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Art, I. — Lc Rliin. Lvtlrcs a vn Ami, par Victor Hugo. 1842. 

Aprils work, wliicli has created a great sensation in Ccrniany, 
* is |-crli.aj)s amongst the most innocuous productions of a 
vci\ able l)iil exaggeraied and inis(‘inPvous writ(*r. His no\els 
and nci'oiis aildid in litci alnre the sp('ci(*s of interest resulting in 
\id<»ar ld(‘ from the s|'ee{acle of an exe(H:tion : an intc'nse excate- 
iiumt, uhi('h. uidioiU Ix'ing t‘' d. decided] \ ])repaies theuay for all 
(wil ; and iu*ver can th(‘^ be perused Vvillioiit leaving a taint upon the 
mind. His d(‘linealions of y-assion are false: his descriptions won- 
d(Mfu!l\ spirited, full'of lutvo in their langnage.and of ]>icluresr|iie 
truth in detail ; and the species of grotesepu^ romance uilh which 
he inve.sls the middle ages gives an interest to his scenes, persuad- 
ing even the most plodding antiejuary to pardon the occasionally 
fantastic heightening received by the picture from the warm fancy 
of the artist. And >vo have hero many excellent specimens of the 
talent, which on other occasions he has so deplorably perverted 
and misused. 

It is curious to observe, on the Rhine, the contrast between 
the powerful steam-boats, and the relics of mcdiu'val navigation — 
lingering upon the mighty waters. Such are the great rafts, 
bearing a whole population in the loghouscs, which seem to have 
slid down bodily from the Alps ; and the grave sailing-boats, 
heavily and rudely built, whose names still remind us of the 
age when Faith entered into all the concerns of human life — the 
Pius'^ the Amor, the Saitcta Maria, the Gratia Dei, &c. -whilst 
the rushing creations of modern science testify by their appella- 
tions — Qaem Victoria, the Grand Duke of Ihs^e, the Dake of 
Na,s\saii, the Leopold — how entirely the whole feeling as well 
as the aspect of society has changed. ^ Your steam-boat,’ says 
Victor Hugo, ‘ is painted and gilded; your old sailor contented 
himself with honest pitch and tar. Your steam-boat is a per- 
sonification of speculation ; your sailor of faith. Your steam- 
boat advertises itself ; your sailor prays. Your steamer depends 
on man s protection ; your sailor on the aid of heaven.’ This 
striking antithesis meets, you — is forced upon you every moment 
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hxC the Rhine. It is to bo found, in fact, wherever we encounter 
the ^ spirit of the age — but, perhaps, nowhere has Giant Steam 
effected a more potent change than on the great and national river 
of Germany. 

Before the opening of the continent, vve, in England, might 
know something more of the Rhine than we did of the Orinoco, 
but certainly not so much as of the Ganges. Nor can the portion 
now constantly traversed each season, literally by myriads of tra- 
vellers, be said to have been a navigable river ; the rocks in one 
direction impeding the downward navigation : whilst upwards, there 
w as no contending with the excessive swiftness of the stream. 

Dr. Burney (we think) drifted down upon a timber raft, and 
the account of his sufferings and privations in his little den offers 
a whimsical contrast to the comforts of the Ddinpfschiff', with 
its sofas, its table-d’iiote, its pavilion for the ladies, and what not 
besides. 

It is one of the traditions of Strasburg, that they hesitated to 
accept the alliance of Bale on account of the distance between 
the cities. ‘ Nay,’ said tlie Baseler burghers, ^ we will bring 
you a kettle of soup warm from our Rath-haus and this they 
effected by means of an enormous iron cauldron, which retained 
its caloric, whilst the exertions of twelve able-bodied rowers 
brought it to the ca])ital of Alsace, just in plight to fulfil their 
promise, before the setting of the sun. 

No human foresight can calculate the effect which steam will 
produce by the conjunction of the continental stales. The one 
most apparent, is the extinction of any remains of independence 
amongst the smaller powers. At this moment, the Belgians are 
exulting in the importance to be acquired by their country, as the 
connecting bond between the French and Prussian lines of railway. 
Belgium, as they boast, can make her terms with either suitor: as 
if France or Prussia, one or the other of them, whether in battle- 
field or congress, will not assuredly, for the very reason whicli 
gives such new consequence to Belgium, take all that the chances 
of preponderance may enable either of them to demand. 

All the romance of the Rhine is fast departing. We can hardly 
take account of the rapid changes which the physiognomy of its 
shores is sustaining, year by year. Old walls fall ; venerable gates 
and b.attlements arc replaced by Bellevues and British Hotels; 
churches are whitened and renovated, and castles restored — as 
Slolzenfels and the Rheinstein — in such a manner as to make the 
antiquary groan and the artist shudder. Nothing can possibly be 
in worse tea-garden taste, particularly as exhibited at Stolzenfels : 
miserable pasteboard battlements and cast-iron staircases encrusted 
upon the old grey walls; mullions of the true carpenter’s Gothic 
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inserted in llie windows ; and no apparent indication of the 
slightest feeling which may induce us to liope for a cessation of 
these vulgar barbarities. 

We can only land occasionally with our pleasant tourist. Victor 
Hugo wisely made a stay at Andernach, a place which, as he 
justly observes, is far too much neglected; and the good-tem- 
pered Landlord of the Kthiuj von Premsen now (1812) shows you, 
with much complacency, the comfortable room which Hugo occu- 
})ied, and commanding an admirable view of the very picturesque 
\vatch- tower which forms so conspicuous an object from the banks 
of the Rhine. 

‘ J’aurais voulu monter dans la curicuse tour qiie je vois de nia 
croisee, et qiii est, selon toute apparence, rancienne vedette de la ville, 
mais rescaher en cst rompu et les voutes en sont effondrecs. II m’a 
fallii y renoncer. Du reste, la magnifique ma!^u^e a lant de fleurs, de si 
charinantes tleurs, des fleurs disposees avec taut de gout et eiitretenucs 
avec taut de soin a toutes les fenetres, qu’ou la croirait habitee. Elie 
cst habitee en eflet, habitee par la plus coquette et la plus farouche a la 
fois dcs habitantes, par cette douce fee invisible qui se loge dans toutes 
les ruincs, qui les prend pourelle seule, qui en del’once tons les Stages, 
tons les jdafoiids, tous les cscaliers, afiii que le pas de I’homme n’y 
trouble pas les nids dcs oiseaux, et qui met a toutes les croisees et 
(levant toutes les portes des pots de fleurs qidellc sait fairc, en fee 
qu’cllc est, avec toute vieille pierre crciisee par la pluie ou tjbrechee par 
le temps.’ — p. 190 . 

Vlic great, gloomy, ghostly church, with its double towers, is 
jicrbaps amongst the latest specimens of the romanesque; ami 
tlui exterior of the east end still retains some very original, and as 
yet, very perfect frescoes, deserving much more attention than 
lln'y have received. llie whole is thoroughly German, and, 
having escaped renovation, save and except the horrible white- 
wash of the interior, may he consulted as a landmark in the his- 
tory of architecture. Nor should we, though they are of another 
age and character, neglect the Giants, the Roland and the Oliver, 
wlio guard the interior portal of the Rhein-gate, the direct pro- 
genitors of the worthies, who, frowning, because tantalized, at the 
spectacle of the annual festivities of London city, still hold their 
station in Guildhall. 

From Andernacli the traveller should also, without fail, proceed 
to Laach. Our friend Murray’s hint, that at ‘ Brohl there is 
a good inn, where a basket stored with eatables should be pro- 
vided, as nothing of the kind is to he had at the abbey of Laach,’ 
is already quite needless ; for the neat (jast-haus within the Abbey 
Close will furnish all you can desire. The noble abbey church, 
first discovered by the Master of Trinity, is now in a condition 
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which would make him wince. The purchase of the church by 
the Prussian government, for the purpose of preserving this very 
singular building from destruction, was a most praiseworthy act ; 
and the fabric is so sound, that plumber’s work on the roof and 
glass in the windows, and perhaps a few iron clamps in tlie walls, 
would have been all that it asked or required. The Bav-in- 
spekior, Herr Nagler, unhappily thought otherwise, and glaring 
whitewash on the walls and coarse colouring on the capitals 
destroy the eflect of the interior ; and hammer and chisel, hicking 
and hacking the mouldings, inflict irre])arable injury. Much 
here reminds us of Italy. The atrium is very like that of 
Sant’ Ambrogio, and the tabernacle over the founder's tomb is, 
we should say, an evident adaptation of the plan of Nicolo Jhsano ; 
and liow came it here, so far away? 

Friend Murrav’s Handbook’ havdiv 
emphasis of the Marksbiirg; ■•nlv (uUnc caad,',* s'luidnai’ 
the banks of the Rhine, and which is now seen at ilic bc*L pos- 
sible era of its existence — neither petted nor neglected — nmlhcr 
vulgarized into a modern fortress, nor thealrahzed. like the Siol- 
zenlels, into the Liitte.) -schloss of a novel publislud at Lidpsjg 
fair, the worst of all transformations which any ancient buihling 
can assume. Welcome cart-lodge or cow-house — welcome stable 
or pigsty — nay, even welcome muck-midden or dunghill, in a 
ruin, ♦rather than the deckings of pseudo-chivalry. Marksburg 
seems now, as nearly as possible, to exhibit the state of those build- 
ings during the time of the Thirty years’ war. Much is of timber, 
and both picturesque and curious : the Burg is now garrisoned by 
half-a-dozen honest invalids. The worthy old sentinel will not touch 
your trink-geld ; no persuasion will avail : but you may leave 
your groschen in the embrasure, and you are not bound to look 
behind you as you go away. Marksburg is the state-prison of 
the Grand Duchy of Nassau ; but has long been untenanted. 
The last person confined here was a gentleman bearing a very 
noble name, a Lieutenant von Metternich, who has decorated 
the ancient chapel, which he used as his bed- room, with various 
frescoes not entirely analogous to the object of the structure. 
Many vestiges of what must truly be admitted to be the barbarity 
of the middle ages yet remain in this castle : particularly the 
horrible pit in which prisoners were confined, and into which 
they were let down by a windlass as in the shaft of a mine. 
Such a place of confinement was, in old German jail language, 
technically called the Hunde-loch — Anglic^, the doj^-hole. The 
rack, which Mrs. Trollope saw here, has been removed to the 
museum at Baden, as an illustration of the history of juris- 
prudence. 



319 


Victor Hugo’j Letters on the Rhine. 

prudence. For the same reason it might he advisable to place 
in the British Museum a series of historical monuments relating 
to our own humane prison discipline at various periods, chrono- 
logically arranged: — e.g. Scavinger^s daughter from the Tower, 
winch, after racking Anne Askew, performed the same duty upon 
Campion and Guy Fawkes; the Douljle-darbies of London New- 
gate, inclosing the limbs of the living man like the gibbet-irons 
which bound together the swinging, rotting carcase ; the Mouth- 
joke of the Newgate of Dublin ; the Screwed scull-cap of the 
Fleet; the Iron-mask of the Richmond Penitentiary; the Collar 
and bars, connecting neck and hands, of Norwich Castle, kept 
in use till the remonstrance of Dr. Rigby caused it to be dis- 
continued not forty years ago — and last, not least, the Foul 
cat of Sydney, so Avired by gore, that each of its nine lashes, 
two hundred times repeated, cuts like the blade of a knife into 
the quivering flesh. 

Lorch, the subject of the nineteenth letter, furnishes our author 
with a capital scene, which he introduces with the motto of 
‘ Feuer !’ 

‘ J*ecrivais dans ma chartibre, lorsquc tout a coup je m’aper^ois que 
mon papier est devenu rouge sous ma plume. Jc l^ve les yeux, je 
n'etais plus ticlairt^ par ma lainpe, mais par mes fen^tres. Mes deux 
fenfetres s’etaient chaugees en deux grandes tables d’opale rose a trdVers 
lesquelles se repandait autour de moi une r(^verb^rati’on etrange. Je les 
ouvre, je regarde. Une grosse voute de flamme et de fumee se courbait 
a quelques toises aii-dessus de ma tete avec un bruit cfFrayant. C’etait 
tout simplemeiit le gasthaus voishi du mien, qui avait pris feu et qui 
brulait. 

‘ En un instant Tauberge se reveille, tout le bourg est sur pied, le cri 
Feuer! fetter / emplit le quai et les rues, le tocsin delate. Moi, je 
ferme mes croisees et j’ouvre ma porte. Autre spectacle. Le grand 
escalier de bois de mon gasthaus, touchart presque a la maison incendiee 
et eclaire par dc larges fendtres, semblait lui-mfeme tout en feu ; et sur 
cet escalier, du haut en has, se heurtait, se pressait et se foulait une cohue 
d’ombres surebargees de silhouettes bizarres. 

‘ Un horrible hamboieraent remplissait les intervalles de loutes les 
tdtes. 

‘ Quant a moi, car chacun pense *oi dans ces moments-la, j’ai fort 
pen de bagage, j’dtais logd au premier, et je ne courais d’autre risque que 
d’etre foted de sortir la maison par la fenfitre. 

‘ Cependant un orage dtait survenu, il pleuvait a verse. Comme il 
arrive toujours lorsqu’on se h&te, Photel se vidait lentemeut ; et il y eut 
un instant d’aflfreuse confusion. Les uns voulaient entrer, les autres 
sortir ; les gros meubles descendaient lourdement des fen^tres attachds 


* Tills engine of torture was till very recently, and perViaps still is, in the entrance 
or ante-room of the jail. The chains, the fetters, the manacles which decorate its walls 
afford a humiliating exhibition. 
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a des cordes ; les matclas, les sacs de nuit et les paquets de linge tom- 
baient du haiit du toil sur le pavd ; les femmes s’epouvantaient, les 
enfants pleuraient ; les paysans, reveillt^s par le tocsin, accouraient de la 
montagne avec leurs grands chapeaux ruisselants d’eaii et leurs seaux 
de cuir k la main, 

‘ Bientdt les pompes sont arrivees, les chaines de travailleurs se sont 
formees, et je suis monte dans le grenier, enorme enchev6trement, k plu- 
sieurs dtages, de charpentes pittoresques comme en recouvrent tons ces 
grands toits d’ardoise des bords du Rhin. Toute la charpente de la maison 
voisinebrulait dans une seule flamme. Cette immense pyramide de braise, 
surmontee d’un vaste panache rouge que secouait le vent de Porage, se 
penchait avec des craquements sourds sur notre toit, ddj^i allume et 
ptjtillant et Ik. 

* Des lucarnes du grenier je plongeais dans la fournaise et j’etais pour 
ainsi dire dans I’incendie meme. C’est une effroyable et admirable 
chose qu’un incendie vu k brule-pourpoint. Je n’avais jamais eu cc 
spectacle ; puisque j’y etais, je Pai accepte. 

‘ Au premier moment, quand on se voit comme cnveloppe dans cette 
monstrueuse caverne de feu ok tout flambe, reluit, pt^tille, crie, soufFre, 
delate et croule, on ne peut se defendre d’un mouvement d’anxiete, il 
semble que tout est perdu et que rien ne saura lutter contre cette force 
afFreuse qu’on appelle le feu ; mais des que les pompes arrivent, on 
reprend courage. 

‘ On ne peut se figurer avec quelle rage I’eau attaque son ennemi. A 
peirife la pompe, ce long serpent qu’on entend haleter en has dans les 
tenebres, a-t-elle passd au-dessus du mur sombre son cou effile et fait 
dtinceler dans la flamme sa fine t^te de cuivre, qu’clle crache avec fureur 
un jet d’acier liquide sur Pepouvan table chimere a mille tdtes. Le 
brasier, attaque a Pimproviste, hurle, se dresse, bondit effroyablement, 
ouvre d’horriblcs gueules pleines de nibis et leche de ses innombrables 
langues toutes les portes et toutes les fendtres a la fois. La vapeur se 
m61e a la fumee ; des tourbillons blancs et des tourbillons noirs s’en 
vont a tous les souffles du vent et se tordent et s’dtreignent dans Pombre 
sous les nudes, Le sifflement de Peau repond au mugissement du feu. 
Rien n’est plus terrible et plus grand que cet ancien et dternel combat 
de Phydre et du dragon. 

‘ La force de la colonne d’eau lancde par la pompe est prodigieuse. 
Les ardoises et les briques qu’elle touche se brisent et s’dparpillent 
comme des dcailles. Quand la charpente enfin s’est dcroulde, magni- 
fique moment ok le panache dcarlate de Pincendie k dtd remplacd au 
milieu d’un bruit terrible par une immense et haute aigrette d’dtincelles, 
une cheminde est restee debout sur la maison comme une espdee de petite 
tour de pierre. Un jet de pompe Pa jetde dans le gouffre. 

^ Le Rhin, les villages, les montagnes, les mines, tous le spectre san giant 
du paysage reparaissant k cette lueur, se radlaient k la fumde, aux flammes, 
au glat continiiel du tocsin, au fracas des pans du mur s’abattant tout 
entiers comme des ponts-levis, aux coups sourds de la hache, au tumulte 
de Porage et k la rumeur de la ville. Vraiment c’dtait hideux, mais 
c’dtait beau. 
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‘ Si Ton regarde les details de cette grande chose, rien de plus singu- 
lier. Dans I’intervalle d’un touibilloii de feu et d’un tourbillon de fumtJe, 
des tetes d’hommcs surgissent au bout d’line t^chelle. On voit cea 
honimcs inonder, en quelque sorte a bout portant, la flamme achamde 
qiii liitte et voltige et s’obstine eous le jet m6me de I’eau. Au milieu de 
cet affreux chaos, il y a des especes de reduits silencieux oh des petits 
incendies tranquilles petillent doucement dans des coins comme un feu 
de veuve. Les croisees des chambres devenues inaccessibles s’ouvrent 
et se ferment au vent. De jolies flammes bleues frissonnent aux 
j)ointes des poutres. De lourdes charpentes se detachent du bord du 
toit et restent siispendues a un clou, balancees par Pouragan au-dessus 
de la rue et enveloppecs d’une longue flamme. D’autres tombent dans 
I’etroit entre-deux des maisons et etablissent la un pout de braise.* — 
p. 264. 

Mayence forms a prominent section. Most fully do we join 
Avith Hugo in deploring the exceeding devastation — the deteriora- 
tion of picturesque and poetical character — which this once 
noble city has sustained, j)artly from war, but even more from the 
fe\ er of demolition which appears epidemic throughout Europe. 
(Yu’tainly it is a groat good fortune, that the gigantic Dom has 
been preserved. The massive vaulting resisted the tremendous 
bombardment of 1793; though it was rifted in parts, and the 
roofing entirely consumed. But afterwards, when the French took 
possession of the city, the commanding officer of the Genies 
8t. Far, used all his influence to cause the whole to be demo- 
lished. With the Lieb-Franen Kirche he did as he chose. This 
was the Lady Chapel of the Dom, of the richest Gothic: the 
portal was sixty feet in height, the niches and mouldings filled 
with admirable sculptures. St. Far sold the materials for 1200 
francs — the whole building was broken up as rubbish ; and the 
same fate befell almost every other sacred edifice in the city. The 
Dom was only preserved because it happened to be useful as a 
storehouse for forage. During this period, however, the usual de- 
vastations were committed, WhateA^er was of metal was plucked 
up and sold, the graves opened for the purpose of rifling the leaden 
coffins, and the stone monuments battered, defaced, or destroyed 
out of mere wantonness. A small bounty was subsequently be- 
stowed upon the cathedral by Napoleon, who alloAved it a yearly 
grant, and even restored to the chapter a very small portion of 
the landed estates which anciently formed its endowment ; but in 
1813, after the battle of Leipzig, the cathedral Avas again occu- 
pied as a barrack, and again sustained profanation and devastation 
scarcely less in degree than before. Yet, in spite of all this mis- 
chief, the Dom is still one of the most impressive romanesque 
fabrics in Germany. The vast circular arches stand unshaken ; 
and we may still contemplate the magnificent monumental 
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series of the tombs of the Archbishop- Electors, somewhat dete- 
riorated by the necessary restorations which they have received, 
but which people, as it were, the sanctuary over which they once 
ruled. 

These tombs usually exhibit the figure of the prelate in a 
most richly ornamented tabernacle. Gothic in the earlier spe- 
cimens, passing on, through the style of the renaissance^ to the 
gorgeous and corrupted Italian of the seventeenth century. The 
greater number are placed upright against the piers and pillars, 
and in a manner of which, we believe, no other example is found. 
We suspect that the earlier effigies were originally either in- 
serted in the pavement or laid horizontally upon a tomb ; and 
that, some individuals of the series having been removed into 
their present position, all the continuation was, as it were, made 
to match: hence originated this remarkable historical gallery. 
Let the stranger look at it attentively, for here he will read the 
progress and fall of the temporal grandeur of the German hie- 
rarchy ; and lessons may be learned not entirely unprofitable. 
At the commencement of the series, you may look at such 
thorough out-and-out bishops as Siegfried III. (1249) or Adolph 
of Nassau (1390) : — grave, stern, and thoughtful Priests — Priests 
to the very marrow of their bones — Priests full of their sacerdotal 
digiyty — Priests entirely impressed with their pre-eminence, 
which the sculptor has, in the case of Siegfried, expressed by a 
species ^4* symbolical allegory, resulting from the size of his 
figures. This tomb consists of a group of three ; on the right 
is Henry, the Landgrave of Thuringia; on the left William, 
Count of Holland, ujjon whose head the archbishop places the 
imperial crown; and the figure of the • churchman being about 
twice as large as those of the princes, (who, compared to him, 
look like good little boys,) it thus conveys to the beholder the 
opinion which the sculptor entertained of the prelate’s import- 
ance. As you proceed, you find these ecclesiastics softening and 
fattening down into very comfortable tempt^ral sovereigns; the 
point-lace ruffles and frills of the courtier protruding through the 
rich embroidered waistcoat, which seems ashamed of the cope 
dropping off from the back of the wearer: incipient mustachios 
are also seen. Towards the conclusion of the series, the effects of 
good cheer become victorious over any other expression. The 
fattest of fat cheeks and chins, double chins, treble chins, are re- 
presented by the diligent sculptor with the most provoking fidelity. 
This was the period when all traces of the real spiritual functions 
of the sovereign prelates of the empire were wholly lost. All epis- 
copal functions were exercised by a coadjutor, bard worked and ill 
paid; and the circumstance (which, is recorded, happened once) 
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of a Prlnce-arcbbishop having actually preached a sermon, was 
considered as much a marvel as if Sir Robert Peel were to dis- 
charge that duty in St. James's. The magnificence of the empire 
Las passed away. The See of Boniface, the apostle of Germany, 
is now a poor bishopric — a suffragjin, we believe, of Friburg in 
the Brisgau. 'Phe most modern of the'prelatical monuments is 
erected to the memory of Bishop Humann, the brother of the 
late French minister of finance. - It humbly imitates the earlier 
style. In detail, these tombs offer very curious specimens of 
German art, the more recent possessing a peculiarly clumsy and 
stupid character. Strange it is, that the successors of Albert 
Durer, and the predecessors of Cornelius and Overbeke, should 
have been so completely lost to all sentiment of art! The 
armorial shields exhibit the full richness of Teutonic heraldry, 
which bears a most distinct national character. Of secular tombs, 
the most amusing is that of Count Lamberk, slain in the attack 
on Mayence, 1689. In complete armour, but decorated with a 
full-bottomed wig of most ample dimensions, exceeding even the 
famous curls of Sir Cloudesley Shovel, he is doing his best to 
scramble out of his coffin, and has stretched out his hand, holding 
the marshal’s staff. Death tries to prevent the escape, by squeezing 
down the coffm-lid with all the might and main of his nerveless 
bones, just as you try to pack a full trunk ; whilst a dear female 
angel, in capital embonpoint, smilingly beckons to the Qeneral, 
encouraging him to persevere. 

Before we quit Mayence, we must notice the very beautiful 
cloister, which is undergoing a complete and, what is more, a 
very judicious restoration, at the expense of the present Dean; 
the government of Hesse, to which the city now belongs, having 
refused, as we were informed upon the spot, to contribute a single 
heller towards the charge. 

Victor Hugo’s concluding remarks upon the extinction of the 
power of the electors are striking, though not expressed in such 
terms as we should altogether have wished to employ. 

‘ Chose remarquable et qui prouve jusqu’k quel point la r^Jvolution 
franqaise t^tait un fait providentiel et comme la rdsultante ndeessaire, et 
pour ainsi dire algtSbrique, de tout I’antique ensemble europden, e’est 
que tout ce qu’elle a detruit a etd detruit pour jamais. Elle est venue 
a I’heure dite, comme un bucheron pressd de tinir sa besogne, abattre 
en hS,te et p6le-m6le tous les vieux arbre^ mystt^rieusement luarquds par 
le Seigneur. On sent qu’elle avait en elle le quid dicinum, Ilien de ce 
qu’elle a jete has ne s’est relevd, rien de ce qu’elle a condamnd n*a sur- 
vecu, rien de ce qu’elle a ddflait ne s’est recompose. Et observons ici 
que la vie des dtata n’est pas suspendue au m^me iil que celle des indi- 
vidus ; il ne suffit pas de frapper un empire pour le tuer ; on ne tue les 
villes et les royaumes que lorsqu’ils doivent mourir. La revolution 
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frau<jaise a touches Venise, et Venise est tombtje ; elle a toucht^ I’empife 
d’Allemagne, et I’empire d’Allemagne est lombe; elle a touche les 
electeurs, et les (51ecteiirs se sont <5vaiiouis. Lu m6me annt^e, la grande 
annt^e-ablme, a vu s’engloutir le roi de France, cet hoinme presque dieu, 
et I’archev^que de Mayence, ce pr^tre presque roi. 

‘ La revolution n’a pas extirpe ni detruit Rome, parce que Rome n’u 
point de fondements* mais des racines; racines qui vont sans cesse 
croissant dans Tombre sous Rome et sous toutes les nations, qui tra- 
versent et penetrent le globe entier de part en part, et qu’on voit 
reparaitre a Pheure qu’il est en Chine et an Japon, de Pautre c^te de la 
terre.’ — p. 133. 

Are we to believe in astrology? In 1243, Archbishop Sieg- 
fried, he whose tomb stands so sternly in the cathedral, condemned 
the old astrologer, Mabusius, to die : he was a wizard and a 
diviner ; and, when brought to the gallows, which until the revo- 
lution stood u])on the frontier dividing the electoral territory from 
that of the Palatinate, be rejected the crucifix offered to him 
by the priest, and again asserted his own prophetic powers. 
Giving way to a vain curiosity, the monk, whom he would not 
allow to act as his confessor, inquired, ‘ Say when will the arch- 
bishops of Mayence come to an end?’ ^ Let my right hand be 
unbound,’ replies Mabusius : the limb is released from its bonds : 
be pauses for a moment, takes up a rusty nail which had fallen 
from the fatal tree, and upon the stone plinth engraves three 
monograms, which, devised according to the plan of the ancient 
merchant’s marks, severally designate IV. XX. and XIII.; and 
then surrendered himself to the executioner. These ciphers, 
added together, make fourscore and thirteen ; and century after 
century they remained, becoming fainter and fainter as the stone 
was covered with lichens, or crumbled under the hand of time ; 
until, in 1793, the prophecy received its accomplishment, and all 
was swept away. 

At Cologne, Victor Hugo confines his visits to the Hotel de 
Ville and the Dorn, or Cathedral. With respect to the first, 
travellers owe him thanks for inviting them to a building, 
which, though daily more and more vulgarised by the white- 
washings and domestications which it receives, still possesses 
great interest. We wish that our architectural societies would 
authoritatively settle an architectural nomenclature ; for, with 
respect to this building, we feel ourselves entirely at a loss how 
to designate its style — Roman, we must call it, such as Rome 
appeared to the imaginations of the savans en us of the sixteenth 
century, and which Wren even, at onu period, imbibed. Take, 
as an example, the theatre at Oxford, with its mullioned windows, 
its lucarns and lantern, in which he attempted to retrace the 
models of antiquity. Both Goths and Greeks will rail at us for 
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delighting in this style. It is pliable^ rich, harmonious. It is 
obedient — that is to say, the architect never needs make use give 
way to form, or form to use. He can give the building a com- 
plete adaptation to its intent, and it is singularly applicable for 
all purposes of modern convenience and beauty. It may be as 
well to notice that the inscriptions in the Rath-Haus in honour 
of Caesar Augustus and Agrippa are all coeval with that ad- 
dressed to Maximilian, though they have been strangely quoted 
as genuine relics. 

The Dom derives great interest from the resumption of the 
long discontinued fabric. The following may be taken as a good 
specimen of Hugo’s descriptive powers: — 

‘ La place t^tait toujours silencieuse. Personne n’y passait. Je 
rn ’totals approche du portail aussi pres que me le permettait une riche 
grille dc fer du quinzieme si^cle qui le protege, et j’eiitendais mur- 
murer paisiblemeiit au vent de nuit ces inombrables petites forfets qui 
s’installent et prosperent sur touies les saillies des vieilles masures. Une 
lumiere qui a paru a une fen^tre voisine a t^claire un moment sous les 
vouBsures une foule d'exquises statuettes assises, anges et saints qui 
lisent dans un grand livre ouvert sur Icurs genoux, ou qui parlent et 
l)r6chent, le doigt leve. Ainsi, les uns etudient, les autres enseignent. 
Admirable prologue pour une eglise, qui n’est autre chose que le V^'erbe 
fait marbre, bronze et pierre ! La douce ina<jonnerie des nids d’hiron^ 
dclles se m61c de tontes parts conimc un correct! f charmant k cette 
severe architecture. 

‘ Puis la lumiere s’est (Steinte, et je n’ai plus rien vu que le vaste 
ogive de quatre-vingts pieds toute grande ouverte, sans chassis et sans 
abat-vent, tJventant la tour du haut en has et laissant p^netrer mon 
regard dans les teiiebreuses entrailles du clocher. Dans cette fen^tre 
s’inscrivait, amoindrie par la perspective, la fenetre opposee, toute grande 
ouverte egalement, et dont la rosace et les meneaux, comme tractb a 
I’encre, se decoupaient avec une purete inexprimable sur le ciel clair 
et metallique du crt^puscule. Rien de plus mdlancoliqe et de plus 
singulier que cette elegante petite ogive blanche dans cette grande 
ogive noire. 

‘ Voila quelle a ma premiere visite k la cathedrale de Cologne.* — 
p. 135. 

The first stone of this, the purest specimen of the purest Gothic, 
was laid in 1248, in the very year when the masons closed the 
vaulting of St. Cunibert, a stern, regular, and consistent romanesque 
building. There is in Cologne absolutely no kind of trace of the 
style called transition, so common in France and England ; and 
therefore, now that we ^re standing upon German ground, we 
must admit, even against our wills, that any theory deduced from 
the appearance of that style of architecture does not here apply. 

As 
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As is well known, some of the working drawings of Cologne 
still exist : they were dispersed when the French plundered the 
archives ; and the most valuable was found at Darmstadt, nailed 
upon the door of a barn. The exact date also of the foundation is 
certain ; but there has been much contest about the individuality 
of the architects who is now supposed by some to have been a 
Gerard of St, Trendy in Flanders, which would give the glory to 
Belgium. The Germans warmly contest for the honour. Yet, 
at ^1 events, the very buildings tell you that in Germany the 
Gothic was of sudden introduction or creation. It starts up in 
the fullest maturity ; and it is difficult to understand, how the 
workmen, who had hitherto been accustomed only to such 
vaulting and sculpture as that of St. Cunibert, could immediately 
turn their hands to the mathematical groining and lace-like deli- 
cacy of the Gothic style. To increase our perplexity, other recent 
German inquirers have maintained that the Gothic was the inven- 
tion of Albertus Magnus. A fierce battle rages ; but may there 
not be peace ? Professor Kugler, we believe, mediates between 
the contending disputants, by assuming a species of partnership 
between a Gerard, whoever he might be, and Albertus de Groote; 
so that the cathedral would be a joint concern. We must not, 
however,, allow ourselves to wander further in these speculations, 
but simply express our belief that the origin of Gothic architecture 
is not to be found in mortar or stone, or in line or rule, but that it 
was the expression, as it were, of what, in Exeter Hall phraseology, 
would be Called the * religious mind * of the thirteenth century. 

Hugo, who dates his letters in 1839, complains — and then he 
might do so with justice — of the neglected and ruined appearance 
of the cboir^ By the extensive repairs in progress, and which, 
th(Q^h not commenced by, have received the most effective impulse 
from the present King of Prussia, its aspect is now entirely 
changed, and we may begin to appreciate the wonderful talent 
with wtueh the Master who planned the work was endued. It 
is ail cast at one jet. Yon see one pervading idea, worked out 
in every portidn; no one thing appearing as an after thought, 
though perhai>s not introduced till a period long subsequent to 
the fi^rst fotin^tiom The true spirit of Gothic architecture is 
thafof liyihg vegetation : it is the expansion of the vitality of the 
germi nnd, where this vitality exists, each addition harmonizes as 
naturally with the poriion upon which it is based, as the leaf does 
when it springs of the branch; and as the flower does when it 
blooms the verdnre* Howev^ the building may spread 

and friicti%, Jt is still one organic whom;^ and this is truly a tran- 
scepdgnt m^cellence, which no other production of human art ever 
v/; * acquired. 
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acquired. The vast windows of the choir have been thoroughly 
cleaned and repaired. They now shine like gems^ and the 
architectural lines delineated in the stained glass, the tabernacles 
and borders, bright as they are, still carry on the perfect unity 
of the stone filagree of the vast shrine : for the whole cathedral 
is one glorious shrine of holiness. The late repairs have brought 
to light many hitherto, concealed frescoes on the walls, the charac- 
ter of which is beautifully in unison both with the painted glass 
and the architectural ornaments. They are, however, much 
damaged, and need entire restoration, which, if funds can be 
found, will be eflFected by some of the best artists of the Dussel- 
(lorf scluxd. The statues of saints affixed to the columns have 
been restored, and coloured with great ability. Colour is as 
('Sseiitial an elenunit in Gothic architecture — nay, in all ari'hilec- 
tnre — as forin. 

IdiC con']«leiion of tbr? catliednal is j'artly effected, or rather 
Will be efetled, b\ governnicni grants — not so laige as riiiglit be 
desired, considering the importance of the object and the equit- 
able claims which the cathedral has upon the State — since, in 
truth, a/l the dominions of Prussia on the Rhine were Church 
proj)erly — and partly, as we hope and trust, by the more efficient 
means of the Dom-bau verein of Cologne, or ‘ Cathedral Asso- 
ciation,’ — a voluntary society, as its name imports; and which, 
confirmed by the ^ aller liochste * cabinet order of the 8th of 
December, 1841, has its branches in most parts of Northern 
Germany, including also some in Swabia and Bavaria, who trans- 
mit their collections to the parent society. One of these affiliated 
associations has been formed at Paris ; and we hope that a 
Londner-verein will soon also arise, lending what assistance it 
can to the restoration and completion of one of the noblest monu- 
ments of Christian architecture. The sum needed, though large, 
is not enormous. The ^ Regierungs baurath,* or head architect, 
Zwirner, who, we believe, is now on his way to this country, cal- 
culates the transepts and nave at 1,200,000 thalers; but we are 
surprised, and, we may add, grieved, to find that he proposes 
to omit, in the completion of the nave, the pinnacles and fly- 
ing buttresses, which really form the chief beauty of the choir. 
This mutilation is suggested, in order to save 800,000 thalers, 
which they would cost. We earnestly hope that this pitiful 
economy will not be allowed to iidlict a permanent maim upon 
the building. The faqade and towers are calculated at 3,000,000 
thalers. Thus the sum of 5j|W0,000 thalers (to cover all expenses 
of stained glass, paintings, aim ornaments, say 1,000,000/. sterling) 
would enable us to behold the temple in its full magnificence. 

The 
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The foundations for the whole were well laid by the original 
architect: they have been examined, and found quite sound. 
Within ten years the whole gigantic structure could easily be 
completed. It is in the nature of things that against every good 
work there is raised up an enemy. Many objections are openly 
Started against the plan, more are whispered, and endeavours 
made to freeze the liberality of the people. The ultra- Protestant 
shakes his head at the bounty which assists a Roman- Catholic 
temple; and the ultra- Romanist looks grim, and suspects that 
orthodoxy will flee from the edifice raised under the auspices of 
a Protestant king. Politicians will tell you that the national 
monument is a symptom of the deeply-laid scheme, by which all 
northern Germany is to be rendered a Prussian empire ; and the 
French sneer and gibe, and are the willing prophets of tlje un- 
dertaking s utter failure. To every doubt, to every objection, 
no other answer is required than the unfinished walls, and the 
character of the honest and pious Sovereign. 

It is very instructive, with respect to this building, to trace the 
progress of opinion. In 1509 the works entirely ceased. It is 
hardly necessary to mention that this was the era of the great- 
est corruption of the members of the Western Church, when the 
Prelates had in fact secularised themselves ; and the funds destined 
to the honour and glory of God were employed in pampering their 
vile vices or in aiding their ambition. Look on the unfinished 
tower, crowned by the crane projecting idly in the air. The 
axle of the wheel is rusted> the timber decays, rooks nestle 
unmolested amongst the beams; — who could anticipate that it 
ever would be set to work again, still less that the order would 
be given by a Protestant prince ? Thenceforward, so long as the 
electorate subsisted, the very little which the archbishop and 
chapter did was nothing but mischief. They whitewashed the 
walls, removed the stained glass in order to give more light to the 
building, demolished the baldacchino and the high altar, a master- 
piece of ancient German art, and introduced decorations in the vilest 
and most corrupted French Pompadour style, the outward tokens 
of the total loss of the ancient religious and ecclesiastical feel- 
ing. Matters thus continued till the Revolution. Elector, Dean 
and Chapter, are scared away by the tricolor. Hor.ses are stabled 
in the aisle ; heaps of forage stored in the choir. At this dis- 
astrous period the cathedral sustained so much of the damage 
which Victor Hugo laments; and, upon the accession of Na- 
poleon, it was reported by its then bishop, Berdolet, as fast 
approaching to ruin. Napoleon refused the small sum of 40,000 
francs, asked for the purpose of keeping the building up, and 

there 
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there seemed no means of averting its destruction. At this junc- 
ture, Sulpice Boisseree, the artist, supported by Goethe, the 
Schlegels, and other men of letters, determined to endeavour to 
preserve at least a memorial of the building. H e began his now 
well-known architectural work, which, for the first time, taught 
the German public to admire what they had hitherto ' neglected, 
contemned, or despised ; and in 1816 the late King of Prussia 
directed surveys to be made of the structure, for the purpose of 
preserving the fragment by needful repairs. The first grant was 
made in 1824, and from that period up to 1841 the sum of 
215,084 thalers has been issued from the Prussian treasury, 
showing how much remains to be supplied. This first im- 
pulse resulted from mere love of art and of antiquity. It was 
entirely secular and unsanctified ; and the same spirit would have 
induced the elegant individuals who were the instruments to 
have craved aid for the temple of Theseus of the Parthenon. To 
this has succeeded the high and holy feeling which now actuates 
King and people ; and, in the emphatic words by which the ad- 
dress of the association concludes, ' Der Allmaechtiger Gott, 
zu dessen Preis und Ehre das Werk gerreichen soil, mocje dem^ 
selhen seinen Segen verleihen! Unser Wahlspruch aber set, 
Eintracht, Ausdauer.^ 

It is an old jest, that the pith of a lady’s letter always lies in 
the postscript ; and when you arrive at the ^ conclusion ’ of 
Victor Hugo’s work, consisting of a spirited essay of 150 pages 
upon the political state of Europe from the seventeenth century 
to the present time, you find that the whole intent of his corre- 
spondence is to show that the very stones on the left bank cry 
out ‘ II faut que la France reprenne le Rhin.* It is the creed of 
all the generation, that the loss of that same left bank was to 
France the loss of the right arm. 

Hugo, who, as the newspapers say, is about to be created a 
peer of France, bestows his most unwilling praise upon the wis- 
dom of the Congress of Vienna. He acknowledges that the Anti- 
Gallic diplomatists effected a chef-d'oeuvre of policy in bestowing 
the Rhenish provinces upon Prussia. By so doing, they placed, 
as he truly says, the advanced guard of the enemy within five 
days’ march of Paris, and, as he forcibly expresses it, formed a 
perpetual ulcer i]|^hat had hitherto been the empire of N apoleon. 
Let Hugo speakHlit and speak on : — 

* Austria is on the decline ; Prussia, on the advance : a nation scarcely 
of yesterday, but which looks forward to the morrow for her future 
glories; her eagle, young and vigorous, will never abandon, if she can 
help it, what she has once seized within her grasp. Moreover, by this 
policy, wily England has separated the two nations who are to each 

other 
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other the most congenial in their feelings. France is a nation of the 
mouvement ; Prussia is a nation of the viouvemenL Both should be 
tending to the same end, both would work in the common cause of re- 
generation, Prussia in Germany, France in Europe, were it not for the 
antipathy raised by placing under the power of Prussia a territory which 
France must always covet, Prussia always jealously defend. — Le par- 
tage du Rliin, crde une haine. Brouiller la France avec I’Allemagne 
c’dtait quelque chose : brouiller la France avec la Prusse, c’etait tout ; 
donner la rive gauche du Rhin k I’Allemagne, c’dtait une idee ; Pavoir 
donntJ k la Prusse, c*est un chef-d’ceuvre de haine, de ruse, de discorde 
et de calamite.’ 

Yet» in rapid perspective, his imagination discovers an easy 
remedy. He will hold out a morsel to the black eagle, which 
shall tempt her to relax the grip of her talons : — 

‘ Hano\er is separnU^.d fiom the British crown, and her speedy 
moral and physical extinction jiredictcd. 'I he hon^e ul Brnnswick is 
struck with moral and physical imhecility. Let Prussia seize Hanover, 
and something mote, sucli as Hamburgh; Oldenburijh, and other con- 
venient arrnndissemenis^ so as to render the whole Baltic a Prussian 
shore ; and she may then cheerfully surrender the Rhine to France !’ 

And so he runs on. That the lowest prejudices of the lowest of 
English factions against the King of Hanover, and his afflicted 
but admirable son, should be taken up by French rhapsodists 
— all this was to be expected ! 

Hugo nevertheless says some disagreeable truths. He stig- 
matises not too hardly — perhaps not hardly enough — the utter 
disregard with which the Congress of Vienna treated equally the 
rights of the smaller states and the feelings of the people. In- 
stead of the natural divisions, which, not unfrequently were con- 
terminous with political boundaries, and the still more important 
lines traced out by habits, customs, opinions, races, and, above 
all, by religion, you have now nothing but purely artificial de- 
marcations. Here a black and white striped post shows you that 
you enter Prussia ; there a yellow and red striped post, Hesse ; 
here a green and white striped post, Nassau ; there a yellow and 
black post, Austria ; but no sense or reason in the formation of 
the frontier, except the arbitrary will and pleasure of a certain 
number of diplomatists, dividing amongst themselves, with a map 
©f Europe outspread on the green-cloth tablmi&e property which 
did not belong to them---a very convenient aipl^leasant employ- 
ment ; but when such a transaction is notdiplomatical, folks, if the 
act concerns a shbep, or a horse, or a pig, oif a purse, give it quite 
another name. Certainly, wUh all its weaknesses, errors, and 
incongruities, the constitution of the departed Roman Empire, the 
last phase of the Fourtli Monarchy which we have seen come to 
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an end, did at least effect what regenerated Europe does not 
afford^ — the protection of the weak against the strong. The 
flag of the Count of Bentheim Steinfurth was as rei^ected as 
the union jack of Great Britain. The abbot of St. Emmeran^ 
with no more land than might have been covered by the copes in 
his sacristy, was as sure of his possessions as the Prince-Arch- 
bisliop of RIaintz. Hamburgh and Bremen were not more in- 
violate than Keinpten or Lindau ; and the RIargrave of Anspach, 
whose sovereignty might have been included in Hammersmith 
parish, held his dominion by as good a title as the houses of 
Brandenburgh or Hapsburgh. 

That the seeds of great political changes, and of changes more 
than political, are now germinating in northern Germany, is 
highly probable. Germany, the father- land of gunpowder, print- 
ing, and Luther, may again convulse the world. But of one 
thing we are sure, and of one thing the French may be sure, 
that, whatever changes take place, there will be but one heart 
and mind in defending every hill or dale, every town or tower 
which bears the impress of German nationality. Dynasties may 
be raised or overturned ; you may have a German commonwealth 
or a German empire ; but on German ground the power of 
France is gone, and for ever. Let the standard of Arminius be 
unfurled, and every jealousy, every rivalry between king and king, 
state and state, people and people, will be appeased. The 
National Confederation will be cemented by the blood of the 
enemy ; and whenever the Welscken may be emboldened to the 
assault, all Germany will, with one voice, join in the chorus : 

shall never win it, 

Our free, our German stieam ; 

No*— though like starving ravens, 

They Rhine-ward, Rhine-ward scream. 

‘ Sie sollen ihn nicM haben 
Den deutschen freien JRhein; 

Ob sie wie gierige Raaben 
Sich heiser damftch 9chreVnJ 
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Art. II. — I. The Catechetic Lectures of St Cyril, Archbishop of 
Jerusalem, Tri^istated, with Notes and Indices. (Library of 
the Fathers, $,») Oxford. 1838. 

2. A Help to By James Beaven, M.A, London. 

1842. 

3. A Catechism for the Use of St John's Chapel, Edinburgh. By 
the Rev. E. B. Ramsay, M. A. London. 1841. (Third 
Edition.) 

4. Hints on Scriptural Education and on Catechising : a Charge, 
by E, Bather, M.A., Archdeacon of Salop. London, 1842. 
(Second Edition.) 

5. Documents and Authorities on Public Catechising. By the 
Rev. J. Ley, M.A. London. 1840. 

^T'HE great model of the Christian Catechesis is to be found in 
the second chapter of St. Luke’s Gospel ; where we are 
told that the child Jesus was ^ found in the temple, sitting in the 
midst of the doctors, both hearing them and asking them ques- 
tions ; and they were astonished at his understanding and answers.’ 
These words of our version describe the process with sufficient 
clearness; but it may be noticed that, in the original, the same 
word (imptarav, STrsptaTnfJt^u) is here interpreted of questions, which, 
in St. Peter’s 1st Epistle (iii. 21, speaking of the promises made 
in baptism*), is translated answer; comprehending, as in fact it 
does, the mutual questions and answers which make up the teach- 
ing in the one case, and the stipulation in the other. 

Of course this part of the teaching, from its humble character 
and its necessary variety, is the part least likely to be preserved 
to after ages ; so that we need not wonder if, in point of form, 
the Catechetic Lectures of St. Cyril differ but little from ordinary 
homilies. ^They father accompanied the catechising than com- 
prised it; their peculiarity being in the character of those to 
whom they were addressed, and the consequent ' choice of their 
subjects. They were delivered to those catechumens who, though 
still unbaptised, were to receive the sacrament of baptism imme- 
diately afterwards ; and their subjects, consequently, lie between 
the ordinary instructions oiF the catechumen, and those which 
were reserved f for the edification of the baptised. The peculiar 

— ' — 

* Compare St. Luke, iii. 10, 14. It iraa a le^ term in 8tipu|||on8. 

I In toe controveter in whi^ this word has necome technicalTmuch confusion on 
both sides. vrould have been avoided, had the broad distinction been made clear between 
absolute reserve used towards unbaptised catechumens, and the discretion with which 
the milk and strong meats of the Gospel were imparted to the Jlhminated, The former 
partofthesystemhasno par^lelamongus: die latter is what every clergyman must 
and thewdy question is, whether he does so conseiously or unconsciously, sys- 
fem^Lcally or empirically, wdl or ill. 
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position of these catechumens, at a time while the members of 
the Church were principally, or in great part, recruited from 
among the heathen, instead of growing up a seed of ' holy chil- 
dren* (1 Cor. vii. 14) under her fostering care, involved the need 
of peculiar details in their training, such as are not applicable to 
later times. And. for this reason, it is needless to plunge into a 
discussion of the various catechetic schools, at Alexandria (chiefly 
famous, indeed, for the Senior Theological Institute which was 
engrafted upon it, and appropriated its name), at Antioch, and 
elsewhere. Our purpose being chiefly practical, we will take 
leave to pass over the details of ecclesiastical antiquity ; content 
to have indicated the foundation of the apostles and prophets on 
which the institution rests, and the essential oneness of its prin- 
ciple, whether the catechumens be a class of adults converted, 
but as yet unbaptised, or whether they be youths who, having 
njceived baptism in infancy, are now to be trained and instructed 
in the rudiments of their religion, according to the stipulation of 
the initiatory sacrament.* 

It will be more interesting, and perhaps useful, to consider the 
subject of catechetic teaching practically, as one of our own 
Church’s institutions in her prophetical character. Indeed, even 
thus, there is still some risk of seeming to fall into vague gene- 
ralities in trying to investigate principles. The subject may, 
therefore, be limited yet more to the case of our rural popu- 
lation and parishes. It is probable, indeed, that much which 
may be said will be applicable to all alike : the main principles, 
if true at all, will be true everywhere : but there is no need to 
embarrass or complicate the question by taking into account the 
special necessities and difficulties arising from the confessedly 
peculiar character of a town-population. We leave such parishes 
out of the question, reserving our opinion as to what, in their 
case, M really impossible, or hazardous, or only difficult — that is, 
what should be unattempted, what should be carefully considered, 
and what should be energetically done. 

The first thing to be ascertained is the rule of our own Re- 
formed Church on the subject ; and we are abundantly furnished 
with this, text and comment, by Mr. Ley in his Documents and 
Authorities. 

The following are some, out of many, of his quotations : — 

The Rubric. ^ The curate of every parish shall diligently, on Sun- 
days and holidays, after the second lesson at Evening Prayer, openly in 


^ It is to he hoped, in further illustration of this point, that St. Augustine's Treatise 
de CatechizanSt RuMm yt'AX be included among the ttahidafions in the ^ Library of 
the Fathers.' 

2 A 2 the 
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the church, instruct end examine so matiy children of his parish, sent 
unto him, as he thinks convenient, in some partd of the Catechism/* 

Jbp. Whitgift to the Bishops of his province^ 1 59 L— ‘This mischief 
(that the youths being as it were the frie and seminarie of the Common- 
wealth, are not trained up in the chief and necessary principles of the 
Christian religion) might wel in mine opinion be redressed by catechising 
and instructing in churches the youth of both sexes on the Sabbath dayes 
in the afternoon — and that (if it may be conveniently) before their 
parents and others, who thereby may take comfort and instruction also 
. . * Give strait charge unto parents to come themselves, or at least to Send 
their children, to the church at auch times ; and especially unto minis- 
ters, to expdund unto them, and to examine the child in that little 
Catechism which is allowed by authority/ 

King James L to Abp, Abbott 1622. — ‘ That no parson, etc., shall 
preach any sermon hereafter in the afternoon but upon the Catechism, 
or some text taken out of the Creed, Ten Commandments, or Lord’s 
Prayer, and that those pfeachers be most encouraged and approved 
of who spend the afternoon’s exercise in the examining of children 
in their Catechism, and in expounding of the several points and heads 
of it.* 

King Charles L to Abp. Laud, 1633. — * That in all parishes the 
afternoon’s sermons be turned into catechising by questions and answers, 
where and whensoever there is not some great cause apparent to break 
this ancient and laudable order/ 

King Charles II. to Abp» Juxon^ 1662. — ‘ That where there is an 
afternoon’s exercise it be especially apent in explaining some part of 
the Church Catechism, or in preaching on some such text of Scripture as 
will probably and naturally lead to the handling of something contained 
in it, or may conduce to the exposition of the liturgy and prayers of the 
Church/ 

Such is the state of things amongst us at. present that the cita- 
tion of these document will by many be looked upon as equiva- 
lent to an attaci^ upon preaching ; and this because preaching 
has built itself a throne upon the ruins not only of catechising, 
but also of prayer and the sacraments. This is emphatically an 
age of preaching, in the most invidious sense of the word — the 
only sense in which catechising is opposed to it. And this has cut 
both ways : on the one hand, a belief iA the pulpit has become 
the articulus stantis aut cadentis Ecclesia; and, on the other, 
those who have been moved to resist this monopoly have yielded 
to the temptation to decry that which has been overrated ; to 
choose an cmensive instead of a defensive position ; and, through 
fear of the disparagement of sacrsihents, almost to deprive the 

* Tbe 59Ui Canou (1603) may teem to tram/ifr this duty to the half hour before 
Evening Frayer. But ttu Canon canmt repeal the Rubric : and indeed the latter hae, 
f ince that date, been as it were re-enacted as alaw of the lana. But both will be 6beyed 
by clergymen who attend the Sunday Ichobi before the eveniitf iervice> «nd during it 
catechise the childten. 

Christian 
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Christian flock of this jwrtion of their instruction, as if it were 
not written that ^ map shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.’ The sober 
Churchman will scarcely agree with either. 

^ I am not ignorant,’ says the Bishop of Exeter in his Charge deli- 
vered last summer, ‘ that many good men have thpught that the most 
valuable portion of public worship is the ordinance of preaching ; and 
we are sometimes told, in a tone of seeming triumph, that the great 
work for which our holy office vras appointed is “ to preach the gospel.” 
From the earliest days of the Reformation there have been two parties 
in our Church — each of them including many sincere and excellent men 
— who are and have been more strongly distinguished by their feeling, 
if not their language, on this particular, than by almost any other differ- 
ences whatever. 

‘ On which side the voice of the Church has spoken I need not 
say. But let me ask, has not experience also spoken ? and is not 
its testimony with the Church ? What are the results, the enduring 
results^ of the most eloquent, the most fervent, the most successful 
preaching, if it be not kept in due subordination to the immediate and 
proper purpose for which, the congregation is assembled in God’s house 
— emphatically called by God himself “the House of Prayer” — humbly 
to acknowledge our sins before God — ^to render thanks to Him— to set 
forth His praise— to hear His Holy Word — to ask those things which 
He knows to be necessary as well for the body as the soul — above all, 
to feed together spiritually on the body and blood of our Blessed 
Redeemer?. . . 

* And, after all, what is it to preach the Gospel ? Is it merely the 
delivery of ora) discourses ? In proclaiming the Gospel to the heathen 
this may indeed be the best and only way ; but in the instruction of 
those who have been already brought, by God’^ mercy, into the fold of 
Christ, can the sanae be truly said ? What is catechising ? What the 
reading publicly in the congregation the written word of God ? What 
the intelligent and devout use of our own ad miTarib Liturgy ?’ &c. — 
pp. 8, 9. ^ ^ 

It may then, incolumi sobrietate, be inquired (and this concerns 
the present subject nearly) what is preaching? For un- 
doubtedly many things are contained in the scriptural meaning of 
this word besides the delivery of sermons from the pulpit. Not 
to expatiate on all the manifold preachings of the press, through 
which it has come to pass that, in ninety-nine cases out of a hun- 
dred, we read where the ancienti; listened — and not to distinguish 
the various senses which manifestly belong to Ube Word* in very 
many passages of Holy Writ, which are continually brought for- 
ward, one thing may be plainly laid down — that catechising is 
preaching, in every sense in which preaching in scriptural ' The 
contrast, if a contrast must be drawn, is between one sc»rt of 
preaching and another. The question is, whether pne style is to 

swallow 
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swallow up all the rest? We would only plead, and plead humbly, 
that the preacher of sermons may not be allowed to claim a pre* 
scriptive right to the whole of that territory in which the Cate- 
chesis had an original and legitimate share. Let him look at 
the state of things under Archbishop Whitgift,* (remembering 
that, at that date, catechising on every Sunday and holiday was 
enforced,) and be gontent with the modern pulpites prosperous 
estate. - 

Nor would we be understood to imply that, in modern times, 
this had been unfairly acquired ; though it was clearly an irregu- 
larity and encroachment (carried on chiefly by the Puritan engine 
of afternoon lectureships) during the times to which our quotations 
carry us back. Unhappily, as the zeal for preaching grew, that 
of those who ought to have maintained catechising pari passu 
with it seems to have decayed. The ground was in a great 
measure abandoned and empty, and it was engrossed by sermons. 

Evelyn (quoted by Mr. Ley, p. 17) says, — 

* On Sund&y afternoon I frequently stayed at home to catechise and in- 
struct my family; those exercises universally ceasing in the parish- 
churches ; so as people had no principles, and grew very ignorant of 
even the common points of Christianity ; all devotion being now placed 
in hearing sermons and discourses of speculative and notional things.’ 

And the transition is indicated in two aneedbtes of Bishop 
Ken’s life (to be found in Mr. Round’s excellent edition of his 
prose works, pp. 8, 208) ; one of which proves that the itching 
ear had already taken to itself a congenial partner in the irreverent 
spirit. 

But, by whatever means effected, the result is clear. Cate- 
chising has been generally, if not universally, abandoned ; for can 
language les^ stttp; be used, even though it be true that there is 
a peri^ical reP^tation of it for perhaps one Sunday in the 
year, when the children of a parish appear in their gayest attire, 
and those who seldom enter the church at other times go to hear 
them repeat — ^merely repeat — the Church Catechism ? This is 
not catechising, but the mummy of it: the same sort of me- 
morial of what has been and is not, which is furnished in some 
of ohr colleges by the appearance of an old wooden trencher, to 
give the signal for grace after meat. And yet it is more than a 
mummy. As in all the old forms, which seem so lifeless in the 
eyes of the children of this generation, there is a providence in its 

♦ * Tienu JSvery Vieeniied preacheir shall yearly, in propria personot preach twelve 
wetmom at the leitat, within every diocese where Me benefice doth ly. Of the which 
twelve, eighiAt least shal be in his own cure. But if the said licensed preacher 
have iwo benefices, then be shal preach eight sermons at each of his benefices every 
year at least.* — Sirppe'B Wkitgift^ Appendix rf Record*, B. Hi. § 32. 

preservation. 
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preservation. It is not dead, but sleepeth ; and it may encourage 
us to hope that a day will come when our hearts shall wake from 
their slumber, to realise the waking spirit of the forips which we 
have retained. But in the mean season we must confess and de- 
plore that catechising, as an engine of the Church, has been 
tacitly abandoned. 

And what sort of a time was it which beheld this abandonment 
without inti^rfering ? It was the time of the dead palsy — an 
age whose soberness was latitudinarian, and whose zeal was 
schismaticaL Who can wonder at the success of those who pos- 
sessed life and energy in an age of death, though it were but a 
spasmodic life — a jerking, paralytic energy? And thus not only 
were souls lost to the Church, in the generation that then was, 
but the seed was sown everywhere of that anomaly, hereditary 
schism, by which the very first principles of Church feeling were 
enlisted against the Church herself. Does she now appeal to 
the simple evidence of that which has been transmitted to us ? — 
She is met by the allegation of a contrary tradition I Does she 
demand submission to authority ? — Alas ! to uneducated minds, 
an authority of a century’s standing seems as awfully primitive as 
that of her eighteen hundred years. And further, unless ex- 
treme caution and wisdom be shown, there is danger even in 
the recovery of such schismatics to the Church, For if the 
pastor begins by shaking the deepest natural foundations of their 
faith — faith in the religion of parents, in the instructions of in- 
fancy, in all the associations of youth and nurture — what manner 
of Churchmen are his neophytes likely to become? The roots of 
the tree will have been cut in transplanting it. The converts, 
having yielded up all this to one man’s argument or persuasion, 
must, upon principle, be the readier to listen to another's. 

Such is the disadvantage at which the minisfUrs of the Church 
are placed, in contending with enemies who have> as it were, 
stolen the defensive armour of Church feeling, while wielding all 
the offensive weapons of schism. And it is not unadvisedly that 
we ascribe all this, originally, to the decay of the catechetic dis- 
cipline. Proximately, the undoubted cause is the general igno- 
rance ; which, in spite of all the efforts which have been and are 
made to remedy it> is as deplorable in itself as it is likely to be 
fearful in its con^quences. The indications of an impending 
Jacquerie are, alas! not obscure. This is a melancholy admis- 
sion ; but one which brings no shame, for themselves at least, to 
the present generation of churchmen, whose glorioi|s reproach it 
is that they claim to interfere too much instead of too little in 
education. And the truth is plain, that if> through the. hostility 

. of 
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of many and the coldness of more, the efforts of the Church 
are inadequate, all others are futile. If she can do but little — 
thanks to those who would have her do less^others can do no- 
thing, either to remove the present evil or to avert that which 
threatens us. Nay, if ever so much were done otherwise than in 
her paths, the evil would be increased, not lessened. For what 
is teaching without g, rule of life? — what is the communication of 
knowledge without the inculcation of duty ? It is but to light a 
candle and put it into the child's hand before you turn him loose 
in a powder-magazine. Let politicians look to it ; for theirs are 
the combustibles which are in danger. And if they will educate 
people without precautions against their turning out anarchists 
and infidels, they will have furnished Chartism and Socialism 
with able leaders. It is not knowledge, but principles, which 
are to be imparted — not the intellect, but the character, which 
must be formed — whether we lo(>k to men as good citizens on 
earth, or as partakers of a heavenly citizenship * This the lati- 
tudinarian scheme cannot effect — scarcely, indeed, professes to 
attempt or to wish. The Church attempts it, and in the most 
thorough way, by teaching the duty of the Christian, as such ; 
knowing that in this the citizen's training is included. 

It is true that the members of the Church, lay and clerical, 
have in time past been supine ; and the clergy,* who as a body 
are mt supine, have to bear the taunts, and struggle against the 
evil of it all. They find continually the labouring classes unable 
to send their children to school after eight or nine years of age. 
They have to struggle, very often with little effect, to make those 
who are themselves uneducated appreciate the importance of edu- 
cation. So that, in a great number of instances, the Sunday school, 
which perhaps is rather better attended, cannot be devoted to the 
purposes of the K)ly day, to religious instruction and study under 
the pastor’s eye, as a relief from the work of the daily school, but 
must be much occupied with the preparatory process of reading 
and spelling. Again, country farmers Q O dura messorum ilia !’) 
are frequently unwilling that their apprentices, &c., should attend 
regularly ; or at least, which comes to the same thing, they let it 
be seen that they care nothing about it. ^ They think it much to 
make them come to church: the schoors claim seems utterly 
unreasonable. On the ignorance whieh results from this state of 
things the rcMskless schismatic builds his structure, with* all the 
instinctive confidence of his own congenial ignorance. 

The knowledge of the truth will not be sufficient to secure 
men from error : for we know that there must be heresies, like 

,, I — . - 1 - -- T - — ■ 

^ Philipp, iii. 20, where our versioa h&i cowvertatim. 
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other evils, in the world, for the trial of mankind. But is it pos- 
sible that such teaching as many of our sectarians deal in could 
have been listened to, had the catechetic discipline been sys- 
tematically maintained ; had the flock had the Scriptural doctrines 
of the Church Catechism, e. g*., repentance, faith, obedience, 
prayer, and the sacraments, inculcated, expounded, fixed in the 
memory and engrafted on the understanding by the process of 
such teaching? Could they have been led to believe, for in- 
stance, that schism was a nullity, and the one Catholic and 
Apostolic Church a phantom, if they had been instructed in all 
the articles of the Creed in their due order and proportions ? 
We cannot resist the temptation to quote, from Dr. Pusey's letter 
to the Archbishop of Canterbury, the remarkable words of the 
late Mr. Sikes of Guilsborough : — 

‘ I seem to think I can tell you something which you, who are young, 
may probably live to see, but which I, who shall soon be called away, 
shall not. Wherever 1 go, I see amongst the clergy a number of very 
amiable and estimable men, many of them much in earnest, and wishing 
to do good. But I have observed one universal want in their teaching ; 
the uniform suppression of one great truth. There is no account given 
anywhere, so far as I see, of the one Holy Catholic Church. 1 think 
that the causes of this have been mainly two the Church has been 
kept out of sight, partly in consequence of the civil establishment of 
the branch of it which is in this country, and partly out of false charity 
to dissent. Now, this great truth is an article of the Creed ; and if so, 
to teach the rest of the Creed to its exclusion, must be to destroy “ the 
analogy or proportion of the faith. This cannot he done without the 
most serious consequences. The doctrine is of the last importance, and 
the principle it involves of immense power; and some day, not far 
distant, it will judicially have its reprisals ; and whereas the other 
articles of the Creed seem now to have thrown it into the shade, it will 
then seem to swallow up the rest. We now hear not a breath about the 
Church : b}' and by, those who live to see it will hear of nothing else ; 
and just in proportion, perhaps, to its present suppression will be its 
future development Our confusion now-a-days is chiefly owing to the 
want of it : but there will be yet more confusion attending its revival. 
The effects of it 1 even dread to contemplate, especially if it come sud- 
denly ; and woe betide tbojse, whoever tney are, who shall have, in the 
course of Providence, to bring it forward ! It ought, especially of all 
others, to be matter of catechetical teaching and training. The doctrine 
of the Church Catholic and the privileges of Church membership 
cannot be explained from pulpits ; and those who will have to explain 
it will hardly know where they are, or which way they ate to turn them- 
selves. They will be endlessly misunderstood and misinterpreted. 
There will be one great outcry of Popery from one end of the country to 
the other ; it will be thrust upon minds unp^repared, and upon an un- 
catechised Church : some will take it up and admire it as a beautiful pic- 
ture; 
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ture ; others will be frightened and run away and reject it ; and all will 
want a guidance which one hardly knows where they shall hnd. How 
the doctrine may be first thrown forward we know not, but the powers 
of the woild may anyjday turn their backs upon us, and this will probably 
lead to those effects I have described.* — ^pp. 33, 34. 

But it may be said that these doctrines (that of the Church, 
however, excepted) have been continually handled, if not in cate- 
chising, at least in the pulpit : so that only the vehicle has been 
changed. Again let it be acknowledged, that where catechising 
bad fallen into disuse, those who supplied its place with sermons 
did the that they kniw how to do, under the circumstances. 
We hlarue no one — God forbid! — for being zealous to preach the 
Word in sermons : ^ these things ought ye to have done, and not 
to leave ]die other undone the blame rests on their exclusive 
devotion to one style of preaching it, and that not the one of pri- 
mary necessity. Men should have observed the order of the ex- 
hoi^l^on at the end of the Baptismal Service ; — ^ Ye shall call on 
the ^Ud IjO hear sermons; and chiefly ye shall provide that he 
may learn the ^ecd, the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Command- 
ments,' &c. Sermons are to be heal’d ; but, chiefly ^ the Cate- 
chism is to be taught. Nor was this change of views brought 
about without many solemn warnings. The distinction of style 
between sermons and catechising, their separate objects, their 
comparative utility, were continually set forth, long before the evil 
came to a head. To illustrate this, we had marked several pas- 
sages from Mr. Ley’s tract ; but time and space can as little be 
extended as they can be annihilated \ and it must suffice to refer 
especially to the citations from Abbot, Ussher, Wren, Hall, 
FuUeTi and More. 

And, as tbe Bishop of Exeter says, has not experience also 
spoken ; and is not its testimony on the same side ? And does 
not common sense speak in like manner ? Is a boy taught to 
write, or to mend shoes, or any other accomplishment, by a course 
of lectures only? Such attempts have indeed been beard of; 
but we need not dwell on the results. It is ^ the preaching con- 
ference,' to use the happy designation of Bishop Hall, which gives 
the due degree of variety to keep up attention, and familiarity to 
create an interest ; which enlists the catechumens themselves in 
the business in hand. The very tone qf the clergyman’s voice 
and his colloquial manner — so different from that of the pulpit- 
have their important results. He is not shooting over their heads. 
It is a difference similar in kind to that which is observable when 
one sits by a person who is reading or talking. In the former case 
it has often been remarked that it is difficult to keep the atten- 
tion from wandering : in the latter, not less difficult to abstract it. 

The 
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The faculty of attention varies (more than any other) in direct 
proportion to the intellectual cultivation. With the young, and 
those who are children in education, it is at the minimum* They 
are like those little birds which must rise and fall on the wing, 
instead of sailing along in a sustained .and steady flight. The 
attention, which cannot be kept fixed, must be continually roused 
and excited to a sCTies of exertions. It is very true that the 
teacher may not be able to go on so fast in his course as if he 
were merely to lecture ; bOt surely the general cannot be said to 
be throwing away time, who only waiu till his troops may come 
up. He might advance, perhaps, mimh faster ; but it would be 
alone. As Archdeacon Bather, with his strong sense and quaint 
language, remarks : ^ The little matter which the child has told 
you he will remember; which is better than having a wise 
saying of yours to forget' (p. 25). It would, in fact, be a 
waste of words to expatiate on so trite a theme as the excellence, 
the necessity, of adopting the Socratic scheme for teachll^ ; 
in which (to use the archdeacon's words again) the catechist 
^ first instructs his pupils by questioning th^ nfeaning into 
them ; and then eccammea^hem by questioning it Out of them ’ 
(p. 18). But there are various collateral advantages besides, 
making it supply a place for which the more elaborate style 
of preaching, by sermons, is insufficient. N ot, be it remembered, 
as superseding this, but as paving the way for it, and going hand 
in hand with it, lest the seed, however good, be sown at random 
or in vain. 

For instance, how great are the facilities which it offers for 
handling trifles or incidental circumstances, or anything which may 
be casually suggested, such as might be a less desirable subject for 
a sermon ; or such as, if preached upon once or twice, could not be 
treated over and over again, and brought back, and impressed on 
the mind so well by any other means* The value of this, in 
reference to children, is clear. Nor is it less, if the case of 
uneducated adults be considered. For its value, in reference to 
children, is not derived fn>m any occult sympathy with the age of 
childhood, but from its suitableness to the wetness and ignorance 
of the unformed mind. Evety one,, therefore, who ^ occupieth the 
room of the unlearned,’ is in so far in the condition of childhood, 
and to be dealt with accordingly. And is not this the case with 
the majority of ' hearers' in country places? What are they but 
children of a larger growth in understandings though without, 
alas ! some of the most precious parts of childish character ? For 
those who Can benefit hy it, the wrmbn ought, indeed, to be 
retained. But does the majority ili a rural; congregation consist 
of the advanced, the full-grown men, who, hy doing the will of 

.. God, 
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God, have come to understand the doctrine ; or of babes, as yet 
Unfit for strong meat?* Have they advanced, morally, beyond 
the Heed of, continued instruction in the first principles of their 
religion ; or, intellectually, so as to appreciate or understand the 
characteristic excellencies of a sermon? Rather these very 
characteristics, the points which to the educated (i. e. those for 
whom it is calculated) are its excellencies, prove stumbling* 
blocks to the unlearned. Harmony of parts-^close concatenation 
of argument — ^all that pertains to'llnily of composition, requires 
from the hearers the power of following from beginning to end, 
and of retaining all, from first to last. This is only for the 
educated, or at least for persons of disciplined mind, to do. The 
many bear off only disjointed bits, here a little and there a little, 
which either, like ^ that sweet word Mesopotamia,’ mean nor 
thing, or from their isolation assume a meaning not their own. 
Perhaps, indeed, the secret of such success as some ranting 
preachers have, who go on for hours together merely enunciating 
one and the same proposition with every possible variety of tone, 
language, dud action, is simply this, that whatever is carried off 
from their sermon is worth as much J|^ itself as it was there — is, 
in fact, very often the whole sermon. Whereas, in a well -digested 
discourse, this would be to pick a piece of glass out of a mosaic — 
a link out of a chain — a letter out of a word. Such a hint might 
be taken without loss of dignity even from ranting preachers ; for 
there is little of evil out of which no good can be drawn ; and it 
is an effort worth the hazard of some portion of dignity to open to 
the uneducated their share of the Church’s instructions in a form 
in which it will come more fully home to them. There is no* 
thing, provided it be applicable to the hearers, which may not be 
interwoven with the catechising. If the children have betrayed 
thoughtlessness, or passion, or stubbornness, this will be in the 
catechist’s mind, and his teaching will take the appropriate turn ; 
if the rest of the congregation are unpunctual in coming to 
church, or inattentive while there, there can be no difficulty in 
gliding to the consideration of those particular matters, and 
eliciting from the Catechumens (without a knowledge on their 
part, which might do mischief) the fitting admonition or rebuke. 
And all sorts of allusions to neighbouring places, recent occur* 
rences, matters of local history or tradition, can be used and 
worked inti^ the cateebetic teaching in a manner which would be 
inappropriate and ridicUlouiK in a sermon. But, above all, the 
series of our Lord’s discoursed .and miracles, which are known to 



^ Old Fuller My9, ' ^rn}Qti$ arelitie wlipl^jpints far men to manage^ but cate- 
ehisaig is mince-peMsit, sbred intp ^aestioiiaand anawexn^ fit for children to eal^ and easy 
for to digest* 
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every child who knows anything, form an inexhaustible fund of 
materials for illustration and comment. And if the meaning of 
what has been written above is at all indistinct, nothing more can 
be requisite than to meditate on the contrast in style between 
these discourses of our Lord and any description of pulpit dis- 
courses, to explain what is meant, and enable one to realise that 
particular system of instruction which the practice of catechising 
Would encourage* 

And the evidence of facts *seems to establish the insufficiency 
of that adverse system which has wrought so determinedly, and, 
unhappily, so effectually, td the destriA^tion of our catechetic dis- 
cipline. The assailants have pursued their plan with a courage 
and perseverance worthy of a good cause ; and their success is a 
good lesson of what may be effected by these qualities: for, 
looking at the subject historically, it will be found to divide itself 
into several periods, iii which the afternoon preaching was suc- 
cessively forbidden — rebuked — complained of — connived at— - 
sanctioned — recommended; — until at the present time, when 
we are rubbing our eyes, and beginning to see a little more clearly 
the real value of the original scheme, — when we would seek for 
help in the restitution of such a precious portion of our system,-— 
we find that the legislature has all but peremptorily forbidden’** 
the ministers of the Church to do that which the Prayer-book 
quite peremptorily commands them to do. And yet the Act of 
Uniformity remains nominally tinrepealed ! 

From the beginning it was foretold by wise men that certain 
results would follow from the substitution of sermons for catechis- 
ing : notwithstanding this, the substitution was made ; and the pre^ 
dieted state of things has come to pass. Is it not reasonable, then 
— is it not our practical duty, to return to the humbler instrument 
originally provided? — an instrument rejected, not because it had 
failed, but simply because it was too humble, too laborious, too 
churchlike, for persons whose besetting temptation was always to 
slight the body of Christ, and glorify indwidual members ; as the 
Church of Rome loses Sight of the communion of saints in an 
idolatrous veneration for their relics* Be it remembered that these 
are the old paths— the paths in which we are cOmifianded to walk 
' — the paths in which wise mep pf old found It their wkdom to 
walk — ^tbe paths which WeJre schematically followed in the purest 
ages, and gradually neglected as ignorance or corruption pre- 
vailed, until the Reformers came, a|id made it one of their proud- 
est boasts that they had restored ihfi old way of eatechising.f 

* Where shall the example stop? We know an instance where a parish priest has 
ex^h^ the Church Cuhchi$in fmin his very Sunday-schObls! 

f Luther t Works, tvi. "p^ ftb., a* quoted in &e Cknrth-kilitoHes. 
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There are two antagonist principles in our nature^ by which 
men admire most the most opposite things — those of which 
they best understand the good, and those which they, do not 
understand at alL And so it is with sermons. There are two 
descriptions of them which are eminently popular with the mass 
(i. €, the unlearned) of mankind. One, eloquent and redundant, 
with fine words and rhythmical sentences ; now lulling the 
hearers with its measured cadences, like the majestic flow of a 
•brimming river — now tearing up trees and rocks, and sweeping 
all before it in one overwhelming flood of irresistible superla- 
tives: but to tb-e unlearned, in either case unintelligible; or if, 
by chance, intelligible, still uncdifying, because identified with 
the thought of the abilities displayed. It was characterised, 
better than we could characterise it, by the enraptured old 
woman's meek reply to the question, * Couhk you understand 
the preacher you admire?’ ^ Would I presujne? blessed man!’ 
The other is quite the opposite of what has been described. 
It makes no attempt at oratory ; is independent of rhythmical 
sentences or musical delivery ; is homely, though rich and meta- 
phorical in language ; abrupt and irregular in style ; profuse 
in illustration ; in manner almost colloquial ; abounding in short 
sentences, with frequent questicms interspersed; and continually 
full of suggestions, which it moves the hearei* to follow up for 
himself. The characteristic of this, too, we will borrow, from 
one who said, ‘It was nothing fine; but one's conscience does 
not talk fine' The reader will have recognised in these descrip- 
tions the preacher who (making due allowance for the difference 
between the pulpit and the desk) comes nearest to the catechist, 
and the one who is most remote frqm him. Both are, un- 
questionably, favourites with the unlearned, far beyond any in- 
termediate class. But are both legitimate ? Are both likely to 
do good? 

If this praise must be withheld from the high-flown preacher, 
it will be no slight incidental recommendation to the catechetic 
system, that it is calculated, beyond anything else, to train and 
accomplish the clergy in pointing their more elaborate discourses 
also, right at the consci^ces of their hearers. We believe that 
few of them, aftd^ a little parochial experience, will hesitate to 
confess that pne of the difficulties which have been most for- 
cibly presented to them has been that of adapting the matter 
and style of their sermpns to a country congregation. To such 
as are fond of speculation, it is no means an unusual or un 
interesting study to contrast their first with their latest com- 
positions of the kind; and we believe that it is by no means 
without practical utility. We have oursdves seen an instance 

of 
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of this sort, in which a sermon, written when the author was 
fresh from the university, had been revised and corrected some 
years afterwards. Alas for the calligraphy of the MS. ! It had 
once been elaborately neat : but it was now more like a blotting* 
book than a sermon ! Every tenth verb and noun (on a moderate 
computation) had been scored out^ to make way for shorter, 
simpler, and more idiomatic phraseology. But all would not do. 
Our friend had, it is true, got rid of his 

‘ long-tail’d words in odtg and atUm 

but 'the full-resounding march, the long majestic line,’ was only 
halting, not destroyed : Cicero was still there, though it was Cicero 
on crutches ; and the rhythm which remained was, by the effect 
of contrast, more striking than ever ; as a party of deserters are 
detected, in plain clothes, by the sound of their footsteps. 

Some may perhaps think that the ground is too narrow and 
limited for real advantage, inasmuch as the Rubric confines h tO 
the exposition of some part of the Catechism. But, simple as 
that little manual seems, every page of it teems with never-failing 
matter for edification. Let those who doubt the sufficiency of the 
materials look at the little ‘ Scheme of Christian Theology, accord- 
ing to the arrangement of the Church Catechism,’ which Dean 
Ramsay gives in p. 3. Let them consider even the Lord’s Prayer 
alone, which we are almost tempted to analyse, sentence by sen- 
tence, by way of indicating the scope which each offers to the 
most excursive treatment. But this is not necessary. There are 
various works sufficient to furnish any one who is willing to try 
— even if it be but as an experiment — how far obedience to the 
Prayer-Book will make his ministry effectual. Bishop Nicolson’s 
exposition is now republished : those of Ken, and Beveridge, and 
Wilson, and Hammond, and Wake may easily be procured. 
And, for further illustration, there are Andrewes,*** Hooker, Jack- 
son, Barrow, Pearson, Kettlewell, and a host of other giants of 
our Church. 

But we do not ask for over-precision ; and the Rubric will 
be sufficiently Obeyed, even though the actual Catechism be 
from time to time departed from, in favour of portions of the 
Gospel history, discourses, parables, or miracles of pur Lord. 
These may be read or repeated^ and expounded by questioning, 
provided that the pastor leads his lambs continually ba<dc a^in to 
the Catechism, eliciting illustr^ittons of it from the Scnpture 
lesson, and commentaries on the Scripture in its^'familiar words. 
To catechise well is indeed, with all the helps, that can be fur^ 

— — ' .. ^ ^ -- -- -I--- - 1 ■- 1 -I- - - ■ ■ ■ -I - - 

We would Teooxnmead a glatioe at Biniop Ten Cornmandmente 

to any one who fearf that iJieW might be adacK of matterf ^ 

nisfaed. 
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nished, no easy task. It requires not only a g^'eat deal of closet 
preparation and of natural talent, but other qualifications too, 
which nothing but time, observation, and labour can bestow. 
Y et ‘ helps ' may be used with good effect : with beginners, 
Mr. Beaven’s will be of service, while Mr. Ramsay's Cate- 
chism seems equally valuable for those who are a little less 
ignorant; and the introductory remarks to each volume will 
well repay a diligent perusal. Archdeacon Bather’s charge is 
invaluable — stamped with thought ^d experience in every line. 
While the catechist is a novice, he would do well to read it over 
before every meeting with his catechumens. . But all these helps 
are little in comparison with the lessons of his own practice, 
which his weekly visiting, and the school, especially the Sunday- 
school, will furnish. Here he must educate himself that he may 
edify others ; learning how to put his questions so as to be un- 
derstood, and to lead (for this is his legitimate object) to the 
right answer ; observing how the laws of association vary in the 
minds of different individuals and classes, and how, therefore, his 
questions are to be arranged to make the chain easy ; studying 
their characters, moreover, that to all he may give their meat in 
due season. And thankful may he be, if, as generation after 
generation pass away from the school, he finds his power of com- 
municating and eliciting knowledge increase — yea, but a little ! 
Most thankful, if he sees the young men and women, whom he 
has known as boys and girls, regularly bringing their well-kept 
Prayer-books and Bibles (memorials of their good conduct at 
school) to church, Sunday after Sunday ; retaining their relish for 
the evening’s catechising, while they have attained the capacity 
for profiting by the morning's sermon. . 

But though the Catechesis must thus begin in the school, 
it must not be remanded altogether thither from the Church. 
If it were, it* would fail of much of its effect even upon the 
children ; and, besides, they were not the only persons for whose 
advantage it was designed.* To those who occupy the place of 
the unlearned in the congregation, it is as necessary as it can be 
to the children ; and these, to be instructed in that which children 
ought to know, must be got at through the children. Frequently, 
they are untaught as children, without their teachableness ; way- 

♦ George Herbert says of the country parson,—-^ He requires all to be present at cate- 
chising ; first, for the authority of the work ; secondly, that parents and masters, as 
they hear the answers prove, may, when they come home, either commend or reprove, 
either reward or punish ; thirdly, that those of the elder sort, who ate not well grounded, 
may then by an honourable way take occasion to be better instructed ; fourthly, that 
those who are well grown in the knowledge of religion may examine their ground^ re- 
new their vows, and by occasion of both enlarge their meditations.^ But we must stop, 
or we shall be tempted to transcribe the whole chapter. 


ward 
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wwd hB childhood^ without its hujmlil^. They canMt be brought 
to^school, fend therefore their teaching' biust be in the dKhrch. Too 
often they will not submit thefeaselves to of any kind, and 

so the lesson must be fleeted upon them ftbm Ihe catechumens : 
they ny^t be taught asAy a parable> aS it the^ were listeners aftd 
lookers-itm, judges and riot doers. To end the catechetic 
system of the Churchy if carefully followed^ ririll afford the surest 
means in laying down the plain doctrines and enforcing the prac- 
tical principles of Christianity. They will thus reach many who 
would have stopped their ears and hardened their hearts against 
any ^ Exhortation which spake unto^ them as unto children ; and 
if at last the thought arises in tlleir minds that the catechist 
* spake of them/ this will itself be fit proof that' the lesson has 
been laid to heart. ‘ ^ ‘ 


Art, III . — Edwin the Fair / an Historical Drama. By Henry 

Taylor, author of " Pliilip van Artevelde.’ London. 12mo. 

1842. 

<^HIS has been a money-making age. We are bringing no 
charge against it: we are only stating a fact, the boast of many 
and admitted by all. But, Whatever other advantages may belong 
to the extreme of industrialism, it certainly does not seem 
peculiarly likely either to cherish the dramatic instinct in the 
iiuiss, or to furnish the poet with the best materials for the drama. 
The pursuit of wealth, however honourable it may be in particu- 
lar cases, is not calculated, when it becomes a characteristic of the 
nation at large, to develop the more heroic portion of our nfeture, 
or to piesent us with the humorous side of things, or to fami- 
lianse us with those purifying agonies, unselfish struggles, and 
dauntless encounters which form the subject matter of the drama. 
It is not in a golden mirror that society can see its own face re- 
flected with clearness^ 

It will not be denied that another prevailing characteristic of 
our time, as far as the highUy'-cducated classes are concerned, is 
its morbidness. From whatever source thia morbidness may pro- 
ceed, whether from an excessive indulgence in private judgment 
and individual capiiee, from vanity, from repletion and satiety>^ pt 
from a critical jb^h indulge^ if^we were the end of all thmj^ 
and bad pothing to do except thewe that went before us-^ 
from wbjt^ver ^use or {^ctemnariori of .causes it may have arisen, 
this ex&ts, and jiO a degree which 

in many cases Stakes oriV fajodies m Ibr diseases, our 
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religion a spiritual nightmare, and society a continual sore. \Ve 
feel our own pulse in hand and foot, and record the progress 
of our digestion ; we know how our afTeotions have been secreted, 
and do not much, obje^ct to turn our pioral being with the 
whole of our experiences inside out to gratify the philosophical 
curiosity of the pasi|er-by. Such a tendency is fatal fo the 
interests of the drama. It is not so injurious to that species 
of poetry whose interest is merely individual and personal ; 
and, on the other hand, it may be so entirely thrown off for 
a time (abstinence being more easy than temperance) as to 
allow of the composition of works whose character is wholly 
external. But the drama is ihe exact balance of the subjective 
and the objective ; it reqii|iitea< the mingled strength of intuition 
and of observation— the ^ prudens interrogatio ’ of the philosopher 
inspiring that eye which yet can see objects as they are — 
and therefore the dramatic art can never be healthfully exercised 
except where there exists a certain equipoise between the faculties 
which converse with outward things and those which acquaint us 
with our own souls. This morbidness also, be it remembered, 
engenders egotism, and egotism with the mass degenerates soon 
into selfishness, and selfishness is destructive of sympathy ; and one 
main attraction of the theatre is that noble sympathetic vibration 
by which a single feeling is communicated at the same moment 
to a multitude of brother-men held thus in union. 

An analogous obstacle to tlie drama will be found in the ex- 
treme metaphysical tendencies of the present day. To pore over 
the psychological tablet of man, half map, half picture, to w^atrli 
the growth of nascent instincts, to listen for the inorganic voice 
of objectless appetites, to wait for the breezelike movement of 
emotions newly awakened and slowly advancing from the shores 
of Lethe, to combine these semi-torpid elements of humanity willi 
what art ue may, and at last to look through the mists of our 
metaphysical dream till we behold the phantom forms of men — 
our own reflection — all this may be most excellent in another 
walk of poetry, but it is not dramatic. 

It is not, however, from its intellectual bias only that we think 
the spirit of the age (as distinguished from the accidents of the 
time) wanting in dramatic aptitudes* Its moral qualifications also 
appear not exactly of the right sort. It is deficient in simplicity, 
in earnestness, in robustness — in that intrepid and impassioned 
adventurousness which desires and dares to watcbl^the great battle 
of the passions on the broad platform of common life ; and in that 
elasticity of soul which makes renewed vigour the natural recoil 
from suffering, and a deeper self-knowledge wijth a firmer self- 
government the chief permanent results of calamity,' are 

the 
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heroic virtues of out nature ; and the Drama is the heroic 
walk of Poetry. Without these qualities it is ^ impossible 
heartily and practically td value a great dram^U literature as it is 
to produce it. We luigj be drawn to th# the^elfe by the fame of 
a succ^jifttl actor, or m^plendout of a^ic di^coration ; we muy^'^ 
go thefe’ from idleness or caprice : but aft is deepest and best 
in the drama will be thrown away upon u$.' Everything else i^e 
may have, things better or things worse, but not this. We may 
write ornamental poetry as we may paint furniture-pictures, or 
descriptive poetry, or the poblest lyrics, or the most profound 
philoai^hical pieces. We may descend into the depths of medi- 
tative pathos, or ascend into the tegions of the mystic and the 
spiritual : but dramatic poetry wO'^lthall aim at in vain, unless 
we sincerely appreciate those maUljr qualities which arc the firm 
foundation of real life, and therefore of imitative art. This is 
the reason that the time at which the drama rises up is the 
heroic period of a nation — the Heroic period not yet extinct, thouj^i 
passing into the intellectual, and therefore at once present in 
j)ower and beginning to be associated with the records of a sacred 
and legendary past. We put olf our coat-of*mail to assume 
the iron buskin and the tragic robe ; and the first sound from the 
stage is the note of self-gratulating strength,— 

* Now are our brows bound with victorious wreaths.' 

It is while we still thirst for the great enterprises of active life 
that we desire to see them represented, while the game of society 
retains yet some of the warlike graces of a tournament, and be- 
fore our youth has relinquished its reckless humours or its ideal 
and half-fantastic elevation. It is before the social principle has 
become merged in the selfish instinct that the popular feeling so 
necessary for all true art, and so useful both by exhibiting the 
average and spontaneous judgment of men under very various 
circumstances of life, and by enkindling through sympathy the 
deepest powers of the artist, retains its unity and its collective 
force. This social and sympathetic principle has been materially 
impaired by the exclusive character of modern intercourse, and 
by those arbitrary distinctions which break Up society into cliques 
and sets. It is before the principle of division and mechanical 
arrangement has supplanted the essential ties by the conventional 
modes of life, and weakened the tone of the indi^dual mind even 
while increasing its stores an^muhipljdng its implements, that the 
poet possesses that many-banded versatility of rcfsource combined 
with that fiery and yet majestic intensity of mind, which is neces- 
sary to awsthen his ereative faculty and endow its creations with 
life and realUy. » ^ 

2 B 2 We 
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We have stated a very few of the mmy reasons which incilno 
tut to believe that the age in which we live is undraxnatic. Life, 
however, iS life age, and there“€an never be a time in 

which dramatic find its resoles if the impulse of 

" the poet be strong eno^n'to bear him u|> against drcl|p|tonces. 
Of this v^e had" one |^r^oof eight years ago in the puh^mon of 
^ iPhilip Van Artevelde and we have now another^ to our minds 
not less conclusive, in that of ^ Edwin the fair.* 

The story of the drama may be summed up as follows At 
the accession of Edwim the kingdom was divided into two parties, 
the adherents of the monks on the one hand, and those of the secular 
clergy on the ofher. Edwhpi^ lakhig part against the monks> pro- 
ceeded, before he had beei^ legally crown^ or firmly established 
On the throne, to eject the,;!^gulars from the benefices which they 
had usurped in the previous/^ign. He betrayed, moreover, an iii- 
^^nalion to ally himself with his cousin Elgiva, whose family, and 
eSj^cially her brother Earl Athulf, were the chief support of the 
secular cause. Edwirfs first struggle is to bring about bis coro- 
nation, notwithstanding the resistance of the monks, headed by 
Dunstan, and Odo the Archbishop of Canterbury. In this he is 
successful ; but he rashly proceeds to solemnize bis marriage on 
the very day of his coronation, and he neglects the military pre- 
cautions requisite to protect such a proceeding. The wisest of his 
councillors, Earl Leolf, whose presence might have guarded him 
against this indiscretion, bad been a lover of Elgiva’s, and had 
retired frO|h the Couit when the king became his rival. 

The instant that Dunstan discovers the nuptials to have been 
solemnized, he causes the new queen to be seized and sent to 
Chester, there to be imprisoned until a synod should have been 
convened to decide as to the validity of the marriage — the king 
being also put .under restraint. 

The chiefs of the defeated party, Athulf, who had escaped from 
Dunstan’s liands, and Leolf, who had remained aloof, faithful as a 
subject though supplanted as a lover, rejoin each other in force at 
Tunbridge, whence they send proposals of peace to the synod as- 
sembled in Londoii. A stormy delate ensues ; but at last the 
terms offered by the royal party rejected through the art 
of Dunstan, The m^riage is declared' void ; the chiefs on the 
king's side, as ^well as E%iva, are excommunicated; and here 
ends the third 

In the fourth Act we find Dunstah practising on the king, first 
by promises and then by threats, with a view to procure his abdi- 
cation. At the Critical mont^t, however, the Tower is stormed 
fey Earl Athuij^^and the king release^ Duu^n csc«ming by flight. 
In the fifth Act the flight of Dunstan is arrCj^ed by the rising 

of 
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<rf,thc populasce in his favoUr^ and ha j(A 0 kes bis wwlo Malpas, 
where the chiefs of his {tarty had assembled to conSwler the ex- 
pediency of making’ peacei t)uhsian seat^|!%e^sseinbly taihe 
winds, and prepares f<i^osdU^es« however, the 

naturahplttlt divisions prodnced^^onstan takes place in 
the D^ish invasion. For JDunstan this qalmity aggravated ly 
the greatest affliction Hvxt could befhll hi^, in the death of his 
mother, who lay sick at Glastonbury when the Danes assaulted 
that place, and expires from the terror and fatigue of her flight. 
To her son she sends her last injunction that he should heal his 
country’s wounds and turn his arms againi^ the Danes. The 
spirit of the monk yields at last ta^jg^ci^ity, calai^ity, and filial 
jnety, and he sends an overture 'tut it comes too late. 

Elgiva, impatient of her coyifineifi!^, jhad induced Xf^olf to aid 
licr in a premature escape from Ch^i3fter Castle. They ate sutf 
prised and slam by Duristan’s adherents ; and Edwin, infuriated at 
the loss of his wife, rushes into battle, is defeated, and receives a 
mortal wound. Dunstan’s jMirty, however, in the very act of 
thanksgiving for victory, are overwhelmed by the terrible onslaught 
()1 the Dane. 

It will be seen, if not from this sketch of the story, from the 
elucidation for which this sketch will prepare the way, that the 
subject of ^ Edwin the Fair’ is not wanting in variety of interests, 
political, ecclesiastical, personal, and romantic ; and not less 
various are the modes of treatment. It is the privilege of the 
mixed drama to include and reconcile many different atyl,es, the 
lyric and the comic as well as the tragic. Our first quotation 
sliall be from a part in wliicb the lyrical element has a large 
share — the scene preceding the coronation banquet. The songs 
ol the two fortune-tellers foreshow the fortunes of the Earls 
Alhulf and Leolf : — 

‘ d Thane, Hark ye ! are we blind ? 

The Piincesswas led in by brave Earl Athulf; 

And didst thou mark the manner of it, ha ? 

Scholar. Mqthought she leaned upon him and toward him, 

With a most graceful timid eaw^^hess; 

A leaning more of iifstinct than" of purpose, 

And yet not undesigned. But think you then , * . . ’ [Th^y pas^> 

JXetdu (sinys^io a harp). 

She was fresh and she was fair, 

Glossy was her golden hair ; 

Like a blue spot in the sky 
‘Was her c|^r and loving eye. 

He wap^ true and he was bold. 

Full of miifth as he could hold ; 
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Through the world h^1>roke his way 
'With j^stj and laugh, and lightsome lay. 

W^#h^ly, love ye well] 

Chall^gi the gates of IletT. 

Lqye and truth can ride it out, 

Come mdal song or battle shout. 


First Priest, Our gallant Heretoch, the good Earl I^olf, 

Should have been there raethought. ^ 

Second Priest, He should have been ; 

But there are reasons, look ye, — i'easons^mum — 

Most excellent r^sons — softly— in your ehr — [They pas^, 

TInorhiorga (sings), He.il^yCK^^n the rock, and he looked on the sea, 
And be said nf his false Loi^ * Love, where is she ? 

Have they bought her with and lured her with gold ? 

Is her love for her lover a talc^that is told?^* 

IProm the crest of the wave* in the deep of the gulf, 

Came a voice that cried, Save! for behold the sea-wolf!’* 

He stood on the rock, and he^»h)oked at the wave, 

And he s.iid, “Oh, St. Ulfridl Who’athis that cries Save !’* 

Then arose from the billow a head with a crown, 

And two that divided the hair falling down* 

As the foaba in tlie moonlight the two hands were fair, 

And they put by the tangles of seaweed and hair. 

He knew the pale forehead — a ^ell to his ear 
Was the voice that repeated, “ The sea-wolf is here !** 

“ I come, Love,’* he answered. At sunrise next day 
A fisherman wakened the Priest in the Bay ; 

“ For the soul of a sinner let masses be said — 

The ein shall be nameless, and nameless the dead.** — ^pp. $1-91. 

These are good songs, and there are few things which it is so 
difficult to write. The namnent we endeavour to give complete- 
ness or wholeness to a song the true lyripal spirit is lost. It is a 
vain labour to balance part against part; to elaborate some 
central thought, and illustrate it with metaphors which have 
already done service elsewhere and are liow served up cold. A 
song is essentially fragmentiry. It is a tnass of closely charged 
feeling suddenly hading vent, catcluug in its passage a stream of 
imaginative thought — ^melting into ii and scattering itself abroad 
in harmonious words. One characteristic of a good song^ and a 
reason why ^^.ruodern^etry we have so few, limits objectivity. 
The passion is^pressed is unconscious of itself : it is borne by a 
happy instinct at once to its object: it sinks into that object and 
loses itself. Theret exists a remarkable analogy between the 
lyrical and the dramatic faculties. The piind of a dramatic poet 
haust, like the island of Prospero, be 

‘fu|l of noises, 

Sounds, and sweet airs, tltat give delights and hurt not.’ 


The 



353 


by the Author of Philip van Artevelde. 

ground should be firm and strong, but the ^ which hangs 
above it must swell and undulate with music ever ready to shoot 
a sweet note through the discords of tl^ jVorld below, to put 
a kind interpretation oil every chande,,^^W|»^mise better things 
for theilhture. The\characters of i alama ’a|o not mere indi- 
vidual men : they belong at least to a geu£^e» if not to a moral 
ideal, from which they have in fact b^n subtracted. Nor is 
nature in poetry mere nature: it borders' more closely than 
common life on an archetypal region of justice and of glory. 
Throughout the whole drama there must thus be infused a certain 
lyrical spirit, that is, a spirit of elevation, buoyancy, and vitality. 
Songs are this spirit condensed made visible : they are the 
sudden and electric flashes of thi^^po^idcal element concentrated, 
mating itself to new forms, and re»|qtring the equilibrium of ima- 
gination and passion. By no other attribute of Mr. Taylor’s 
poetry are we more convinced of its naturally dramatic character 
than by the freedom and grace of his songs. 

The Greek Tragedy, as is well ktioWn, originated in the choral 
ode, and retained to the end of its nobler period a predominance 
of the lyrical character. This circumstance is alone sufficient to 
account for the ideal structure of that drama, as well as its ele- 
vate<l spirit, and in part for the impassioned rapidity of its action, 
in which event followed event with a turbulent precipitance like 
the successive notes of a triumphal song. In England the 
species of poetry which, before the period of the drama, had most 
fijund its way to the hearts of the people was the narrative ballad ; 
and if imagine the ballad to have had something of the same 
influence in suggesting our historical drama as was exerted by the 
Ode on the Greek Tragedy, the conception ,will facilitate our 
understanding the great difference between *tbose two species of 
composition. We shall thus observe the necessary sujieriority of 
the classic Tragedy in poetic loftiness, and its inferiority in 
Wtriety, in detail, in familiar pathos, in* local associations, and 
in picturesque effect,. In some of these latter qualities the 
Historic Drama w ou|ll seem to liAre an advantage over our own 
1 ragedy also. There is one remarkable difference between our 
romantic Tragedy and Historic Drama, which is forcibly re- 
('alled to our recollection by the work before us. In pure 
Tragedy therh is> or there ought to be, inore of ^int^ity, of com- 
pact energy, and consequently of elevation, thait in the Historic ; 
but in the latter species of composition the delidency may be 
atoned for by a greaU»r breadth of effect and taore of philoso- 
phical equability. Hence too the' historic drama presents us with 
a calmer and more widely instructive picture of hum an life. In 

* See an article on the / Orostea of iEsohylua ^ in our last Volume. 

’ ^ Tragedy 
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Tr^^ly ^problem of Kfe is f#e$sed npon om a^ttifntion; fa 
the historic jJay it is solved. The former, from its very sup»«' 
riority in compa^;Q|||^4^6S imt leayc, as it were, room for light: 
the diii[erent char4P|i^,^j^d1k> close tc^ifcher as to levershadow 
caqH otjsier ; thp^ stru^W ht the action is, to a certain '^ent, a 
battle dfe the reader's interest partakes^ there- 

fore, of a certain breathless and supernatural 'awe. It is not, 
however^ when the nerves of feeling are strung to a degree 
of extraordinary tenseness that we can appreciate the average 
motives of men — or trace out the threads of the web woven 
by human beii^ as they move by a natural instinct through 
the concentriqilSrcles of social, and political life. To 

learn this we mnij^^gl^^ye the course of action and of 

passion devdbping thems^||^^%y a process more leisurely and 
relaxed, ft is thus that wd ishall recognise in man a being who, 
as an individual indeed, is invesled with a mysterious Freedom 
which renders his desires des%ns inscrutable, but who at the 
some time, as a social being^ subject to a Law that moves in him 
without his consciousness, atfd^by vi|lue of which Society becomes 
capable pf possessing a natural history of its own. In Tragedy 
the geni^^Jiaw is often lost In that disproportionate development 
of individhdl Will which is necessary for the resistance of sfsrer- 
whelming circumstance: in the wider and less tempestuous ex- 
panse of the Historic 'Drama, we have opportunity apd ^jpJiUience 
to follow .out the working of the general law as it influences 
the actkms even of men whose motives appear most different; 
and, pursuing the sooial instinct thus along its devious course, 
we ere gradually initiated into that ^ philosophia priula * of man 
which gives us a*clue to the true nature of . society, sii^plying n 
principle of unity where ^nfusion seems to reign, and striking 
the key-note to the harmdhies of human life. The great idea 
of Trag^y is, as has been a hundred times observed, that of 
Fate : what then is that of the Historic Drama? It appears "to 
us to be a very different idea — that n^mmly of Providence : Wc 
trace the circle all round, and, observin^^Pih converging lines to 
point to one spot, we find the solut^pujoT the complex system of 
actions and reactions in the words S ereXe/ero 0ouXyi. We 
acknowledge an Olympian power, not a hand from the shades — 
a prondenco^jo^ oppressmg and subdufog man, bu^irorkingVith 
his strivings it works beyond them ; and ihu^ while it vin- 
dicates the 10od, the Historic Drama instructs us likewise 

in the philosophic lore of nature and of man. 

. It is obvious that, to fulfil this its peculiar office, the Historical 
Drama ough| tp embrace a wider sphere and compass of interest 
thap Tragedy. Such appears to the character of the work 

before 
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befo^ us in a remarkable degree. .Indeed in its comprehensive- 
‘and in its amount of detautyt differs from histone 

dramas as they <Jo from Tragedy. 

Dunstan^ Wulfstan, Lec^f, and Athulf, a|r4 al^haracters of pri- 
mary imjMancc ; each of them cQmmand|j^^|idt^ Ifilerest in its own 
way; wmiethe different sources of interest ^are balanbed as 
to prevent the historico<<dramatic and the pnietical effects from 
being lost in mere intense anxieties for ^ individuals. Odo, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, tliough age ha^s deprived bam of 
the keener part of his intellect, and Danstan’s craft of that 
weight which would otherwise belong to his vehement and un- 
compromising temper, remains on the whole a j considerable 
person from his past energies atld T^l?<6sent statibn; Claren- 
bald, the chancellor, may be detil^bed in a few Vords : — 
orderly, upright, versed in affairs, ahd efficient. The young 
King, though, from youthful precipitance as well as carelessness, 
hardly equal to the needs of thV time, is worthy of his throne, 
brave as w^ell as gentle, single-hear^d ?fend royal-minded, and 
exciting a deeper interest a& we becOJiie acquainted with his 
strength through his trials, ^he Queen-mother is the darkest 
of all the figures introduced, and has least to redeem lier : ma- 
lignant, wrong-headed, and narrow-hearted ; blundtifring on 
with a paralytic obliquity of mind ; her religion a fipar ; her ma- 
ternal iojwe an animal instinct. Of a very different order is Wulf- 
stan the Wise , — a recluse and a philosopher ; subtle of intellect, 
\ot simple as a child; a mind rather than a man; searclring all 
things fcT their inner laws, and scarcely noticing their outward 
effects , seeing through all objects, and therefore seeing them not ; 
diawmg bis manifold wisdom from the springs of intuitive and dis- 
cursive reason, and yet, with amusing and not unnatural perverse- 
ness, fancying his especial gifts to be knowledge of the world, and 
skill in the conduct of business. By the very largeness of his being, 
exempted from the agitations of life> like a ship which lies along 
too great an expanse wavqs to feel their shocks ; yet prompt in 
sympathy as well as dfWiug where need is, and at a word of kindness 
moistening his visionaiy4yefi with dews that rise from no philoso- 
phic fountain or Olympianji^^^. We are much pleased also with 
the ci^ract^r of the |*rmee^!p^hilda, though it may be too slightly 
drawn to be ,j^I>i^iated. She is one of those beings 

whom in reai'^fe we fetfe without exactly knowU)£l#hy> or caring 
to know — innocent, devout, soKcituus, and adding 

the gracefulness of her illustripuf descent^w that of her youth 
and sex. She has in a singular degsee ^hat wocuaidy charm of 
blamelessncss tvbiph consi^S ii^ tlm ^ha(m«e of salient 

points or disprpportionate this rtafiton we think 

' it 
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it was well c^^lnred that y^e should not see much her, 
but grotr in part to undMtaud her tibrougfh the impressicus^she 
makes on^lathers. tThe schf%ir^ the minstreh the soldier^ all love 
her ; and eV^h?^^ <im^tt‘4aiother doea^ not hate her- The cha- 
r^icter of Elgivwdoes]^ much interest us ; nor has that of Sidroc 
kft a strot^l^pression’^on our mind* For Earl Aihirtf we shall 
qhote the him given by Wulfstan in his programme, of 

a speech carefully constructed in his study for the benefit of a 
public assembly, bufejike many such Qrations, not destined to find 
a seasonable utterance 

* As one whose courage high and humour gay^ 
flliver a vein of cautien : his true hearty 
Intrepid though ft he, not blind to dlinger^ 

But through ima^hllUion’s optic glass 
Discerning, yea^hnd magnifying it may be, 

What sttll he darCs. 4 . 

prdan^ for enterprise 
By reason of Mahdtdness, and yet apt 
Fox coi!n^ij$lm%^wing 15 that vein 
Of fancy whichei^ances, prudence which wards 
Contingencies of peril.* — p. 137. 

This Character, Athulfy strikes us as drawn m^tly from obser- 
vation,-4Mpia|^ Duustan from reflection and imaginative induc- 
tion. Leolf, more t|tan all the rest, bears the impress of that 
poetic sympatly on the part of the author which 1 $ ls> essential to 
the vi^^lness of the picture as well as to its accuracy. He is, on 
the wimJe, our^vounte^ but hs a character so simple and majestic 
would be rather conftpJ^ than explained by criticism, we shall 
make our readers ao^ambsd with him through tte following 
soliloquy. He has quitted the court, and is pacing the sea-shore 
near his own castle at i|^ti[fcgs . — 

^Leoif. Here agaifi I staad, 

Again and oa|Jhe solitary shore 
Old ocean pl^a as on an instr^^m^t, 

Making that aMeot music, know^ ? 

That ancient muiic; onfy not 
As He who patted oceetl#||Hlry land, 

And saw that it waa'gOOiA? ^pon mine ear, 

As m the maou of susceptifs youth» 

Tte yellow mumuT faUs-^but &ida the sMse 
DipM^by distemper j rfuiH 1 sayt--by time? 
En^h:^ctiou hM my life been spent 
Through me past decsdci p rebate tW edge 
Of early sensibility. dTlie auu 
Rwto high, apd on the ttn^mtghfares of life 
I fthd myself a tnff m miMle 


Busy 
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B^s]r bard to pleaa^.;^ Tba aun aball soon 
oh! liW lifelike 

Are life’a two twiligh^lf! . ^ould the last were^Hiiii^ 

Aod tke first last I tbef^ ^ w^inisllit^be^if^tbed 
^ Upon the thorou^b&rea pf buaf 
, Beneath the noon-day sun» with 
Fresh aa therapriM^with hope of hwftW^ghb, 

I Humiliated mists and spangled lawneL 
And woodland orisons and nitfolding flowers. 

As things in expectation.— Weak of faith! 

Is npt the course of earthly outiook^ thns 
Reversed from Hop^ ah argument to Hope — 

That she was licensed to the heart of man 
For other than for earthly eonteinplations, 

In that observatory domldtl^ed. o -•» 

For survey of the stars ? night descends^ 

They sparkle out,— Who coifies 1 rt’is Wulfstan’s daughter. 

Emma (to Ethway^ thu^ side-^scene'). 

Go now and bring my father^^^ py Lord, 

I fear you ’ve fallen in love Wijfe smittide. 

Leolf, A growing W6akweii-%jot so tyrannous yet 
But that I still can welcome my heart 
Myjpretty friend. ^ ^ 

mmia- I thank you, my good LoW* 

JLeolf. You find me here discoursing to Ihe " 

" Of ebbs and flows ; explaining to the rocim* "" 

How from the excavating tide th^y win 
A voice poetic, solacing though sad, ' 

Whichj when the passionate winds revisij^lhemt 
Gives utterance to the injuries^ of time# ; - ^ ^ 

Poets, I told them, are thus mad^< 

Emma* ^ ,ify jCiord, 

It is not thus through mj|'^^j(yL|£P^d hope, 

That you are pade poeticalr^^f. 7^. 

The soliloquy abo^e quoted appea^|a us very beautiful ; and 
not less observable b £min^*s wpmanlylliipatience of abstractions, 
and her immefhate rj|lS^ce of Leolf t*4o0p sayings to the personal 
well-being shtfl^iss. We that our limits permit us 

Only to refer our readers ,i|^^^continUaUon of this scene, which 
IS rendered to us not by the philosophical dis- 

quirffions of Wulfstan Profound moral pathos which 

pervades and harmonises iu , #hat|«^s more unlike 

in many respectisr |hmi Wulfi^n, «lb<l it would be 

hard to find ; yet drouihstan^fes draw that common 

element which exists {H souls disiin41m!‘. ^ If Leolf re- 

volves the woes of life, not less deeplyfthAugli jknows it not, 
and she but half) has the ih^vith|i^le so^w pierced the 

bosom of his youflg companiph. ^ If Wu}f$tan cait moralise the 

fortunes 
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fortune$ qf others, he is^^ot Ji^ioself seciure: it W nanoun^ to 
him thatf|jia daugbier bos a marriage, aill«^s 

metapbyiwi dissertations W shadeady reduced to the brief sum- 
mary, ^ I have It is in vaiu that hi* friend would 

console him: 




t*>ik 


Kay* nay* my wWby Wend*^ 
m. My lor^* ’ds so. 

She is'my daught^* hut no more my chfid* 
Aud therein Ui a loss to parents’ heaits 
Exceeding great/ ^ 


Yet, as Wnlfstan the Wise forgets his wisdom When touched 
himself^ so l^lf forgoes bis musings fe> conveme with his ^ pretty 
friend,’ an^^mma’s goi^iy triumphs over her pain. Her he^rt 
seems but the lighter for itsjbleeding ; and thus tha three are 
made— as sorrow and ^ dsti? make all human beings — fit com- 
panions^ 

We have alreafj^ ir^a^ked that in the Historical Drama 
the interest is as a social as of a personal kind. 

Known rather by 1^^ :|i^ortnnes than his actions. King 
K^hli though sufficient ^ fo aupply the whole interest of a 
romantic could, hardly have held, e3cs!l^ nominally, 
the chief ^^d central place in the plot of a drama. The cha- 
racter ot ^e dp^ibed required also, we Hunker that the 
\urioas interests of should notadhfsre to atidp^^dual as 

a centi^hut rather tevplv^ round the foca^L point of a philoso- 
phicak^l^ }>eri^s of history most/ worthy of dramatic 

treatm^t alws^ those in which occUr events of sucli 

obvious inmrei^^;Pt#N^^mamsalves to rivet our attention. Strange 
escapes, sudden ^^x;l3wfoni|#^^fore6een calamities, — 'these will 
never appeal in viMU to telepathies of the most careless feader ; 
buf such eventSj no moM lessour can yield us no 

incVi^ase of political wis^gi> ^nd afforif (if there be any 

truth in what we have the fonct^ of the Historic play) 

no sufficient field for ihe^^ hi the He requires one 

of those periods of social tef^tafion the national 

eUjmtgies ate evolving themBelv^^U^ai^^Ing to some internal lawt 
in which. principles .which naturally in the human 

heart, ^^tpted thf UfjiSi^VC^ t^^ind of the reduse, rueeivc 
a misskmt^^for^^d^nvi^ld the desfiniesvpf iHM man; in 

and 

mmmesting tfiep attest the great 

truth^ilhft^ foe progri^ M iietic§a»,.dik;e Ob^^wjim^p i» the progress 
of^md/ outward 

impuk*^- ^ a,state|^f to us by the con- 

te^l^We^ foe cUdW. power. As the 

interest 
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intfs^t of th\» was one general nature^ so idbie result 

wiailwe of i^eritianent instruction the stalesinan alM the phi- 

We thtnky then^ the subject of the us on the whole 

well cho$^, though it |)Osses$es not the i^l'antage <4 concentrate- 
mg the ii^fetest on an individual character, nn^ inVmves, there- 
fore, a Considerable sacri^O ot obvious effect, and peihaps of 
immediate popul#i5ty. Without a principle of unity, indeed, no 
dramatic work can possibly be good j but that harmony of effect 
which IS produced by some one predominant character, is, though 
a very effectual mode, still only one mode of giving unity In 
painting and in sculpture, it is not merely by means of a central 
figuie that unity is given to a group. When the pdsons consti- 
tuting that group, or the larger them, direct then 

attention to a common object or action, theio wt‘ 

bale unity; and we feel it the more strongly if something of 
a common expression be found in the d|fferent faces Variety 
is, ot course, necessary also , but whedH VsiSely exists there may 
be lound a lemarkable degree of likeness. There 

may exist in the various faces a r^Sibrnhlance, as of kindred; 
or they may expr§ess the same passions in different dc^eCs and 
Stages ; or the passions which they egress may be to each 

other, oi supplufUiental to each other* Imity which 

we generally ^ffnd in pictures of the and every one 

who has ever admired them will admit ^jbipi^the effe<^ of h^^fuiony 
thus com eyed to the mind (whether thil^gh a sWnce'ili^ for- 
gotten, or by the unconscious genius of early^iltiits) is often 
far moie full and satisfactory than that 'phihhVtre receive from 
modem works, designed according th^^^mMeat rules of com- 
position;^ and executed with the mofl^M^ble desire to balance 
colours, and to subordinate aecessoriei^^^P^dpahi^ 

Of this nature is the runty which per^j&s the drama before us. 
Throughout it we find one fpiril j tbe!i|m^ namely, of England 
in the time of that which rjghged with auch violence be- 
tween the thought’ Throughout 

the whole play we trace working its way in difi^rent 

chaiacters accordn^ to varying with their 

varieties, but everywhere rio one is too high or too 

low to lake a^rUtin tibia grewt <^^i^fhothe/s 

< mean and to the i^ly 

defence, while persecntidlfky Ker 

fears.’ The Pnnee^ bRir*ca^^^ the Otld super- 
stition has touched thot^h im talfttod *%«r purity of 

spirit*’ The monks are ^ rariug and #oe sigm and 

wonders in his mockhl'iil^ullpiig^ tibo wither ; the 

nobles 
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nob]e$ ciAiow them^iveg to b^^marsballed at hisr pleasure in the 
field of iitttle. The Ardhbimop of Canterbury grc^ws jealous 
ere long endeavours « ^ Tain to sepataie Im fortunes from 
those of the of the age^ The eharaoters arrayed on 

the other deeply impressed with the ^ant^^onist 

principle. ,B%iva is hardly more eamelt inher love for ^dtvin than 
in hei^bati^of thfe jaionastic party: the Earls Leolf and Athulf 
are full of the high-minded indignation of nobles twho have long felt 
themselves supplanted in the affections of the people, and at last 
find themselves assailed even with their own* weapons of military 
force. The king*'s jester has learned to value a sharp saying against 
Duustan above his other witticisms ; even the recluse philosopher, 
Wulfstan ^ Wise, though^ as he rather unnecessarily assures us, 

' never facias or inffamed/^rgets his secluded habits to mingle 
in the tumult of the time^ gives an account of Dunstan's cha- 
racter, which, however apjplicable to a part of that strange com- 
plex, does not intimate fhut the philosopher has in this instance 
exercised his greats with nn entire fairness and equani- 

Hi#, Sir, you shall find 
A spirit sttbdbldds, though full of fire. 

^ A may fie best be likened to, 
which Creature is an adept not alone 
Jin worlufe^^ of nice geometry, 

But is bailie a wary politician : 

Hei when h^s j^ey i# taken in the toils, 

Withholds Idms4f^^d ita strength be spent 
With 8ttu|||% ^alts spirit witli despair ; 

TfJn pr(^(mnd delight 

FotlhfrMm^ ^alks* / j 

^ We think it woid#|fll{Sly more ofi boldness than of discretion 
to draw, after the lajps^ pf so many years, a character for Dun- 
stan, vdth any v^ry^^^ilicit belief in its actual correctness. 
That character was n "ni^pblem wbicii^hfli his own time and the 
succeeding ^e$, men Vb^ed All that we 

can be certain of now is fbal tL posterity has found 

it equally impossible to to forget, and over whose 

rep«i||^ fierce ba^ei^bdl^been fought in our day, must 
have nne *pf ^the-h’ue heirowi^ false heroes of 

the man cf very i^arveU^s qualities. In 

bim> as there Was doublleits both good and evil ; 

but iir *|jropWioiis .^ey Were mingled we cannot, con- 
sidering bow nttrn manneiwe mere historical facts when we 
are ignorant of the Idstorian’hf ^nciple irf selection and mode of 
combiiiatioli, affect to decide^ Mr* has acted, in refer- 

ence 
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ence \o this character, as he tells utiie has done with r^^ard to 
incidet^t, " choosing from amongst tte accounts of the r^gn given 
by its early historians, where they conilict, those which best suited 
his purpose.' The dramatist is, however, bouiri> at least to ideal 
truth when historical veracity is impossible ; and the inquiry, 
therefore, ^hich his readers will make is whether the character, 
as conceived by him, be fouijded on nature, and be consistent with 
Itself. The delineation, then, of Dunstari^ as given in ^ Edwin 
the Fair,’ appears to us, after a careful consideration (for a glance 
will not enable us to understand it), profoundly in harmony with 
Itself, and consistent with nature — but nature under imnatural cir- 
cumstances — nature ‘ erring from herself.’ He is not altogether 
evil : far fiom it. He has great aspirations — great thoughts — 
great, though not invariable, self-control. Nay, in an important 
sense, he is sincere. He believes in the reality of his struggles 
with Satan ; and esteems himself the chosen instrument for pro- 
moting the glory of God in the world 

‘ Spirit of speculation/ ir0St^ oh rest ! 

And push not from her place the jimhit Of prayer ! 

God, thou 'st given unto me a troimied being — 

So move upon the face thereof, that light 
May be, and be divided front the djaApess ! 

Arm thou my soul that I may smite and t^ase 

The spirit of that darkness, whom not F 

But Thou through me compellest. power. 

Legions of piercing thoughts illuminate,, 

Hast Thou committed to my large eoidlnand, 

Weapons of light and radiant shales of day, 

And steeds that trample on the tumbfi^^loudB. 

But with them it hath pleased ^hee iningle 
Evil imaginations, corporal stings, 

A host of Imps andEthiops, dark diithta* 

Suggestions of revoU/-«-p. 13. ^ 

Contemplating, howeviw^ the SupreHcl#^ Being as a God of 
Power, and forgetting that h## ako aQod of Truth and of Good-* 
ness, Dunstan can only conpeftv^e his glory promoted by the bring* 
mg of all secular powers uodor aohmissibn to the church ; and 
his whole soul is thus by the tyranny of 

a single idea. Connecting jaOlbn of God invariably with 

that of the church considered aSjn4omi0imt|Nlwei^e gobdually 
learns to associate the church wlih cl^l^champioii ; 

and the result is a specks of undk 

verted by those natural whkS^OT&att lHht mS^f off (but 

which were intended for us fkjually tovcaw^^off dur cor^- 

Tupt tendencies, and channels to feed ut wA healthful emodons), 
has the effect of heating and hardening^ the soul alm&it to mad* 

ness. 
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[‘of enthusiasm and knavery, in- 
ary in order to produce one of 
have succeeded in shaking the 
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" lie for God ’ in the beginning of our career, and for ourselves 
before the close of it. 

Tempted, at once, and tempter, Dunstan could hardly have 
yielded to a more plausible suggestion than that of addressing the 
people in a language intelligible to them, and fighting the Evil 
One with his own weapons. This latter motive we find touched 
on at a later part of the play : — 

‘ But God, 

Who to the Devil incarnate in the Snake 
Gave subtlety, denies not to his Saints 
(So they shall use it to his glory and gain) 

The weapon he permitted to the Fiend. 

Erratic Si)irit, here thou art, wild worm, 

Piercing the earth with subterraneous toil, 

And there with wings scouring the darkened sky ! 

Still do I meet thee ; still, wherever met, 

I foil thee; sometimes as with Michael's sword, 

Sometimes as with thine own.* — p. 128. 

Here, as throughout, we find deceit founded on self-deception ; 
and the words which we have marked in italics will serve to 
illustrate the manner in which both are connected with a false 
and degraded notidli of the Supreme Being. As for the par- 
ticular frauds practised by Dunstan, it is a mere prejudice which 
regards them as more base than any other deceits. How slightly 
we now condemn the fraudulent abuse of rhetoric, the law-courts 
and the parliamentary debates alike witness; and yet is there 
really less of evil in ^ God’s great gift of speech abused ’ than 
in the wicked application of mechanical skill? Every deluder 
will of course use those arts best adapted to his own age, and 
indulge in much virtuous indignation against men like himself, 
who in their day worked with implements suited to the time : but 
falsehood is falsehood still, whether the tools it works with be 
coarse or fine. 

Such, then, is the character of Dunstan, as delineated in 
^ Edwin the Fair.’ A fanatic devoting himself to the schemes of 
a distorted religion ; an impostor working on the religious affec- 
tions of others for his own exaltation and tliat of his order. In 
youth not exempt from those excesses which in later life he so 
easily suspects in others. A lover of science and of art in an age 
when the former was accounted for witch^aft, and the latter for 
paganism. While young attaching himself to the sect of those 
who touch the viol or harp cunningly, and work in iron and brass ; 
learning ere long to subordinate the artist to the fanatic leader— 
to play on the heart of man as an instrument — to heat society to 
the temperature of glowing metal, and mould it at his pleasure. 

VOL. Lxxi. NO. cxLii. 2 a ' Trampling 
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Trampling underfoot those ties of life which he in hict did not 
understand, and yet shrinking with constitutional softness from 
shedding blood, except in a case of necessity; mortifying his flesh, 
yet exalting his spirit; vehement yet patient — wary, yet pre- 
cipitate — and, at last, like a serpent which has caught itself in a 
hard knot, ensnared by the triumph of his own .art, and self- 
strangled as it were through the success of his own designs, A 
character dark indeed, and calamitous ; yet not without redeem- 
ing points, to which justice will not be done in the present age, 
or by those who — 

‘ Compound for sins they are inclined to 
By damning those they have no mind to.’ 

There are too many who speak as if priestcraft were the only sin 
in the world — or, at least, the chief of sins — and who value them- 
selves on a certain hiereu-p^jobia as if this singular disease were 
a virtue. Nothing, however, can excuse injustice; and there- 
fore it is that we have been anxious to point out (wc fear at too 
great length) that in the character of Dunstan, the personage of 
whom we see most in the drama, there are many other qualities 
besides imposture,, / Pessima enim res est errorum apotheosis’ is 
the motto prefixed to ^ Edwin the Fair we must, however, be 
allowed to that an exaggerated condemnation — not only 

of the error, but of fe person in error — is an evil as great, and 
more uncharitable ; and, furthermore, that we shall never be able 
to cope with any evil so long as we are afraid or unwilling to do 
full justice to the good mixed up with it. 

The character of Dunstan is powerfully brought forward in the 
second scene of the third act. He has imprisoned the young king 
in tte Tower of London, and is meditating on his success, as 
well kk^h lhe means by which he may most easily carry his next 
great object, and induce the synod to annul the marriage of 
Edwin. 

‘ Dunstan, Kings shall bow down before thee, said my soul, 

And it is even so. Hail, ancient Hold ! 

Thy chambers are most cheerful, though the light 
Enter not ffeely ; for the eye of God 
Smiles in n^,,them. Cherished by His smile 
My he^t ,toe, and to Him 

Shall testify iiTworks a strenuous joy. * 

— Methinks that I epuid he myself that rock 
Whereon the Church is founded ^ — wind and flood 
Beating against nie, boisterous in vain. 

I thank you, Gracious Powersl Supernal Host ! 

I thank ybu that oii me, though young in years, 


Yc 
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Ye put the glorious cliarge to try with lire, 

To winnow and to purge. I hear your call ! 

A radiance and a resonance from Heaven 
Surrounds me, and my soul is breaking forth 
In strength, as did the new-created Sun 
Wlien Earth beheld it first on the fourth day. 

God spake not then more plainly to that orb 
Than to my spirit now. I hear the call. 

My answer, God, and Earth, and Hell shall hear. 

But I could reason with tliee, Gracious Power, 

For that thou givest me to perform thy work 
Such sorry instruments. The Primate shakes, 

Gunnilda totters. — Gurmo ! And of those 
That stand for me more absolutely, most 
Are slaves through fear, not saints by faith ! ’Tis well I 
The work shall be the more my own. 

Enter Gurmo, What now ? 

Gurmo. You called. 

Diinslaiu I think I did. Send me those bishops.* 

It will not be denied that many of the thoughts expressed here 
and further on, in the sincerity of self-communion, are the medi- 
tations of a great spirit : but all that is true and just in them the 
sin of the fallen angels converts into poisoh. ^ The church is 
great/ but Dunstaii is greater; he can fancy himself ^that rock 
whereon the church is founded.’ The monstrous audacity of such 
a feeling is in essence as blasphemous as the device by which he 
afterwards deludes the synod : it is, however, in human nature. 
Dunstan wjis not the first man who had mistaken himself for 
God. In a lesser degree the same mistake is made by ^6ry am- 
bitious man who endeavours to play the part of God in. th$, world 
— by every self-constituted potentate — who, instead df^ dmng his 
own duty humbly, and leaving the consequences to Ileaveil, per- 
suades himself that he can see the beginning and end of things — 
affects to move his fellow- creatures like puppets — and devises, 
whether for secular or sacred ends, a scheme of polity supposed 
to be capable of meeting all contingencies, and triumphing over 
all impediments. 

Our next quotations shall be from the synodial scene, which is 
the centre of the action, and the part on which the main interest 
of the drama turns. Dunstan has now discovered, through his 
emissaries, that the archbishop has secretly deserted him, and that 
a large proportion even of his own friends have resolved on mak- 
ing peace with Edwin. He arms himself, however, for the con- 
flict, and not in vain. When, after a stormy debate, the synod is 
about to acquiesce in the terms proposed, he comes down into the 
battle, and as usual his genius is triumphant : — 

2c2 
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‘ [Dunstan throws himself on his knceSy ami bows his head on 
the ground. 

Sidroc. He bends before the storm. 

Wulfitan. Will he not speak ? 

Sidroc. I know not — yes — he is in act to hatch 
A brood of pestilent words, if I mistake not. 

He stirs, he moves — few moments are enough. 

Wulfslan. They say a louse tliat *s but three minutes old 
May be a grandsire ; with no less a speed 
Do foul thouglits gender. 

Sidroc. Ha ! we ’ll see anon— 

Faith of my body ! up he goes — sit — sit. 

Dumtan {rising slowly") » I groan in spirit. Brethren, seek 
not in me 

Support or counsel. The whole head is sick, 

The whole heart faint ; and trouble and rebuke 
Come round about me, thrusting at my soul. 

But, brethren, if long years of penance sore, 

For your sake suffered, be remembered now, 

Deem me not utterly of God forsaken, 

Deem not yourselves forsaken. Lift up your hearts. 

See where ye stand on earth ; see how in heaven 
Ye are regarded. Ye arc the sons of God, 

The Order of K^clchiscdeck, the Law, 

The visible ^trdcture of the world of spirit, 

Whieli.^iii^'and island must be ; all things else 
Arc casual, and monarclis come and go, 

And warriors for a season walk the earth, 

By accideittf^.foT these are accidental, 

But ye eternal ; ye are the soul of the world, 

Ye are the course of nature consecrate, 

'Ye are the Church ! one spirit is throughout you. 

And Christendom is with you in all lands. 

Who comes against you ? ’Scaped from Hell’s confine, 

A wandering rebel, fleeting past the sun, 

Darkens the visoge of the Spouse of Christ. 

But ’tis but for a moment ; he consumed 
Shall vanish like a vapour, She divulged 
Break out in glory that transcends herself. 

The thrones and principalities of earth, 

When stood they that they stood not with the aid 
Of us and them bflore us? Azarias, 

'Azias, Amaziab, $aul himself, 

Fell they not headlong when they fell (rom us ? 

And Oza, he that did but touch the ark ? 

Oh then what sin for me, what sin for you, 

For me victorious in a thousand fights 
Against this foe, for you as oft redeemed, 

^ ^ That now we falter! Do we falter ? No ! 


Thou 
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Thou God that art within me w^hen I conquer, 

I feel thee fill me now ! Angelic Host, 

Seraphs that wave your swords about my head, 

I thank you for your succours ! Who art thou 
TJiat givest me this gracious admonition ? 

Alas ! forgive me that I knew thee not, 

O Gabriel!’— pp. 113-176. 

Then comes the celebrated miracle of the voice from the cru- 
cifix, — ' Absit hoc ul fiat — 

‘ Most of the Assembly fall prosti'ote. There is a pause of some mo^ 
ments. Then Dunstan, who had. remained erects with his hands 
stretched towards the Crucifix^ resumes. 

Oh precious guidance ! Oh ineffable grace ! 

That dost from disobedience deliver 

The hearts of even the faithless I We obey, 

And these espousals do we now declare 
Avoided and accursed. The woman espoused, 

By name Elgiva, from the man called Edw^y 
We separate, and from the Church’s pale 
We cast her forth ; and with her we cast forth 
Those three that have been foremost to uphold her, 

Earl Athulf, and Earl Leolf, and Earl Sidroc. 

Them we proclaim, by sentence of the Pope, 

From Christian rites and ministries cut off, 

And from the Holy Brotherhood of the Just 
Sequestered with a curse. Be they accursed I 
Accursed be they in all time and place. 

Accursed be they in the camp and mart, 

Accursed be they in the city and field, 

Accursed be their flying and abiding. 

Accursed be their waking and their rest — 

We curse the hand that feeds them when they hunger, 

We curse the arm that x^rops them when they faint ; 

Withered and blasted be that hand and arm ! 

W’e curse the tongue that speaks to them, the ear 
That hears them, though it be but unawares ; 

Blistered and cankered be that tongue and ear ! 

The earth in which their bodies shall be buried 
We curse, except it cast their bodies out : 

We shut the gates of Heaven against their souls, 

And as this candle that I fling to the ground. 

So be their light extinguished in the p. 176. 

The business of the synpd is concluded by Dunstan’s speech; 
and, regarding that speech as in itself a work of art, we beg our 
readers to look at the construction of it. He begins apparently 
in a state of entire prostration, in order that the lofty courage 
of his subsequent harangue may appear inspiredi and not his 
own. Gradually he rises into a tone of rhetorical elevation, 

which 
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which itself ere long passes into a loftier strain of genuine 
passion. Still, however, he keeps his faculties in hand, econo- 
mizes his enthusiasm, and balances his assumed and his real 
inspiration, until, kindling at last as with the velocity of his own 
motion, his suppressed ardour bursts into a flame which com- 
municates itself at once to the assembly ; and, finding the moment 
favourable — for agitators like actors keep their powers of obser- 
vation serene in their most violent paroxysms — he throws himself 
on the credulity of his hearers, with that strange mixture of faith 
and impiety which belongs to the fanatic impostor, and triumphs. 
Equally well imagined is Dunstan's change of tone when his craft 
has been crowned with success. No more poetical raptures or 
mystical visions, but words, sharp, plain, and concentrated, com- 
prising a brief enumeration of the offenders, and definition of their 
punishment. 

The introductory address of the Archbishop we consider of 
not less artistic merit, though that merit is of a less obvious sort. 
It is an example of that level writing which tries the powers 
of a dramatist as much as his noblest passages, a species of writing 
which must ever constitute a large proportion of a poem, since 
without a ground of level writing it is impossible to estimate aright 
those more elevated passages which rise from it, or to prevent 
variety from becoming confusion. No part of a poem requires 
more art, both as to diction and metre, or a more delicate executive 
skill, combined with temperance and severe self-command, in order 
to give intrinsic value to a passage which allows itself to borrow no 
interest from imagin^ive ornaments. The speech, to which wc 
would also refer otif readers, is a business speech ; it gets through 
its work well, and i^eeks no more. A few single lines strike us as 
worthy of note, from the manner in which they bring the para- 
graphs preceding each to a sharp and decisive close ; and a few 
others, by a subtle alternation of succinct with periodic writing, 
illustrate the occasional outbreaking of the Primate’s vehement 
temper, through the official dignity which keeps it on the whole 
in restraint. The speech of Cumba, the conciliatory priest and 
meek man of the world, » 

* Whose faith is mounted on his charity, 

And sits it easy — * 

is an instructive example of that wisdom which knows that to 
convince before you have persuaded is a process as painful as 
shaving without soap, and which understands also how dishonesty 
may be kept within such bounds as neither to hinder a man’s for- 
tunes, nor, in case his ambition should extend to posthumous 
honours, to hurt his epitaph. 

We shall next quote from the scene In which Dunstan, appear- 
ing 
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5ng in the character of Tempter, visits Edwin in prison ; and de- 
siring, if possible, to avoid the spilling of royal blood, solicits him 
to the unkingly and unmanly act of surrendering his crown, and 
usurping that humble but secure happiness which Heaven does 
not accord to those ^vho are called to fill the seats of terrestrial 
power : — 

‘ Dunstan. How does your Grace ? 

Edwin, What need for you to ask? 

Let me remind you of an antique verse : 

What sent the Messciigers to Hell 
Was asking what they knew full well. 

You know that I am ill and very weak. 

Dunstan. You do not answer with a weakened wit. 

Is there offence in this my visitation ? 

If so, I leave you. 

Edwin. Yes, there is offence. 

And yet I would not you should go. Oftence 
Is better than this blank of solitude. 

I am so weary of no company, 

That I could almost welcome to these walls 
The Devil and his Angels. You may stay. 

Dunstan. What makes you wxmk ? Do you not like your food, 
Or have you not enough ? 

Edwin. Enough is brought ; 

But he that brings it drops what seems to say 
That it is mixed with poison — some slow drug ; 

So that I scarce dare eat, and hunger always. 

Dunstan. Your food is poisoned by your own suspicions. 

’Tis your own fault. Though Giirmo’s 25eal is great, 

It is impossible he should so exceed 
As to put poison in your food — I think. 

But thus it is with Kings; suspicions haunt 
And dangers press around them all their days ; 

Ambition galls them, luxury corrupts, 

And wars and treasons are their talk at table. 

Edwin, This homily you should read to prosperous kings. 
Dunstan. Who shall read homilies to a prosperous King ! 
Twas not long since that thou didst seem to prosper, 

And then I warned thee; and with what event 
Thou knowest ; for thy heart was high in pride. 

A hope that, like Herodias, danced before thee 
Did ask my head. But I reproach thee not. 

Much rather would I, seeing thee abased, 

Lift up thy mind to wisdom. 

Edwin, Heretofore 

It was not in my thoughts to take thy head ; 

But should I reign again , • . Come then, this wisdom 
That thou wouldst teach me. Harmless as the dove . 


I have 
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I have been whilome; let me now, tliotigh late, 

Learn from the serpent 

Dunstan, To thy credulous cats 

The world, or what is to a King the world, 

The triflers of thy Court, have imaged me 
As cruel and insensible to joy. 

Austere and ignorant of all delights 
That arts can minister. Far fioin the truth 
They wander w ho say thus. I but denounce 
Jjoves on a throne, and pleasures out of place. 

I am not old ; not twenty years have fled 
Since I was }oung as thou ; and in my youth 
I was not by those pleasures unappi cached 
Which youth converses with. 

Edwin, No ! wast thou not ? 

How came they in thy sight? 

Dunstan, When Satan first 

Attempted me, *twas in a woman’s shape ; 

Such shape as may ha\e erst misled mankind, 

When Greece or Rome upreared with Pagan rites 
Temples to Venus, piotuied there or carved 
With rounded, polished, and exuberant grace, 

And^ien whose dimpled changefulncss betra}ed, 

Through jocund hues, the seriousness of passion. 

I w*as attempted thus, and Satan sang 
With female pipe and melodies that thrilled 
The softened soul, of mild voluptuous ease 
And tender sports that chased the kindling hours 
In odorous gardens or on terraces, 

To music of the fountains and the birds, 

Or else in sorting groves by sunshine smitten, 

Or warm ^idnds kissed, whilst we from shine tg shade 
Roved unregarded. Yes, *twas Satan sang, 

Because ’twas sung tq me, whom God had called 
To other pastime and severer joys. 

But Were it not for this, God’s sVict behest 
Enjoined upon me,— had I not been vowTd 
To holiest service rigorously required, 

I should have owned it for an Angel’s voice, 

Nor ever could an earthly crown, or toys 
And childishness of vain ambition^ gauds 
And tinsels of the world,, have lured my heart 
Into the tangle of those mortal cares 
That gather round a throne. 'What call is thine 
From God jor Man ? What voige within^ls thee 
Such pleasutesHo forego, such cates edn^nlm?’ 

^Eminent as is tire art of Dunstan inUbis scene, we find him on 
all other occasions appealing with equal Craft to the weak point 

in 
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in the character of those whom he deals with. He moulds the 
queen-mother to his purpose, by irritating: her jealousy. The 
people he p^overns through their fear of goblins and devils. The 
drunken nobles he infuriates, by suggesting to them that the king 
holds their debauched habits in contempt. For military leaders 
he has all the incentives of glory and revenge. For Synods and 
Wittenageinots he provides miracles ; and for his creature Gurino, 
when he halts in their flight, overcome with fatigue, an argument 
likely to weigh with him : — 

‘ Gurmo. Can I fast so long, 

Anti not be hungry ? 

Dunstau, *Tis the cry of a wolf, 

And he is hungry too. Make forward still.’ 

The low estimate which Dunstan has formed of domestic life is 
not without importance as a clue to his character and conduct. 
He addresses one who has just become a husband : yet the picture 
of love and happiness which he draws is wholly meretricious. 
Such sentiments are not an unnatural result of early dissipations 
and too late, asceticism ; and we certainly cannot feel surprised 
that one who so little understands the sanctity of the affections 
should trample them under foot when they stand opposed to his 
schemes for the exaltation of his order. There exists. an asceticism 
connected with a profound sensibility to all that is pure, and 
beautiful in the human charities, and which renounces what it 
could appreciate only too well: asceticism, which indulges in 
cynicism, has probably arisen from sin, and leads back to it by a 
path not very circuitous. 

Dunstan, who has escaped from his pursuers and roused the 
country-people into rebellion, appears next surrounded by armed 
men, and ordering about the military leaders as easily and un- 
ceremoniously as he had before made bishops and monks his 
puppets. His fortunes are gradually darkening. In one of 
the earlier scenes we were made acquainted with Dunstan’s 
mother : — ’ :r x 

‘ The.Abbot listens tq no mortal voice 
Except his mother’s ; and old Cynethryth 
Is fearful of divisions ; for i» her youth 
* The splitting of the realm 'within itself 
Was wont to sound a summons to the Dane^. . 

: And fetch him o’er ’the seas.’— 'p. 1. 

Her apprehensions have turned out prophetic.. The Danes, pro- 
fiting by this divided^ state of the Jkingdom, make one of their 
terrible descents upon it ; aiid both patties," the royal and monas- 
’ tic, are scattered before their fury, like 4vvo fleets overtaken by a 
storiii while engaged in deadly combat 

^ Dunstan, 
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‘ Du7istan, No more of WittenagemcSts — no more — 
Councils and Courts we want not. — Get ye back, 

Back to your posts, and pluck me forth your swords, 

And let me hear your valiant deeds resound. 

And not your empty phrases. Ecfrid, Gorf, 

Look to your charges — Nantwich stands exposed — 
Whitchurch lies open to the enemy — 

Burley and Baddeley have sold themselves— 

Wistaston is as naked as Godiva, 

And not so honest. Eadbald, Ida, Brand, 

What seek ye here, when honour is in the field ? 

Forth to your charges ! — What I Ceolwulf too! 

(Enter the Coastwardens, Ceolwulf and /Ethclric.) 

And iEthelric ! Why come ye hither, Sirs ? 

Must ye too have your parley and your prate. 

And leave your charges in extremity 
To join this gossiping Gemot? St. Bride ! 

Is Somerset not worth your pains, my Lords, 

Or hath the Dane, too, from the seabord slunk, 

To prattle about peace ? 

Ceolwulf Lord Abbot, hear us ; 

We are not come . . , , * 

DunHaii. Not come to pule and prate ? 

What are ye come for? If aught else ye seek, 

Ye seek it where it is not. Back to your charge ! 

JEthelric, You will not hear, my Lord. We have no charge — 
We have no force. Our men are slain — ourselves 
Escaped by miracle. The Northmen, led 
By Sweyne and Olaf, landed yesternight 
In Porlock Bay and clipped us round at Stoke, — 

And, thinned as we had been, we fell perforce 
An easy prey. Not twenty men are left ' 

To tell the tale, 

Dunstan, In Porlock Bay ! At Stoke ! 

— Have I not bid you to your posts, my Lords, 

And must I bid you twice ? Get ye hence all. 

If news ye came for, ye have heard it. — Stop, 

Ceolwulf. Whither go the Northmen next? 

Ceolwulf To Glastonbury it is thought, my Lord. 

Dunstan. To Glastonbury do they go ? Alas ! 

My mother there lies sicl^.’ 

In this'scencj the most impassioned of the play, Dunkan ap- 
pears in a new ’character; and the sudden change of Iiis tone, when 
informed of his mother’s danger, is worthy of aTiigh dramatist. 

Before we meet Dunstan again a further cliange has come over 
him. His mother Is dead— dead in consetpence of the success 
which has attended her son’s pernicious intrigues. Retribution has 
begun* If Ed^in is deprived of bis bride, Dunstan stands bereft 
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of his mother, the only link that bound him to the humanities of 
life. A deeper calamity still has overtaken him. His faith in 
himself is gone ; and henceforward his strength is the strength of 
dogged resolution alone. As such it bursts forth once more in the 
concluding scene of the drama. In one point he was vulnerable ; 
and we feel that the iron has entered into his soul. He has lost the 
wholeness and adamantine unity of his being. He may stand 
among the ruins which he overshadows, but the fortress of his soul 
is rifted from the base to the battlements. Victory itself could not 
restore Dunstan to what he was : — 

‘ Why did I quit the Cloister ? I have fought 
The battles of Jehovah ; I have braved 
The perfidies of Courts, the wrath of Kings, 

Desertion, treachery, — and I murmured not, — 

The fall from puissance, the shame of flight, 

The secret knife, the public proclamation, — 

And hoAv am I rewarded ? God hath raised 
New enemies against me, — from without 
The furious Northman, — from within, far worse, 
Ucart-sickness and a subjugating grief. 

She was my friend — I had but her — no more, 

No other upon earth — and as for Heaven, 

I am as they that seek a sign, to whom 

No sign is given. My Mother ! Oh, my Mother !’ — p. 236. 

From this moment calamity after calamity overtakes the monas- 
tic party. Every hour brings intelligence of some new town 
sacked, or monastery burned, by the Danes. Thirsting for re- 
venge on the murderers of his mother, Dunstan stoops to conciliate, 
and offers terms to the king : but Elgiva has fallen ; and the fol- 
lowing is the reply with which his reluctant proposals are 
greeted : — 

‘ Herald, My Lord, he saith 

That with a bloody and a barbarous hand 
You have torn out the very sweetest life 
That ever sanctified humanity. 

He saith that should he covenant to make peace 
With the revolted Angels, yet with you 
He would not, for he deems you more accursed. 

And deeper in perdition. And he saith 
Not she that died at Gibeah, whose twelve parts 
Sent several through the borders and the coasts t 
Raised Israel, was avenged more bloodily 
Than shall Elgiva be, the murdered Queen. 

Wherefore he bids you come to battle forth. 

And add another crime or answer this.’ — p. 244. 

The concluding scene is in the Cathedral of Malpas, where the 

monks 
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monks have been performing a service of thanksgiving for their 
victory. On a bier in the transept lies the body of Elgiva await- 
ing burial, where it is found by Edwin, who, mortally wounded, 
has risen from his bed in the delirium of fever and made his at- 
tendants conduct him to the church in which his wife was to be 
interred. The wanderings of the young king on recognising the 
corpse, and the breaking out of his mind into light and passion 
the moment before his death, are deeply affecting, and appear 
to us, when compared with Leolfs last interview with Elgiva, 
a remarkable and instructive instance of the difference between 
the tragic and the pathetic. In this scene the injurer and the 
injured are once more, and for the last time, confronted. The 
king’s wound opens again, and as the blood flows from him 
his fever abates, and he knows the voice of his destroyer. He 
dies summoning Dunstan to answer the cry of innocent blood at 
the judgment-seat of Heaven. At the same moment the battle- 
shout of the Danes is heard as they surmount the walls and burst 
the gates of the destined city ; and it is in the strength of despair 
that Dunstan, collecting once more his energies, exclaims — 

• Give me the crucifix. Bring out the relics. 

Host of the Lord of Hosts, forth once again I’ 

The scene which we would contrast with this, as exemplifying 
the pathetic without trenching on the tragic, is the only one which 
suspends for a momfent the precipitated movement of the fifth Act ; 
and it is the more touching for its stillness in the midst of com- 
motion, as it hangs like one of those little woody islands so often 
seen dividing the waters of rivers just before they reach the 
1 apids : — 

‘ Elgiva, Oh Leolf ! much 

I owe you, and if aught a kingdom’s wealth 
Affbids could pay the debt • . . . 

Leolf, A kingdom's wealth ! 

Elgiva ! by the hea^t the heart is paid. 

You have your kingdom, my hcait hath its love. 

We are provided. 

Elgiva, Oh! in deeds so kind, 

Ahd can you be so bitter in your w^ords ! 

Have 'I no offerings of the heart, wherewith 
Xove^s service to requite ? 

/ Le0l/, ^ The least of boons 

Scattered by Royal charity’s careless band 
O’erpays my service. To requite the rest, 

AU you possess is but a bankrupt’s bond. 

This is the hist time we shall speak together ; 

Forgive me, therefore, if my speech be bold. 

I loved you once ; and in such sort 1 loved, 

That 
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That anguish hath but burnt the image in, 

And I must bear it with me to my grave. 

I loved you once; dcaiest Etgiva, ^es, 

Even now my heart doth feed upon that love 
As in its flower and freshness, ere the grace 
And beauty of the fashion of it perished. 

It was too anxious to be fortunate. 

And it must now be buried, self-embalmed, 

Within my breast, or, living there recluse. 

Talk to itself and traffic with itself ; 

And like a miser that puts nothing out, 

And asks for no return, must I tell o*er 
The treasures of the past. 

Elgiva. Can no return 

Be lendered? And is giatitude then nothing? 

Leolf, To me nothing — being ie^s than love. 

But cherish it as to your own soul precious! 

The heavenliest lot that earthly natures know 
Is to be affluent in gratitude. 

Be grateful and be happy. For myself. 

If sorrow’ be my portion, yet shall hope. 

That springs from sorrow and aspires to Heaven, 
Be wuth me still. When this disastrous* war 
Is ended, 1 shall quit my countiy’t shores, 

A pilgrim and a suitor to the love 

Wliich dies not nor betrays. — What cry is that? 

1 thought I heard a voice. 

Elgiva. Oh Leolf, Leolf! 

So tender, so seveie ! 

Leolf. Mistake me not. 

I w’ould not be unjust : I have not been ; 

Now’ less than ever could I be,1tfor now 
A sacred and judicial calmness holds 
Its mirror to my soul ; at once disclosed 
The picture of the past p7'esents itself 
Minute yet vivid^ such as it is seen 
In his last moments by a drowning man. 

Look at this skeleton of a otice green leaf: 

Time and the elements conspired its fall ; 

The worm hath eaten out the tenderer part^, 

And left this curious anatomy 

Distinct of structure— made so by decay. . 

So, at this moment, lies my life, before me,- — 

In all its intricacies, all its errors — 

And can I be uiijnst? 

Eigira. , ^ Oil, more than just. 

Most merciful in judgment have you been. 

And ev^en in censure kind. , 

Leolf ' Our lives vv*ere linked 


Bv 
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By one misfortune and a double fault. 

It was iny folly to have fixed my hopes 
Upon the fruitage of a budding heart. 

It was your fault, — the lighter fault by far, — 

Being the bud to seem to be the berry. 

The first inconstancy of unripe years 
Is Nature’s error on the way to truth. 

But, hark I another cry ! They call us hence.* 

If this scene is the only break in the changeful rapidity of the 
action towards the conclusion of the .drama, on the other hand, in 
the earlier part, there are few exceptions to the smoothness and 
even tenor of its way. We consider the contrast in this respect 
to be stronger than is warrantable; yet some justification may 
be alleged in the art with which the earlier portions prepare 
us for the catastrophe, not only by familiarising us with the cha- 
racters of the drama and the part assigned to each, but also by 
impressing us with the magnitude of the interests at stake, and 
making us thoroughly enter into the spirit of the age. We feel 
that the action of the drama is advancing surely, though silently. 
All day long we watch the exhalations ascending : gradually they 
form themselves into a canopy over tile fatal plain ; and as in a 
moment the sun sets, the collected storm bursts, and the thunder- 
bolt falls. 

The instantaneousness of the retribution which overtakes the 
monastic party is not warranted by the chronological fact; 
but we are not prepared to say that Mr. Taylor has stretched 
too far the dramatist’s privilege by this condensation of events. 
The true cause of the Danish conquest is to be found in the 
divisions of England^ andP by the eye of the Seer, cause and 
effect are seen together as one. In real life our actions are so 
various, the tissue so confused, and the interval between our 
deeds and their results so considerable, that few men discover the 
moral of the drama; experience comes too late, and we are left 
practically to walk by faith, not sight. The poet, by a selection 
of events not less ideal than his creation of character, and by a 
privilege of compression which connects historical facts with their 
moral causes, reduces the chaos of outward circumstance to ordei% 
and ilHimittutOS it.witt the light of intellectual truth. For this 
reason ' all injuriotil^ bonds ’ of Time are as easily broken through 
in the poeVs marshalling of causes and effects as are those of Space 
in the battles of the Gods. 

We should have tVisbed to pve some specimens of the humour 
with which several scenes abound, as well as of the keen remarks, 
Sai'Casrfis^ and ituthli put in edgewise, that diversify them. We 
should have been well pleased cdso to extract Wulfstan’s descrip- 
tion 
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tlon of Oxford : It will touch a s}iiipathetic chord in many a heart 
that turns with 2;ratitude and love to that * ancient and venerable 
University/ which, after the lapse of so many centuries, remains 
still a secure asylum for learning and recluse genius. But our 
space admits only the following passage tahon from the first scene 
in which Edwin and Elgiva converse together : — 

* E/fjiva. What a charm 

The neighbouring grove to this lone chamber lends ! 
l*vc loved it from my childhood. How long since 
Is it that standing in this compassed window 
The blackbird sang us forth ; from yonder bough 
That hides the arbour, loud and full at first 
Warbling his invitations, then with pause 
And fraction fitfully as evening fell, 

The while tlie rooks, a spotty multitude, 

Far distant crept across the umber sky ! * 

We shall now proceed to observe on some faults and failures in 
^ Edwin the Fair,’ one failure especially which surprises us in so 
elaborate a work, and one fault which we regard as by no means 
a trifling one. The underplot of Emma and Ernway, which in 
the beginning holds out the expectation of a light and pleasant 
interest to be interwoven with the darker tissue of the main story, 
very soon falls short of its promise, is but imperfectly blended as 
the play proceeds, and at the conclusion is left at a loose end with 
hardly a hint of what we are to suppose the upshot. Ernway is 
utterly superfluous; and Emma, but that she makes herself 
agreeable, would be felt to be almost equally so. It is clear to 
us that in the introduction of these characters the author made a 
false start, that he did not see his way before him distinctly, that 
he trusted to Fortune to ^ shape his ends, roUgh-hew them as he 
might,’ and that Fortune used him but scurvily in the matter. 
This failure we cannot regard as unimportant ; but the other fault 
which we have to notice is a more serious one. The device of 
Dunstan, in conjunction with the Queen Mother, for betraying 
Edwin and Elgiva into an intercourse fatal to honour and inno- 
cence is in our judgment not only a blemish in the poetical con- 
ception of Dunstan’s character, but a feature as derogatory to the 
higher interests of the story as it is offensive in itself, Dunstan 
is sufficiently exhibited in his character of tempter ^ the scene in 
which he endeavours to procure the abdication of Edwin : it was 
therefore unnecessary to embody the craft of the fanatic in a form 
so mean as well as so wicked. The scene in question too occurring 
so early in the work may have the effect of presenting Dunstan in 
a light so odious as to incapacitate some readers from doing 
ju^ice to the loftier part of Punstan’a character. 


The 
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The most remarkable characteristics of Mr. Taylor’s poetry 
appear to us its manliness and its truth. It is obvious that he 
writes not from an} peculiar theory of the poetic ait, though 
this has been often attributed to him, but in the manner most 
natural to him, and most congenial with his general estimate 
of things. It IS on a nioial base that the intellectual fabric of 
his poetry vests. Hence an entire absence of false sentiment 
and fabtitious effects : hcnc^ also, in a volume which is a perfect 
storehouse of observation and reflection, we shall seal ch in vain 
for a single remaik put forward for its biilliancy rather than 
its truth. He never solicits our S}mpatliy for morbid sorrov^s: 
for real afflictions he never pushes it beyond the limits of what 
is just and salutary. An exbess of pathos is a fiequcnt source 
of weakness in modern poetry, though, as we are glad to observe, 
it exists in a much less degree than it did once. In the lower 
departments of our literature we still find the traces of an evil 
as great. Wc allude to that gross and plebeian craving for the bai - 
rowing and the horrible, which disgraces the popular literature of 
a heighbouring country. No doubt peisons will always be found 
who prefer intoxicating drugs to the purer aliments of the mind : 
but as there exists also a class of readers who look fpr moral and 
mental benefits as the result of study, and who have not forgotten 
that poetry is a study, we rejoice, not on^y on literary grounds but 
also for higher reasons, that for this class such books as ^ Edwin 
the Fair ^ are still provided. It is a woik full of those thoughts 
which make books dear to us, and yet leave us independent of 
books. It is solid in its material, severe in its structure, and ele- 
vating in its spirit. It has no ornaments that distract the attention 
from the robust and permanent attributes of true poetry, no 
subtleties that destroy breadth of dramatic effect. It 13 nowhere 
80 concise as to be obscure, and, on the other liand, it is free from 
that difluseness which makes the best thoughts as ineffective as a 
musical string r^elaxed till it can yield no sound. 

With reference to our introductory remarks, we must aka ob- 
serve, that in some respects Mr. Taylor’s poetry is distinguished 
from that of other poets of this age, whose merits are unquestioned 
and have stood the ordeal of time : we allude in particular to his 
a|)titade for observing character and action. It is not only man, 
but men, that he takes for the suhjedt-matter of his verse : men iti 
alltherelatiomrof sdciaT and political life, civil or ecctesiastical, — 
men awake to all ihe'excitements of a busy career, and fulfilling 
their parts with a ]be^itl|y energy. Mr. Tavlor seldom writes as 
a metaphysician, tk^ugh frequently aS a philosopher. As uncon- 
sciousness is a nectary condition of healthfulness of rha- 
meter, it certain suspension of consciousness , appears 
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to be requisite for the vigorous conception of character; — 
which is perhaps the reason that metaphysicians have never 
been dramatists. It is as ill-judged to exercise the critical and 
the creative faculties at the s<ame moment as it would be to 
combine the statue with the anatomical model by the use of 
some transparent materia]^ and call upon us at once to admire the 
outward beauty of man’s shape and the marvels of his internal 
economy. In Mr. Taylor’s poetry we never come to an analysis 
of the feelings, for it is not the passions, but men impassioned, that 
he describes : we seldom come to any long strain of merely specu- 
lative meditation, for his subject is not thought in itself, but 
thoughtful men. Passion appears to be valued chiefly as leading 
to action : nay, action itself is in some degree subordinated to reflec- 
tion, though reflection of so practical a character as to be in fact a 
form of action. It is in this respect that he pays his tribute to the 
age and reflects its spirit. Belonging, on the whole, to the active 
school, his poetry is, though never ‘ sicklied over,’ yet sometimes 
shadowed over with the cast of thought (we do not mean mys- 
tical thought), in a degree which makes the principal difference 
between him and our early dramatists. So far as this predomi- 
nance of practical thought and fixed purpose tends to weaken 
his sympathy for natural and healthy passion, *it necessarily tends 
to injure the popular interest of his dramas, and to deprive them 
of that perfect spontaneity of movement and redundant life which 
characterizes those of our early literature. On the other hand, 
the blended dignity of thought and a sedate moral habit invests 
Mr. Taylor’s poetry with a stateliness in which the drama, is 
generally deficient, and makes his writings illustrate, in some de- 
gree, a new form of the art — such a form indeed as we might 
expect the written drama naturally to assume if it were to revive 
in the nineteenth century, and maintain itself as a bratneh of 
literature apart from the stage. 


Art. W .~Medii JEvi Kalendarium : or Dates ^ Charters^ and 
Customs of the Middle Ages, with Kalendars from the Tenth 
to the Fifteenth Century/ and an Alphabetical Digest of oh^ 
solete Names of Days; forming a Glossary of the Dates hf the 
Middle Ages, with Tables and other Aids for ascertaining 
Dates, By R. T. Hampsom 2 vols. JLondon. 1841. 

^HE plan and intention of this work may be best told in the 
words of the autlior. ^ , 'V. * ' " 

* Of a Work which is chiefly .ftmuded on information derived from 
manuscript or printed sources, little explanation can be necessary* The 
VOL. Lxxt. NO. cxz.it, 2 D original 
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original intention was to cast into the form of a glossary as many of the 
terms now obsolete, being employed in medieeval chronology, as could 
be obtained by a diligent research, and to assign the bearing of each us 
nearly as it could be satisfactorily ascertained. In the prosecution of this 
plan it soon became obvious that the utility of the glossary would be 
considerably enlarged by determining the age of the term itself ; and 
the attempt to effect this object with exactitude has necessarily intro- 
duced a multitude of ecclesiastical and legal antiquities which were not 
contemplated in the first design, but which are indispensable in many 
cases to confer probability on explanations lespecting which there may 
be conflicting opinions. Writers of considerable eminence on eccle- 
siastical subjects connected with chronology do not always agree in deter- 
mining the year in which several of the principal feasts were instituted. 
The variation sometimes extends to one or two centuries, and occasions 
difficulties which are not always to be surmounted. In such cases the 
leading opinions are given, with references to the authorities on which 
they are founded Innumerable instances may be readily col- 

lected from the glossary, in which it has been a principal object to 
assemble, in an alphabetical order, whatever might tend to elucidate the 
obscurities of the chronology of the middle ages. In order the better to 
pres^ve the utility of this department of the work by removing from it 
everything that did not immediately belong to the explanations, it became 
necessary either to reject many curious and not altogether useless facts, 
or to embody them i5 a separate department. The latter course has been 
pursued. 

* The Kalendars, it is presumed, will be found of considerable ser- 
vice. They are six in number, of which two are incorporated in one, 
but the others are distinct. They range from the middle of the tenth 
century to the end of the fourteenth, and may therefore be supposed to 
contain all the information which can be expected fiom works of their 
description.*’ Of one, of which the original is .believed to have been the 
property of King Athelstan, it must be confessed that it contains much 
matter that is not likely to prove remarkably useful, and it has been 
presented more as a literary curiosity than as an assistant in chronology. 
The obits of another have been retained, so far as they could be read by 
the transcriber, because it is possible that one or other of them may de- 
termine the date of some particular fact. For instance, we know from 
the Saxon Chronicles that the battle of Malden was fought in the j ear 
993, and we ascertain, what is not mentioned by our liistorians, from tlie 
obit of Byrhtnoth, that it took place on the 11th of August.’ 

Mr. Hampsoa makes no parade of his researches, but he has 
diligeqt^y consulted monusenpt authorities, and blight forward 
much Aew and very cmnious matter, hitherto neglectSi or unem- 
ployed. He is, uieyeriheless, rather deficient in knowledge ; and 
he has fallen into ruany ^ots and inaccuracies, displaying want of 
editoml cate. zibets, which we will pass over, are, how- 

ever, of very secondary importance when compared with the 
jfllppant and irreverent spirit by whjich the work is completely 

deformed. 
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deformed. Such passages as those relating to the anointing of 
our Queen (i. 194), and the observance of the Lord’s Day (i. 242), 
and the articles upon the Sunday (ii. 344), and the Sabbath (ii. 
344), are most reprehensible; and the coarse and outrageous 
abuse of the Roman Catholic Church is in that tone which, 
instead of checking superstition, only promotes scoffing at all 
faith, all devotion, and all religious observances whatever. We 
regret to be compelled to pass this heavy censure upon a 
work Avhich might have been rendered very useful to historical 
students : but we must do our duty ; and strongly therefore re 
commend, in its place, the clear and accurate ^ Chronology of 
History,' by Sir Harris Nicolas — which, though less discursive, 
and less costly, contains all the information which can be prac- 
tically required. 

Those of our readers who are free from the labour of ascer- 
taining the dates occurring in historical or legal documents 
can have no notion of the perplexity in which such inquiries 
are involved. Take, for example, an era apparently occasion- 
ing so small a hitch as the beginning of the year. Yet our 
New Year's Day was, in the middle ages, only New Year's Day 
to a comparatively small fraction of the European community. 
Double-headed Janus, it is true, maintained his place at the head 
of the written kalendars, which, by tradition, always followed the 
Roman computation, so as to enable those who chose to reckon 
by kalends, nones, and ides to do so: still the practical caput 
nnni shifted about, so as to compel you to be constantly on your 
guard. A very general commencement was on the Feast of the 
Annunciation, or the 25th March, which continued in use in this 
country until the introduction of the New Style in 1752; and 
although this change is a matter of great notoriety, it has never- 
theless been repeatedly forgotten by those who have had to deal 
with documents of comparatively recent dates, but anterior to 
that alteration. We have known persons, otherwise well-informed, 
woefully puzzled at the fractional-looking dates, e.y. 14 January, 
174|, by which careful writers included the strict legal computa- 
tion, and the other which was finding its way into use, though not 
recognised by law. 

Midwinter, Yule, or Christmas day, was a very common era for 
the commencement of the solar year, and appears to have been 
iivuse from thfe age of the Anglo-Saxons to about the thirteenth 
century. There was a considerable degree of thought, or, as we 
should now call it, philosophy, in causing the new year to begin 
from the ^ mother-night,’ whence, as it seems, the sun, having 
completed his circle, starts forth again in bis race. How amusing 
it is to trace etymologies to their remote source, and yet how 

2 D 2 sure 
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sure and certain is the path when once it is found. Yule and 
Golgotha look as if there was not the slightest kindred between 
them : yet they are both of the same stock, about as near as first 
cousins once removed. Their common parent is found in the 
Hebrew to turn or roll. This root reappears in vohOi xi/Xtw, 
quelleuy walletij* and all their derivatives. Prom hence comes, 
by emphatic duplication, a wheel ; and, as denoting its round 
and rolling form, a skull, whence Golgotha, Such was the 
flow of form and thought in this great branch of the Semitic 
language. In the Teutonic, the primitive root became Hweol 
(A. S.) and Hiuly more commonly written Yule; and this term 
grew to be applied to the winter solstice, because the sun then 
begins to turn or wheel round : hence the season is also termed 
Sonnenwende — as will be well recollected by those who are fami- 
liar with the great Teutonic epic, the Niebelungen Lay. 

Yule, at least, is easily found, being a fixed f^//^e-ma^k ; but a 
more puzzling mode of computation was the one which very gene- 
rally prevailed in legal documents and transactions in France, 
according to which the new year began at Easter. Consequently, 
the computable solar year varied in duration as well as in its 
commencement in every year of the paschal cycle ; and, inasmuch 
as the paschal yiear may include thirteen lunar months, or neaily 
two Aprils, it is impossible, except from internal evidence, to 
determine to which end they respectively belong. 

But all these puzzles, with respect to the commencement of the 
year, arc as nothing compared with the diflSculties of ascertaining 
the particular days in the course of it. Amongst us, nothing 
appears so easy and so evidently the thing, as to count on and 
on consecutively, through the kalendar month as it runs: but 
this plain mode of computation was, during the middle ages, 
entirely disregarded. The nearest approach they ever made to 
such a mode of reckoning was when they employed the Roman 
Kalendar. But that plan was rarely adopted : they almost uni- 
versally quoted the date simply by what, as the case may be, was 


* Gewnluf, in bis X«xi 0 Qt> Hebraicum Manuale, an ,able though deeply-tainted 
work, has a ytry curious article in which be pursues the ramifications of this root 
throu^ many other languages and dialects. Gesenius is, throughout, an excellent 
example of German iiidasti^,andalsd of the conceit of German neology, lie illus- 
trates a neeultar Hebrew by a comparison with German and English phrases 

in die folWing manner i *^dwrFremde mit welchem ich gegessen babet im Englischeu 
nut teiUeA — z, b. JMtd,” (LebrgebUude, p. 741.) l^t, after a while, 

he bethought him, and be favourtusln his Enata with a c 0 rrection<^*<S. 744 1. 8 , mnss 
die Englische )reden 9 iWtyo 11 stltniil|[ heissen: tkeimMi wkie^ fdtd you say of:' This 
reminds oite oftleorge Fati^etwrs celebrated eiratum, Mnfite last numbei of our 
Gasette-rF^er her Grace the Duke of Richmond-^rtid— his Grace die Duchess of 
bUchmondv^ And this acute judge of the nicetsestof living languages asks w, upon 
Fbll<i|i| 0 ical grounds, to surrender our belief In thd inspiration of theiSerititures! 

either 
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either the Christian name or the nickname of the day. Thus, the 
29th of December mifirht be quoted as * Dum medium silentium,'* 
or the Martyrdom of St. Thomas a Becket, or the Feast of St. 
Marcellus or St. Evroul. The 30th of December might be 
equally the Feast of St. Sabinus, or of St. Anysia, or St. Maxi* 
mus. The 12th of April may be quoted as Broncheria, or the 
Feast of St. Saba, or St. Zeno, or St. Julius, or St. Victor, and 
so on ; and what may be termed the governing name — that is to 
say, the one in most repute — varies in each country, and often in 
each diocese. ' 

The first of the before mentioned classes of denominations 
arose from the designation given to the day from the initial words 
of some one of the Introits, Lessons, Collects, or other portions of 
the church service, which emphatically impressed themselves in the 
memory of the hearers. Such phrases as ' Da pacem,* a com- 
mon denomination of the eighteenth Sunday after Whitsuntide ; 
‘ Commovisti terrain et conturbasti eam^ for Sexagesima Sun- 
day ; and ^ Dtnn medium silentium,^ for Sunday in Christmas- 
week (being the instance above quoted), are all portions of the 
Introits or other services appertaining to the respective festivals. 
Something like this prevails at the present day amongst school - 
bo}s, or at least did prevail in our time. ^Hurrah! to-morrow 
is Stir vp Sunday ’ — the Sunday before Advent, whose Collect 
announces the glad approach of the Christmas holidays. 

A second class of denominations arose from usages and games 
annexed to peculiar days or feasts. ‘ Camiprixivum * announced 
the sorrowful news that flesh-meat was to be banished from 
the table, and ‘ Carnivora^ that beef might appear again. 
^ Broncheria,^ or Palm-Sunday, told of the strewing of the 
branches ; ' Bohordicum! of the mock fight (or rather not mock, 
for many a head was broken in right earnest) on the first and 
second Sundays in Lent. ^ Der blaue Montag,* and ^ Der 
schwarze Sontag,* are so called in Germany from the colours 
of the church-hangings on Septuagesima Monday and Passion 
Sunday. 

But the great source of these denominations arose from the 
practice of appropriating each day to the commemoration of the 
Saints of Holy Church — their birth, their sufferings, their death. 
Thus did the temporal history of the Churoh militant become incor- 
porated, so to speak, in the chronicle of life; at first, by popular 
veneration or ecclesiastical usage, not having any j^itive sanction, 
but in later periods by the direct authori^ see. 

We have inserted three red-Iettcar days in^^dur kalendar by Act 
of Parliament, Which ought long since to have be^ expu%ed — 
the 5th of November, the 80th of January, aikl the 29th of May. 

The 
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The services appointed for those anniversaries nourish any feelings 
rather than those of Christian devotion, love, or charity. It is a 
pain to hear them. Whatever may be said for those who framed 
them, in these days they are merely angry memorials of political 
sentiments travestied into devotional language. The heathen 
Roman raised his trophies of perishable materials, in order that 
the memory of the triumph over the enemy might decay and wear 
away : we engrave the chronicle of our unhappy dissensions upon 
the very altar of holiness. Repeal the statutes passed when men’s 
minds were troubled by fear, or excited by hatred or revenge. 
Let the Church appoint one annual solemn day of thanksgiving for 
national mercies, and one other annual day of humiliation for 
national sins, and relieve herself from the odious necessity of cast- 
ing three annual gauntlets of defiance against those whom she 
seeks to reclaim into her fold. 

Without doubt, many a name was inserted in the medl<cval 
kalendar upon doubtful traditions ; yet these have been some- 
what exaggerated ; and when it has been triumphantly pointed 
out (if we recollect rightly, by Geddes) as a proof of the igno- 
rance of the middle ages, that they converted the Almanac itself 
into a saint, under the title of Sanctus Almachius, the critics quite 
forget the fact that Saint Almachius, a primitive martyr, being 
appropriated to the 1st of January by Venerable Bede, it is 
possible that his name, altered and corrupted, became that of 
the calendar* At least, this etymology is about as satisfactory as 
any which we find in the dictionaries. 

Such immethodical modes of marking time by names and 
quotations, appear strange enough to jus; but the system will 
^come perfectly intelligible if we advert to the fact, that mere 
numbers obtain hardly any hold upon the memory. In those 
^s, when little was written and less could be read, when you 
bad neither an almanac bound in your pocket-book nor hanging 
oA your wall, the old fashion was the best process by which 
to fix a day, in the common run of life, permanently in the 
recollection. The mind yearns for distinct identity. We have 
often thought it must be the last stage of human annihilation 
when John Thompson, upon entering the police service, is sunk 
fpr ever dt^reafter in G 26; and such a topography as that 
presented by ihe city of Washington, where A 3 and B 7 are 
the only 4etmmina1^<Mi^| litreets and squares, will for eirer de- 
stroy any pleasahror|^ip^cal associations to any given locality. 
We can x^eaA w^b^tel^est of Queen Philippa witnessing a 
tournament Jn Cheajpilde ; but who would care about it if he 
Vere told scaffold upon wfatch she sat to view the sports 

wm brected JirZ 16 ? Thus, the m^dieeval denomiriatbns of the 

days 
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clays constantly raised up pictures in the minds of the people, 
which supplied the want of written information ; and, even in our 
own age, wc may find how much more vivid are any recollections 
annexed to analogous instances, than those which you must 
designate by mere numbers. Try, if you can, to remember any 
given event which happened to you last year, and you will find 
how much more naturally you can fix yourself by any of the few 
festivals which arc left us — yea, even by the l.ord Mayor s day — 
tlian by any figure in the kalendar. 

It is a matter of considerable interest at the present era, when 
the principles of the Church are so anxiously scrutinised by 
friends and foes, to recollect how and in what manner our present 
kalendar of Festivals and Saints’ days was formed. Our Re- 
formers truly and reverently proceeded upon the principle of 
honouring antiquity. They found ^ a number of dead men’s names, 
not over-eminent in their lives either for sense or morals, crowding 
the kalendar, and jostling out the festivals of the first saints and 
martyrs.’ The mediaeval Church, as the Romanists still do, dis- 
tinguished between days of Obligation and days of Devotion. 
Now, under the Reformation only some of th^ former class, the 
Feasts of Obligation, were and are retained, being such as were 
dedicated to the memory of our Lord, or to those whose names 
are pre-eminent in the Gospels; — the Blessed Virgin, the 
Apostles, the Baptist as the Precursor, and St, Stephen as the 
Proto-martyr; St. Mark and St. Luke as Evangelists; the 
Holy Innocents, as the earliest who suffered on Christ’s account ; 
the Feast of St. Michael and all Angels, to remind us of the 
benefits received by the ministry of angels ; and All Saints as the 
memorial of all those who have died in the faith. Surely no 
method could have been better devised than such a course for 
making time, as it passes, a perpetual memorial of the Head of 
the Church. 

The principle upon which certain festivals of Devotion still re- 
tained in the kalendar prefixed to the Common Prayer, and usually 
printed in italics, were selected from among the rest, is more obscure. 
Many of them evidently indicate names which had been peculiarly 
honoured of old in the Church of England ; — St. Alban, the proto- 
martyr of Britain ; Augustin, the apostle of the English race ; Ve- 
nerable Bede ; and King Edward the Co^fe^r, the real patron nf 
England, supplanted in the age of paj^^-m^rsdry by the legend- 
ary St. George. Others must have ^beir high sta- 

tion in the earlier ages of tho Cliiu|;ch--if^Pi^|<Mei St. Augustine, 
St. Martin, and St. Cyprian ; omeitu celebrity. 

A third cla$$ are, Sainti^ who ^commemorated; and 

it is a very^gttrious fact, and, we^J^i^lieve, hit|iP^ quite unno- 
ticed^ 
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iiced^ that these Saints*-days, now considered as the distinctive 
badges of Romanism, continued to retain their stations in our 
]K>pular Protestant English almanacs until the alteration of the 
style in 1752^ when ftiey were discontinued. By what authority 
this change t(X)k place we know not, but perhaps the books ot 
the Stationers' Compan} might solve this mystery. We take the 
first which lies before us, the almanac of the venerable Philomath 
Gadbury ; — 


JANUARY, 1733. 


1 CucumcmoH, 

2 Abel. 

3 Enoch. 

4 Chromach. 

5 Edward, Coitfesaor. 

6 Eptpkany. 

7 I p Epiphany, 

8 Marcellos. 

9 Lucian. 

10 Agatha. 

11 Higmus. 

12 Arcadius. 

13 Hiliuryb. 

14 2 pp. E^pkany 

15 Maurus. 

16 Kcntigem. 


17 Anthony. 

18 Cathed Petii. 

19 Woolstaii. 

20 P/. fV. born, 

21 Septuages, 

22 Theodore. 

23 Term liegins. 

24 Wilfrede. 

25 Conv, Si. Paul. 

26 Cletus 

27 Christopher, 

28 Sexagenma. 

29 Samuel. 

30 K. Chailes I. mart 

31 Cynacus. 


More amusing, however, is one of Gadbury’s li^als, whom we 
find included in the same volume : — 


* Poor Robin, 1733, a new Almanack after the old fashion, wherein 
jou have an account of the eclipses, the new moons, full moons and 
half moons, commonly called quarters ; also the sign governing, telling 
you when to cut your corns, pare your nails, and many useful things not 
to be had anywhere else, with a discovery of an infallible method to tell 
fortunes by the Twelve Houses, being the first after Bissextile or Leap- 
year, contaimng a iwo^fold Kalendar^ viz. ; the fionest^ true-hearted 
Protestant olh account, wiih the martyrs for pure religion ov 
T ttK ONE SIDE, ondihose who ivcre justly executed for phiUntj treason 
04d rebellion on the other.* 

We select the month that is the richest, namely : — 


1 Rmigiua. 

2 Leodegar. 

3 Thofnasb. 

4 Eraoefi. 

5 CouMabfhid. 

6 HagDOA 

7 20 tfw* 

8 Pelagia, 

0 Btairie. 

10 PauRiie. 



OCTOBER, 1733. 


1 Jack Adams. 

2 Phalaris. 

3 The season now 

4 declines a little. 

5 Leave physic ofl*, 

6 and stick to victuel. 

7 mil. Say. 

8 Perilliis 


. 0 Paimbarot^. ' 
1 10 Bitnon. 

11 Njrtopoi. 


13 upon youe 


14 21 aft. 
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14 21 q/V. Trin, 

1 ) Severut. 

]() Gdllus. 

17 \udrey. 

18 St. Luke Evan. 

19 Ptolemy 

20 Faust. \ irg. 

21 22 aft, Tnn 

22 Cordula Virg. 

23 Term begiiib. 

24 Areta. 

25 Cl 1 spin. 

26 Amundus; 

27 Florence. 

28 23 q/lf. Trtn 

29 Narcibsua. 

30 K Geotge TL horn, 

31 Julian. 


14 back to lay, 

15 Tbat summer labour 

16 washed away. 

17 Harrmriy the B niche t. 

1 8 Cook, the Solicitor, 

19 Scot, the Btewer, 

20 Hugh PetefS, the Jester, 

21 John Carew* 

22 John Jones, 

23 Adaan Scroop, 

24 Darnel Axtel, 

25 Ciispiii. 

26 Who loves the law 

27 the term is come, 

2S But my advice is 

29 'gree at home. 

30 Owen Bowen. 

31 Phelps the Sctihler, 


We wish our diligent and erudite friend Sir Henry Ellis would 
take ^ Poor Robin * in hand. He beats us ; alas ! how the keenest wjt 
evaporates in the course of a century. We are utterly unable to ex- 
plain thejoke of introducing ^ Jack Adams’ and ^ Phalaris’ amongst 
the "roundheads.’ " Poor Robin/ in his day, was the delight, the 
counsel, the guide of the English countryi-folk. They made love 
and beer by his directions ; wooed the sweetheart and tapped the 
barrel, in the assigned planetary hour* His kalendar is the great 
treasure-house for allusions to local customs and popular sports. 
Quaint rhymes and ludicrous prose fill his pages, not always the 
most delicate or refined, yet perhaps as innocuous as the " useful in- 
loiination’ now presented to the "intelligence of the masses,’ by 
his untaxed successors — " B, Franklin bom ,* " Voltaire died, ^ Day 
when Oxford Dons get drunk,* and so on, as may be seen in the 
Temperance Almanac, to the great edification, without doubt, of the 
numerous respectable clergy and pious Indies by whom the said So- 
ciety is patronized. ^ Poor Robin ’ affords much matter for consi- 
deration. He shows that the tradition respecting the appropriation 
of the days to particular saints was considered by the common people 
as eminently Protesiantf that is to say, as a part and parcel of the 
Church of England ; and that an almanac without Saints for every 
day was nought. We have neither space nor leisure to pursue this 
inquiry ; but we do earnestly wish that some one well versed in 
ecclesiastical history, for instance Mr* Palmer, would investi- 
gate the ' Kalendar / not with of ministering to antiqua* 

rian curiosity or idle amusement, but as involving principles of the 
highest importance. The secular power came to the aid of the 
Church by the statute 5 and 6 Edw. VI* c<.3* This Act commands 
all our present liturgical festivtijs to ho ohserved,; and their non- 
obseivation is by no means (Ut act of discretion^ |:ittt a breach of 
the law of the land. Of the peculiar sports wbd observances 

which 
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which had been attached by ancient usage and custom to peculiar 
days — the dancing round the maypole on the festival of St. 
Philip and St. James — the bonfires on the feast of the Baptist — 
and the like — ^it is unnecessary to speak ; but the main feature, 
anterior to the Reformation^ was the cessation from work and 
labour upon such festivals. The people had a time provided to 
rejoice before the Lord ; and the exceptions in the Act show that 
such was still the spirit of the age : those who chose to work are 
merely ^rmitted to labour. 

The Puritans abolished the Church fasts and festivals ; and by 
their ordinance, 8th June, 1647 (Scobeirs * Acts and 0;c?/- 
nances* p. 81), the feast of the Nativity of Christ, Easter, Whit- 
suntide and all other holidays, were utterly suppressed. But 
they were not so blind as not to see how this abolition might have 
an injurious effect upon the comfort and well being of the people. 
If, on the one hand, they discarded the festivals of the Church, 
they felt that, on the other, some substitute must be provided, ‘ To 
the end, therefore, that there might be a convenient time allotted 
to scholars, apprentices, and other servants for their recreation,' it 
was by the same ordinance enacted that they should have ^ such 
convenient, reasonable recreation and relaxation from their con- 
stant and ordinafy labour, on every second Tuesday in the 
month throughout the year, as formerly they had used to have on 
the festivals commonly called holydays.’ And in case of any dif- 
ference arising between master and servant concerning the liberty 
thus granted, the next justice of the peace was to have power to 
reconcile the same« Yet the foregoing ordinance was not thought 
sufficient to secure the comfort of the people ; and by another, 
parsed on the28lhofthe same month of June, 1647, it was ordained 
* that all windows of shops, warehouses, and other places where 
wares or commodities arc usually sold, shall be kept shut on 
aaid day of recreation, from eight in the morning till eight in 
the evening; and that no master shall wilfully retain his 
apprerdfce or other servant within^doors, or from his recreation, 
unless on account of market-days, fair-days, or other extraordi- 
nary occasion and in such case the master was to allow unto 
such apprelidce, or other servant, one other day of recreation in 
pl^e d that one thus taken away. 

The Purifani^-^we do not use the word in reproach, but as a 
term of deSlfrij^i0ii~were wise in their generation. In 1644 
they had enacted, by the ordinance ^ for the restraint of several 
evils ott the Lord*s-day ’ (ScObell, p. 37), what $hey considered, 
not without truths aa a great moral refornu Maypoles, 
hh^haniSh vanity^ generally abused to superstition and wicked- 
%% stroke. The reig^tions hitherto practised on 

the 
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the Sunday were to cease. The arrow ceased to fly at the butt ; 
the bowl rolled no more ; down fell all the skittles ; and the ^ lewd 
dancers ’ on the green were to be indulged with three hours* rest 
in the stocks, for their own comfort and the edification of the 
neighbours. 

Let us be careful how we carp at these men. With whatever 
sourness, whatever asperity, whatever ' anti-prclatical ’ feeling 
this enactment was made, it was founded upon a true and holy 
principle; and the general neglect of the Sabbath — nay, the 
encouragement given to its desecration by the Book of Sports — so 
entirely contrary to the principles and practice of the early Chris- 
tians — can be viewed only as amongst the national sins which drew 
down upon the Church of England that tribulation and punish- 
ment which she then experienced. Why should we be ashamed 
to confess the fact ? we make no claim to infallibility. 

' All work and no play» makes Jack a dull boy.’ Even the ass 
cannot be always kept in the mill; and the Puritan legislation 
points out one great practical object fb be attained by the due ob- 
senance of the Church of England Festivals — practical, because^ 
what may be termed the machinery of the Church all works to one 
end, — and if you maim one portion, it is like damaging a wheel in 
a clock, the whole goes wrong. The Saints’-days and other Festi- 
vals were intended by the Church to become outworks, defences 
jirotecting mankind in the solemn enjoyment of the Lord’s-day. 
The Puritans, by their ^ recreation ordinance,* scanty as their allow- 
ance was, showed that they understood the question in its practical 
bearings. Observe these holy-days according to their true intent ; 
let the morning be spent in the house of God : let the remainder 
of thq^day be given to cheerfulness, and you afford to the labour- 
ing population — and we take the word ^ labouring’ in its widest 
sense— the means of reasonable and healthful recreation equally 
needed for body and mind ; and you t^move at once the tempta- 
tions which lead the ' masses ’ to encroach on the sanctity of the 
Sabbath. Penal laws defeat their own object in such cm&hi. 
Sorrowful as the desecratioti of the Lord*s-day may he, in pr 
around any great town, or still more in our tremenfleus metro- 
polis, it is far more sorrowful to feel that we and scourge the 
labouring classes to this great sin, by the intense worry and drive 
of morbid activi^ which pervades the entire frame of society. 
Enter the sqiialia wildernesses of Spitalfields or Giles* Even 
make your progress through the quarters ihhabiMl-% the better- 
most sort of o]^eratives and working tradeit, the hives of courts 
and narrow streets where the brightest blase of Sdmmer never 
affords more than an adus^ aod mMy whele the sweetest 
shower of Spring falls polluted to4hf groOnd!!^ Go farther — 

breathe 
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breathe the stifling vapour of the Arcade or the Bazaar^ and look 
at the pallid cotintenance of the pining maiden, and you will 
be convinced that the absolute animal want of mere fresh air, at 
least for one day in the weary week, must become irresistible. 

Perhaps, however, there are no localities where we could so 
successfully begin to permit the poor, the needy, and the humble 
to enjoy again the liberty which the Church so joyfully wishes to 
bestow, as in the manufacturing districts. How many of the plans 
about which we now dream and talk for the benefit of the opera- 
tives, were really efiected by the Church long ago, long before 
there were steam-engines or power-looms ? Daily service secured 
the remission from labour sought by Lord Ashley s bill ; and the 
Festival would now give the means of healthful relaxation and 
mental improvement, without trespassing upon that seventh of 
our existence in which we are not to seek our own pleasure, nor 
speak ourxiwn words. 

'What!* exclaims the mill -owner, 'stop the works for forty 
days in the year T Certainly. Do not you lose ten times more 
by strikes, and turn-outs, and Chartist-meetings, than by all the 
superstitions of preceding centuries ? 

Never can the Lord’s-day be duly and strictly observed, and jet 
in a kindly and affectionate spirit, untd the whole $}^stem of the 
Church service is restored. Those who seek to propitiate the 
' masses * by throwing open museums, and galleries, and libraries 
on the Sunday, give nothing of their own ; they take away that 
which belongs to the Lord. Those who duly observe the com- 
mandment equally give nothing of their own; they give to the 
I>ord what is his, and which costs them nothing. And, so long as 
they who profess to honour the Sabbath continue, during the re- 
mainder of the week, to exact that crushing and continuous labour 
from those classes who are either directly or indirectly under 
their control, which driven the objects of their rule to worldly 
amusements and recreations, or ' intellectual pursuits,* on the day 
which should be the day of holy rest — ^so long are they co-operating 
in the most efficient manner with the advocates of indifferentism 
aiid infiid<^^ You may give the most 'exemplary attendance* — 
alas ! wbal^p^t of self-deception and bitterness is there in that 
woM «> applied — at church, or chapel, or Exeter 

Hall; alWiyf jappear et the proper time in your pew or on the 
' platffirm be ^nm^aotive member of ' The Loid’a-Day Observance 
Society;’ dishcibipile tracts liom 'the Repository, No. 56^ Pater- 
noster Row,;* or Bibles and Prayer*^ Books 'the Christian 
Knowledge Society’s House, No. 67# lancpln’s Itm Fields hunt 
all the donkeys off Hampstead Heath; bowl and roll the 
orange down Primrose Hill ; kick the cake-baskets off the kirb- 

stonc ; 



Medmml Kalendars — SamW Dotp. 391 

stone ; wheel all the old apple*women to the workhouse ; trundle 
the barrows to the ^ green yard explode all the ginger-beer ; 
swallow all the ' annual reports never read the Sunday newspaper 
— except in the ^ Monday s edition — and yet with all these pro- 
fessions and exertions^ if you so chain your clerk to the desk, your 
shopman to the counter, in short, all your slaves to the oar, as to 
destroy the comfort of week-day life, and only release them from 
their bondage when you are compelled to strike ofif the fetters, you 
merely goad them to violate the word of God, and mock the spirit of 
Christianity. What are termed the ordinances of the Church are 
only applications of the Divine Law. You must take all or none. 
Difficulties unquestionably there are in the way ; but as is most 
truly and powerfully remarked by Archdeacon Manning, with whose 
woids we shall conclude, — 

‘ The habits of life are not so absolute but that a little firmness would 
soon throw them into a better order. Let us only resolve to “ seekyrVs/ 
tlie kingdom of God,” to take the cycle and the seasons of the Church as 
our governing rule, and to make our lives bend to its appointments. 
When once the Church has restored the solemn days of fast and festival, 
and the stated hours of daily prayer, there will be an order marked out 
for all men of good will to follow ; and, at the last, we shall once more 
see this fretful, busy world checked, and for a while cast out by the pre- 
sence of the world unseen. Its burthen will be sensibly lessened, and 
the hearts of men will have some shelter and rest to turn to in the dry 
and glaring turmoil of life. Then among us, as of old, men may go up 
in secret to the house of prayer, to make their sin-offerings, and their 
peace-offerings, and their offerings of thanks. No sun should then go 
down on sins unconfessed, or blessings unacknowledged ; and if any he 
truly hindered, still in their own home, or by the wayside, or in crowded 
marts, or in busy cities, or in the fields — when the bell is heard afar off, 
or the known hour of prayer is come — they may say with us the Con- 
fession and the Lord’s Prayer, and though far from us on earthy may 
meet us in the court of heaven.’ — Sermons^ pp. 206, 207. 


Kote. — Since this aitlcle was paged for woikiiig off, Lord John Maimers has pub- 
lished a * Plea for National Holidays,^ in which he has taken mudi ^the same view 
of the question which we have attempted to advocate. Regrehin^ tfat under these 
circumstances we cannot at this moment enter into an examination his. production, 
we do mo»t earMatlp recommend it to all who are intej:iested in the Welmre of the com- 
munity. It is written with ability, and, what is of ihr more imi^tatice than ability, 
in an excellent spirit* May the , 'young autlior he strengthened oqd piided in the 
good course which he ^ begun, and may otliers of his rank end station follow his 
exaptiple ; for it is amoo^t such men as he promises to be, that the Crown will find 
its defenders, the poor and needy their most sincere and steady fricfiids. 
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Art. V. — Handley Cross ; oi*, the Spa^Hunt, London. 1843. 
3 vols. 12mo. 

TJ'ROM the days of John Gilpin down to those of John Jorrocks 
the doings of our citizens have had interest for country as w^ell 
as for town. The furthest removed, whether in station or in loca- 
tion, like to know how the Londoners proper live — how and where 
they ride, fish, shoot — above all, whereabouts, and after what 
fashion, they hunt. Still there has always been an unworthy 
leaning to disparage and ridicule the prowess of the East ; as 
if it were not hard enough in all conscience for peoj>le to be 
cooped up in bricks and mortar all the year, without having the 
slow-pointing finger of scorn proclaiming them cockneys whenever 
they venture forth for a breath of fresh air. ^ The unkindest cut 
of all ’ is, that city sportsmen are mainly indebted to city pencils 
and city pens for this unenviable notoriety. 

The late Mr. Seymour, for instance (a thorough-bred cockney), 
published aS ipany sketches as filled half-a-dozen volumes, of 
which the field-sports of Londoners formed the staple, and which 
will outlive his more elaborate productions. Nobody can resist 
the fun of some of these delineations — especially in the fishing 
and shooting departments. At one page we have a country prac- 
titioner (a jolly-looking clown in a smock-frock) about ^ to serve 
an ejectment that is to say, shove a smart fisherman into a river 
in which he is poaching ; and hard by we have a City swell y with 
shot-belt and gun, pointing to a dead sparrow across a piece of 
water, and exclaiming to a plethoric pugdog — ^ Fetch it, Prim ; 
fetch it : vy, vot a perverse dog you are ! ’ We have two urchins 
with one gun, tugging along a poodle pup by a great heavy chain ; 
the pi^ler observing to the shooter — ^ Vot vith buying powder 
and shbl, and keeping that ’ere sporting dog, shooting ’s werry ex- 
pensive !*'' A few Numbers further on, we have a sportsman 
taking a deliberate aim at a Billy-goat on a bank by a cottage ; 
while his companion, as he opens a sack, exclaims — ‘ Make sure 
l^f him. Bob ; I ’m told it *s as good as wenison.’ Then comes a 
twittered seizing a common-councilman just about to fire — 

* Votfll^SN^^tare you shooting at through the hedge ? ’ ^ ’Ares ! ’ 
^ Therik too^n tbii^ arn’t hares — them’s gipsy babbies ! ! ’ 

Strypo respectfully among the recreations of the 

Londoners in his own day (the reign of Geegge 1.) ^ riding on 
horseback and hunting with ray Lord Minor’s hounds when the 
common hunt goes out.^ We need baxMj^ say; indeed, that the 
maintenance of a pack of hounds formed a piht ol 4he expenses of 
many of the corporations in former times, just a$ the donation of 
purses or pieces of plate Ip the race meetings does at present. 

But 
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But even in Strype’s day the joking had begun — ^witness Tom 
DTJrfey on the Lord Mayor’s field-day : — 

* Once a-year into Essex a hunting they do go ; 

To see ’em pass along 0 ’tis a most pretty show : 

Tlnough Cheapside and Fenchurch-street and so to Aldgate-pump, 

Each man with ’s spurs in *s horse’s sides, and his backsword cross 
his rump. 

My Lord.he takes a staff in hand to beat the bushes o’er ; 

I must confess it was a work he ne’er had done before. 

A creature bounceih from a bush, which made them all to laugh ; 

My lord, he cried, A hare, a hare ! but it proved an Essex calf/*" 

We like the Londoners — their joyous enthusiasm is like llie 
hearty gaiety of a girl at her first ball, while the listlcssness of 
many of what are called regular sportsmen resembles the inert- 
ness of the belle of many seasons. Colonel Cook, who hunted 
what may be called a cockney country — part of Essex — bears 
testimony to the excellence of their characters : — 

‘ Should you happen to keep hounds,’ says he, ‘ at no great distance 
from London, you will find many of the inhabitants of that capital 
(cockneys, if you please) good sportsmev^ well mounted, and riding well 
to hounds ; they never interfere with the management of them in the 
field, contribute liberally to the expense, and pay their subscriptions 
regularly Whenever I went to town I received the greatest kind- 

ness and hospitality from these gentlemen; capital dinners, and the 
choicest wines. We occasionally went’the best pace over the mahogany, 
often ran the Portuguese a sharp burst, and whoo-whooped many a 
long-corkcd Frenchman .'’t 

Be it observed, there is a wide difference between the London 
sportsman and the London sporting-man. The former loves the 
country, and rushes eagerly at early dawn to eipoy a long day’s 
diversion, while the latter is a street-lounging, leather-platiijg idiot, 
who feels quite unhappy ^ off the stones.’ If railroads had effected 
no greater good, they had yet earned our eternal gratitude for 
diminishing, if not annihilating, that most disgusting of all disgust- 
ing animals, the would-be sts^e-coachman. Not, that we object 
to gentlemen driving four-in-hand — if well, so mu<^ the better for 
their own necks — but we groan over those benighte4 who, 

while following the occupation, think it incumbent 4e$c^d to 

* Pilla to purge Melancholy — 1719. 

f Obiervafions oa Fox-Hunting, p. 14S. The derivation of cocknej^ has gravelled 
<mii^philologi 8 t 9 . Meric Casaubon is clear for — ^not a bad bit of pedantry ; — 

little doUbt it is a diminutive of coke, i. e. cook ; and from five same 
are the French and oolite: fo^the levities and vic^s of the towns- 
associated m thie^tiiiti|%jruiiic mind with the one overwhelming idea of 
devotion lo delicate te. 

Dr. Richerdsoe^ewiest example in from Chaucer’s /Site’s Tak .w 
' * And wh«i this jape is tald auotliev 

I shftll be bolden a dafie [foo^ or a Cokenay.’ 


the 
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the mannei^s, the gestures^ and the articulation of the ^ regulars/ 
who touch their hats to ladies, and turn in their toes and jerk 
out an elbow to their male friends. There was a smart paper in a 
recent number of that justly popular miscellany, the New Sporting 
Magazine, wherein this ‘ Sporting Tiger’ is well portrayed: — 

* The only possible mistake that may be made in judging of him by his 
skin may be in taking him for an opulent bookkeeper at a coach-office, 
or for an omnibus cad who has inherited largely. He usually wears 
a broadish-brimmed hat, furnished with a loop and string to secure 
it to his head in tempestuous weather, and a long-waisted dark coat, 
with a widish hem in lieu of a collar, and with astoundingly wide- 
apart hind buttons, very loose and ample in the skirts; his neck- 
cloth is generally white, and tied so as to display as much of his poll 
as possible ; his waistcoat is easy, long, and groomish in cut, whilst his 
trousers are close-fitting, short, and secured under a thick, round-toed, 
well-cleaned boot, by a long nairow strap. His great coat, wrapper, 
coatoon, pea-jacket, or whatever he may please to call it, is indescrib- 
ably bepatched, bestitched, and bepocketed — constiucted on the plan 
best calculated to afford extraordinary facilities for getting at halfpence 
to pay turnpikes with rapidity, an|i for withstanding unusual inclemency 
of weather in an exposed situation. He saunters about with a sort of 
jaunty swagger, twutching his head on one side about thrice in a minute ; 
he carries a slight switch in his hand, with which he deliberately re- 
hearses, as he strolls along, the outline of a severe double-thongiug 
with which he means {o surprise his team — when he sets up one. What 
appears to interest him above all things in this sublunary scene aie the 
family affairs of stage-coachmen, and the success or failure of the coaches 
committed to their charge. He would rather be accosted familiarly 
before witnesses by Brighton Bill than by the Duke of Wellington.’ 

Such figures as this used to be very familiar to all who saw the 
arrival or departure of ^The Age’ or 'The Times;’ but they 
are now rare. There survives, however, another and a still lower 
grade of London sporting-men— lower in rank — lower in eveiy- 
tbing — who tend materially to bring the fair fame of our citizens 
into disrepute. We allude to the steeple- chase and hurdle-race 
riders. We denounce the whole system. It is bad in every point 
of view— cruel, dangerous, and useless — cruel to horses, dangerous 
to riders, and useless in all its results — except, indeed, the fre- 
quent riddance it makes of fools. What can be more cruel than 
rewarding a noble animal who has carried his rider gallantly 
throughout the winter, when his legs want rest and refreshment, 
by a butchering race across country, without the wonted stimulus 
in the cry of hounds — and all for a few sovereigns sweepstake ? 
What can be more dangerous than the pranks of a set of hot- 
headed youths, roused perhaps with the false cwrage of brandy, 
setting off to gallop straight across an artificially<^fenced country, 
against captains who don their titleit with their jackets, and retire 

after 



after tlie raec into tfe Sl^I>lc*l««fn ? W it 

IS the speed of the ^Hes to ascertain, the 

smooth raec-oourse is ^ 0 ^ md as to saying timt 

liunters must be aWe "lo ^ lil#^p)aifee,* we answer, that hounds 
must go even fe^telr th^ tho pace that slceple- 

cba^s ate skU^ at, Every dayt ^ countries t>e^ 

coming more mido&ed ; tM h h mfV^kagrth^t ^ hedges are no 
impediment to tlie foie a^^t hounds to s^flU jb^ne^sary to ride a 
horse- ^full tilt; ^ihd while titdy are^ running. No 

doubt there are bursts, hut lliere are few without s^ie breathing 
liim'— and at any ivUe the excitement of the hounds tends an 
impetus to the horse, which the spur of the steeple-chaser can 
never auppiy. 

An amusing booh mu^ht be written on the genuine sportsmen 
of this our greiit city; and we heartily wish Mr. Surtees of 
llemsteily Hall, Norlhumberland, to whom we ate indebted tor 
the vfilumes iinin<*d at tlie head of this> paper, would undertake the 
)oh. 

Wc believe the Kppmg Hunt v\ as taken up after the dovvniaU 
of the city pack by 'i oni Hounding and his brother Dick. Dick 
died in leaving 'I'om, who, though now, alas ! dead too, will 

never die inHhe annals of the chose,^ He has been celebrated by 
Hood — but the greatest compliment perhaps that could be paid 
him was that the Eppittg Hunt died with him. Happy we aie to 
think that with our editorial ubiquity wc once joined the Eppliio 
1 1 lint, Tiiough somerrhat shorn of its glory — still Totn Koundiag 
was iluMo^the living likeness of Goorgo courteous host 

ot the Horse ami Groom at WoodfemSAVellaj,, * . 

* A snow-wWte haW, a lOarry ^ 

A cheek of joHy blttah,* 

A claret tint laid on by Health. 

With Master BevBard's 

We know not if Tom Rounding felt tlio ermfempt that moat ohl 
lox-hutticrs do' for slag- hunting— but ceriamly, tJhe day we hsul 
the honour of attmuling, there w?as not nittch emfty m the out-of- 
(loois dc' partmentf^ A stupid- lo<iking bind^ iti head ^rnished^idi 
dingy ribbons, uncarted before a tfo«en yHpmg ui^«eable 
bounds* no ^ertidha or persnaaiona of a hloi^y whipper-ia 
clad in gre<m^ with the 'peak of his <»p turned behind* 
the rain dowithis back, could mducc^pack t 

i\ circuilous struggle of a mile or so,, hind, bounds, ^A^hol■ semen 
found themselves at the hack ol fhe^Hoyse itml Groom^triW'ith the 
1 cal business of the day yet to emnmenoe. 

Rut Sutrey'W^ the great scene of Tmi ago, m 

that (ounty, ihife iVere three packs of one of st^- 
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hounds, aitd kniimerahl^ pBiduB^ ham^&rs, . When Mr. Jorrocks, 
whose expimts we Ater now .Wanted to astonish his 

friend the Yorka||iremali with the bddliaiwy of Surrey doinp^s, and 
mounted him day with ^them ’ountis,* they overtook near 
Croydon a genileiiiait reading a long list decorated with a stag- 
at the dutolh^ whkh |iack be should go to, jiWt aaone 
the play»]^lls during a ‘'Temperance Corner ’ diiuiWr^ to see 
which theatre is beiW^jriirUi patronising. 

We emmot idludeSO those days without giving a word to the 
late * Pitrson ^Harvey of Pimlico/ as he was generally called. 
Many of ouar readers will remember a tall, eccentric, horse- 
breakev^^lookmg individual, dressed in an old black coat, with drab 
breeches and gaiters, lounging up and down the Park on a 
ihoiough-bred and frequently hooded horse ; that was the Rev. 
Mr. Hairey, an enthusiastic lover of the animal, and the owner 
of many valuable horses. He was ;m amiable, inoifensive man, 
and an oracle in horse-flesb, particularly where racing matteis 
were concerned. His last appearance in public was on New- 
market Heath, whither he was drawn in a bed-carriage, his feeble 
head propped up with pillows, to see the produce of some favourin' 
win his race. But let it not be supposed that Mr, Harvey had nt> 
regard for religious duties : far from it. Though without pre- 
ferment, and long before the Tracts were heard of, he was a daily 
attendant at Church*: morning-service at Westminster Abbey 
inyaxiably included him among its congregation. His style of 
doing this, howeter, had something of peculiarity about it. Di$- 
dainii^ to walk, a n d beingj^ moreover, an economist, be bit u{K>n 
an expedient for providil^ dbelter for .his horse without *the ex- 
pense of a livery^stable. tjis long equestrian exercises wearing 
out much iron, healways rode that horse to the Abbey which most 
wanted ^hoeing^ su got standing room at a neighliouriiig 
^ipdthy ; b^*t at d sst of shoes a^day would more than supply bis 
the wmrtliy parson had cmly one shoe put on at a time, so 
each borm four turns ! 

^ Mr. SNuiiel (iahis ‘ Rural Sports ’)^ relates % singular instance 
<4 London t^nne^ and mansgement^ which be placed in 
e^^SdrOsI wi%lbe oxtiiain^anno of modern establittocilts: — 

V * clerk to ao attorney^ {a eonnexio% of 

die hiraeelf^ with 

St many if and two hunierm upon sh^y poimds yet 

TE%% aim net hifOndan^ without ron>^M tJt debt, 

^ bach- To exphua tfus s^miug 

^possibility, it shomd be observed Ibat, e^h^tjkmof office- 

wutrs, Mr. Osbaldest^ acted as an accotmlaiit butchers in 

^0 paid him in o0ti. The choicest monn^ls of this he 
^Illpa fot hii^ldf imd family, ^ud with the rest he fed his hounds, 

which 
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which ivere k&pt in tlie g(mrU. His hoirses wvt kdj^^ in his aeiiar^ 
and fed on graihs from a ndghbom^ing brewhouse, and on damaged 
roui, with which he waa supplied by a comchandler, whose books he 
kept iu order. Once or twice a week in the season he hunted; and 
by giving a hare now and then to the fanners over whose ground he 
spotted, he secured their good will ai^d per^j^on ; and several gentle- 
men (struck with the extraordinary economical mode of his hunting 
arrangements, which were generally known) winked at his going over 
their manors. Mr. Osbaldcston was the yonnger son of a gentleman of 
good family but small fortune in the north of l^gland ; and, having im- 
prudently married one of his father^s servants, was turned out of doors, 
with no other fortune than a southern hound big with pup, and whose 
olfspriug from tliat time became a source of amusement to him.* 

We have already alluded to one change that railroads have 
effected in the sporting department of London life ; but that 
was a trifle. All England has been contracted » as it were, within 
the span of oUr metropolis. Sportsmen who rose by candlelight, 
and with difficulty accomplished a Croydon or Barnet meet by 
elev(»n, can now start, horse and all, by the early train, and take 
the cream of Leicestershire for their day ! The Yorkshire hills 
resound to the guns that formerly alarmed only Hampstead and 
Highgate ; and the lazy Lea is deserted for the rushing Tweed 
nr sparkling Tenot. No wonder, therefore, that wo should now 
find our old friend Mr. Jorrocks on a new and comparatively 
distant field of action. 

Many hasty critics accused the author of * Jorrocks's Jaunts 
and Jollities’ (1838) of plagiarizing Pickwick and Co., regard- 
b‘ss of the preface, which stated that the chapters ^ were reprinted 
from the New Sporting Magazinb, Wherein they had appeared 
between the years 1831 and 1834,’ long before Mr. Dickens 
emerged into public notice. We will venture to SJiy that the 
sire of Jorrocks would no more think of Such a thing as filch- 
ing another man’s style than would the more prolific* 

How far the popularity of ^The Jaunts’ may have 
certain publishers to wish for a Cockney sportsman of their WH 
is another matter : but the dialect of Jorrocks was and is his 
own ; and We must equally disclaim, on the part of our inde- 
pendent friend, hs respects character, all clanship or sympathy 
tioft Mr. Pt^wick. Jorrocks is Hr sportsman to the 
balMone. Pickwick^s real merits are many anA gfeat; but 
tlaorough ignorance of all appertainb^ fo wus his prime 

qualifi^tfon' for the chahtu^hlp tif thh mub— true cockney 
accoldfogl^^fom^r’^defic^ ^ir urbanus, return rtisticarum 
prorsus^ nor need uddithm be omitted, ^Gnlac 

et ventri dedi^ns/ , , , ^ 

In these wihimes the cltarpcter of the sportmg grocer ia hif^ught 
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out in $till mote perfect developement than in the production of 
1838 ; but they embrace a vjiew of the history of Handley Cross, 
both as a waterin^^lace and a rival to Melton Mowbray, previous 
to his advent in the locality of his new adventures. We are willing 
to ijuote freely from this pi*cliiainai-y part, as many of our readers 
wthy know and care littfis' about hunts, but few or none of them 
e$li have avoided some acq^uaintance with spas ; and we wish to 
^how them that our 4 t|tlhor, though a crack sportsman, is quite 
awake upon a variety of subjects besides. For example, we be- 
lieve the fojloa^bg account of the medical worthies who first made 
the Handley watcj^ famous will be allowed to equal in accuracy 
and far surpass in spirit any parallel record that could be cited 
from the pages of Dr* Granville : — 

* One Roger Swizzle, a roistering, red-faced, roundabout apothecary, 
who had somewhat impaired his constitution by his jolly performances 
while walkiiig the hospitals in J^ndon, had settled at Appledove, a 
small market-town in the vale, w here he enjoyed a considerable want of 
praolke in common with two or three otlier fortunate brethren. Hear- 
ing of a mineral spring at Handley Cro'-s, which, according to usual 
country tradition, was capable of “ciuing everything,*’ he tried it on 
himself, and either the water or the exercise in w alking to and fro had a 
very beneficial effect on his digestive powers. He analysed its contents, 
an^ finding the ingredienls he expected, he set himself to work to turn 
it to his own advantage. Having secured a lease of the spring, he took 
the late Stephen Dumpling’s house on the green, where, at one or other 
of its four front windows, a numerous tribe of little Swizzles might 
be seen flattening thS^r noses against the panes. Roger possessed every 
requisite for a great experimental practitionei>^ssuTance, a wife and 
large family, and scarcely anything to keep them on. 

‘ Being a shrewd sort ot fellow, he knew there was nothing like 
striking out a new light for attracting notice, and the more that light 
was in accofrdance with the wishes of the World, the more likely was it to 
turn to his own advantage. Half the complaints of the upper classes 
l^ontnew arose from overheating and indolence, so bethought, if he could 
<^kiate a doctrine that with the use of Handley C ross waters people might 
and drink what they pleased, his fortune would be as good aa made, 
by the local press, he succeeded in drawing a certain attention to 
tw water, the benefit of which soon began to be felt by the villagers of 
the ptace ; and the landlord of the Fox and Grapes had his stably con- 
stantly filled w^ gi|M and horses of the visitors. Presently|^|j|hip 
were sop^t after, cm Carpeting began to cover the before sandeUwr- 
cases of ^ cottages, These were soon foiqiid insuSieient ; and an 
enterprising ^ ^ lading society for the erection of a 

row of four^dSied c<mages, tidied the Grand Ssplaiiade. Others 
qttiekly followed, the last tmderU&iug ^ays eelipsiiig ite^redeemor. 

* ^ Ah, I see haw it he would say, sea a gouty ttmetnian slowly 
diaciesed the symptoms, ** Soon set ha your again* Was far 
w(4ei0t,J^ielf« All stomach sir #**aU stomaf^-^three-fourtfas of our 

' coinplaiiiU 
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complaints arise from stbmacli stroking his cofpiilSSifc protuberancy 
oiie hands and twisting his patient’s batton with the other. Clean 
yott ell out, and then strengthen the system. Bine with me at five, 
and we will teltc it all over.” 

‘ To the great and dignified he was more ceremonious. ‘‘You see, 
Sir Harry/’ he would say, “ it^s all done eatinfr / More peopla^ 
their graves with their teeth than we imagine. Not that I would deny 
you the good tilings of this world, but I would recommend a few at a 
timCr and no mixiny. No i^ijle dishes. No liqueurs — only two or tlirce 
wines. Whatever your stomach fancies, give it! Begin now* to-morrow, 
with the waters. A pint before breakfast— half an hour leKer, tea, fried 
ham and eggs, hroicn bread, and a walk. Luncheon— another pint' — a 
roast pigeon wod fried potatoc’^, then a ride. Dinner at six, wot later, 
mind ; gravy soup, glass of sherry, nice fresh turbot and Ic^ter-sauce 
— wouldn’t recommend salmon — another glass of sherry— then a good 
cut out of the middle of a well-browned saddle of mutton— ^ash it over 
with a few glasses of iced champagne — and if you like a little light 
pastry to wind up with, well and good. A pint of old port and a deviled 
biscuit can hurt no man. Mind, no salads, or cucumbers, or celery, at 
dinner, or fruit after. Turtle-soup is vev;^ wholesome, so is venison. 
Don’t let the punch be too acid though. Brink the waters, live on a 
regimen, and you’ll be well in no time.” 

‘ We beg ])ardon for not having drawn a more elaborate sketch 
of Mr. Swi/zle, before. In height he was exactly five feet eight, and 
forty) ears of age. He had a long, fat, red face, with little twinkling 
black eyes, set high in his forehead, surmounted by fhlUsh eyebrows and 
short bristly iron-grey hair, brushed up like a hedgehog’s back. His 
nose was biiub, and he rejoiced in an ample doubW chin,.flrendered more 
conspicuous by the tightness of an ill-tied w*hite neckcloth, and the ab- 
fccnce of all w hisker or hair from his face. A country-made snuff-coloured 
coat, black waistcoat, and short greenish-drab trousers, with high-lows, 
were the adjuncts of his short ungainly figure. A peculiarly good- 
natured smile hovered round the dimples of his fat cheeks, which set a 
])atieiit at case on the instant. This, with his unaffected, ch^ry, free^nd 
easy manner, and the comfortable nature of his prescriptions, gaine^'^l^ 
innumerable patients. Th^Vto some he did good there is no 
The mere early rising and i||IMircise he insisted upon would reDOVttli& 
constitution impaired by too close application to business and bad 
while the gmunnands, among whom his principal practice lay, would be 
benefited by abstinence and regular hours. The water, no doubt, had its 
as usual, was greatly aided by early^ rifling, pure air, the 
absei^uf cares, regular habits, and Ihe other advanta^ which miuend 
waters invariably claim as their own. One thing the Doctor never 
wanted— a reason why it did not cave* > Jf a pstient wqm back on his 
hands, he soon hit off an excuse — You surely didn*td{ne cfH goose on 
Miohaelmaa-day'^” or Hadn't ynu some^fflberts for dessert?** d^e.^all 
which iufoms^ he got from the seirvanU or shopkeepers of the place. 
When a patitot died on his hands, ho woedd say, He was as go^ as 
dead when ho came/* i. p. 


It 
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It is aki oldlidage, that wherever there is room for cme great 
doctor there must be an opening for a second. Accordingly, the 
heiyrt)^ John Bull of the faculty is soon elbowed by in inierestitig 
foreigner : — 

‘jpetennined to be Sntesle’s opposite in every particular, he^^vas 
aiudtously attentive to his dress. Kot that he indulged in gay colours, 
hki his black suit fitted a wrinkle, and his thin dress boots shone 

with patent polish; ^ftiiid-back cambric wnsthands displayed the 
snowy whiten^ of bis hand, and set otf a massive antique ring or tw^o. 
He had fourfisfltfl frills to his shirt, and an auburn-hair cham crossed 
his broad roU-eollaml waistcoat, and passed a must diminutive Geneva 
watch into his pocket. He was a widower. Mystery being his object, be 
avoided the public gaze* Unlike Roger Sw izzle, w ho either trudged from 
patient to patient, or whisked about in a gig. Dr. Sebabtian MeUqdrove 
to and fro m a claret-coloured fly, drawn by dun ponies. Through the 
plate-glass windows a glimpse of his reclining figure might be caught, 
lolling luxuriously in the depths of its swelling cushions, or musing com- 
plaoi^tly With his chin, massive gold-headed cane. With the men 
he was shy and mysterious 5 but he could talk and flatter tlie women 
into a belief that the^ were almost as clever as himself. 

‘ Portraits appeared at ihe windows, bespeaking the characters of 
each — Swizzle sat with a patient at a round table, indulging in a bee’s- 
w^nged bottle of port, while Mclio replined in a curiously carved chair, 
one bchringed baud supporting his ilowmg-locked head, and the dlher 
Imlding a book. Swizzle’s was painted by the artist who did the attrac- 
tive windpW’blind at the late cigar-shop in the Piccadilly Circus, while 
Sebastian w^ inde$|ed to Grant fmr the gentlemanly ease that artist 

invariidily inwes inm his admirable portraits.’ — vol. 1 . p. 31. 

* a 

Of course, as soon as the visitors began to muster strong at the 
new spa, a Master of the Ceremonies must be elected : but wc 
regret we cannot class the lucky candidate for this high office, 
Cwlain^^jlserrimilS Doleful, with either the rough and jolly 
.^fmlajpiiis of Handley Cross, or hia abstemious dandified 
The M* C. is a mere cancaturp;^ and we resent especially 
||»y^ravagant blunder the author bdi|")tnade in reprosifmting him 
chosen pet of Mrs. Bn^’nington-^ splendid Leeds lady, no 
iettiger in her first bloom indeed, but in the full raagmficence of 
her maimnly development. The husband of this of 

Handley, a rich Cheshire sqiiire, is as sick of bis wife as Mn^f 
hm~but though^ under itucb circumstaiK^s, some exXm&m 
fiirtatioii havn 'seethed within the limits of the probable, 

tJiat aucU dhoald hSaP^ chosen to contole with a 

poor^k battered, ghaedy n a iiwsredi- 

At )d>e same ttme^ if we can bverloak ihie bliinder, 

it^soenas between the wife, toe hMNid> nnd ahe swain are very 
snatohiad-^>^ much so^ that, we aspect to see them 

pillaged 
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flilla^ed by the theatres* Some other characters of le^ importance, 
but 3l veiy nicely sketched, need not detain us. 

At the peru;^ after the waters first began to be frequented, 
there was on the spot a primitive farmer’s pack of hounds — 
trencher-fed, Jis they are called — that is to say, where every man 
kept one* As the place proceeds to exp£fti^, a little mote ambi- 
tion is apparent in the hunting departmipnt. Michael Hardy* . 
a knowing, comfortable yeoman, takes this* lead, and under his 
auspices the pack acquires some provincial distinction. That 
oBfiiueiit character, however, is after one glorious day s sport run 
to groond — gathered to his fathers; and very serious difficulty 
occurs as to the discovery of a fit successor — tlxat is to say, a 
master who should be qualified to give the concern a still more 
effectual lift in the eyes of the world. 

Fortunately several influential members had perused the 
'Jaunts and Jollities,’ and after a Icii^hened negotiation the 
celebrated Mr. Jorrocks was pre\ ailed upon to accept the vacant 
post. We must allow his biographer to mtrc4luce the prince of 
grocers : — • * 

* At the time of which we speak Mr. Jorrocks had passed the grand 

climacteric, and, balancing his age with less accuracy than ho balanced 
his books, called himself between fifty and sixty. He was a stiff, square- 
built, middle-sized man, with a thick neck and a large round head. A 
woolly, Ijroad-brimmed, loAdsh-crowncd hat sat with a jaunty sidelong 
sort of air upon a bushy nut-brown wig, worn for comfort and not decep- 
tion. Indeed his grey whiskers would have acted as^a contradiction if he 
had, but deception formed no part of Mr. Jorrocks’# character* He had 
a fine open countenance, and thoi^^h tlis tum-up nose, little grey eyes, 
and ratJier twisted mouth, were not handsome, still there was a com- 
bination of fun and goodhumour in his looks that pleased at first sight, 
and made one forget all the rest. His dress was generally — a 

puddingy white neckcloth tied in a knot, capacious shitvfmDl 
made without collars), a singte-breasted, high-collated buff wai^l^ii^ 
with covered buttons, a blue<^l.with metal ones— dark-blue stockii^^ 
pantaloons, sud Hessian boojf^With large tassels, displaying flie IrngW 
dimensions of his well-turned limbs. The coat-pockets were mittlle, 
and tbs bask buttons far apart. 

* |ji^jbn8mss»-|flace was in St. Botolph’g Lane, in the dty, but his 

was in Great Corant Street. This is r^er a curious locality, 
people considering it west, while those in the west consider it east. 
The fact is that Great Coram Street .is somewhere about the centre of 
London, near the I^don Univemtl* and not a gr^lWay from the 
Euston station of the Birnungham r^^ay* Neat,,uffisdtnmg houses 
form the sidfts^ ffie west end is gthceS With a hnSdbg that acts the 
double pait c# a reading-wm atm and 

lavement ^ over the dOor. ^ ^ 

’ In this xtgibn'ffie dasainsr dare ^ <dvic impend courtly state are 

equally 





equal^ unkooflhfc Fifteeo-ycar'old footbojrt, in, cothw ai|d 

varuttsl} fittine coats, being objects of amlnticm, orbite the Iblthtig of 

>pots aboMfi'fto o^clc doiotes tite usual dipnlS^ho^r.-t‘^l‘' o 
niH^biet street, l%hly popular with Pooch sod niiter chSntititers*’ 
ik pp.- 106-132. 

* *Clh!,e refers of the ' ‘ Jaunts ^ will perceiye that the hi^o of 
C?otiutn StrOe|Jh^s advanced connderably in years since 
tibe date of his Sul^^ihats and the nip to Paris with Comt^AS 
Benaoliol^borhis thsto and manners preserve ,vcry much the 
old stamp f Inrs. Jorroeks is still as fat and nearly as comely 
as she u$edtp^be^~-as proud and perhaps as jealous of tte g^eht 
man : the niece Belinda has from a pale little threadpaper girl 
become a plmpp» rosy <4uirinerg slightly given to coquetry^-^ut at 
heail good> and really very pretty. Botsy^ the maid^ is slltt what 
we remember — handaomeg active, clever, managing — a principal 
persona|peio the establishment, and possessing special influence 
ov^ bet master. B^R^ntiiji the boy, is as short as when Jqr rocks 
jMKed him out of &e ¥Wtofiville Poorhouse — but his wits have 
been considerabljirafumi^ from living several }cars under the 
roof> and occasion^jP^rtakfaig in the sporting excursions, of so 
eminent a connoisseur. 


Mr. J. and family tear themselves from Great Coram Sj^eet, 
and proceed to the Terminns in the same elegant vehicle wlrieh 
wo had admired of old on the cover-side near Croydon — a roomy, 
donbie-bodied p|iaeton, sky-blue body, wheels picked out 
with b&ek — Jotl6|iibks and il^eliMa in front, Mrs. J, and Betsy 
behind — ^the two irolebmted 4^dsof all-work, Xerxes, and Arter^ 
‘Xerxes, tandcmwise~Benj«miii riding postilion on the leader. In 
two or three short hours they are carried over what used to be a 
long day’ll journey, and arrive at the Handley Cross Station of 
the Liftfemte-sand Railway, recently onened for the purpose of 


tlm jLikpl^ipte-sand Railway, recently opened for the purpose of 
m|£fyii;ig the metropolis with that useful article. The pnncipal 
w&ters of the hunting club are in ^trailtng, with the charity boys 
in their Sunday clothes, tbit Spa band, awi| in fact the 
the now fashionable place. iMr. *!lon:ocks is received 
amitlit tumuUuons demonstrations of curio^l^ and 
Nii^er Mr^nor Barnington, nor any of tm exdust^ 
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• ft e^;aged in oonunttreud 

if 'Qie ttffMMpce of ])iinwlf and bi* patty be less 

itnpcMMs^ IWKK^bai been 8H)l^pated> nitieh MerMdoa* it extended 
to t|#'‘«i|Mdces of a $p<a^^%iUionn^re. No 4wpht tbe tvgnlar 
to coine doirb by die ttbver frabi ^ tbe tdkemtoo, 

diert stood eiwt in the veliicle, tafc- 

ing 
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kjg off fei$4aw^mwned hat bowed and waived it repeatedly td tW com- 
pany, wWle Mra. Jorrocka acknowledgaff the compluncot by 
xi 8 Bditi> 0 f.Vr hand* ]$elmda*a face became anil^ed with 0 

the pabtteky aitiA tiovehy of her aitiiiatum.>^Haviiig |4fficieiitly 
their lungs, hats began to rest upon their owners^ heads, hai^kerchi^s 
^ett^eturned to their reticules, aud amid a j^eral buzz and exclama*^ 
tioit W applause a rush uas made at the carril^ to get a closer view of 
Belinda. ‘*By Jove, what a beautiful girlll/ exclaimed Captain Pe»*- 
cival, eyeing Belinda through hia glass. you ever see such 

eyes?^^ asked a second. Handsomebt cieaturol ever behold! What 
a (|uiz the old is!” “Js> she her daughter?’’ dligh^ed a third 
of Captain Doleful, who was busy marshalling the procffsion. Jjots 
of money 1 suppose?’* ** He looks like a rich fellow, ^ith that great 
sack of a M*Intosh. Tlie servant girPs not bad-looking.” “ Miss 
for my^pdoney, I’m in love witii her already. I wish she’d stand up 
and Ws see her size** “I lay a guinea she*s a clipper. There’s 
a hand ! I’ll be hound for it she has a good Ibot and ankle. None of 
your hairy-hcel’d ones ’* “ He looks like a jolly old dog. We shall 
have lots of dinners, I dare say.*’ Doleful’s fym wrinkled into half ks 
ubiml size with delight, for he plainly saw Whud toade a hit ; and most 
loitunate were those who had cultivated ^jUa, j^^lj^dship through the 
medium of the subscription-lxioks at 4he iim|idbSt for the two-guinea 
bubscribeis were immediately presented to the trio, while the guinea 
raeiuwerc let in at intervals as the procession moved along.* — vol. i, 
pp.110, 111. 

From the balcony of the Dragon the M.C. addresses the 
assembled beauty, faahion, Turf, ’Road, and Ci^se of Hatidley 
Cross, in an oration, which Mr4 Jforrocks an4^elinda hes^r from 
the front drawing-room with tretnou]rs of agitated delight. Doleful 
closes, and the great Jorrocks, ha^pg cast aside hm dingy white 
]MTntosh, and set wig and whiskers straight, steps forth : — 

‘ “ ’Ow arc ye all?’* said Mr. Jorrocks with the greatest familiarity, 
nodding round to ihc meeting, aud ktssmg his band. “ you are 

welK You see Fve come down, to be master of your 
first of all I’ll explain to what I means the word master. 
people call n man a master dp/ounds wot sticks an ’om in his 
and i>h>ws when he likes, bm leaves everything else to the 
That's not tlm soit of master of ’ounds I mean to be. Others call a man 
a ’ounds Wot puts in the paper My. So-and-so’s ’ounds me^t 

a ui||iM aay., at tho'Iiom o’ Lamb; on Wednesday^ at the Brisket 
W Sattiiday, at the riyiag-pan ; and almr that, gbas 
out or ks Wpts his conwenience-— but tkcU*s not the sort of of 

’ouudiS t rUOknk to be. Agaiu, msm oaU thetnseh ea of ’ons^k, 

when thsy>‘pay thedifference aiwkt dk coat^ leav- 
ing the maUUffieuient of matiers^ luonej, .fayrn^t of 

damage^ mi m of Jai^ars, amutaty-r-b^^^ not 

the sort of master of ’ounds 1 means to he. Still, t means m rids with 
tin *orn in niy aad^.' it m Wk** «k?4vhc> posinting to the 

package 
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|)ackfl|^ behind Ihe carriage^ reg*br Pircival, silver jtaoiilih^piece) 
deep pupp'd — aad I means to adwertise the ’ounds iu the paper> aud not 
go sneaUii* ahout'like some df them beggarly Cfockney ^nnts, that look 
more aa if they were goin® to rob a hen^rowt than 'unt a'fox» but^ havin^ 
hxed the meets, I shmi attend them most punctual and regler, and take 
off my *at to all payin^ s^hscribers as they come up (cheers)/’ ’ 

How very good is Jorrocks’s thus early joining in the cry 
against Cockneys ! lie proceeds :— 

* Of aU^tffTii^^OnB under the sun, none is more enviable or more 
’onerahle of a master of fox-’ounds ! Talk of a M.P. ! vot’s an 

M.P. comps^illg to an M.RH.f Your M.P. lives in a tainted hat- 
mosphere among other M.P.s, and loses his consequence by the com- 
monness of the office, and the scoldings he ^ets from his con8ti||ients; 
but an holds his levee in the stable, bis levee in the and 

his levee in the ’untingrdeld — is great and important everywhere— has 
no one to compete with him, no one to find fault, but ajl join in doing 
honour to him to whom honour is so greatly due (cheers). And oh, 
John Jorrocksl my^^|^0^rfrind,’* continued the worthy grocer, fum- 
bling the silver in hit smltllblothes with upturned eves, ‘‘to think that 
you, after all the downs of life — the crossins and Jostlins of 

merchandise and ungov^able trade — the sortin of sugars — the mcxing 
of teas — the^ postins of ledgers, and handlin of inwoices, should have ar- 
rived at this distinguished post, is most miraculously wonderftil, '^ost 
singularly queer. Gentlemen, this is the proudest moment of my life! 
(<^ee)ts.) IVc now reached the top-rail in the ladder of my hambitiou ! 
(fifefewed cheers). *y4^injimin ! he hallooed o’nt to the boy below ; 
“Blnjiminl I ®t^give an eye to them ’ere harticles behind the chay 
t-Hhe children ard w among the Copenhagen brandy and marmeylad ! 
Vydont you voUop ’em? the use of furnishing you with a 

vip, I vondw?” 

“ Tb resume,” said he, after he had seen the back of the carriage 
clesgEd Qf^v|?ie children, and the marmalade and things put straight. 
“ ’BnfNwyj* ^ have often said, is ffie sport of kings — the image of war 
W^i^nt iS guilty and only hve-aiid-twjgity per cent, of its danger, 
know what the crazeyologists |iij^y, but I believes my head 
but (me great bump of ’ontm||^h«^). 'C^ng fills my 
^a^ts by day,, and ro^my a good runi hiVe ib my sleep* I’m none of 
your nbe, dandified, Rotten^row swells, that only ride out to ride ’ome 
ag:ain« but I loves the smell of the mornin' hair, aud the werry on 
my tms when Peomes home of an evenin* is dear to my ’eart mRk). 
Oh, tm filuds ! if 1 could but go to the kennel now, get mft th^P^os, 
find ioXy hm a good chivey,aud kill him— for itodsy is go^ to me 
without hted|M’d— rd— Fd^rink three l^nts of pott dinner 
instead of twof {ioud cheers.) • We*ll soon 'get* adiuatifte^ «md then 

3^9^ my (bat Jo|m Jforrmteffll the in^p (hr ySur At present 

Ipa Wferry soon to lifiWt tp the ,jd«Jd---for die 

sajVadieu.*^^ ’ \ ' 

^ Jeibpnks bowtd, und, Mssing W* harnl^ hmktA out of 

the 
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the balccmy^ leaving hi» auditory to talk him over at their 
vol, i, pp. 182-186. 

The dramafu personae are now mustered, and iHe {>laybc^i^: 
but we have no desire to anidcipate the satisfaction with whml it 
is si|i^ to be studied as a whole. It will be guessed that the plot 
rmlm^s a keen rivalry between Mrs. Bandngton and Mrs. Jor- 
rocks in the salon — whUe the new M.F.H. g^ve» his morning to the 
kennel, his day to the field, his evenings ‘ to mafiogany’ — that 
public balls and fancy balls occur at proper ImeigpJLs-^and that 
the interest of the new dynasty is much promotec! of 
Belinda. Benjamin undertakes the office of whipp^mi under the 
tea-merchant — but Jorrocks by and by establishes, even to his own 
satisfac^on, his incompetency to hunt the pack himself— and here- 
upon trouble and alarm ensue. The grocer’s blood is up — 
in for a penny in for a pound : albeit the subscriptions come in 
})Oorly, a real huntsman must be hired — otherwise the honour and 
glory of Great Coram Street are gone. Mr. Jorrocks advertises in 
* Bell's Life/ and the letters that pour too good not to 

be exemplified : — 

T ‘ Warmtnsier, 

‘ Sir,—’ On hearing you want a huntsman, I take the liberty of writing to 
enqui|p after the place I tlioroly understand my business either as groom 
or coachman and have been accustomed with hounds I live at present 
with John Jones Esq at Warminster as groom and gardner where I 
leave on Thursday first i| you want a servant 1 sh^ be glad U> serve 
you as T am a married min 

Your obedtent servant 

* To Mr . Jorrocksy Eiq .^ John Crakethoupe: J 

Handley ( 'ross.* " 

‘ Dear Sir, — I take Liberty of writing those Few Lines to you Hereing 
that you arc In Want of A Servant And I Am in Want of A Situation 
If you Have No Objections And I have Been in the Racit^ Staines 
Seven Years And My Age is ^ ^nd Stands About 65 foot 64 And 
Wages Will Be 30£ A Yoi^r If you thought I Should Suit 
Direct to Muk Sprnggon, I'tmw>6eet And for My Caracter 
Mtyor Barns of Horum HalrNear York And My Weight is A Jiout 
9 atone, i am disengaged in the woman way 

t * ‘Your humble Servant 

Jqrrochy Ssq. Mar^ Spraggon.’ 

hunter 

^ Hmdtey Cross * ^ 

JjWea Newcmtle^tnuu — Jorrocks 

calls hhu^t lou^h obtains the u^d Jmes^s 

rough houeatyi heenneiia^ mi loOal seSap (m nadou^ as 

his master phrhses It) do erudit to Ihb Nm:tb, whatever h# drink- 
ing and Swearing may do. Vim h a i^araeter, and an 

V . admiraWe ^ 
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adttSmble foil to the txicking, \astj r^Jseality of the Cockney boy 

has oihfto foils. We to ||ire a scene in the 
tdto^-room at the Dragem^-^just before the Newcastle-man 
arrives. Here we have Benjamin in the full double im|)cpitancc 
of the whif^r^in to a gentleman huntsman, and the ^£d^on 
yumin among snobs. The party is a most interesting one : first 
sOnd foremost, seated^fon an inverted horsepail, immediately before 
the fire^ Samuel Strong : — 

*lhst of the middle height, square-built, and terribly 

clumsy. nl^%ere the defects of nature at all counter^ed by the ad- 
vantages of Jfess, fin* Strong was dad in a rural suit of livery^ consisting 
of a mbnan’s morning jacket, with a standing-up collar made of dork*' 
grey cloth, pliaitifully l^prinkled with large brass buttons, withh raised 
^ge, as though his master were expecting his crest from the tleralds’ 
College. Moreover, the jacket, either from an original defect in its 
construction, or from that propensity to shrink which inferior cloth's 
unfortunately have, h||d,8o contracted its dimensions that the waist- 
buttons were half-w^^mJSamuers back, and the lower ones were just 
where the top <’nejyui(wHo be. The shrinking of the sleeves placed a 
pair of large servicmbl^^kiiig hands in nervously striking relief. The 
waistcoat, broad blue and white stripe, made up lengthwise, was new, 
and pro^bly the tailor, bemoaning ^le scanty appearance of Sanies 
nether man, liad determined to make some atonement to his front, fiir 
die waistcoat extended full four inches bdovf his coat, and concealed the 
uglier part of a ve^ baggy pair of blue plush shorts, that were met again 
ti^t draii&UeTs, that evidently requhred no little ingenuity to 
coS* logetto to nation. A idf '’billing hat, with a narrow* silver band, 
and binding of the Same metal^'^d a pair of darned white Berlin gloves, 
completed the costume of thia%Sre servant. 

»*” Bmjimia*’ was the very converse of Samuel — a little puny, 
]^^^ced,gta-drinldng-lookiog Cockney, with a pair of roving pig eyes, 
pd^Pg^ftom below Ms lank white hair, cut evenly round his head, as 
th^gh been done by the edges of ^ barber’s basin. 
r i^ Qfi tne boilerf*sideof the fire, awajM^om the door — for no one has a 
gteler x^^ard for< No. 1 thim himsdiM^t the renowped Benjamin 
a groom’s drab frock*coat reading down to Ws^eds, a sky- 
bm^,^aifl|e0^ patent cord breeches, with glPty worsted atockingi, a;fid 
airiM a pair of verv small imid-stained top4>oot8 ^mre ^ 
fi^losca^anpity immi; the scratches, m his fiiee, and the for 

itiSli|bd m luslmsethe previous digr* Neat blmsat the 
out,ya k^y^headed old man of dxly, whose jacket, hroedbs, boots, 
entire were concealed by a long brown-hdland thing, that 

gatf booted end spurred ip his l^hHhirt. 

<»tterVladi, a some dM, lolling 

pUyi^ yrith the And the circle 

JfetWim (D^ tSk^ppjArti’Ainie-eyed helper), 
S Mum and aiad who Brown, the one* 

eyed 
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eyed helper of Dick the ostler, \vhen Dick himself was acting the |)aTt 
of assistant'waiter in the Dragon, as was the case on this occasion* * 

‘ “When will y^ur hounHs be going out^ again, think ye, Mr. Ben* 
jamin? ** was the question put by Samuel Strong to (mr sorting Levi*^ 
athan. 

* I knows,*’ replied the boy, with the utmost importance, 
turnin^^is top-boots before the fire. ** It’s precious little consequence, 

I thinks, veu we goes out again, if that gallows qld governor of ours 
persists in ’anting the ’ouiida himself. I’ve all tfi4^,^ork to do ! Bless 
ye, we should have lost ’ounds, fox, and all, yesterday;!' i^l hadn’t rid 
like the werry wengcance* See ’ow I’ve scratched ni^im^^added he, 
turning up a very pasty countenance* If I ’m to ’unt ^JRounds, and 
1 ibk my neck at every stride, I must have tine wages of a ’uutsman, or 
blow me tight the old ’un may suit himself.’ 

‘ Wiuit/a a chap is your old gen’ieman ?” inquired the “ first pair 
hoy ouL’* 

‘ “Oh, hang if I knows,” replied Benjamin; “precious rum ^in, I 
assure you. Whiles, he 's werry well — then it’s Bin this, and Bin that, 
and you’ll be a werry great man, Bin, and such like gammon ; and then 
the next minute, perhaps, he’s in a regular sk^ldil^ swearing he’ll cut 
my liver and lights out, or bind me apprentic&^^ilr&ddler — but then I 
knows the old fool, and he knows he canit do^itihSut me, so we just 
battle and jog on the best way w'e can together.” 

‘ “ You ’ll have good w^age, I ’spose?” rejoined Samuel with a sigh, for 
lus “ governor ” only gave him ten pounds a year, and no perquisites, or 
“ stealings,” as the Americ^^s honestly call them. 

“ Precious little of that^^'I assure you,” replied Benjamin — “at least 
the old warment never pay# me. lie swears he pays it to our did oman J 
but I l>elieve he pockets it himself, an old ram ; but r*U have a reckon- 
ing witli him some of these odd days.^^ "What ’n a blackguard ’s your 
master?” 'v" 

* “ Hmh ! ” replied Samuel, astonished at Ben’s freedom of speech, a 

thing not altogether understood in the country. “ A bad ’un, I 
bound,” continued the little rascal, “ or he wouldn’t see you p^ooulng 
about in such a rumbustical oology for a coat, with laps lliat scarce 
cover }ou decently;” reaching behind tlie aged postboy, and taking up 
Mr. Samuel’s fan-tail as he uever sees a servant in a ciitt||^ 

coat without swearing his ’a a screw. Now these droll%ings, 

such as you have on, are just vot the great folks in London give their 
ttonkies to carry coals and make iqp fires in, but never to go staring 
froai Then your enuutry folki^^get hold of them, and think, 

by clapif^ mch clowns as you in them, to make people believe ,,that 
they have.ather o^atsat hmne. TeU the truth now, old ba^-braeches, 
haye you another coat of any eort? ” 

^ “ Vee’ip^** replied Samuri Strong, “ I’vo a fustian one,^ • 

* af^tiancoatl” repeated Biil|iuaain^ in tks^ “ vy, 

I thought you weroiMlttnky 5 

* “ So I am!*?. Bamual, I loofca aytar a 4u8 and abay aa 

well,” .. .. ..... ^ 

* “ Crikey !’* 
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‘ Crikey V’ eried Benjaituti ; ^ here*« a figure futman wot looks arter 
au ’oss aud chs^ f Vy, youlllie vot J^hey call a man of * all vourk/ a rite 
nigger in fact! Dear me?” added fe, eyelbg him m a way that drew a 
"pjSiil of laughter from the |>arty ; ** vot a eurious beast you must be ! 1 

shouldn’t wonder now if you could mow ? 

* With any man,” replied Samuel, thinking to astonish S^ujamiii 
with his talent. 

* And sow ? ” i 

* “ Yee’as, and sow.^' 

‘ “ And plcjo 

‘ ^ say I could though.” 

‘ “And #^"leed the pw?*' inquired Benjamin. 

‘ “ Yec’as, when Martha "a away,” 

‘ “And who’s MarthaV” 


i « Whoy, she ’s a widder woman, that lives a’ back o* the eimreU. — 
She ’b a son aboard a steamer, and she goes to see him whilef.’^ 

‘ “ Your governor ’s an apothecary, 1 suppose, by that queer button,” 
bbsen^ed Benjamin, eyeing Sam’s coat — “wot we call a chemist and 
druggist in L^don. Do you look arter the red and green winder-bottles 
now? Crikey! look as though he lived on physic altogether, 

does he?” added Be^pyitirin, turning to Bill Brown; the helper, amid the 
j^eneral laughter ortlS^mpany. 

' “ My master ’s a better man than ever you ’ll be, you little ugly 
rephed Samuel Strong, breaking into a glow, and doubling a 
serviceable-looking fist on his knee. 

^ WeVe only your word for that,” repli^ Benjamin ; “ he don’t look 
a werry good 'un by the way he rigs y&u out. ’Ow mauy slaveys 
dm he keep?” ^ ^ ^ 

* ^ Slaveys ? ^^^eated Samuel ; “ slaveys ? what be they ? ” 

‘ “ Vy, cookmaida and sU^like h’animals— women in general” 

* “ Ow, two — one to clean house and dress the dinner^ t’other to 
milk the cows and dress die cmldm,” 

Oh, you ’ave childer, ’ave you, in your ’ouse?” exclaimed Benjamin 
“ Weil, come, ours is but we ’ve nothing to ekle 


fi#. T wouldn’t live where there are brats for no manner of con- 
dition.” 

“You've a young tnisait, tfaou^'lpvn’t you?” inquired the a^*d 
“ there was ^ young lady down in the ebay along with 

'Ki 

niece,” replied Benjamin—** a jolly nice gal she is too 
get a tiaaqrout of her^that’a to 


iShi 



meitf na foUowa |er, so it comes to the ad thing. 


W fii&a of To<dey Stireei-^gim shitUnj 
I Stubbs, wot lives near Bm'oughbri^ 


hecad he has 
ge— the place the 


he him’t mtm 




of the gUl 


VM# Jitar «itf 


or 

Hit mtning lit ^ door. 
tmJ0VX tibtQat^--4et me 
m tilk About ’unting of 
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an evening over their drink, you’d swear tliey were as mad as hatters.^ 
They jump, and shout, and sing, and talUho I till they bring the street- 
keeper to make them quiet.” ^ 

‘ “You had a fine run t’other day, I hear,” observed Joe, the deputy- 
helper, in a deferential tone to Mr- Brady.— Uncommon ! ” replied 
BenjAH^n, shrugging up his shoulders at the recollection of it, and 
clearitif the low bars of the grate out with his toe.— “They tell me your 
old governor tumbled off,” continued Joe, and lost his boss.” — “ Werry 
like,” replied Benjamin with a grin. “ A griat fat beast! he’s only fit 
for vater carriage ! ” ’ — ^vol. i. pp. 224 — 232. 

After the Newcastle-man’s imstallation the ^ the Hunt 

assume a much more agreeable appearance — and we arc enter- 
tained with a variety of field-scenes, exhibiting the noblest of our 
spoils in a style of description not inferior, we think, even to 
Mr. Apperley’s. But, spirited as these are, and highly as they 
are set off by the picturesque peculiarities of the illustrious grocer, 
we must not be tempted to quote them. We are, in fact, still 
more pleased with the hero in his evening uniform — ^ a sky-blue 
< oiit lined with pink silk, canary waistcoa| and shorts, pink gauze- 
silk stockings, and French* polished pump4’-^^an when arrayed 
in the scarlet of the morning. His jolly botintenance. free ami 
easy manners, unconquerable good humour, and delightfully open 
vanity, cannot but recommend him to the hospitable attentions 
of the neighbouring gentry whose covers are included in ^Mr, 
Jorrocks s country.’ We have him dining with the young Earl 
of Ongar amidst a ncn(»8ft distinguished company, where he gets 
^ wciry drunk’ — is soUsed into a cold bath at n}|^, and finds his 
face painted like a zebra in the moi1|jing — aljl without the least 
distuibancc of his equanimity ; for/ sport is sport’ — * pleasure as 
we like It’ — are of old the maxims of Coram Street. Indeed, we 
might go o\er a dozen different dinners, from the lordly castle lo 
the honest farmer’s homestead, without finding him oncemit; ^t. 
Jorrocks is, in fact, hore-proof. Scarcely a symptom of ninebing 
even when he is planted right opposite to a celebrated ex-presa- 
dent of the Geological who (unlike the lean|ed and 

gallant President) has noverliad any familiarity with the chances 
of the field. This philosopher was spunging on some great 0uke 
or Marq^csS not far off : but Jorrocks and he are accidentally 
thrown together at the festive board of a certain ultra-liberal squire, 
who, aher a fashjem, patronises both the whip and the hammar^ 
but whose chief glory is having been put on the ^.eotnmission 
rmder the late^ and we trust last, adminislration of the<^Whiga: — 

' ^ dm in this part of the countq^ before* sir? Inquired Erqfessor 

Gobelow, his chair towards Mr^J^ocka. ^ 

•'We limey of but 
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‘ “In <!<>ur«,*’ )re{i|jed llr. Jonoekt; “ I 'unts the country, ttnd am 
in all parts of k at timea~viin I goes out of a momin^ I doesn*t know 
where I mo} be aft>re night/* 

‘ Indeed I ** e^tdaimed the professor. ‘‘ Delightful occupation ! ’ 
continued he: what opportunities you have of surveying Natuie in all 
moodSf t^^jadmiring her hidden charms ! Did you ever observe 
the «atraordinary formation of the hanging rocks about a mile and n 
half to the cast of th«^ The— ^ 

I run a fox into dMn worry rocks, I do believe,” interrupted Mr 
Jo^rrocKs, brightening up. ** We found at Haddington Steep, and ran 
through Fns, Crampton Haws, and Fitchin Park, where we 

had a short owin’ to the stain o’ deer, but I hit od* the scent out- 

8ide« and we lau straight down to them rocks, when all of a sudden 
th’ ’o^unds threw up, and I was certain he had got among Veil, 
I got a i^iado and a tamer, and I d^s, and digs, and works on, tilt, neat 
night, th’ ^ounds got stai ved, tV ossesgot cold, and I got the rheiimau^', 

but, howsomever, we could make nothin’ of him ; but I ” 

‘ TbeO you would see the formation of the whole thing,” interposed 
the professor. “ The carboniferous senes is extraordinarily developed 
Indeed, 1 know of uodiing to compare with it, except the Bristol coal- 
fidd, on the banks of fte Avon There the dolomitic conglomerate, a 
npgfc of an age intarhiemete between the carlmniferous scries and the 
res<» mi the truncated edges of the coal and mountain limestone, 
HXld contains rolled and angular fragments of the latter, in which aie 
tim charactensUc mountain limestone fossils. The geolugieui form* 
attot i ****'***** 



the Professor is unfortunately interrupted : — 

. ^ *‘Ijetter from Ik Secretary of State for the Hour Department,” ex- 

the stifi^lrii^ed bo)^ re-entering and presenting Mi. Mule)- 
whha long official letter On a large silver tra). 
f * ^ CoufoOUd Uie Secretary of State for the Home Department ' ” mut- 
Muteygrubs, pretending to break a seal as he hunted out of 

f a rm^P* (nwe,) exclaimed Mr. Jorrocks, putting his fore- 
nose, and winking at Mr. De Green — to the cellar ” 
Ijtjueor fellow, Muleygrubs,” observed Mr. De Green. What a 
it Wf|s! ” exolaiii^d Mr. Slowium. *Ungry as when I sat 
Jorrocks. *‘iil flash!” rejoined Professor 

jonmr appeated^ bringing the replenished decahter.’ 

^ I proposes the sc|uire’s health, witih three limes 

|^4^e hheer mom Ho rdorns — o speech again^mmre 

Stkie Isr the ’Ome BepM^nt? iu^ 
]0m gTl% vaf^Mr. Mnl^gmba had 

^%kpbi»inps,in 
iMd ^hen Russell 
was 
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was t]i€re---wtote himself — Dear Muleygtubs’ — Dear Rassell — good 
man of business, Lord John ” 

‘ “ Ah/’ said Mr. Jorrocks, Lords arc all wetry welf to talk about ; 
hut they don’t do to hve with. Apt to make a conwenieuce of one— 
first a tov^el, then a dishclout/’ 

* “I don’t know that,^'* observed Professor Gobelow : there’s my friend 
Northington, for instance. Who ci^n be more affable ? ” 

‘ “ lie'll make a clout on you some day,” ryolned Mr. Jorrocks. 

‘ “ Tea and coffee in the drawing-room,” observed the stiff-necked 
footman, opening the door and entering the apartment m great slate. 
” Cuss your tea and coffee ’ ” muttered Mr Jorrocks, bllMSing the bottle. 
“ Haven’t had half a drink ” ’ — vol, it. p. 256. 

We hope we have now done enough to bring Jorrocks fairly 
before the non-sporting part of the public — the others will not 
need our lecornmendation. His historian, it must be obvious, is a 
wilier of no common promise. On this occdsion Mr. Surtees has 
not thought proper to trouble himself with much complication of 
plot; hut the easy stvlc in which he arranges and draws out his 
chaiacters satisfies us that he might, if he pleased, take a high 
place among our modem novelists He has a world of know- 
ledge of life and manners beyond what most of those now in vogue 
can pietend to; and a gentleman-1 iF<e tone and spirit, pei haps 
e\en laiei among them. We advise him to try his hand---and 
that belore he losea the high spirits of youth, — but he must, in 
so doing, by .dl means curb his piopensity to caricature. 


Aki VI. — Memoirs of the Queem of Ftame; wUh Notices of 
the Royal Favouritism By Mrs. Forbes Bush. 2 volsj Sw. 

jk ^ 

’OAll be It fiom us to leveal the sea*ets of our craft ; 

ineie political- economy of view, it is curious to consi^W 
the vast impioveuient in noble an of book-making, wjf^i<^ baisi 
resulted from the opening Of the British Mi^nm upon its 
magnificent scale We quite recollect the time, when 
snug little i%ading-room on the right-hand side as you Went iii 
contained of students just as m^y a|i could put their f 
the long brass fender: about as-tpamy indimdmt^ jd 
now awarms of hundreds in the course of the day. 
now possesses a double characters 
honed pf raw maferiali but oi$Q 
craving Of tlie readiig^ 

senroir a# ^ 

some cut in m pi 

wt 
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Queem of Framce and Royal Favourites, 

flows, spits, spirts, spouts, spatters, slops, and dribbles throti^h 
the whole empire of the English tongue. If the Museum 
library were shut for a month, the whole of the book-making 
process w'ould stop ; and, possibly, not loss than a thousand of 
those who depend upon their pen for their daily bread would 
be reduced to a state of entire destitution. During the late most 
laborious removals, tbo entire consciousness that such a calamity 
would ensue induced the officers of the House (whose constant 
UhU ai’e imperfectly appreciated by the public) to make those great 
and praiseworthy exertions which have enabled them to keep the 
establishment open, and the Whole factory going, without stopping 
a single authorial mule or spinning-jenny. 

Like so many other phases in our chequered existence, this 
state of our popular literature is on one side very sad, and on the 
other very ludicrous : sad, from the contemplation of the many, 
born for better things, whom our present state of society has forced 
into a slavery as ruinous to the IxKly as to the mind; ludicrous, 
from observing the manner in which the exertion of some of the 
highest talents given to mankind is practically treated like the 
lowest and most mechanical drudgery. On speaking some little 
time ago to one of the principal ^getters-up ’ in the biblio-facturing 
line, about the necessity of providing books for an educational 
work which he contemplated — his answer was given as nearly as 
possible in these words : — * Hooks, books. Sir ! they a’n’t wanted 
at all. That is not the way in which those things are done. All 
those kind of thi3ii|tS, Sir, are done at the British Museum. I 
have a capital fellow. Sir, for that kind of thing . — ) oung — full 
of ttic fire of genius — capital short-hand writer Sir, he'll gut you 
a whole row of quartos in a week, and get all the stuff out of them 
as <^ten as a |>enny V — And it is by tins compendious process of 
'g^^g^v%and 'getting the stuff out of them ’ that nine- tenths of 
the appearing in the shape of works of reference, education, 
andi ^neral information and literature, with which we are deluged, 
at© sij^plied. 

^t^ther large clast who work at the Museum are ' translators/ 
It It lArdly necessary to observe to our readers that the most com- 
inoit iitfeaning of this well-known word, vijf. ' to interptvt in another 
it only one of many senses to be found in all lexicons* 
ft mky be equally applied to removal or to change* In spite 
off^the Chnrch Commissioners, a Bishop may still be much 
improved^by translation, Johnson gives six meanings, but to learn 
ik it* the Dictionary, you must go to l^affron 

peopled by a nsefol class of in* 
mQlhi pxmm«amy ^ ^translators of 
^ppe^]bathers to old soles, 
^ and 
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and new soles to old upper -leaf hers, contrive to translate the old 
article into another, briglit as if it came from the ' Fontaine de 
jouvence.’ A great portion of the things done at the British 
Museum are the results of this sort of translation. There is, for 
example, a class of very ingenious writers who trmislaie the once- 
thumbed novels of the Minerva press into new ones, retaining the 
wie of the story, and giving upper-leathers, or, to speak less 
figuratively, taking the plot and filling up what the French term 
the canems with figures not in the costume of (;jur grandfathers 
and grandmothers, but of the present day. r * ^ 

We now proceed to translators, in the more common literary 
sense of the word, those who ‘ ini^rpret in another language ^ and 
>vho fall into three classes. The first, are translators who, intel- 
ligent and well acquainted with the subject of the book upon 
uliK'li l.ibour, and thoroughly informed in lx>lh languages, 
are able, like Mrs. Austin, to cause the author to speak m a new 
tongue, willi as much facility as if he were addressing you in his 
own. Such translations reipure as peculiar a talent as original 
composition, and are, peihaps, only one step lower in the hier- 
archy of literature. 

Tlie second class, are the translators wdio, with a decent know- 


ledge of tlieir own language, and some acquaintance with a fo-^ 
reign one, ha\e good sense and tact enough to know when they 
are ignorant. Tlicy help themselves by consulting a grammar, 
looking out the hard words in a dictionary, or perhaps taking 
advice with a friend ; and. though a wcll-seleoli0<l work overtum^ 
by translators included in this ‘cafhgory’ may read stiffly avid 
meagrely, yet the production is ndt without utility to the larg^ 
class who can only hear the original author speak through ja 
dragoman, or not at all. 

'i’he tlnrd class are those who, just able to w rite,, 
lisli, are, at the same time, unable to discover wheA they tfe 
not understand their original — so ignorant as to be uncon^^US 
of th(*ir own jgnoiance; and to this class the authoress of tiie 
piesont work belongs. She is, however^ of a mixed 

appertaining also partly to those who translate after the fas^il 
Saffron Mill, inasnmqh as the farrago turn before ua doeckjhbl 
to being a translation, but calls itself the/ result of 
and research/ being, however, in fact, the crudest' 
from some of the lowest trash of the French press. 
lowing specimens will show the manner in which her 
are done into English, for the 
England^ and at an hm^ge to 

‘ The eircuittstenfee U ot 

[thus literally]/ The 
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carrying a wallet on his back, is charged to deliver a ring which Clovis 
sends to Clotilde.’ — vol. i. p. 6. 

Popes * Homer* has evidently novel found its way into Mrs. 
Bush’s select library. 

* Ultrogothc was a native of Spain, but of the circumstances relative 
to her introduction into France there is no record. She was married to 
Chi^berg I., afterwards King of Pans, in the year 511, 

* She lived in the piftface of Thernie^ de Julien^ with her husband. 
This palace, which was the ordinary residence of the fiist race of kings, 
was surrounded bjtti^eautiful gardens, which the Queen and her daughteis 
Crotbeige and Croiesindc were in the habit of frequenting. 

* lUtrogothe was the onh wife of Childberg ; a very remaikable cir- 
cumstance in the epoch in which she lived. Her husband died in the 
year 53B, without leaving an heir; consequently the whole monarch} of 
France was reunited under his brother Clotaire, whose first act of au- 
thority was to expel Ultrogothe and her daughters from the ffdace nf 
Therme^ } she wa*^ however aftcrw'ards recalled by his son and sucLessoi 
Cheibourg.’ — vol, i. pp. 13, 14. 

Childberg is King Childeberl; Cherbourg is not the town of 
that nanie^ but the king vulgarly called Cheve^wt. and Monsieur 
Tliennes de Julien, we presume, built or lived in the palate to 
which Mrs. Bush alludes. 

* Historians asseit that Radegonde was passionately fond of poetiv, 
and bestowed (Treat favour and attention on the port Fotfurinfo, a cii- 
cumstance which, if true, could not fail to injuic the reputation oi a 
young queen, separatees us she was, from her husband. Fortuuato was 
an Italian; he was aimable and intellectual, and fiequently addies''ed 
Radegonde in verse, daily preseiCtiiig her with fruits and flowcis. She 
in her turn made him little presents; and though these simple gifts did 
honour to the frugality of the epoch, their mtei change has thiown su*'- 
pic|p^n the queen^s virtue. 

‘ the Lady Abbess of Sainte Croix, often participated in the 

amttSeinents of Radegonde and Fortuuato, both of whom weic in 
the habit of composing impromptu verses at table, some of which are 
preserved, and are very pleasing. In the collection of these pieces theic 

one relative to which an anec<lote is told, to the effect that it w^is the 
result of an indulgence^ifmy thing but mouastical, into which the poet 
was inveigled by his fair companions ; and the verses but too plainly 
proclaim the condition of the author at the moment they were penned 

^Al^hoUgh the Celtic was the language spoken in France, Radegonde 
mi ^obversed fluently in the Roman tongue. Her letters to the 
^ Judin and the Empress Sophie are proofs of her talents 

acqoirera^hts.’ — vol. i. pp. 21-23. 

TWy^^hggentleillbn here designated ns the poet Fortunate is no 
Venantlu^sJ^ertilYiatus, Bishep of Poitiers : it is true that 
jrenleij were addressed by him to St Rade^onda, 
es W> W^Ahbess AgJhes.Jbut all the accompaniments of the 

story 
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story are a miserable travestie of the facts given by some of the 
wretched scribblers from whom Mrs. Forbes Bush has Cribbed 
her trumpery. Amongst other things, the reader will admire her 
peculiar ingenuity in amalgamating the Emperor of the East and 
his empire into one grand vocable. 

‘ Merovt5e, who was taken prisoner at the battle d* Etatnpu, and put 
to death by order of Brunehaut.* — vol. i. p. 49. 

This curious construction is a favouriler, one with Mrs. Bush. 
In another passage slid tells us that 

‘ the reverses of the French army which were inip>StM^o the War of 
Sf'pt Arts were a subject of serious regret to Mailatne de Pompadour/ — 
vol. ii. p. 248. 

‘ Charlemagne was passionately fond of her (his wife), and in order 
to please this great prince, Luitgarde accustomed herself to the fatigues 
of the chase. She was a skilful equestrian, and, habited as an Amazon^ 
intie})idly pursued the most ferocious beasts into the depths of the forest* 
— vol. 1 . pp. G5, 66. 

If this means anything, it means that the charming Luitgarde 
figured by the side of Chaileinagne in aj*riding-habit (m Ama- 
:sune), according to the last fashion of the Bois <le Boulogne. 

‘The Prince Charles was sent to the Abbey of Pi uym in Prusne^; 
and Judith, aftei having her head shaved, was confined in the Abbey 
Tortona in Lombardy/ — vol. i. p. 74. 

The plai'ing the Abbey of Priira in Pranna, in the time of 
(liarlemagne, is a capital anticipation of the geogiapbical ar- 
langcmeuls of the Congress of Vienna, and’^for which, without 
doubt, his Prussian jNljj^jesty will hfe^very grateful, as establishing 
the antiquity of his claims, Tl^e * Abbey Tortona’ must speak 
for himself, and we can say nothing more about him. 

‘ Constance founded the convent of the Augustins of N6tre de 

Paissy, and the stronghold of Puiset, in Beauce. Her de- 

votion amounted to fanaticism : her confessor, Stephen, was accused of 
lielongmg to a sect who professed Manicheism, by which he incurred the 
penalty of death by burning ; the queen met him when being led to exe** 
cution, and, accordiny to the cystorn of the put out one of his eyes 
with a small stick which she carried in her naiid for the purfiosO, and 
afterwards assisted in the execution.* — vol. h pp. 105, 106. ^ 

The authoress does not inform us whether it was tegnl 0» a 
legal custom to poke out ]>eopIe’s eyes ; and though iS 
enough for the queen to be present at the cxecutiou, it Is 
.hard to represent her as assisting the executioner. ^ ^ 

* English chronicles relate that amongst fif&ry's 
young My of great beauty, to whom^ immed 

Rosamond Clifford ; add to protect enmity, 

fce 
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be placed her in a castle carefully preserved by a labyrinth which sur- 
rounded it, and which is viewed by the curious who visit Woodstock till 
the present time with much interest/ — vol. i. p. 128. 

And this passage will /tirely be read with much interest by all 
visitors of Blenheim, who, however, we fear may somewhat lose 
their way in their pursuit of Rosamond’s Bower. 

So far from there being any kind of utility in ibis laborious ’ 
CQU^ilaticm, it is, as f^,as it is possible to read it, e(|ually dc\oid 
of information as it is offensive to good taste and morality. A 
great propo^ion^of the work, perhaps the greatest, is composed 
of the lives'^W'^Sl^se unfortunate women, by Mrs. Bush kindly 
styled ‘ royal Tavourites,’ d^ho m&ht be more properly designated 
by an emphatic monosyllable. 'Tn writing history, no one portion 
of the task occasioijs more pain than the absolute necessity of 
detailing the \ices oT sovereigns. But the plan of such a work as 
that which Mrs, Bush lias cobbled together, — for we really can 
hardly dare to offend Saffron Hill by calling it a ^ translation/ — 
compels the writer to place them prominently before the reader ; 
and it may be sufficient to ask whether any wife or mother can 
have too scanty a knoMrlcdge of the sports of the Parr aux Cerfs, 
or the double adulteries of ^ La Belle Gabrielle/ or Madame de 
Pompadour ? 

We are quite willing to believe that Mrs. Bush really and 
truly does not know the meaning of the originals which she has 
used — probably the passages we have selected will be considered 
as establishing the fact — and we shall therefore simply^ state that 
amongst the extracts given in french are some (e. (j* vol. i. p. 1 89, 
and vol. ii. p. 209) which ar!S in coarse apd profane, that, even if 
the book had any historical wovlh, they would render it offensive 
to any well-regulated mind. It was fully our intention at first, 
in the liook, not to mention the name of the writer, but 

th%|j8dbli^^r has taken such pains to advertise it> that spcli a re- 
seirve would be only an affectation. Much as we regret to make 
any remarks which may pain an individual, we should not dis- 
charge our duty^ if we abstained from pointing out to our readers 
the manner in whichxihe confidence of the public is abused at 
present b^ literary ladies, who ought to be contented w ith marking 
pmaforea-ltnil labelling pots of jam. Mrs. Bush has hcen puffed 
80 much vehemence, that we were induced to buy her per- 
fotlhance ; but we cloubt> after all, if she is worse than a fair 
^verage specimen of a whole clique, or clack, of living Clios. 


Art. 
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Aut. Report to Her Majestic's Principal Secretary of 

State for the Home Department, fiom the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners, on an Inquiry into the Sanitary Condition of the 
Labouring Population of Great Britain; with Appendices, 
Presented to both Houses of Parliament, by command of Her 
Majesty, July, 1842. 3 volumes, folio. 

TN the winter of 1837 fever was unusually severe in Spitalficlds, 
'*• and alarm being thereby excited of a return of the cholera, the 
Poor Law Commissioners deemed it their duty to send thither Dr. 
Arnott, Dr, S. Smith, and Dr. Kay, to inquire ai| tp^e remomble 
causes of disease. These accomplished physicians m their report, 
dated May 12, 1838, declared chief causes to be bad diainage 
and bad ventilation. The Commissioners, without loss of time, 
repre^pted to Lord John Russell the urgent necessity of apply- 
ing to the legislature for immediate measiues for the removal of 
those constantly acting causes of destitution and death. At! 
delays,'' said they, ‘ must be attended with extensive mfsery ; in a 
large piojmtion of cases the labouring chfss(s, though aware of 
the himovnding causes of evil, have few or no means of avoiding 
them, and little or no choice of their dwellings,' But although 
much was said and done for the Hill Coolies and the blacks, no 
notice whalevei was taken of this appeal ; until, towards the end 
of the session of 1839, our energetic diocesan the Bishop of 
London, in his place in the House of Lords, called the attention 
of the Goveinment to the Report, and moved an address to Her 
Majesty, praying for an inquiry as to the extent to >vhich the 
causes of chsease — stated by the PoO;;, Law Commissioners to pre- 
vail among tlie labouring classes the metropolis — ^prevail also 
amongst the labouiing classes ih other parts of the kingdom. 
This address being cairied, Dnd John Russell directed th^ Poor 
Law Board to institute such an inquiry > and the Commis^MTor^^ 
in the month of November following, gave instruglli^sr^cWrd- 
ingly to their Assistants. They likewise addiessed letters to the 
several boards «)f guardians, as well as to their medical officers, 
requesting them severally to furnish answers to questions in- 
closed : besides which a circular letter to the dispensary-Stlrgeons 
and, medical practitioners, having been inclosed to the ^provosts 
of Scotch burghs, a resolution was passed by the Colle^ of 
geons of Edinburgh, recommendit^ that all members and 
tiates of that body should give every aid to this 
time, from a number of medical men, residing in Wwip 

and districts of Scotland, as well as of Bi^lond, 
reports were obtained, ^ ^ ^ 

As soon as ibis mass of MS< wi# House, 
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its balk being evidently more than the Commissioners or Parlia- 
ment could find leisure to examine, the Secretary of the Board 
was directed to digest it in detail, and, comparini? its vaiious state- 
ments with such ^utheutac facts as he might obtain from other 
sources, to frame a report exhibiting the principal results of the 
whole investigation. 1 ^'rom his own various and extensive personal 
inspections, irom the iniormation which had been forwarded to 
^ll^pommissioners, fioin the documents of the medical officers, 
ana fiom his examffiation of witnesses, Mr. Chadwick, after 
nearly two years’ labour, succeeded in completing the remarkable 
Report now'hefoiri^ us. 

Before, ho^vever, we enter uptotlie first important chapter, we 
cannot refrain from observing the subject to which it 

jiarticularlyrelates-^jiamely, the puufi cation by science of the air 
we breathe— -has hmierto been deemed worthy of consideration. 

It IS true that tlirough our main thorough faies, such as Oxford 
Street, Hoi born, Piccadilly, the Strand, Pail Mall, and St. James’s 
Street, the atmospheie is enabled to flow with healthful celerity; 
but most of these etheieal rivers are iheie not linked on 
either in the forms of courts, alleys, aids, {^d culs- 

de-sac, a set of vile,. stagnant ponds in wliich the heijheu-born 
element remains ‘ in durance vile,’ until, saturated with the im- 
purities and sickness of its gaol, it flows into, mixes with, and 
pollutes the main streams wc have described And jet if the 
pavement of St. James’s Street be but cleanly *iW'ept. thos(‘ 
who saunter up down it, as well as those who in red coats 
or brown ones sit‘ uidolentlj gazing at carriages (many of which, 
as they roll bj , seem mechaifi^fy to make their lieads no<l) ajipcar 
not to be aware that they are oife and all inhaling sUile, pent-up, 
corrupt air, which an ounce of science could have dispersed bj cir- 
Even the hollow square of the royal palace is made to 
block of the stagnant fluid, while several others of our 
pmSnc buildings, like the office at the bottom of Downing vStreet, 
and like the numerous high ‘ dead ’ walls inchising property ()i 
the CTOwn>*^c., seem to have bien purposely planned to art as 
tourniquets upon thos^ireins and arteries which, if unobstructed, 
would give health and ruddiness to the population. Instead, how - 
ever, of j^losophizing any longer in the streets, v^e will iilvite our 
refers ^^nter with us for a moment into one of the splendid 
mansions our metropoKs; and, accordingfy, ascending its 
^sjmeious stait^ase, let us take up our position just in the doorway 
^ of th^;. second of the suite of drawing-rooms, beyond whieh, the 
being high pressure, makes it evidently impos- 
0 i^le for advance. 

here us, in adenste phalanx, figures of both 

sexes. 
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sexes, amongst whom stand conspicuous persons of the highest 
rank, beauty, and wealth in Europe. Upon their education no 
expense has been sj)arcd — money has done all in its power to 
add to nature’s choicest gifts the polisl^^of art. Their dresses 
are importations from every country of the civilized world. The 
refreshments arc delicacies which it has required months, and in 
some cases even years, of unremitting attention to obtain. The^ 
splendid furniture has every comfort that , jmgenuity can detns^'* 
And }et within this painted sepulchre, what, we ask, is the 
analysis of the air we are breathing ? That lofty ducUgss’s head is 
sparkling with diamonds — that slight, lovely beiti^^le^ning on her 
arm has the pearls of India wohnd around her brow — those 
statesmen and warriors are decOlj^f^d with stars — the dense mass 
displays flowers, ribands, and ornaments of colour in the 
rainbow; but among them all, is there, we ask, a single one who 
for a moment ha& tlionght of bringing w4tli him the hogshead of 
air per hour necessary for his respiration? And if every guest 
present has neglected to do so, in what manner, it must be in- 
quired, has the noble host provided for the demand? the 

massive, pictured Walls around us, and lichly-stn cooed ahd gilt 
ceiling over our heads, answer the question, and one has only to 
< ast a glance at them to perceive that the 500 persons present 
are, like those in the Black-hole at Calcutta^ conglomerated 
together in a hermetically-sealed box full of vitiated air. 

Every itiinute 500 gallons of aii pass into the lungs of those 
prcbont. from whence, divested of its ox)gen, is exhaled in a 
morliid condition unfit for combust^n or animal' life — every re- 
spiration of ea(di elegant guest, nay/ ^en our own contemplative 
sigh, vitiates about sixteen cubic iili^hes of the element ‘ and yet, 
wiiile every moment it is becoming more and more destructive fp 
health — while the loveliest cheeks arc gradually fading befo^u$ 
— v\hile the constitutions of the young are evidently 
an injury which not the wealth of Croesus will be able to repay 
— what arrangements, we repeat, has the noble host made for 
repairing the damage he is creatteg? If foul air, like manure, 
could be carted away, and if good air, fresh, clean straw, 
could be brought in its stead, sbrely one of the simplest luxuries 
which wealth could ofler to society would be to effect thii^j^tiitaiy 
operation ; and thu^i, instead ofjajBfering a set of lovely wmnen iu6s 
and unw4iol{5Soinp refreshments, U> spend the money these Woum 
cost in pouring upon their heads, necks> and shouldci^ 
supply of that pure, fresh> exlularating; oxygenous mixture wKch'! 
gives animation to their hearts, and colour their 
is this expensive, troublesome, compUoat^, horse-andUch^ mode 
of purifying the horrid 

No ! 
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No ! everybody present knows that outside the shutters and plate** 
glass windows of the rooms in which we are suffering, there is 
at this moment iiiipvaiting, not two inches from us, an overwhelm* 
ing supply (whidt might be warmed) of pure air, just as desirous 
to rui^ in as the foul Iwr we have been breathing and re-breath* 
ing is eager to rush out, 

/^^he laws of specific gravity ordained by nature are in attend* 
^0^ to ensure for us ^ the performance of this double process — 
indeed so great is the supply of spare air in her laboratory, 
that the proportion of oxygen consumed by animated beings in a 
century is saidilpt to exceed ttVat of the whole atmosphere ; and 
yet, as though the demon of .fuicide bad prevailed upon us to 
thwart these beneficent arrang^i^ts, we close our doors, bar our 
windows, stuff up fey curtains and drapery every crevice, as if it 
were the particulaf |)riYiIege of wealth to feed its guests on foul 
air! 

If any one of our readers who, like ourselves, may have grown 
out of patience at the long continuance of this barbarous custom, 
wilj ^|ke the trouble to put 500 beautiful little gold and silver 
fiahejs*id1tb a bladder of the filthiest water iimx obtain, and then 
attaching a weight, throw the whole inU> a clear, crysftl stream* 
he may justly say—aye, and he may grin as he says it — ‘ Behold 
an epitome of a London drawing-room!' There is, to be sure* 
one difference; — the tiny creatures within the globule arc as in- 
nocent of the foul suffering they endure as are those poor, lean, 
Neapolitan curs n^ich almost every day throughout the year may 
be seen half cb^ad by the rope that is dragging them reluc- 
tantly towards the Grotto^iilll^ Cane, in order that one more in- 
quisitive, good-humoured, "H^ly-faced' English family may see 
^ forcibly suffocated in unwholesome gas. 

case, from the foregoing observations, it should become 
hfgjmgviSk ttet even among people of the highest rank, intelligence, 
and wealth, there has hitherto existed a lamentable neglect on a 
sii,b)ect of such importance to them as the sanitary purification of 
the atmo«||ll^ere in which they'^re living, it is reasonable to infer 
that if any one amoi^ us would make it bis painful duty to 
penetrate into the courts, alleySr workshops, and residences of 
the lo||p» of ibo most ignorant, .and of the most destitute classes 
ofouv^TOpiety, he would most surely detect a still greater disre- 
gard* of Scientific precautions, directly and ffetgrantly produc^tivc 
of m^ty disease. 

tf,^ therefore, there was nothing at stake but the healthy happi- 
Ihotal conduct, and condition ,of the labouring classes, 
investigation unveiled in Mr» Chadwick’s Report, 
with the* remediai measuri^ submitted by him for con* 

sidcration. 
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sideratiori:, ought to win as well a$ claim our most serious atten- 
tion ; but when we reflect that the air the labouring classes breathe 
— the atmosphere which by nuisances they oBlitaminate— is the 
fluid in which rich and poor are equally immersed that it is a com- 
monwealth in which all are born> live, ana die equal — it is unde- 
niable that a sanitary inquiry into the condition, for instance, 
of the ten thousand alleys, lanes, courts. See., which London is 
said to contain, becomes a subject in which eve^^y member of 
community is selidntarested. Where nearly two millions of people 
are existing together in one town, it is frightful to cqpsider what 
must be the result in disease, if every member sffirulo, even to a 
small amount, be neglectful of clisia^ly habits. It is frightful also to 
contemplate what injury we ma^ ffdeive not onl> from the living, 
but from the 50,000 corpses which are annui^l> interred in our 
metrcqiolis : indeed, no man who will visit otfr London church- 
yards can gaze for a moment at the black, cohesive soil, saturated 
with putrid animal matter, which is daily to be seen turned up 
for the faithless reception of new tenants, without feeling that the 
purification of our g^eat cities, and a watchful search throughout 
the land we live ifi every removable cause of diseafi^,‘ are 
services tifihich science should be proud to perform, which a 
parental government should strenuously encourage, and which 
parliament should deem its bounden duty to enforce. 

If foul air and pure air were of different colours, we should very 
soon learn to repel the one and invite the Other, in which case 
cveiy house would be ventilated, and air-pipes^ ii^e gas-pipes and 
water-pipes, would flow around us in all directions. Although, 
however, we do not often see mia^^^^yet in travelling over the 
surface ol the globe, bow evident its baneful effects, and how 
singular!} identical are they with those patches of disease whic^, 
are to be met with, more or less, in every district in this rounlr}^! 
Lot any one, after traversing the great oceans, contrfist 
healthful climate with the low, swampy parts of Indk> witft 
the putrid woods of the Shangallah in Abyssinia, or with any part 
of the western coast of Africa. ^In all these regi<^ mia^^ma 
is either constantly or periodically generated^ by the corruption of 
vegetable matter ; and the following description of the o£ 

this virus on the white population of Sierra X^eone is 1®** 

equally applicable to all 

* Those who are not absolutely ill are always ailing j 
white people seem to belong to a population of invalids, 
nesBof their complexion, the listlessncsS of their looks, the attetSui^ion 
of their liinbs, the inetabdity of geit, and the fefeblencss of Mm6k 
frame, that are so observable m this diiaate, i»re but too 
even where organic diaea^ has m the dipotdeita state 
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of the functions which goes under tlie name of impaired health exists, 
and in none is it more painfully evident than in the general appearance 
of the European women and children of this colony,’ ^ 

Ip corroboratic\i of this statement, we may mention as a single 
oxa^ple, that, out of 150 men of the 2nd West India regiment 
who in 1824 were sent to Cape Coast Castle, all, excej>tliig one, 

§ Veither dead or sent home invalided in three months. At the 
ration of this^nime, Sir John Phillimore, arriving off the 
t in command of the Thetis, sent on shore two midshipmen and 
fourteen men, to mount a gun on a height. The party slept there 
only a night, in one fortipght, every individual excepting a 
black man was dead ! 

In the opposite continentp^^'^f Anierica, even in healthy ]>arts, 
wherever the has been wilfully flooded for the purpose of 
canal navigation, me trees all die, and as the passenger-barge 
wdnds its way by moonlight through these pale, barkless corpses, 
a green coating of vegetable matter, about as thick as a blanket, 
and Very appropriately called by the inhabitants ^fetcer and ague,' 
is seeh writhing in folds before the prow. 

^ Even in the most salubrious of the new settlements, whore the 
air is dry, exhilara^pg, and the sky as blue as in Italy, the mo- 
ment the virgin earth is turned up for the first time, the decom- 
position of vegetable matter brought to the surface invariably 
produces sickness ; and thus a whole family of little Engli^li chil 
dren, uith their teeth chattering from ague, ha\e too often been 
found mourning i|i the wilderness, on an oasis, *^the garden and 
the grave’ of tbe^t father wjho made it. 

In like manner, in this cobUtry, it has been shown by abundant 
evidence on whatever .piStches of land, especially in towns, 
^ j y ^ table or animal matter is allowed to pulrifv, disease, 
or less virulent, is engendered ; indeed it has been rejieat- 
ealy observed that the family of a particular house has coptinued 
years to be constantly afflicted with the very languor and fever 
described by every African traveller, which at last has been ascer- 
tained t<vjfeave been caused by the introduction into the immediate 
neighbourbood of a couple of square feet of Sierra Leone, or, in 
plainer terms, by a grated untrapped goney-drixiu, from which 
tber^||t b^en constantly ari^g a putritl ^as ; and yet, instead of 
a feet, how many acres of Sierra Leone *^re, to out 

shanm, Existing at this moment in our raetrojjiblis m the sbajie of 
cbuTchyarib^! There is one burial-ground, now or very lately in 
Use, in London, which contains, under one acre of surfsiCO, 00,000 
cor|isosl There is in London a place where a crowd of young 

* ^ to nej^ri fiom the Se^ct Cortimitteo an West Coast of Africa, 

W of Commotii to be priitteti, 5th Auguait, ISIS, p. 24 1. 

children 
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children learn their lessons for six hours daily over a floor under 
which 12,000 dead bodies are festering ! ^ ^ 

Mr. Chadwick produces a tabular account of the mortality of 
Enghand and Wales within the year 1838, caused by diseases 
which, he says, medical officers consider to be most powerfully 
influenced by the physical circumstances under which the popu- 
lation is placed; namely, the external and inj;ernal condition "ojE 
their dwellings, drainage, and ventilation. It appears that the 
number of deaths in this category amounted to 50,161 : which Mr. 
Chadwick obseiTes to be as if Westmoreland or Huntingdonshire 
were e\ery 3 'ear to be entirely depopulated. He adds: — 

‘ that the annual slaughter in Euglah^ aod Wales from preventable causes 
of typhus, which attacks persons in'the vigour of life, appeals to be double 
the amount of what was suffered by the allied ariftics in the battle of 
Waterloo;, . . .that diseases which now prevail on land did, within the 
expel icnce of persons still living, formerly prevail to a certain extent at 
sea, and have since been prevented by sanitary regulations; and that 
when the\ did so pievail in ships of war, the deaths from them were 
more than double in amopnt of the deaths in battle.* 

JR at whatever maybe the precise number per annum of our 
labouring population that actually die from diseases which arc 
prcv(*ntal)le, it is ev ident that it bears but a small proportion to the 
number of those w^ho — although they have, as it is commonly 
teimcMl, * escaped from the attack'* — have been subjected fur a 
melancholy period to loss of labour from debility. 

Mr. C>hadwicK, baling endeavoured to defitjOiJl'm general terms 
tb(» aggregate extent and operation pf the dvll^cxiraplained of, 
pioceeds to consider them separately in detail, We cannot say 
that he shows much skill in the jj^buping and arranging of his 
facts and \iews : liut in a work so meritorious, it would be hard 10 
dwell upon minor defects ; and our readers will not quarrel wi|h' 
us for Ifikiug the clinpters as they stand 

I. General condition of the residences of the labouring clasS^ 
where disease is found to be (he most prevalent. 

Here are detailed the varied forms in which Ahem^^ftttendant 
on n movable circumstances, has been found to per^'ade the popvi- 
Jation of rural villages and small towns, as Well as of those Com-- 
mercial citii'S and densely-crowdetj manufacturing in 

wffiich pestilence has been supposed to have its chief and" almost 
exclusive residence. ^ * 

For instance — to begin with oife of the prettiest tj^wns in one 
of the most charming parts of England* — Mr. Gilbert reports that, 
his nitention having been excited by the high diet recommend^ to 

* See tjikew b^fdrft th* Conatt^itte© of Commoii? mi tho 

provemeut of Towns, &c.— printed iu ^ ‘ ' •' 

the 
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tlie guardians at Tiverton^ in consequence of prevalent fever, he re- 
quested the medical officer of the union to accompany him through 
a certain district there. Even before reaching this locality, he was 
assailed by a smell clearly proclaiming the presence oi malaria : he 
found the ground marshy, the sewers all omn> some of the houses 
surrounded by wide uncovered diains full of animal and vegetable 
The inhal^tants were distinguishable from those of the 
parts of the t^n by their sickly, miserable appearance ; all 
he talked to cither were or had been ill, and the whole a>mrn unity 
presented a moioncholy picture. The local authorities had often 
endeavouretl to compel the m^bitants to remove the nuisances 
and to cover the drains^ but fi^|iding that, under the present state 
of the law, their powers were not sufficient, the evil had con^ 
tinned : medical t^cers were employed instead of the engineer ; 
and, accordingly, ^comforts * and ‘ high diet’ had been pre^Ciibcd, 
instead of masonrj’ and drainage. 

Impressed with the fact, that* as there are specks in tlie sun, 
so in a large country like England there must una^oid^ll>)y exist 
dirty plabes, which Mr. Chadwick or arty seaiching inquisitor 
has the power, at pleasure, to point out, wc readiirith (on^ 
siderable caution a fferies of reports such as we have jtist quoted. 
We own, however, we were not a little startled at learning tliai 
rojalty itself — but lately prevented from visiting Hoi} rood, or 
Brighton, on account of fever proceerling from miasma has 
loathsome nuisai^ces dangerous to the public health in its anme' 
diate neighbourhood even at Windsor ! 

Mr, Parker, after stating that there is no town in the counties 
of Buckingham, Oxford, a™ Berks in which the l ondiiion of the 
courts and back streets might not be materially unproved b} 
observes^— 

% ^"Windsor, fiom the contiguity of the palace, the wealtli of the inha- 
ISSlaiits, and the situation, might have been expected to be superior in 
this respect to any other provincial town. Oi all the towns visited by 
me, Windsor U. the worst beyond all comparison. From the gas- 
works at,tm^ eiwl of Cfepi^ge'Street a double hnc of open, deep, black, 
ahd sta^ant ditches extends to Clewerdane, From these ditches an 
{ntoleraUi^ stench is perpetually risn^, and produces fever of a severe 
charadA" Mr. Bailey, the ri^ving o$cer, considers the neighlxiur- 
ho€^>Wmiden^c^ la Urn same condition* 'tThere is a 

draiit*^ he save, running from the barracks into the Thames across 
the Lrmg WiilL That drain is almost as oifensivc as the black ditches 
exten^cf to Clewev^lane. The openings to the sewers in Windsor are 
iccceeoingly o|fensive m hot weather* The town is not well supplied 
,wi^ wami;i»,and the drainage is very defective/^ * 

wUd fowl when Uiey yitit this oountiy at bttce fly 
and fea% so is it naimml to suppose that the 

cholera 
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cholera would, of its own accord, wherever it travelled, select for 
itself lodgings most congenial to its nature. The following 
glimpse of one of the ^places in which the disease first made its 
appearance deserves therefore attention. Mr, Atkinson, de- 
scribing Gateshead, says of a person whom he found ill of the 
cholera — 

^ His lodgings were in a room of a miserable hol»$c situated in the very 
fiitluest part of Pipewellgate, divided into six apartments, and occujned 
by different families, to the number of twenty-six persons in all. The 
room contained three wretched beds, with two persons sleeping in each; 
it mc.isured about twelve feet in leMth and seven in breadth, and its 
irrealest height would not admit of a peon's standing erect : it received 
light from a small window, the sash of which was fixed. Two of the 
number lay ill of the cholera, and tlie rest appeared afraid of the admis- 
«ion of pure air, having carefully closed up the broken panes with plugs 
of olti linen.’ 

jVlr, Chadwick, however, states that the most wretched of the 
stationary population (tf which he had been able to obtkin any 
account, or that he^^badeser beheld, was that in the Wjmda of 
Edinburgh and Glasgow. ‘It might admit of dispute/ he ob- 
stTves. ‘ but on tlie u hole, it appeared to ua that botli the struc- 
tural arrangemonts and the condition of the population in Glasgow 
were the worst of any wc had seen in any part of Great Britain.* 
Dr. Arnott, who perambulated the wynds of Glasgow, accom- 
jianitnl by Dr, Alison and Dr. Cowen, corroborates the 
above stateineiU by details too offensive to be Ifiiliscribed : suffice 
it to say that from one locality 754, of about 50(X) cases of fever 
which ixTurred in the previous year, were carried to the hospitals. 
As a striking contrast to this result, Chadwick states 
when tlie kelp manufacture lately ceased on the western 
of Scotland, a vast population of the lowest class of people wet^ 
thrown into extreme want — ^they suffered from cold, hunger, an^ 
desjmir — ne\ertheless, from their scattered habitations being sur- 
rtiundcd by pure air, cases of fever did not arise a^ong them. 

We will conclude this branch of the investi^tion by a de- 
scription of Inverness, copied from no less an authority than the 
report of its worthy chief inagistra|e. — ^ Inverness,* Pto- 

vost, ‘ i^ e nice town, situated in a Swt beautiful , 

The people are, ^^enerally speakings a nice people, but their 
sufferance pf mstbuf^ is past enduronufe/ 

IE Public armngemenh ett^al p the tesidkneei^hy the 

smitmj Ic^&urmg is ajfeeted* ’ ^ 

This cWpmjr^Mr. Chadwick prilicip«% devoiel'^lli piitbiictil 
details as U> ^nage. But wS ,with a 

few mote ^ 
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Dr. Dunain doubts whether there is a single cxmrt in Liverpool 
^>vhich eaminuTUcatcs with the street ij^ m underground drain: 
liavini^ observed that srstj-thrce cases of fe\^r had occuired m 
Olio 3|^r in Union Court, containing twelve faonaes, he visited 
found th^ whole court inundated with fltiid filth which had 
<^ 0964 ^ thjottgh the walls from^wo adjac^efit cesspools. In one 
a^VcU four Jeet deep, into which this stmktng fluid was 
jNI^Wed to di'din, vim discovered below the bed where the family 
slept It may be observed that there aie 8000 inhabited cellars 
in liverpool, oontinuing from 35,000 to 40,000 inrttaies ; and 
that of 2398 courts which w^e examined, 1705 were closed at 
one end so as to prevs^t veutApi^. 

* Until veipr Burton, in his report on ^ Edina, 

Scotian's darling 


* the Cowgatc^ a long street mnniiig along tlie lowest level of an mow 
valley, only surface drains. The various alleys from the High Stieet 
and oiher el^atcd ground open into this street. In rainy weather they 
them each its respective stream of filth, and thus the Co^\- 
|«^ Jthe aspect of a gigantic sewer lecciving its trilmtar> drams, 
A of private gentlemen had the merit of making# spacious 

sewer 830 yardi> long w-Ous street at a cost of 2000/ , ctmdeted h) i»ub* 
scriptio^^ The utmost extent Jo which they received assistance fiom the 
police consisted m being vested with the atithoniy of the Act as a pio- 
tection from the interruption of private parties. During operation 
tllfiy were neverthclei*b haiossed by claims of damage for obstmcimg the 
causeway, and their minuteij show that tliey experienced a sents oi in- 
terruptions from tilfcil^ghbouring occupants, Hkcly to discourage oth(i» 
from following their e:ifiunpl€,* 

In a modical repiiitt on r/mantic Surling, it is stated that the 


drains or sewers, ScOt^^ 'sivers/ are all open, a few old uicn 

« P> the public streets from timo to time, but sometime^ the 
^ings remain on the pavement many dajs; the lefuse from 
whidi eontaina on un averts sixty-^fivc persons, is 
do^ the ^sivers’ ev<»ry second or third day, emitting, 
dumg the of its progress, the most offensive oilour ; the 

situat^ near the top of the town, the blood 
ft IS also idlavred td'flow down the main stret^t, and th<» 
the castle issue. into au open field, polluting the 
dresdfM It 

t As a csonhimH to lifts wholesale Account, ^ exaifiih^flon of 
T* Thomson, of CUthciue, affords a striking pfOOf how sinalK 
ifevenm seftitfury faouseS; may exist the remnvabh? cahsfc of disease. 

of 1839 some" bad cases of feVOV occutrihg^ among 
of ^houses at Ltiftmoor, ^ick ha^ Feen comi- 

jbe4t%^ attenthm was drawn An old half- 

disc<wired/w|MlJh ihe cause of a shallow 
’ stagnant 
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stagnant fetid pool of a most du^usting nature. Measures were 
immediately t^en to carry off this nuisance by a sewerage, and 
^ from the hour of the removal of the filth/ says Mr* Thomson, 

* no fresh case of fever occurred/ 

Portsmouth, whidi is built on a low portion of the marshy 
island of Portsea, was formerly jfxtremely subject to intermittent 
fever : the town was paved in lyoO, and, according to Sir Gilbert 
Plane, from that date ibis disorder no lot%er prevailed, whilst 
Kilsea» and the other parts of the island, retained their aguish 
disposition till 1793, when a drainage was made, which subdued 
its foi ce there also. 

In the same chapter w'e have^^U^utiy very instructive details as to 
the pecuniary results of removii% the refuse of towns. 

It appears from the evidence of Mr. Dark, of Paddington, a 
person of respectable character, who for many }ears has been 
a considerable contractor for scavengering, &c., that with the ex< 
i'cption of coal -ashes (used for brick-making), lees, and a few 
other inconsiderable items, no refuse in London pays half the 
expense of removal by cartage beyond a radius of about six miles, 

* / given ow‘a^/ says Mr. Dark, ‘ thousands of loads of 

night^soll^ite hioio not what to do with it 

When Mr, Chadwick tisited Edinburgh with Dr. Arnott, 
they were both, without metaphor, * led by the nose ’ to a cer^ 
tain stream properly enough called ' the Foul Burn," from 
ba\ ing been tlie aged receptacle of most of the sinks, drains, 
sivers, &c., of Auld Reekie. For a considerable time the cha- 
racter of this burn was repellent — and, adcoVdingly avoided by 
poor as well as by rich, by }oung ap well as by old, its contentar 
flowed in mysterious solitude into the SCa. Several years ago, 
however, some of the occm>iers of the land in the 
vicinity, instigated by self-mterest, took the liberty of 
this stream, in order to collect a poitiou of its contents into 
for manure. The next step in the march of intellect was, By 
moans of water, to irrigate the meadows fronci this source, in 
order to save the expense of cartage ; and thusj%/ degrees,. 300 
acres of meadow land, chiefly in the neighbourhood of the Palace 
of Holyrood, were fertilized from the contents of th% comtu[0n 
sewer : the result of whichjbas bete that some of thelif|pAdowa 
are let aji from to 301. per ac/e ; indeed, in the year 1838> 
some were let at 38/. per acre, and in 1826 at 5?/. Her Ma- 
jesty's Government, however, being justly of opinion that this 
process is prejudicial to the healdtiness of Holyrood IHou^e, 
and havii% accordingly directed legal process for the trial of Ute 
right of irrigation, the defendants now plead thi^ the'in^i^tioii 
of their claim would deprive the city of Ute npUt of 

VOL. LXXI. HO* cxui. SS o* / ^ 3000 
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3000 cows/ and estimate the compensation which would be due to 
themselves at 150,000/. 

Abont a quarter of a century ago we ourselves remember to 
have #i4ne$s^ the process of a matrimonial allla;nce, such as We 
have described, between two parties, who frq^ the beginning of 
time had always been shy enougj^f each namely, the very 

':^tmld8urn alluded and the Links or sand-hills on the sea- 
between Leitn and Porto Bello. These hillocks, ujkjh 
which nothing but a few stunted tufts of coarse grass had ever 
been seen to grow^ and which for ages had been blown by the 
wind into a variety of fantastic iQfnis, were one morning suddenly 
attacked by a band ofaworknll^Plwho with spades and shovels 
were seen busily jsc^tering th# ^^d about them in all directions, 
while A re ye * was the repeated exclamation of the 

Mussulburgh fishwives, who, one after another, striding by with 
outstretched heads, swinging arms, and a creel full of cod on their 
4 ncliip^^ ba<^ks, could not contain their astonishment at seeing the 
, which all their lives had bjpen sterile, suddenly sub- 

jecte^tio^^ade-husbandry. Indeed, when the mass was ieyelled, 
it wras as barren andWeiess as the slungle of the itnd con- 
tinuecbfh during the ^mation of a network of arterie#^iftid veins 
>vhich in the form of drai^ were imprinted over its surface. 
However, ilo sooner was this latter o|>eratxon concluded, than — 
* Oh tthisfle, and I'll come to ye, my ladV — the produce of the 
Foul Burn, like Birnham wood coming to Dunsinane, majostic- 
aily made its ap{^|^nce ; in a few days the sand was verdant ; 
^ and before the suirnmer wash over, it Ijore a dark- coloured, rank, 
luxuriant crop. ^ 

Our readers will promdi>ly have anticipated that the inference 
wh|^ Mr. Chadwick has drawn frqfpa this result, and from Mr. 
jXtejPb statement that he can firkl no sale for the refuse of 
‘ !^dan is, that the sewers of London, like those of Kdinburgli, 
might be made to fertilize the land in their vicinity. 

, Mr. Chadwidk states that, according to the scralc of the value 
of that pOTtidn^^f the refuse of Edinburgh which has been ap- 
propriated to irrigation in the way described, the whole refuse of 
t^f citjr^^uid produce an income of from 15,000/. to 20,000/. 
a according to 4be scale of value, it appears 

that, in the citf of London, refuse ^ the value of 

neatly double what is now paid for water cff the metropolis is 
thrown awa^s principally into the Thames, and partly into recep- 
tacles In the districts 01 the poor, where it i^umulates until it is 
rmnov^d at a great expense. , Whem the levels ore not con- 
Captain Vetch, of the Engineers^ and q^er competent 
that the cont^its pf the sewers j^iould 

‘ ^ ' be 
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be lifted by steam-power^ as water is lifted in the drainage of the 
fens, and then he distributed in iron-pipes> in the same way 
as water is injected into the metropolis by the water*ci^mpanie8* 
Mr. Ctmdwick adds, that the estimated expense of this; mode of 
cleansing and rews^f&\, as in the case of the conveyance of water 
into London, wotw not amoi||{it to a tenth part of the cpst of 
cartage— ^and to show the practicability ^ the principle' of re- 
moving refuse by w'aier, he cites the following case : — The/.West 
Middlesex Wattyr Company had almost concluded a contract tor 
removing in the ordinary way about an acre of silt four feet deep, 
which in the course of eight or^ten years had accumulated in their 
reservoir at Kensington, am^^Q^ordingly. 400/. was to be paid 
for this operation, which occupy three or four weeks. 

The bargain was all but sealed, when proposed by one 

of the officers that the silt sliould be mixed with water, stirr^ up, 
and in this liquid state washed away ; and this operation was 
successfully effected in three or four days, at an expense^ of only 
40/. or 50/. ^ ^ %, » 

In si^all, moderate-sized, or even in large towns,, wk^ere ike 
pt’^^favourOhle^ we are much inclmod to beiiet^e that Mr. 
Chadwick s project of removing refuse l^means of w'a^r might, 
to a limited extent, be successful]^ adopted for the purpose of 
irrigation. It is oident, however, that many previous arrange- 
ments Would be necessary, and that, after all, many serious 
difficulties would be likely to occur — for it must always be re«» 
collected that, in the case at Edinburg^^^the burn being a 
safety-valve communicating with t^e sea, no jtccident or explosion 
can possibly occur — the farme/^ may therefore approach it or 
re^de from it, may inject or reject contents, at any hour, or 
for any period he may d^ire : whereas a covered sewer ;| 3 jS^ndly 
administers all it jiossesses -—without consideration, juii|^lxi^^ 
reftectiou, or mercy' — its motto being ^I’ime and tide 
for no man.’ The supply of the manure and the demand for it 
niiglit not therefore agree together for any leagdi of time. Still, 
however, we can conceive arrangements whira ^eed not be de- 
scribed, by which this evil might be compensated, in which case 
there can l>e no doubt that an immense saving, esp^cjolly that of 
cartage, would be effecta^l^tha^be health of the whose 

drains, ciMistar^j^Jlusheal^lean by water, no refuse coiild^Teinaki) 
would be materiJilly benefited~and that the produce of the land 
irrigatecl would abundantly increase. ^ 

But, ahhougU we are willing thus far to give Mr. Oha^lwick 
credk thr his suggestion, and think it ought to be most seriously 
attetnied to fa the case of lOur smaller towns> especially such as 
liave considerable ftreams running tfarougii or near them, we 

2 Q 2 must 
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mast say we consider his attemjji to extend the theory to London 
by the application of the jiower of steam is prejiOsterous in prin- 
ciple as well as in detail. 

The first idea that naturally occurs is the enormous expense 
and incalculable inconvenience that would be ||fcendant upon the 
eondexnnation of nearly the whole of the exlstittg* sewers of Lon- 
don, which at present run downw'ards into the I’hames. We 
a<^owledg# it may nSt unfairly be replied, that the very same 
objection mi^ht have been raised against macadamizing our old- 
faj^ioned bumping pavement-*-agamst substituting wood for both 
— or against ruining our h^fh-roads by the creation of niilwajs. 
But admitting this first grave .|^||ption to be overruled: siij>- 
posing for a moment that the olSnsewerage Avas destroyed, and 
that new subterraneaxi w'oiks on completely different levels av ore 
constructed, there remain to be enamntcred difficulties above 
ground which we consider to be insurmountable. 

It appears^ from a parliamentary return lying before us, that 
the water pumped into London by the Npw River, Chelsea, West 
^iddies^ Grand Junction, East London, South Londort, Lam- 
beth, ami Southwark Water- Companies amounts to 42^ cubic 
feet per minute, day ai^ night, throughout the year ; of which 
fjuantity, consideiably more tfian (say) one-half flows through 
waste-pipes, &c., into the sewers: and if, according to Mr. Chad- 
wick's project, the refuse of the streets of London, instead of being 
swept up and carted away, as hilhe^rto, were daily to be washed 
into the gulley-draii^J^ a water-6we, the amount of tvater which 
the companies w^oula be required to supply must he very consi- 
derably enlarges! . To lUs mCnacctl flood of water, if theie be 
added the usual contoi:]|^;Hpf the sewers, it at once appears 
how emormous would be the amount the mixture to be daily 
the metropolis via the sewers^ and if, from any 
abddfUitt to the engines, the lifting-jiower, pumps, or bucketed- 
wheels should suddenly be disabled, it is evident that a consti- 
pation of the sewerage must forthwith take place. 

But there regains to he provided fin* a contingency infinitclv 
more alarming. The area of London is, we beliot e, nearly 60 
square miles,; but, taking it only^at 40 square miles, and estima- 
ting a thunder-stotmt and dHjpinued rain there miglit 

fall in the space of six hours* one inch w water : that quantity, on 
the surface last mentioned, would amount to 92,926,000 cubic feet 
of water, of which tfae^^lreater pm-tioii would immediately go 
into tbe sewers. Now, when it is considered that ibo natural flow 
of the Coin rivet amounts only to about 6000 cubic feet per 

ttppeaf, twm tiie rsm<^uge at Somenet tlmt on the SOih of 

August !a«t, nearly two i aches of rain fell in two Uoun. 

^ minute. 
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minute, that of the Exe to about 5000, and that of the Lea U> 
about 5600, our readers will at once perceive what an overwhelm- 
ing’ amount of fluid would within a very short space of time !>e added 
tf>the already enormous contents of the London sewers ;^imd while 
the elements of heaven were raging over the venerable head of our 
metropolis — w'liiji<0t the thunder was rolling — while the forked 
lightning was shivering from top to bottom one or two of our 
flnest church-s|)ires— and while the rain Vas reverberating frpm 
the pavement like myriads of fountains rising out of the ground — 
if at this sufliciently awful moment the telbtale wind were sud- 
denly to inform us all that, Mr. Chadwick's ' infernal machines’ 
having more work than th^||ould perform, their neighbour- 
lioods had become inundated^^lf the next blast were to announce 
to us that the main sewers were blowing |ip — and then, by evi- 
dence every moment becoming more and more insufferable, we 
were to lc‘arn that out of every gully-grate in the metro j>olis there 
was spouting up that which, like ‘ a legion of foul fiends/ no man 
could control ; in short, if w^e were suddenly to find oun^lves in 
danger of a pestilence^ from which not even a cabinet council, 
hastily summoned for the purpose, could relieve us — we fear 
tliat this Somerset House * Amendmen^ArV would be a theme 
of general execration, and that thj? Poor Law Commissioners, as 
they plashed homewards through the streets on their respective 
ponies, would receive viva voce and oviform evidence that, like 
their sewerls, they were in bail odour. 

But admitting for a* moment that Chadwick may be 
enabled to demonstrate that the content^ (iff the London sewers, 
even with the extraordinary additions to them during rains and 
thunder-storms, could not equal quantity of water which 
in many parts of Kuglai^ is at present raised in di*aining our 
feus ; in short that, the power of steam being iimneible^^ safli- 
cient number oi pumps, or rather of bucketed-w heels (s^y 500 
engines of 100-hurse power each)"^ might bo prepared to meet 
any contingency that could occur; yet we maintain that th© 
amount of fluid-manure so lifted would be iilKnitely more than 
could possibly— we need not say pleasantly — be applied by irri- 
gation — that the superalpundance must go somewhejje — and that, 
after all, the greater porMUrol the quantity lifted w^Olil$||ievitably 
find its^way to^dje Tha^i8,,from which, by so much labour and 
expense, we haatfUemptc^ to divert it, 

T'he next topic handled is the sever© privations which the la- 
bouring classes are subjected to from want of water, not only for 


* tbi Cctm^iih ^gineii it is sufipotiMi that eo^h hotte^power <iaii raise 628 3R)ic 
ftet of vraier per mhmta to a height of om foot; 

ablution. 
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ablation, bouse-cleaning, and sewerage, bat for dunking and 
cufinary purposes. For instanc€?f Mr, Mott states in his report on 
Manchester, that thotfe^ as elsewhere, it is the custom of owners of 
small collage property in neighbourhoods where there are no pipes 
laid, to erect for a given number of houses a which is fie- 

queutly rented by one of the tenants, who rest for using 

it. pne poor woman told him that she was required to jiay one 
shdliiig Ds^th for permission to use this pump, while the water- 
companies were giving an abundant supply to houses like hers 
for six shillings a^year — exactly half the mone^. In various 
Scotc h towns the people have to go to publ^ wells, the suppl) 
of which is so tardy, that cro^pdi^pf ivomen and children arc* 
obliged to Mvait their turns,’ as called — indeed, these wells 

are sometimes frequented throvykoui the w/iole night. In Kdin^ 
burgh many ha\e to travel to wells at a considerable distance, 
and afterwards to carry their stoup^ up five, six, or seven stories. 
5ut neither private nor public tvclls are alwa}s to be bad. In 
maby places the poor are often obliged to collect water from 
ditliihcs and ponds, so impure, that even horses that have not 
been acenstomed to dunk it arc apt to sufler from it. Ax 
7>anent some of the Ihhourers use barrels drawn on carnages 
— others employ their child redPlb bring it in small vessels; and 
dunng the cholera. Dr. Scott Alison reports, it became so seaicc, 
that the poor people w’ent into the ploughed fields ip collect the 
rain- water, retained in depressions in the ground, and even in the 
prints made by horsrffeet. ^ 

On the loregoing mets Mr. Chadwick justly obscr\es, — 

‘Supplies of water obtainqil^by the labour of fetching and rarrying K 
in buckets do not answer purpose of regular supplies bi ought info 
the h^p(|8C without such labour, and kept many in cisterns. The intcr- 
posiUhl^^of the labour of going out and bringing hon# water from a dis- 
tance acts as an obstacle to the formation of better habits ; and in the 
actual condition of the lower classes, conveniences of this description 
must precede and form the habits. Even with persons of a higher con- 
dition the habits are greatly dependent on the conveniences : it is ob- 
served that, when the s-uppUes of water into houses of the middle class 
are cut off by the pipes being frozen, and it is necessai y to scud to a 
distance, house-cleansings and %ashiuy^are diminished ; and everj 
presumpfen is afforded that if it were and m all weathers, 

requisite for them to send to a distance for water, their habits <if house- 
hold cleanlin^t* would be d^riorated. The whole family of the labour- 
ing man in the mannfac|ujl^ towns rise early, before daylight in winter 
time, to go to themwoik ; they tcSl hard, and they return to their homes 
late at night : it is a serious inconve||ii|nce to them to have to fetch 
from the pump or the river, otp^cvery occasion that it n^iiy be 
wanted, whether in coldy in rmn^ or in snm. The rntnor comfit of 

cleanlincs*! 
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clca»HneB8 arc of course foregone, to avoid the immediate and greater 
discomforts of having to fetch the 

In onr manufacturing towns (as we all know), those ineml>ers 
of a family who are old enough to fetch water are bought 
strong enough to.wWI: the mere value therefore of the time they 
expend at the puinjfijS almost always more than the charge made 
by the companies for a regular and constant supply of water* For 
instance, in Glasgow the charge of supplying a labottrer’s tene- 
ment is five sliil lings a-year; in Manchester, six shillings; in 
London, ten shillings — for a tenem^t containing two families ; 
for which sum two tons and a half of water per week may 
be obtained. Thus, for lean'^tiban one penny farthing per 
week 135 pailfuls of water arc taken into the house without the 
labour of letching, without spilling, without being in the wav, 
and }et in constant readiness for use : whereas, on the other hand, 
the cost to a lalxiurcr, or to any member of liis family whose time 
can be eni[do 3 ’cd m work, is very serious, lii the Bath Union, 
a poor l(‘llow% wlio had to fetch waiter from one of the public 
wells about a (juarter of a mile from his house, quaintly observetl 
to the Rev* Wliiiwell Khvin, ' lt\f as valuable as strong beer!' 

At Fans, the usual cost of the filtered ^atcr, which is carried 
int^> tlic Ileuses, is two sous pef^|l»ailful, being at the rate of 
nine shillings per ton: while in London, the highest charge of 
any of the companies for sending the same quantit) of water to 
an\ place within the range of their pipes, and delivering it at an 
a\eiage level of 100 feet, is six police per 

‘ The mode, however,’ says Mr. Chadwick, ^ of supplying water by 
private companich, /hr the mke of a profit y JS not available for a popu- 
lation w’ht re the numbers aie too small to the expense of obtaining 
a private Act of Parliament, ^ the expense ot management by a board 
of directors, or to produce |^fiu to shareholders. .. .The Poo# lUwv 
Commissioners have been urgently requested to allows the expense of pro- jf 
curing supplies for villages to l>e defrayed out of the poor’s rales in 
Knglaud ; but they could only express their regret that the law gave 
them no power to allow such a mode of obtaining the benefit sought.’ 

As regards the supply of water, we are clearly of opinion that 
a case for the necessity of legislative interference on the largest 
scale has been made out. 

TIl.~-^^Ctrr?/w^#M7?cc,v cTiie/ly in (he infernal economy an4 
bad ventilation of places of work; wo(Jmen^s loSfmg-honseSy 
dweHings, and the domestic habitsi affecting the health of the 
lahonring classes, 

explaining the eviU wfeich arise from bad ventilatlott 9 
placwot^ work> Mr. Chadwick adduces first the case of the jour- 
neymen 
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neymen tailors, whose habits he was led to investigate from 

the number of early deaths pbi^rved to occur among them. 

Thomas BrownS.#^ aged fifty*two> who had worked for Messrs. 
Stultae, Messrs. Allen, and in others of the largest establish- 
ments in London, stated that at Messrs. in a room six- 

teener eighteen yards long, and seven or eig|]^ yards wide, eighty 
men worked close together, knee to knee : in summer time the 
h|^t of tailors and of their geese, or irons, raised the tem- 
perature, t^hty or thirty degrees ; after the candles were lighted, 

. it became so insufferable that several of the young men from the 
country fainted ; during the season he had i^een from 40/. to 501. 
worth of work spoiled by the |]^|i^piration of the men ; in winter 
the atmosphere became still more unhealthy, with so depressing 
an eiS’ect that many could not stay out the hours ; too many, losing 
their appetite, took to drink as a stimulant — apcordingly, at seven 
in the morning, gin was brought in, sometimes again at eleven, at 
three, at five, and after seven, when the shop was closed ; great 
jn'iimbers died of consumption. The average age of these work- 
inen was about thirty-two, but in a hundred there were not ten 
' 'men of fifty : lastly, when they died, no provision was made for 
their families, who, if they^^ould not do for tliemselves, were 
obliged to go on the parisliP^et Messrs. Alien’s wages at the 
time the witness refers to were 6d. an hour. 

In a well-ventilated room, it is stated by different witnesses, jour- 
neymen bailors wouJ.d.,be enable<Lto execute two hours ^ more work 
per day ; they wowt do their ^elve hours, whereas the utmost 
in a close, ill-ventilated room, is. ten hours of work. Moreover, 
a man who had worked in these hot rooms from the age of 
twenty would not be ^^«good a man at forty as another would 
be lat fifty who had wwk^ in well|g^red shops in the^. country. 
Tb^ latter, in other words, would have gained ten years’ labour, 
j|;>esides saving the money spent in gin. 

Mr, Chadwicki therefore, calculates that, taking the average loss 
to a London tailor to be two hours per day for twenty years, and 
twelve hours for ten years, his total loss would amount to 50,000 
hours of productive labour, which, at 6d. per hour, would have 
produced, him 1250/.; and this is 2^0/. less than was actually 
eame^j^d saved by I?bilip Gray,,^i^ worked all, his life as a 
journeyman tailor, and was remarklHi^ for bis, c^leanliness and 
neatness. ■ . .v 

It appears registered causes of, d^h of 2^33 per- 

sons, entered during nhe ye^^ 1839, in the eastern and western 
unions of the metropoUsi under^j^e head Ttailof,' no less than 
were from disease of the respbiiktory organs ; ninety-t^^ died 
of consumption ; . in the whole number only twenty-nine died old. 

‘The 
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‘ The subscriptions/ says Mr* Chadwick, * to the benevolent insti- 
tution for the relief of the aged and inSbrm tailors by individual masters* 
in the metropolis appear to be large and liberal, and, amount to upwards 
of 11,000/. ; yet it is to be observed, that if they or the men had been 
aware of the effects pf vitiated atmospheres on the constitution and 
general strength, the means of ventilation, the practicable gain 

of money from the of labour by that sanitary measure could not 

have been less in one large shop, employing 200 men, than 100,000/. 
Independently of subscriptions of the whole trade, it would, during their 
working period of life, have been sufficient, with the enjoyment of greater 
health and comfort by every workman during the time of work, to have 
purchased him an annuity of 1/. per week for comfortable and respect- 
able self-support during a period of -superannuation, commencing soon 
after fifty years of age. 

* The effects of bad ventilation, it need not be pointed out, are chiefly 
manifested in consumption, the disease by which the greatest slaughter 
is committed. The causes of fever are comparatively few and promi- 
nent, but they appear to liave a concurrent effect in producing con- 
sumption.’ 

The results of good ventilation in the prevention or alleviation 
of disease are clearly manifested in our hospitals. In a badly- 
ventilated house — the lying-in hospital ip Dublin — there died 
in four years 2944 children out o£^^650 ; Whereas, after this esta- 
blishment was properly ventilated/tne deaths in the same period, 
and out of a like number of children, amounted only to 279. 

Glasgow supplies a striking example of the beneficial effects 
of ventilating a factory. In arrange of buildings, called ‘ the 
Barracks,’ 500 persons were cMccted. All attempts to induce 
them to ventilate their rooms failing, the consequence was that 
fever was scarcely ever absent. Thero^were sometimes seven 
cases in a day ; and in the last two mc^hs of 1831 there were 
fifty-seveit. On the recommendation of Mr. Fleming, a surgeon, 
a tube of two inches in diameter was fixed in the ceiling of each 
room : these tubes communicated with a large pipe, the end of 
which was inserted in the chimney of the factory furnace, which, 
by producing a strong draught, forced the inmates to breathe fresh 
air. The result of this simple contrivance was, that, during the 
ensuing eight years, fever was scarcely known in the place ! 

It would be a task infmitely more easy than pleasing to show 
the havoc annually creat^*|,inong the manufacturing m^ses by 
defective ventilation and ^rcrowding. We will, therefore, only 
observe that in the case of milliners and dressmakers in the 
metropolitan unions during the year as shown by the mor- 

* Mr. Stultze, for instance, has subscribed 7954 in money ; is a yearly subscriber 
of twenty-five guineas ; has made a pr<i%^t to the ‘ Benevolent Institution for the Relief 
of In$^ TaUors^ ti gi^und worth about 10004; and has besides undertaken to budd 
thereoxi six houses for the reception of twenty poor pensioners. 

tuary 
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tuary register, out of 52 deceasi^, 41 only had attained the age of 
25 ; and the average age of 33, who had died of disease of the 
lungs, was 28. In .^hort, there is too much reason to believe that 
among these poor '^vorkwomen, as in the case of the journeymen 
tailors, one-third at least of the healthful diction of adult life is 
sacrificed to our ignorance or neglect of y^^^p^Jition. Alas, how 
little do the upper classes, who fancy that the fcheque completely 
liquidates the account, reflect on the real cost of the beautiful 
dresses they wear ! 

As to ^ the wa7it of se 2 )araie apartments and the overcrowding 
of the private dwellings of the poor ’ — a very small portion only 
of the evidence adduced will su^ce. The Herk of the Ampthill 
Union states that a large propomon of the cottages in his district 
are so small, that it is impossible to keep up even the common 
decencies of life : in one cottage, containing only two rooms, there 
existed eleven individuals : the man, his wife, and four children 
(one a girl above fourteen, another a boy above twelve) slept in 
one of the rooms and in one bed — the rest slept all together in 
the room in which their cooking, working, and eating were per- 
‘ formed. The medical officer of the Bicester Union has witnessed 
a father, a mother, thi^e grown-up sons, a daughter, and a child, 
all lying at the same time wi^;.u typhus fever in one srhall room. 
The medical officer of the Rohisey Union states that he has known 
fourteen individuals of one family (among whom were a young 
man and young woman of eighteen and twenty years of age) 
together in a smalhgoom, the mqfeer being in labour at the time. 

The Rev. Dr. GSity, whose able ^ Appeal on behalf of the Bor- 
der Peasantry’ is cited in the report, describes a fine, tall Northum- 
brian peasant of about j^rty-five years of a^e, whose family, eleven 
in number, were dispQii^;of as follows, in one bed he, his wife, 
a daughter of six, and a boy of four ydif's had to sleep — a daughter 
of^%ightecn, a son of twelve, a son of ten, and a daughter of eight 
a second bed — and in tlic third were three sons, aged twenty, 
sixteen, and fourteen. 

The greatest instances of overcrowding appear, however, as 
may naturally be expected, at Glasgow, Manchester, Liverpool, 
&c. In Hull, a mother about fifty had to sleep with a son above 
twenty-one, a lodger being in the room. In Manchester 
more tiilitt half-a-dozen instances given of a man, his wife, 
and his wi^s grown-up sister habifually occupying one bed! 
Mr. Baker^i his repori on Leeds, states — * In the houses of the 
working classes^ br6t|h;^jin(^|5teTs, and lodgers of both sexes, arc 
found; occupying, the same sl%epiug-room with the parents, and 
consequences occur which humani^^hudders to contemplate.’ 

’ Our readers will probably by thwHime have arrived wit^/us at 

the 
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the conclusion, that there exists no $iyage nation on earth in which 
more uncivilized or move brutalizing^:, scenes could be witnessed 
than in the heart of this great country. Sho^^, however, any 
doubts remain, we subjoin one short extract from the evidence of 
Dr. S('ott Alison : — 

‘ In many hoiisee around Tranent, fowls roost on the rafijers 

and on the tops of bedsteads. The effluvia in these houses are 

offensive, and must prove very unwholesome. It is scarcely necess^ to 
say that these houses arc very filthy. They swarm likewise with fleas. 
Dogs live in the interior of the lowest houses, and must, of course, be 
opposed to cleanliness. I have seen horses in two houses in Tranent 
inhabiting the same apaftment with numerous families. One was in 
Dow’s Bounds. Several of the fami^ were ill of typhus fever, and I 
remember tha horse stood at the bach of the bed. In this case the 
stench was dreadful. The father died of typhus on this occasion.’ 

Here is another very important piece of evidence : — 

‘ A gentleman who has observed closely the condition of the work- 
people in the south of Cheshire and the north of Lancashire, men of 
similar race and education, working at the same description of work— 
namely, as cotton-spinners, mill-hands — and earning nearly the same , 
amount of wages, states that the workmen of tjae north of Lancashire 
are obviously inferior to those in the of Clieshire, in health and 

habits of personal cleanliness and gene^TCondition. The difference is 
traced mainly to the circumstance, that the labourers in the north of 
liaiiCHshire inhabit stone houses of a description that absorb moisture, 
the dampness of which affects the hedlh, and causes personal unclean^ 
lincss, induced by the difficulty of k^^ing a clean',^use.’ 

One consequence of the unwholesome workshops and houses in 
which the labouring classes are too often confined, is the dispo- 
sition it creates among them to dispel |)y^rink that depressing 
effect on their nervous ener^s which is invariably the result of 
breathing impure aiL In Dumfries, for example, where the 
cholera swept away one-eleventh of the population, Mr. Chad^ 
wick inquired of the chief magistrate how many bakers’ shops 
there were i " Twelve,’ was the answer. ‘ And how many 
whiskey-shops may your town possess?’ The honest provost 
frankly replied, " Seventy-nine ! ’ Another consequence is the 
rapid corruption, in such unwholesome places, of meat, bread, and 
other food, which, by pr4|^png the poor -from laying^;49 any 
s^ore, forces them to purch w their provisioiis on the most disad- 
vantageous terms. 

‘ Here, then,’ says Mr. Chadwick, ‘ wij^ve ffbni the one agent, a close 
and polluted atmosphere, two different sets of effects : — one set . here 
noticed ^^gendering improvideii^* expense, and waste — the other, the 
depres'liig effects of external ainid internal miasma on the nervous 

system. 
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system, tending to incite to the habitual use of ardent spints; both tend* 
ing to precipitate this populatipn into disease and misery.’ 

Ih lamenting pver the picture, but too clearly delineated, of 
the dcmoralizati6n and disorganization of our labouring classes, 
caused by the removal of those archit^||^al barriers by which 
nature, even among savages, protects modesty and encourages 
decency, Mr. Chadwick maintains that no education as vet 
commonly given appears to have availed against such corrupting 
» circumstances : jewelling, per contra^ on numerous instances of the 
moral improvement of a population apparently resulting from 
street- cleansing, land-draining, and improvements of the external 
and internal condition of their dwellings. We think it clear 
enough that it is mere mockfery to talk of elevating by education 
classes whom we allow to be perpetually acted upon by physical 
circumstances of the deeply degrading tendency now sufficiently 
exposed. How striking are these words of Mr. Walker, the ma- 
gistrate of the Thames Police Office I After deprecating the prac- 
tice of building for the poor miserable hovels, instead of more 
comfortable and respectable, well-drained dwellings, he says, — 

‘ From what I have observed, I am fully convinced that if bh ambles 
were built on any spotj and all who choose were allowed to occupy them, 
they would soon be occupiedsjby a race lower than any yet known. I 
have often said, that if erapSy casks were placed along the streets of 
Whitechapel, in a few days each of them would have a tenant, and thebe 
tenants would keep up their kind, and prey upon the rest of the com- 
munity. I am sure that, if such facilities were offered, there is no con- 
ceivable degradati^ to which portions of the species might not be 
reduced. Wherever there are empty houses which arc not secured, they 
are soon tenanted by wretched objects, and these tenants continue so 
long as there is a harl^ir for them, rarish-officers and others come 
to me. to aid them in attt^ing such places. I tell the police and the 
parish that there is no use in their ♦etching these places ; that they 
n^tist board them up, if they would get rid of the occupants. If they 
will give the accommodation, they will get the occupants. If you will 
have marshes and stagnant waters, you will there have suitable animals ; 
and the only way of getting rid of them is by draining the marshes.’ 

Mr. Chadwick dwells on domestic mismanagement generally, as 
one great predisposing cause of disease. There is no doubt Uiat 
the poor are in the habit of buying tl^ir tea, coffee, sugar, butter, 
cbee$^ Jbacon, and other articles, in^i^all quantities from the huqlc- 
stets, wh^o oovor bhd debts, charge exorbitant prices. Destitu- 
tion is ol|p tbetefoj'e caused by the wasteful misapplication of 
wages which, with li^l^ would prove to be sufficient ; 

bu^e ^atid evil is, that evWy species of mismanagement promotes 
of in the gin and whiskey. 

Every day ^ intemperdfece’ is talked of and preached against as the 

cause 
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cause of fever, and of the prevalent mortality. We neglect, how^ 
ever, to reflect that it is the discomfort^ of the poor that drives them 
to drink, liival pleasures might be encouraged, t^hich would keep 
them sober ; but, alas, whiskey is declared to be good for damp 
and rheumatism, wben"^ drainage and a clean residence are really 
the physical remedies that should be prescribed. 

IV. Comparative chance of life in different classes of the com^ 
munity. ^ 

There is no pro^'eib more generally admitted than that ‘ Death 
is no respecter of persons.’ Mr. Chadwick, however, has drawn 
from the mortuary registers a series of tabular returns, of which 
the following is a single specimen 


No. (»f 
Dpatha. 


Liverpool, 1840. 


1 37 Gentry anil professional persons, &c. . 

1 , 738 Tradesmen and their families . 

5,597 Jiaboureis, mechanics, and servants, &c. 


Average Age 
of Deceased. 

. 35 

. 22 
. 15 


— Again, it is an appalling fact, that, among the labouring classes 
in Manchester, more than fifty-seven out of every hundred die 
before they attain five years of age ! — More than one-half of their 
progeny die within the fifth year of their birth ; while one-fifth 
only of the children of the gentry die v^thin the same period* In 
explanation of such a difference, Mr. Chadwick has annexed to 
his report plans of different towns, showing, by different tints, that 
the localities of the epidemic diseases which raged there are iden-* 
tical with the uncleansed and clos^treets and i^ards occupied by 
the poor. 

Insti*ad of actively searching for the causes which have been 
so fatally shortening as well as embittering^ljlie existence of our 
labouring classes, it has of ]i|yte years iSbihi much the faSihion 
among political economists — who clearly enough saw that this^. 
mortality, from whatever cause it was proceeding, did not affect ^ 
them — ^to adopt the convenient theory that wars, plagues, pesti- 
lence, epidemic disorders, and accidents of every description, 
which cause premature deaths among the poor, are, if it could 
only be satisfactorily explained to them, a ‘ terrible corrective,’ 
kindly ordained by Nature, in order to prevent population ex- 
ceeding the means of subsi^hce. But Mr. Chadwick, s^mding 
forward as the advocate oft '‘Nature and of the poor, denies 
th^ Malthusian doctrine altogether, and produces ac- 

counts taken from the bills of mortality every county in 
England, which certainly appear to pttro that the proportioi^pf 
births to the population is gr^^st where there is the gres^l^t 
mortality-r-and consequently thi^^^stilence or, excessive mortality 
does not diminish the sum total of population ! Our mismanage- 
ment 
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' Ihhent produces disease, atid that makes the gap which N ature 
im:&iediateW labours to fill up. Let us allow as largely as we 
choose for inconsiderate and reckless conduct in individuals — 
still, inasmuch as two things cannot occupy the same space at the 
same time, the young in almost every trad^^and profession of -life 
must unavoidably defer marriage until th^ir seniors vacate by death 
the places of trust and confidence which they have gradually ai- 
, taiued, ^ therefore, as these places linger in the possession 
of the old, the increase of population is proportionably subdued ; 
whereas, on the other hand, if, from avoidable or unavoidable 
disease, the duration of life be so shortened that those loca tenentex, 
who neither increase nor multiply, shall be either partly or wholly 
replaced by those of an age to do both, it evidently follows that 
this description of mortality must produce more births than deaths. 

In fact, even the returns of the deaths, marriages, and births 
among the white population on the west coast of Africa demon- 
strate that, though the mortality there has been as frightful as 
we have described it, the births have exceeded it largely : — for 
instance, in the different districts of this pestilential abode the 
number of deaths (nine-tenths of which were of persons under 
forty years of age) amounjted in 1839 to 241, while in the same 
year the number of bapt^ms was 464, and the number of mar- 
riages 542; indeed it seems natural that young people should 
become reckless of consequences, and regardless of the future, in 
a climate which, by the ravages it is daily creating, appears always 
to be relentlessly Exclaiming tef fhem, ‘ To^morroic you die /’ 

V. Pecuniary burdens created by the neglect of saintary 
measures, 

‘ Tp whatever exteht^says Mr. Chadwick, ‘ the probable duration 
of the life of the working man is diminished by noxious agencies, I 
iPepeat a truism in stating that to the same extent productive power is 
lost; and in the case of destitute widowhood and orpJiaiiage, burdens 
are created and^cast, either on the industrious survivors belonging to the 
family, or an the ^ntributors to the poor’s-rates, during the whole of the 
period of the failure of such ability/ 

It appears that the number of widows chargeable to the poor- 
rates in the year ending Lady-day, 1840, was 43,000, and tbat the 
total tiijmber of orplian children ti^^whom relief was given was 
112,000, Of these it is estimated that 27,000 cases of premature 
widowhoJ^p, and more than 100,000 of orphanage, might be traced 
to removable 

jjjTake one pleasing cxiiitptk of a came remof>ed : — 

^ In one mine/ says Dr. Barhaii|^>* the Dolcoath mine, in the parish 
4>f Camhbriie, in Cornwall, great attention is paid to obviate agencies 
hniurious to miners. Care ia there taken in respect to ventilation 

in 
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in the mines, and the men are healthier than immost other mines; 
there are more old miners. Care is taken for the prefeutioa^pf, ac- 
cidents. Care is taken of the miners on quitting^ the mines : hence, 
instead of issuing on the bleak hill-side, and receiving beer in a shed, 
they issue from their .,jynderground labour into a warm room, where 
wSl- dried clothes are^eady for them ; warm water, and even baths are 
supplied from the steam-fhmace ; and a provision of hot beef-soup instead 
of beer is ready for them in another room. The honour of having made 
this change is stated to he due to the Right Hon. Ij^dy Basset, on the 
suggestion of Dr. Carlyon. We may fairly attribute to the combination 
of beneficial arrangements just noticed that in Dolcoath, where 451 in- 
divhluals are employed underground, only two have died within the last 
three years of miners* consumption; a statement which could not, I 
believe, be made with truth, nor be nearly approached, in respect of an 
equal number [of miners during the same term in any other Cornish dis- 
trict. The sick-club of the mine is comparatively rich, having a fund 
of 1500/.’ 

It appears to be the governing principle of Mr. Chadwic k s 
rcqiort to demonstrate to the public that the welfare of the labour- 
ing poor is identical with that of all other classes — that whatever 
afflicts the former, sympathetically affects the latter — and* con- 
sequently that whenever the poor are brought to an untimely 
grave by causes which are reniovab^le, the community in some 
way or other is sure to suffer retributive punishment for the 
neglect. For example — in corroboration of the evidence already 
adduced, he gives tabular returns, showing the difference in the 
pro])ortions of ages between a depressed and. unhealthy, and a 
comparatively vigorous population: by which it appears that, while 
in a hundred men of the former, there would not be two men 
beyond GO years of age, not eight abovj^ tpO, and not a fourth 
above 40 — in the other population tHece would be fourteen 
beypnd 60, twenty-seven beyond 50, or a clear majority of matuj[;j^ 
age. Now mark one consequence : — % 

‘ Whenever the adult population of a physically depressed district, 
such as Manchester, is brought out on any publio occasion, the pre- 
ponderance of youth in the crowd is apt to strike those who have seen 
assemblages of the working population in districts more favourably 
situated. 

‘ In the course of some inqudpfies under the Constabulary Forc^ Com- 
mission, reference was made t<^’ the meetings held by torchli^t in the 
neighbourhood of Manchester. It was reported that the Im^ consisted 
of mere boys, and that there were scitrCely^^an^ men of mature age 
amongst them. Those of age and ' if %aB stdteil, generally 

disapproved of the proceedings of the lih^ngs, as injurious to the '^rk- 
ing classes themselves. These«^(^er men, we were assured by fteir 
employers, were above the influlice of the‘*‘anarcbical fallaifles which . 
appeared to sway those wild and dangerous assemhlages> . The inquiry ’ 
which arose upon such statements was how it happened the meu of 

mature 
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inmure age, feeling^heir own best interests injured by the proceedings 
of jpmngs^^ortiSi of the working classes-*— how they, the elders, did 
not exercise a restraining influence upon their less-eKpeiieiiced fellow- 
workmen ? On inquiring of the owner of some extensive manufacturing 
property, on which between 1000 and 2000 persons were maintained at 
wages yielding 40s, per week per family, whether he could rely on the 
aid of the men of mature age for the protection of the capital which 
furnished them the means of subsistence ? — he stated he could rely on 
them confidently 47 — hut on ascertaining the numbers qualified for 
service as special constables, the gloomy fact became apparent, that 
the proportion of men of strength and or mature age for such service 
were but as a small group against a large crowd, and that for any social 
influence they were equally weak. The disappearance by premature 
deaths of the heads of families and the older workmen must practically 
involve the necessity of supplying the lapse of staid influence amidst a 
young population by one description or other of precautionary force. 

‘ On expostulating on other occasions with middle-aged and expe- 
ri^ced workmen on the folly, as well as the injustice of their trade 
unions, the workmen of the class remonstrated with invariably dis- 
claimed connexion with the proceedings, and showed that they ab- 
stained from attendance at the meetings. The common expression 
was, they would not attend to be borne down by “mere bojs,” who 
were furious, and knew not what they were about. The predominance 
of a young and violent majoriiy was general. 

‘ In the metropolis the experience is similar. The mobs against 
which the police have to guard come from the most depressed districts ; 
and the constant report of the superintendents is, that scarcely any old 
men are to be seen amongst them, fn general they appear to consist 
of persona between 16 and 25 years of age. The mobs from such dis- 
tricts as Bethnal Green are proportionately conspicuous for a deficiency 
of bodily strength, without, however, being from that cause proportion- 
ately the less dangerously mischievous. I was informed by peace-officers 
that the great havoc at Bristol was committed by mere boys.* 

^ Since the publication of the Report alarming riots have oc- 
curred in the manufacturing districts ; and our readers will 
observe, from the following authentic details, which we have taken 
some trouble to i^btain, howr singularly Mr. Chadwick’s state- 
ment has just been corroborated. 

Ages of the Prisoners for Trial at the fecial Comndssion in Chenhire^ 
Lancashire^ and Staffordshire^ October^ 1 842 ; — 
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This is enough— but it must be kept in mind that these 
prisoners were the their followers were larobahly much 
younger>r 

^Tlie experience of the metropolitan police,* continues Mr. Chadwick, 

* is similar as to the comparatively small proportion of force available 
for public service from such depressed districts. It is corroborative also 
of the evidence as to Ihe physical deteriotanon of their populatioii, as 
well as the disproportion iii respect to age. Two out pf every three of 
tlie candidates for admission to the police force itself are found defective 
in the physical qualifications. It is rare that any one of the candidates 
from Spitalfields, Whitechapel, or the districts where the mean duration 
of life is low, is found to possess the requisite physical qualifications 
for the force, which is chiefly recruited from the open districts at the 
outskirts of the town, or from Norfolk and Suffolk, and other agricultural 
counties. 

‘ In general the juvenile delinquents, who come from the inferior dis- 
tiicls of the towns, arc conspicuously under-size. In a recent examina- 
tion of juvenile delinquents at Parkhurst by Mr. Kay Shuttleworth, the 
great majority were found to be deficient in physical organization. An 
impression is often prevalent that the criminal population consists of 
persons of the greatest physical strength. Instances of criminals of 
great strength certainly do occur ; but speaking from observation of the 
adult prisoners from the towns and the convicts in the hulks, they are 
in general below the average standard ol height.* 

He follows up these statements by some very curious details 
collected fi*om the teachers of the pauper children at Norwood 
^ and elsewhere : — | 

‘ Tile intellects of the children of inferijjr physical organization are 
torpid ; it is comparatively difficult to gain thfeir attention or to sustain it; 
it requires much labour to irradiate the countenance with intelligence, and 
the irradiation is apt to be transient. As they are comparatively 

irritable and bad-tempered. The most expcrieimed and zealous teachers 
l^re gladdened by the sight of well-grown healmy children, which jfre- 
sents to them better promise that their labours will be less difficult and 
more lasting and successful. On one occasion a comparison was made 
between the progress of two sets of children in Glasgow — the one set 
taken from the wynds and placed under the care of one of the most 
skilful and successful infant-school masters; the other a set of children 
from a more healthy- town districti and of a better physical condition, 
placed under the care of a pupil of the master wffio had charge of the 
children from the wynds. Auer a trial for a sufficient time, the more 
experienced master acknowledged the comparative inferiority of his . 
pupils, and his inability to keep them wg to th«f,pace of the better bodily- 
conditioned children.* :^rV ’ 

Our author pithily sums up the. fisult. 

* Noxious physical ag&cics, ^pressing the health and «hodilyiGon- 
dition of the population, act as obstacles to educidion and to moral 

VOL* LXxi. NO. culture^. 
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in abridging^ tlae duration of adult life thpy check the growth 
of abridge the amount of social experience and 

steady moral habit^nthey substitute for a population that aq,pumulate8 
and preserves instruction, and is steadily ^irogressive, a population young, 
inexperienced, ignorant, credulous, irritable, passionate, dangerous, 
having a perpetual tendency to moral as well as physical deterioration.* 

VI* Evidence of the Effects of preventive measures in raisiiuj 
the standard of health and the chances of life. 

The results of measures which have lately been introduced into 
the navy and army, as well as into our prisons, offer indisputable 
evidence of thfe health attainable by simple means. Mr. Chad- 
wick declares that tto descriptions given by Howard of the worst 
prisons he visited in England, come up to what appeared in every 
wynd of Edinburgh and Glasgow inspected by Dr. Amott and 
himself. Now on what principle ran we defend our not applying 
to the benefit of the labouring poor, in as far as we can apply 
them, the measures which we know to have saved so many of our 
soldiers and sailors — which have therefore saved the nation such 
vast sums of money? Above all, what is to be said of the judgment 
of the^^comm unity that makes prodigious efforts to Improve the sani- 
tary condition of its criminals, and apathetically neglects its poor ? 

After giving us a mass of^4rresistiblc evidence as to the actual 
results of increased care in the case of soldiers and sailors and 
the inmates of jails, Mr. Chadwick proceeds to compare the ex- 
pense to owners and tenants of the public drainage, cleansing, 
and supplies of water necessary for the maintenance of health, 
with the expense of sickness— the cost of the remedy w ith the 
cost of the disease. His tables seem to ])rovc that the cost of the 
application of his remedies to one-third (1,148,282) of the inha- 
bited houses in England, Wales, and Scotland, would amount to 
18,401,219/. The ajqmual instalment for repayment of this debt 
ih thirty year’s would amount to 613,374?.; the annual interest; 
commuted at 5 per cent, on the outlay, charged as rent on the 
tenant, would bo 583,644?. Out of this sum, however, the 
cost of supplying every house with water, even at the highest 
charge made by the water companies, namely, 138 pailsful for 
1 Jc?., would, in fact, be a reduction of the existing expenditure of 
labour in fetching water; and many other similar reductions 
should be made from the account. But, without lingering over 
such deteuls, it may be at once stated that the experience of the 
cdect of sanitary the possibility of the reduction of 

sickness in the wowt distrk^^; at least one-third of the existing 
amoilnt; and sickness is no trifle in the mere calculation of 
l^unds, shillings, and pence. VV * 

* cost,* saysMr, Cha4|rick,“'‘of sickness and loss of 

employment 
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employment falls differently in different parts of thCi^ itountry i ^ Vut on 
■whatsoever fund it does fall, it will be a gain to tbe ^eans of 

prevention that fund which is and must needs otherwise continue to be 
more largely applied to meet the charge of maintenance and remedies, 

* Admitting, howeiijer, as a fact the misconception intended to be obvi- 
ated, that the necessary expense of structural arrangements will he an 
immediate charge instead of an immediate ideana of relief to the labour- 
ing classes ; — in proof that they have, in ordinary times, not only the 
means of defraying increased public rates but increased rents, I refer to 
the fact that the amount expended in ardent spirits (exclusive of wines), 
tobacco, snuff, beer, &c., consumed chiefly liy them, cannot be much 
less than from 45,000,000^, to 50,000,000^. per annum in the United 
Kingdom. By an estimate which I obtained from an eminent spirit- 
merchant of the cost to the consumer of the British spirits on which 
duly is paid, the annual expenditure on them alone, chiefly by the 
labouring classes, cannot be less than 24,000,000/. per annum. The 
cost of one dram per w*eek would nearly defray the expense of the 
structural anangements of drainage, &c., by which some of the strongest 
provocatives to the habit of drunkenness would be removed.* 

These are most important statements. Rut still, let it be rejohem- 
bei ed, the labouring poor in our great towns cannot of tliemselves, 
as a class, improve essentially the condition of the localities which 
they occupy. The workman’s location must be governed by his 
work — therefore the supply of house-room for him becomes almost 
inevitably a monopoly : he must not only lake a lodging near his 
work, but lie must take it as it is : he can neither lay on water, 
nor cause the removal of filtli by drainage — in short, he has no 
more control over the external Economy of his habitation than 
of the structure of the street in which it exists. But it is de- 
monstrable that, if the employers of J^feour would but provide 
better accommodation for their labourers, they would receive in 
money and in money’s worth — to speak of no higher considcrair 
fions — a fair remuneration for their expenditure. 

* Wc everywhere find,* says Mr. Chadwick, ' (in contradiction to 

statements frequently made in popular declamations,) that the labourer 
gains by his connexion with large capital : 4n the instances presented 
in the course of this inquiry, of residences held from the employer, wc 
find that the labourer gains by the expenditure for the external appear- 
ance of that which is known t<ibe part of the property — an expenditure 
that is generally accompanied by corresponding internal cOmforts : he 
gains by all the sutrdundihg advantage of goqd roads and drainage, 
and by more sustained and powerful them : he gains by 

the closer proximity to his work atten^^ll*^ such arrangement; and 
he thus avoids all the attacks of disease occasioned by exposure (o wet 
and cold, and the additidnklTati^ue in traversing long distances to and 
from his home to the place Sf jvork, in the damp of early morning or 
of uightfallk The exposure to weather after leaving the place of work 

2h 2 . " ^ is 
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i#*bne *|yolific disease, especially to the )^uttg4 When the 

home ta dear work« the labourer is enabled to take hia 

dinber with hia (thi^^stead of at the beer<^hop. The wife and children 
gain by proximity to the employer’s femily, in motives to neatnesa and 
cleanlinig^s, by their being known and beii^g under observation : as a 
ge|ieral rule^ the whole economy of the cottages in bye-lanes and onN 
of^the^-way places appears to be below those exposed to observation. In 
connexion with pmperty or large capital, the labourer gains iu tlie 
stability of employment, and the regularity of income incidental to oj)C- 
rations on a large scale: there is a mutual benefit also in the wages for 
service being given in the shape of buildings or permanent and assured 
comforts; that is, in what would be the best application of w^ages, 
rather than wholly iu money wages.* 

We must refer to the Report itself for a long array of most 
pleasing examples of the practical truth of these statements. 
Not a few of the great master-manufacturers acknowledged to 
Mr. Chadwick that what they had done from motives of humanity 
fiad turned out, to their agreeable surprise, immensely advan- 
tageous to their own purses. But let us content ourselves with 
what ^lfF stated as to one particular source of evil, and the facility 
of cutting it off by a judicious employer. The example is from 
Leeds : — 

‘ The effects,* says Mr. Fahburn, ‘ produced by payment at the 
public-house arc to oblige the workman to drink. He is kept waiting 
in the public-house during a long time, vatying from two to three 
hours, sometimes as much as five hours. The workman cannot remain 
in the house without drinking, even if he were alone, as he must make 
some return to the landlord for the^use of the room. But the payment 
of a number of meu occupies time iu proportion to their numbers. We 
find that to pay our own men in the most rapid way requires from two 
to tliree hours. The assembled workmen, of course, stimulate each 
other to drink. Out of a hundred men, all of whom will, probably, have 
taken their quart of porter or ale, above a third will go home in a state 
of drunkenness— of drunkenness to the extent of imbecility. The evil 
is not confined to the men ; the destructive habit is propagated in their 
families. At each public-house a proportion of the poor women, their 
wives, attend. According to my own observation, full ten per cent, of 
the men have their wives and children in attendance the public- 
house, The poor women have no other mode of getting money to market 
With on the Saturday night than attending at the publio^liouse to get it 
from their husbands. They may have children whom they cannot leave 
at home, and these they bring with them. The are thus led to 
drink; and they and are made partakers of the ac^ee of 

drunkenness and riOlt 1^1^ tliiiip|Rre not unfrequently quarrels leading 
to fights between the workmen when intoxicated. 

♦ It is only the inforior shopkeepers oi^^kstera who will sell m the 
l^unday morning, and they sell an infen|ffyi^modity at a higher price, 
the Sund6^ morning is tHusf i the husband, some^ 

times 
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tiroes the wife, is kept in a state of feverish cxeitemegt by thetprevhMs 
night’s debauch ; they are kept in a state of hlth the 

face is unwashed j no clean clothes are put on; "there is no cbMreh 
attendance, and no decency. Indeed, by the pressure of the wants 
created by habits of drinking, there is soon no means to purcliaso clean 
or respectable clothes^* and lastly no desire to purchase them. The man, 
instead of cleaning himself, and appearing at church on the Sunday^'hr 
walking out with his family on the Sunday afternoon in a respectable 
condition, remams at home in filth, and in a filthy hovel. 

‘ The workman who Jias been absent from drunkenness comes to his 
work pale, emaciated, shattered, and unnerved. From my own observa- 
tion in my own branch of manufacture, I should say that the quantity 
and quality of the work executed during the first day or so would be 
about one-fifth less than that obtainable from a steady and attentive 
workman. Another consideration for the master is the fact that such 
workmen, the most idle and dissolute, are the most discontented, and 
aie always the foremost in mischievous strikes and combinations.’ 

Now w'hat is Mr. Fairburn’s prescription for these disorders ? 
He sends a clerk into each room in his manufactory immediately 
after dinner-hour on Saturday to pay each man individual Iv/* who, 
by this simple arrangement, is not taken from his work^ half a 
minute. The master thus saves on an average an hour and a half s 
labour of 550 men, which amounts td^OO hours of labour per week ; 
one great cause of non-attendance at church on the Sunday is 
abolished ; and, lastly, not above four or five of his people arrive 
late at their work on Monday morning. 

Let us turn for a moment to the rural regions. Out of many 
of Mr. Chadwick’s witnesses, det us attend to one: — Charles 
Higgins, Esq., Chairman of the Bedford Union, thus describes 
the advantages which have arisen froth an imjgroved description 
of cottages in his vicinity 

‘ The man sees his wife and family more comfortable limn formerly; 
ho has a better cottage and garden ; he is stimulated to industry, and, 
as he rises in respectability of station, he becomes aware that he has a 
character to Jose. Thus an important point is gained* Having acquired 
certain advantages, he is anxious to retain and improve them ; he strives 
more to preserve his independence, and becomes a member of benefit, 
medicaL and clothing societies ; and frequently, besides this, lays up a 
certain sum^ quarterly or half-yearly, in the savings-bank. Almost 
always attendant upon these advantages, we find the man sending his 
children to be rsMlarly instructed in a Sunday, and, where possible^ in^a^ 
daV achoo], and mmsdf and fiimily in their attendance at 

s<>iM place ofiwoi^hip on the 

* A man who comes home to a poOf, comfortless hovel after hk day’s 
kbotii^j and sees all misg^e arodnd him, has bis spirits more often 
depressed than edited 'He feeU that, do his best, be shall be 
miserable stili, k4oo af^to ily for a to jthe ale-. 
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or beer-shj^ Bpt give him the means of making himself com- 
fortahjje^ hjf hia^Jt^diilitry, and I am convinced by experience tliaJi hi 
many cases, he^wM^ail himself of it/ 

Although, id the variegated picture of human life, one can 
scarceljy point out a more striking contrast than between a pale 
drunken labourer zigzaggedly staggering by night from the ale- 
house to his family, and a ruddy sober one rationally enjoying his 
evening at home, yet it is not so very easy to analyse or enumerate 
the invisible filaments which, acting all together like the strands 
in a cable, have in the two cases produced such opposite results 1 

It is not the fresh air the ploughman has been inhaling all 
day which, at the conclusion of his work, has irresistibly 
brought him to his home ; nor is it the appetite which healthy 
labour has created — nor is it the joyous welcome of those rosy- 
faced children who, following each other almost according to 
tlmir ages along the garden-path, have run to meet him at his 
’^qket-gafe — nor jsitthe smiling countenance of his neatly-tlressed 
wife — noic Um homely meal she has prepared for him — nor the 
general cleanliness of his cottage, nor the ticking of his gaudy- 
faced clock, nor the merry antics of his children’s kitten, nor his 

w arm chimney-corner, nor the cheerful embers on his hearth 

no one of these tiny threads is strong enough to draw an ablc- 
bocUed labourer fo his cottage ; and yet, their united influence, 
though still invisible to him, produces tne happy result : in short, 
fresh air creates health, and health happiness. 

On the other hand, it is not the fountain of putrid air which all 
day long has been steaming up from a small gulley-drain in front 
of bis shop tliat causes the workman to spend his evening at the 
alehouse ; nor is it the lassitude of his body or depression of 
spirits produced the want of ventilation in the building — nor is it 

the dust he has been breathing there — nor is it the offensive open 
drain that runs close under his own window — nor is it the sickly, 
uncaptivating aspect of his care-worn wife — nor the neglected, 
untidy appearance of his room— nor the emaciated countenances 
of his i>oor children, who, as if they bad lost the bloom of 
modesty, are lying all huddled together in one bed — nor is it the 
feverish thirst which assails him— nor is it that black, unwhole^ 
some .board nailed by Parliament over the alehouse-door which 
insists that the beer he desires ^ to be dfunk on the premiseB^ 
pr, in other words, that be himself must foe thojptcher that is to 
carry it away-^nor dtondoned immoral associates of both 

sexes which this boat# has Evened for him — — no one of these 
circumstances would be sufficient to m honest workman 

from bis home ; and yet, whent^ ^ sttong 

a pu|} all together/ the i^eir infitiedce. 
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he knows not wky, and^ accordingly, however creaked b^fliis 
path homewards, he, at all events, goes atrafgl|£|^[c 0(^usc» 

Wc have no desire to lecture on the old in ordeV to 

save trouble and reflection, summarily prescribed punishment as the 
natural cure for drunkenness. We trust, however, that the day 
is fast approaching when the attention of our law-makers will 
be directed to the prevention of the evil instead of its cure : fox* 
if it bo true that the sobriety of the labouring classes mainly de- 
pends upon sanitary arrangements on an extensive scale, wliich the 
fiat of Parliament could instantaneously ordain, it certainly does 
appear that, so long as this brjincli of legislation shall con- 
tinue to be neglected, there is reason to doubt whether Parlia- 
ment or the peasant be the most guilty of those cases of drunken- 
ness which mainly proceed from a series of minute causes not re- 
movable by the latter. 

Surely, Mr. Chndxvick’s main remedies — namely, efficient drain- 
age, sewerage, and ablution of towns — come witliin the legitimate 
province of the legislature. Surely, the interior arrangements he 
proposes, such as the ventilation of all buildings in which a body 
of workpeople are assembled, as well as due attention to a series 
of other details conducive to their health, are, to say the least, as 
much within the proper jurisdiction of parliament as the most hu- 
mane* mode of sweeping ^imneys, or the proper thickness of party- 
walls. The health of the nation being nearly synonymous with 
its wealth, it is evident that the labouring power of the British 
people is a machine which it is the duty as well as the interest of 
the State to proteqt. 

In France there has long existed a Board of Health; and who- 
ever has read the Essays of Parent du Chatelet must know of 
w hat vast benefits this institution has been productive. Many times 
has a similar one been recommended and proposed here — but 
there has always occurred some fatal hitch. We need not at 
present enter on the discussion of the difliculties hitherto deemed 
insurmountable. Meantime Mr, Chadwick thinks the machinery 
of the Poor Law Commission might be rendered highly ser- 
viceable ; and his practical proposal is, that in order to establish 
throughout the country an efficient system of sanitary attention, 
there should be appointed" to each district two new superior 
officers, a superintending Physician and a skilful Engineer. 

Mr. Chadwilk truly observes that th^laim to relief on the 
ground of destitution created by sit^essUffiflly propels the medi- 
ca^'hfficer of every unio]^ to the poimVhere the evil is most 

rife, tod where the intervention most called for— nan|cly, 
to the interiojf of the tW sufferer : indeed, it appears that 

ip the metropolis year these officers we^e ^ 

visit 
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v^^l4»000 appltcanls for reliel oii«account of fevor 

alotie. ^’^hS^teS&jMsidered that the number of medical oilers 
attached to tbel^S^uil^ons throughout the (country amounts to 
2300, is evident trhat a searching professional inquiry these 
intelligeiit Agents have power to make, and what opportunities 
they would have of recommending Immediate attention to what- 
ever physical causes of disease they might discover in their daily 
visits to the residenpes of the afflicted. It is equally obvious that 
the relieving officer of the union would, in the mere performance 
of his duty, be able to assist the medical officer in searching out 
removable causes of sickness, by reporting whatever he might 
deem worthy of attention. 

In order, therefore, to carry out this reciprocal assistance, Mr. 
Chadwick proposes that the medical officers of the unions, when- 
ce they visit the residences of the labouring classes, should be 
^j^bired, as^ an extra duty for which they should be properly 
$bmunerated, toei8li(mine, or order to be examined any physical 
and ren^i^le causes which may, in their opinion, have produced 
disease ; and banng done this, to make out a report, specifying 
any nuisances that may require immediate removal — which state- 
ment should then be given to the relieving officer, who should 
thereupon take measures for the removal of the nuisance at the 
expense of the owner of the tenemen^^ unless he, upon notice 
being given to him, forthwith proceeds to direct its removal. 

These preliminary arrangements being effected, the duty of the 
district p&'sician would be to reccavo reports from the medical 
officers of the unions, and to give general supervision to their 
labours, so as to correct any ertor or neglect in their treatment of ' 
the destitute; to inspect from time to time the schools of the 
poor 5 and to visit in person also places of work and workmen’s 
Iqdging-bdUses — ^in this last department advantageously supersed- 
ing the sub^inspectors of factories. 

* It would be found/ says Mr« Chadwick, * that the appointment of a 
supc^r medical officer independent of private practice, to superintend 
these vanous duties, would be a measure of sound pecuniary economy. 
The experience of the navy and the army and the prisons may be 
refeioned to for exemplfflcations of the economy in money, as well as in ^ 
heal^^ and life, of such an arrangement. A portion only of the saving 
from an expenaiyo and oppressive collection of the local rates would 
abti^nely suffice to c^re fm* the public protectioir 
asciis the science of a p^sician, as wcUoartbe sdanGc ^^f la^dia-^ 

trfet engineer. Indew^he rtiSkej now spent in compforatively'^ftig- 
mentitiOUs and unsystematized local med fill service, for the public^ 
would, ff edinbmed us It ipight witho^|j^|||dnc^ on the oecufrened 
of afford advin^es at^e^tt^hS^nPhe cbdntnnalioni 

towns labile of 
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medical officers for inspection of lunatic 
the new unions^ medical inspectors of refcruitij 

granting certificates for children under the pijov^RMf^of the Facto^ 
Act, medical service for the post-nwrlem examinations of bOiUes, tlie 
subject of coroners’ inquests, which it appears from the mortuary, tegisr 
tiics of violent deaths in England amount to between 11,000 and 12,000 
annually, for which a fee of a guinea each is given. These and others 
services arc divided in such portions as only to afford icmuneration in 
such sums as 40Z , bO/., 00/., or 60/. each ; and mjtny smaller and few 
larger amounts,* 

But after all that may justly be said in favour of medical assist- 
ance, Mr. Chadwick evidently considers that the chief physician 
of his sanitary system is the district engineer. We have many 
engineers at work — but no real good can be effected on a large 
scale unless theie be system in the operations, and authority ex- 
tending over more than this or that small object or locality. ^ 

^ In the districts,’ says Mr. Chadwick, ‘ where tl^ greatest delects 
prevail, wc find such an an ay of officers for the superintendi^ce of 
public structures, as would lead to the priori conclusion of a high de- 
gree of perfection in the work, from the apparent subdivision ot labour 
in which it is distiibuted. In the same petty districts we have 
survc)ors of seweis appointed by the commissioners of sewers, sur- 
veyors of turnpike- roads appointed by the trustees of the turnpike- trusts, 
surveyors of highways appolhted by the inhabitants in vestry, or by 
district boards under the Highw^ay Act; paid district surveyors appointed 
by the justice*?, surveyors of paving under local Acts, surveyors of 
building under the Building Act, surveyors of county -bridges, 

‘ The qualifications of a civil engineer involve the knowledge of the 
pi ices of the matciials and labour used in construction, and also the 
preparation of surveys and the general qualifications for valuations, 
which aic usually enhanced by tho extent of the range of diffeient de- 
scriptions of propel ty with which the valuator is conversant. TJm public 
demands for the services of such officers as valuators aie often as mis- 
chievously separated and distributed as the services for the construction 
and maintenance of public works. Thus we have often, within the 
same districts, one set of persons appointed for the execution of valua- 
tions and surveys for the leVy of the poor-rates ; another set for the 
siirvejs and valuations for the assessed-taices ; another for the land-tax ; 
another for the highway-rates; another for the sCwer-rates; another 
for the borough-rates; another for the church-rates; another for the 
county-rates, where parishes n^lect to pay, or ai^ unequally assessed, 
and 4'or extra-paroonial places ; another fox tltb^ commutation ; and 
these ^services are generally badly reatoed sm||tely at an undue 

4; On coni|mring tjho acj^^l^ense of the repairs of roads under 
a scientific highways with the present^ costj 

Mr. ChadWicIt of 50Q,0jlJ0i. - 
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be ,tbat branch of adminbtra^on alone. In the 

^epllection he considers that, by sim|i^ ar- 

r;ni^eii;^pnte^|£pl^ a<^ear might be saved inbne county (Kent), 
sufhdisnl for aefraying the expense of constructing permanent 
draittli'fof upwards of 500 teiiements; and from a vast accu- 
mulation of similar data Mr. Chadwick states, as his deliberate 
opinion, that, by a consolidation of the collection of rates, enough 
might be saved the collection of one local tax — the seweis- 
Hite — to pay the expense of scientific officers throughout the 
country. 

‘ Supposing,’ he says, * population and new buildings for their accom- 
modation to proceed at the rate at which they have hitherto done in the 
boroughs, and Mipposing all the new houses to be only fourth-rate, the 
expense, at the ordinary rate of payment of surveyors’ fees, w'ould be 

C nit 30,000/. per annum for the new houses alone. Fees of half the 
ount required for every new» building are allowed for every alteration 
an old one, the total expense of such stiuctures would probably 
be neafc|®,000f. m the towns alone — an expense equal to the pay ot the 
whole^wpis of Royal ^Engineers, or 240 men of science, for Great 
Britain and tveland. 

^ But at the rate of increase of the population of Great Biitaiu, to 
accommodate them, 59,000 new tenements are required, affording, if 
all%hat have equal need leceive equal care, fees to the amount of no 
leso than from 80,000/. to 1 00,000/. per annum. This would afford pay- 
‘^ment equal to that of the whole corps of sappers and miners, or nearly 
3000 trained men, in addition to the corps of engineers. 

‘ From a consideration of the science and skill now obtained for the 
public from these two corps for general service, some conception may 
be formed of the science and skill that might be obtained in appoint- 
ments for local service, by pre-appointed securities for the possession of 
tlio like qualifications, but which are now thrown away in separate 
k appointments at an enormous expense, where qualifications are entirely 
«?!'«eglected.’ 

If, when our caniage Is broken, we send for the coachmaker 
~if> when our chronometer stops, we send for the wqt^maker, 
and so on, — it surely follows that vfhen patches of fever are 
found vegetating in all directions around ns— when pe$illence of 
our own concocting, like an unwholesome mist, is rising out Of 
burial-grounds, courts, alleys, and cul-de^sac^ of out iaVns, 
^^d out of the undrained portions of the country— and wheil evory 
^parish-purse throughout the kingdom is suffering tin- 

""^hatural number q|>^^dowsjpipd orphans, which, in 00|&ifi|gnce of 
^*"tirese removable causes, it is obli^d by laW to fin 

short, when sanitary measures are ^ ^ 

can surely exist among W tloubt that 

the engincfir. jHKa band O^rofea- 
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sionally most competent to undertake the curc^^^^ long as 
could affect to be ignorant o£ the evils that^pP^ us. ^ wa« 
deemed unnecessary to send for either; day of tbe 

publication of the evidence before us, this esicuse, luce a "pc^nous 
weed plucked from the ground, has been gradually withering. 

Even if the amount of mischief by which we are surrounded 
were a fixed quantity, it surely ought to create among us verf 
serious alarm; but, on the contrary, every day it is becoming 
more and more formidable. The sea-beaten shores of Grei^ 
Britain remain uvialtered — but the population within them is 
already increasing at the rate of 230,000 persons per annum. 
In the year, therefore, that has just closed, people enough to fdl 
a whole county of the size of Worcestershire, or of the North 
riding of Yorkshire, have been poured upon us ; and every pro- 
gressive year the measure of increase will become larger. 

What is to be the result of such an increasing addition to otti^^ 
])opulation it is awful enough, under any circumstances, to con- 
template ; but if e\ery living individual — ^ de mortni$ nisi 
honion — be allowed to continue to pollute the air — our common- 
wealth — as much as he pleases ; if pollution be allofred to con- 
tinue to engender disease — disease, demoralization — and demo- 
ralization, mutiny and rebellion by a young mob — the punishii|pnt 
of our apathy and negligence, sooner than we expect it, may 
become, like that of Cain, greatef than we can hear* 

We cannot take leave of Mr. Chadwick without expresgug our 
high sense of the energy with which he has conducted this all- 
impoi tant investigation, the benevolent feeling towards the poor 
and the sufl'cring which has evidently animated and sustained him 
in his long labours, and the sagacity which distinguishes all his 
leading suggestions. 


Art. VIII. — Lays of Ancient Rome* By Thomas Babington 
Macaulay. 8vo, pp. 191. London. 1842. 

^T'llIS was a bold undertaking, even for Mr. Macaulay : the suc- 
cess is beyond our expectation. Mr. Macaulay’s fine youth- 
ful ballads on our Civil Wars and on the French League-— t^he 
Cavalier ond Roundhead and the Battle of — were still fresl|si 

‘upon our memory: yet we could not witl^l^some apprehen- 
sion lest die should emperil his reputation in the attempt to 
throw back into its old^gj^ form that which has been familiar 
t0 us from history. The task not ifi^rely 

required th«^p0wei^.w^m^|yi;^verse with un^Ugging 
wisij, r8^<l 9^ the, W<1 |&«^stoWV 

‘ sh^met'et- 
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l^racter an| A|^ ridfent which e»s^i1tial to that kind of pCdtry, 
but yet unobttuaive seholarahip^ which' Should 

keep it tniclpB^fieopIc and to the times. Schiller’s beautifid 
bal)a&f^ so^ of the incidents’of Grecian mytholog;y and history, 
thouH^'^^iethaps correct in all their allusions, have still something 
of the rellective lone of modem poetry ; but Schiller did not 
give them as remains of Grecian song. In Mr. Macaulay’s case 
dm self-deniai WM harder : he had absolutely t6 reject everything 
ijfeich might notina# struck the popular eye, have cloven to the 
pbpular ear, or stirred the popular heart m the earliest days of 
Rome, Nor is this task to be achieved by pedantic faithfulness 
of costume : witness in this respect the difference between Walter 
Scotl and hif inntators, the latter far more sedulously correct 
in their anliquarianism, but, by that very elaborate correctness, 
constantly betraying that their knowledge is got up for the occa- 
truthfulness must flow from copiousness of knowledge, 
long^be^^te w|^ted into the mind, and ready to suggest itself spon- 
taneo^l^^lhen wanted — not to be sought out, or transferred from 
a commm^kce-bCok, with a dull and servile appeal to authority. 

In thesc^ay^ we are now and then disturljed by too close a 
reminiscence of some of the fam^ar turns of our own ballad or 
poetry, the tone and cadence of which it was perhaps impos- 
sible to avoid ; but the metre— if metre it may be called — of the 
JSatumian verses of the old minstrels of Rome, seems really to ha\e 
mfkd a strong similarity and relationship with ouiT own, and with 
alinoslM^ll other rude poetry. What we least approve under this 
head ar^ one or two spirited and effective, but direct, imitations uf 
a very peculiar march of Marmion— that hurried tempestuous re- 
duplication, so characteristic that it was more than any blUer 
feature aimed at in James Smith’s capital parody. 

Mr. Macaulay, as may be anticipated, adopts to Jts utmost 
bxtent the hypothesis that the early Roman history grew the 
popular poetry. Niebuhr assigns to Perizonius* the first bint 
of this theory, which his own authority has gone far to establish 
as the general opinion among' almost all recent writers of Roman 


♦ Has Mr. MacauUV} ^ fcrtvpt nothing, quite forgotten oqe Butlef^ uti- 
questiOBably the who allo(&s to JUmnan httfs? 

^ ‘ F6r as the aldermet^ of Upme, 

Theii foe* at trainujg overcome, 

Aiwl 'iriot enlarging territory, 

Mmiorne mii&ken Virrite in atory,) 

Bei^ movalaf ia their 
U|^o)i a oar, and who h«y* “ "" 

And folibw’d with a 
tyho tnenqp ditties i 

part line 595. 

history. 
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hisjoty. Mr, Macaulay's remaij^bly lucid ^n<l f ogj^ Ie slatemup.t 
of ttu^ ibcory is hkely to gain some proselytei^^Pi| majr haVcf 
been perplexed, rather than convinced, by abstms^ 

reasonings of Niebuhr, or hardened into disbejSlPDy tb^ t|icta'* 
torial tone which he, in the full conviction of his own s^l^rior 
acquaintance with the subject, and of its irrefragable truth, thought 
that he might justly assume. The illustrations from the English 
and Spanish chroniclei s of the manner in which poeftry passes into 
history appear to us extremely happy, anc^^vySl tempt us hei^ 
after to jiresent them to our readers. This question of the poetic 
origin of the early Roman history, we would remind our readers, 
is very diHerent from that of its utter uncertainty, as shown by 
Beaufoit, Levesque de Pouilly, and other wri|;^rs. The theory 
is conservative rather tliau destructive. It tends at least to invest 
these old stories in the dignity of some kind of truth, rather than 
to leave them in tlie neglected rubbish of mere fable, . !« 

The philosophic historian of the present day i^l not venture 
to disdain even mythic history, the move imagintitive .pf the 
poetic annals of nations. But there is a gicat difference ne!tween 
mythic and heroic legend : Niebuhr himself has poirited this out 
n ith his usual sound discrimin|ition. The inventive faculty has a 
very different oflice in the religious allegory or mytliological 
legend of the priest and the epic song of the popular bard. OTily 
a small portion of the early Roman history is absolutely mythic — 
the birth of Romulus and Remus, the apotheosis of Romulus, tbe^ 
intercourse of Niima with the nymph Egeria. We should reluc- 
tantly yield up the real personality either of the foundetf or the 
lawgiver. In this border-ground between the mythic and the his- 
toric, it is the sunset of the religious legend which sheds its 
glowing colouring over the reality of Ufe^ rather than the thin and 
incorporeal impersonations of the myth which harden into actual 
and sensible existence. Almpst oU the rest, however, of the unhis’*' 
toric period of Roman tradition is that popular poetry which has 
its groundwork in truth. 

This poetry is not purely inventive; it selects, embellishes, 
aggrandizes incidents and characters : it smTcnders itself in the 
first place to that insuperable tendency to depart from sober 
truth incident to all poets— the insatiate desire of seizing and 
making the most of the poetic element, the sublime, the striking, 
the pi^uresquG, the pathetic ; of discardhig the mean, the trivi^ 
the infective ; of dwelling solely and effusively upon thaf 
which ^ould arrest the ear ancTihamtdm the mute attention 
ot an enthltiUed audien^^i^^sides this, appealing to, living on 
popular pas^ioipi^ii^ instinct^ itself with passion ; 

It tvuhld be honest flatterer, of family , 
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It would be i^atrician or plebeian, a^prding^ 
nee in the halls of the great or the sWets of 
^e all, it would be national-i^Roman. It would 
of valour, and magnify tliem to the utmost height 
[itic eredulity: if it ever touched on the sad string of 
defeat and shame, it would dignify public disaster by individual 
^eats of self-devotion and glory. So long as the poets were the 
sole chronicles, would be the history ; and history grounded 
.^if iiQt entirely,^^^k> a great extent — on such authorities, would 
'^preserve this peciflMr character. Where, as in the case of our 
own poetic historian, Shakspeare (the historian from whom most 
us take our earliest and almost indelible impression of many of 
the reigns of^pur kings), the poetry is drawn from the chronicle, 
it is far more free and impartial : it is when it alludes to the poet’s 
own times, to Elizabeth or James, that it condescends to flatter). 
JB^t^p^^ar poetry, we conceive, would never be absolutely 
*crealiire*i^It W^^d never celebrate the feats of an imaginary 
warrio#>, ff plunge its heroes into an ideal warfare. Reckoning, 
as he has fuU right to do, on a very large amount of credulity in 
his readers — on an almost insatiable inclination to believe all 
which is within the bounds of probability — the popular poet would 
swiJl num|)ers, always loosely calculated in early stages of society, 
magnify exploits, centre on one the feats of many, be careless of 
jfctes, and even be guilty of anachronisms ; where the scenes are 
4emote, be legardless of fidelity of local description. The produc- 
tion, however, would still be history, though in a poetic form, and 
wanting the indispensable requisites of trustworthy annals. The 
facts might be so disguised as almost to cease to be facts — the 
p#sonages so out of proportion to the space which they actually 
lilled as to give the most erroneous impressions of the times. 
Truth and fiction in these legends are indeed so subtilely inter- 
woven, so incorporated with each other, that the most acute 
discrimination will hardly separate the otic from the other. Now 
and then the poetic dress may be so loosely throwtv over the 
transaction, that it will almost fall oflT of itself. Here and there 
fine philosophical discernment may discover where the reality 
ceases and the licence o£ the |ioet begins. But in general we 
must rest coritent with the axiom, an axiom which we think is 
almost invariable, that the ballad-poet takes his subject from real 
Xife— that there ik Some groundwork of truth in all ^cjf^ns : 
he will be a witness^ therefore, whom History will by no means 


djsdiainfully reject, but whose testimony 
tp rules of evidence altogether pec|^ 
Uhdefii^le circuirCstances of the d 
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region of Utter darkness and confusion, in wfech it se|me<l alraoA 
conde^ticd to lie^ emerges into a region, not clear ana 

distinct dajlight, but peopled with real forms, tbowp^en through 
a kind of rich and glowing haze, which disturbs taSr propot^nSi 
and brightens or darkens their real lineaments, Beforflwow- 
ever, it is either rescued from or surrendered to this intermediate 
state, the two questions naturally occur — what evidence have we 
that this poetry, which thus assumes a right to tak6 the place of 
hibtory, ever existed in Rome ; and if it e^t^tld^^so copious, so 
various, so dear to all popular associations, as tt must have been-— 
liow came it to perish so absolutely and so entirely as not to leave 
a trace, at least a distinct and undeniable trace, behind it ? 

On the' fust point, Mr. Macaulay urges, of covyrse, the universal 
prevalence of tliis poetic history — the actual or faiHy presumed 
existence of this popular ballad poetry in all nations at a 
certain stage of civilisation. Even Mr. Macaulay s mcilgSory hdSifi' 
not exhausted the illustrations which might be ad^uc^ ’'of^this 
almost uneriing law of our intellectual developmeht itut if from 
the stcj)j)cs of Tartary to the shores of Peru — if in vMbus de- 
grees of excellence from the inimitable epics of H6iner to the 
wild ditties of the South Sca^ islanders — scarcely any nation or 
tribe is without its popular songs, is it likely that Rome al^o 
should have been barren, unimaginative, unmusical, without its 
sacred bards, or — if its bards were not invested in religious sanc- 
tity — without its po])ular minstrels ; Rome, with so much to kindle 
the imagination and stir the heart; Rome, peopled by a race 
necessarily involved in adventurous warfare, and instinct with 
nationality, and with the rivalry of contending orders.^ In Rome 
everything seems to conspire which in all other countries, in all 
other races, has kindled the song of the bard. When, therefore, 
we find the history as it is handed down to us, though obviously^ 
having passed through the chill and unimaginative older chro- 
nicle, still nevertheless instinct with infelt poetry, can wc doubt 
vvl^re it had its origin ? ^ 


‘ The early history of Rome,* observes Mr. Macaulay, ‘ is indeed far 
more poetical than anything else in Latin literature. Tho loves of the 
Vestal and the God of War, the cradle laid among the reeds of Tiber, 
the fig-tree, the she-wolf, the shepherd’s cabin, the recognition, the 
fratricide, the rape of the Sabines, the death of Tarpeia, the fall <;)f 
Hostutt Hostilius^ the struggle of Mettus Curtius through the maraji, 
the women rushing with torn raiment and dishevelled hair between ^ 
their fhtbers and their husbands, the nightly meetings of Numa and the 
Nympfi % the well in the Hgred groye, the fight of the three Romans 

■ le of the Sibylhne books, the crime of 
: Brutus, the and^uous reply of the 
th§.^o;ftg4i of .a, the heroio 

actions 
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Ae lioiife of Horatitts Codes, of Scfietola, and of Clodio.) the battle of 
frogiUus yroi^ Castor and PolIux» the fall of Cremefli, tlie 

torching sto|^f£l0riolattu8, the still more touching story of Vlit^nia, 
the wild leg^^ahout the diuining of the Alban lake, the combat be- 
l fwe^ Valerius Corvus and the gigantic Gaul, are among the many 
iustanees which will at once suggest themselves to every reader. 

^ In tho narrative of Livy, who was a man oi fine imagination, these 
l*storic| retain much of their genuine character. Nor could even the 
^tasteless Dionysius di<^ort and mutilate them into mere piosc*. Tlic 
^poetry shines, in spile of him, through the dreary pedantry of his eleven 
, "books. It is discernible in the most tedious and in the most superficial 
modern works on the early times of Rome. It enlivens the dulness of 
, the Universal History, and gives a charm to the most meagre abridg- 
ment of Goldsmith.^ — pp. 5, 6. 

Of these jSissages some few are mythic, and belong rather to 
the legendary lore of the priesthood ; but others demand, as it 
tWere, a popular poet for their author : for m them, though the 
primary facts may be, and^'^we think doubtless are, histoi ic, the 
form, the acceisary incidents, the whole tone and cast, seem essen- 
tially poetic. It ma} be said, indeed, that this earlier and half- 
barbaric stAte IS in itself more poetical than a moie regularly 
organized community, and that therefore its genuine history is of 
n^cssity of this more imaginative character. Poetry dwells on 
the individual : the sympathies of man are towards man. not men 
in general; and Poetry, which knows and feels its strength to he in 
^iSiwakening these sympathies, delights in times when the individual 
is more prominent in valour, in subtlety, in power, even in suffer- 
ing and ip crime. The personal adventures of the king, or the 
vrarrior — (who owes perhaps his kingship or his chieftainship to 
bis personal character and prowess) — are more intimately known 
aod interest more profoundly the tribe or lace: the insult, the 
wrong, the virtue of a noble woman, or even of any woman who 
commands respect or sympathy — the Lucretia or Virginia — 
l^preads at once through the whole people ; and the poet, instead 
* of having to create, has only to keep up the cxcitement-^h^ echo 
the general voice, rather than be himself that voice. A single 
combat, at this state of half-savage warfare, there can be no doubt, 
often decides a battle ; and a single combat of itself is move 
|)oeiieal (as concentring the interest on an individual, whom the 
imagination can picture forth in living distinctness^ than a general 
battle, where all is confusion, and where there is nothing indi- 
^ual on which the mind can rest. The sister-art, ^ jks in 
Borgognonc's battles, may illustrate thii In some its^^d of 
instances, according to the our observations, 

it is not in the incident itself, but in in wMch it is told 

naked fact, but in which it is 



ftttd the poetry. What is 
of ^ narrow atid almost iinappioachaWe bridf^^feeit^^ 
army> by three brave men, who, when the bS^pFis brok^Ilii|» 
behind them, swim the stream ? Is it pnmd facte unhi|^ib that* 
a haughty prince should ravish the wife of one of his subjects, atad 
the woman, in her agony an<l m her shAme, should sl^y herself? 
or that such a crime should be the immediate stirring impulse 
induce a bold people fo throw off a tytanni<s^l)oke? Still, how- 
evei, thcie is every appearance that the^ atones have passed 
thiough a poetic state. We might, indeed, have suspected that 
the i>oet Li\y (and m some qualifications Rome has hardly had 
a gicatei poet) may have bicathcd this \mf>ing change O'^er the 
old legends of Roman gloiy but it is manifeg|^ that, i| most 
cases, his fine imagination has only seized the more poetic \ersion 
of tl e separate incidents , much of the picturesque, the dram^ic, 
was already before his day absolutely incorporated witfe the le^i^d, 
and bad become an msejiaiable part of it. ^ 

All this IS more lemailvable, fiom its striking contij^ if there 
AAas almost fioin the first what we will \enture to, call a stiong 
prosaic element in the Roman lustoiy We cannot but thmk~ 
and no one who icads the first pait of Waclismuth’s work 
with attention will lefuse to agiec with us — that them was^Ote 
documcntaiy history, more of lecoid (imperfect indeed and fiag- 
mentaiy, but still authentic) in the religious books, the laws, i^e 
inscriptions, md even the tieaties of the earlier ages, extan^t 
the time of the eaily chiomclers, oi even of the later historians, 
ihaii 1$ at pi esont commonly supposed I f the fall of the Taimims 
and the wais of Porsena aie deeply tinged with poetry,"^, the 
Ser>ian cousUtution is plain legal piosc E\enif, like somef bf 
the pld laws Ui Greece and in the East> we can suppose that all 
thb old constitutional law was wiitteu in metre — if, as appeal 
probifble, many of the common forniulaiies of justice retained 
metrical cadence — they aie no less zn direct oppositioit with 
thb character of the more poetic histoiy. They havb 

nothing of poetiy; except, peiliaps that they may show that 
Rome is no exception to the general law that verse is earlier than 
uprose, that all nations in the first stage of cmliSatlon employ 
pufubers m, order to enfix upon the popular raehiory that whiA^m 
to be of <,omutou and tci be treasured m the popular 

made these obseivations as briefly as possible, mefefy 
i^^j^patipn of an objection which has occurred to us, and iMy to 
^ tfie\mp| ol| |Mlitv that a people so early prodisppaed 

fO historio truth m aj|my form should yet lend itself so eaily to 
o|.aiOt>lfcgetoy. Thp iwetical 
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larger of history becomes under the^ 

^[^Stances evfsp^i^ore unaccountable, if it had not a jioeticl 
The evidetnse of the existence of this bal}#^ poetry in liter 
Ifiqriters h Oer^ahtly soui«what scanty. That there was some poetry, 
poetry— solemn verses and other religious songs, 
soiags &ung by young men at banquets, in celebration oi the 
^great^tef old is clear, among other passages, fiom the con- 
temptuous taunt of^nnlus against his rhal Nsevius, for adhering 
to the antiquated measures of the Fauns and the Bards, and fiom 
Jthe stropgly-expressed regret of Cicero that none of these pane- 
gyrical songs had Come down to his day. Mr. Macaulay lias 
rescued another of the most direct of these testimonies from gra\ e 
suapi^n. N^l^buhr himself quotes Dionysius of Halicarnassus 
as aais^tiiig that some of the old songs, those relating to Romulus 
and the foundation of Rome, were sung lu his day — 

” 4ZiSf tv rot^ xaTptoic v>iNte vfTO PwjtxaiteH' en vvv ^Serai. 

It always “^^^7 unaccountable that, either by good 

fortune ^ hj industry, the dry Greek anticjuanan of the age of 
Augustus should discover poetry in popular use, most likely in 


us spoke as almost out of 
>nably had never heard a 


an antiquated dialect, of which 
date^ and of which Cicero unq 
lifte. ^ Mr. Macaulay, however, has perceived that Dionysius cithei 
translated the precise words, or, at furthest, paraphrased the Ian* 
H^e, of Fabius Pictor, one of the earliest of the Roman annalists; 
aWthus what appeared to be a loose and incredible statement of 
Dicmysius becomes a very valuable and trustworthy evidence. 

« cannot refrain from introducing Mr. Macaulay s happy 
lustrations of the manner in which this popular poctiy, by a 
lOatural transmutation, becomes history 

‘ “ History,'* says Hume, with the utmost gravity, “ has preserved 
SUkne instances of Edgar's amours, from which, as from a specimen, use 
umy form a conjecture of the rest.” He then tells very agreeably the 
itories of Elfleda and Elfrida ; two stones which have a most stispicious 
air of romance, and which, indeed, greatly resemble, in their general cha- 
racter, some of the legends of early Rome. He cites, as nis authority 
fox these two talee, the chronicle of WiUmm of M^mesbury, who lived 
iq the time of King Stephen. The great majority of readers suppose 
^at the device by which Elfieda Was substituted for her young mistress, 
the artifice by which Athelwold obtained the hand of Elhida, the de^ 
tection artifice, the hunting pUrty, and the vengeaude 

;^^^erous king, are thin^ about which there is n^^ote doubt than 
Nfce mcecution of AnUe Boleyn, or the slitting or Sir John (Jovi 
But, when we turn to Wiliam ^Jitftnesbut^y, we 



le, l|a bis eti|$nieeB to reMte tfiese p! 
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bujj; he gives us distinct notice that he does ndt ||^rant their 
aw^at they rest on no better authority than that qf^Uads* 

♦Such is the nay in whioh tliese two well-known tales have been 
handed dow^n. They originally appeared in a poetical fomi» Tliey 
found their way frohi ballads mlo an old chronicle. The ballads jpe- 
rished ; the chronicle remained. A great historian, some centunes after 
the ballads had been altogether forgotten, consulted the chronicle. He 
was stiuck by the lively colouring of these anci|nt fictions: he trans- 
ferred them to his pages ; and thus we find inserted, as unquestionable 
facts, m a narrative whi(ih is likely to last as long as the Engiiah tongue,« 
the inventions of some minstrel whos^ works were probably never com- 
mitted to writing, whose name is buried in oblivion, and whose dialect 
has become obsolete. It must, then, be admitted to be ][mssible, or rather 
highly pi obable, that the stories of Romulus and Remus, aniPof the 
Horatii and Curiatii, may have had a similar origin. 

‘ Castilian literature will furnish ^s with another parallel 
Mariana, the classical histonan of Spam, tells the story of ill-starred 
marriage which tlie King Don Alonso brought aboulr^ hetw^bn the heirs 
of Carrion and the two daughters of the Cid. The Cid llj^towed a 
princely dower on his sons-in-law. But the young men were base and 


proud, cowardly and cruel. Tjiey were tried in danger, and found 
wanting. They fied before th^lHoors ; and once, when a Jipn broke out 
of his den, they ran and crouched m an unseemly hiding-place. They 
knew that they were despised, and took counsel how they might be 
avenged. They parted from their father in-law with many signs of Iqvq. 
and set forth on a journey with DofVa Elvira and DoUa Sol. In a 
tary place the bridegrooms seized their brides, stripped them, scourged 
them, and departed, leaving them for dead. But one of the house 
Bivar, suspecting foul play, had followed them in disguise. The ladies 
were brought back safe to the house of their father. Complaint waa 
made to the king. ’ It was adjudged by the Cortes that the dower given 
by the Cid should be returned, and that the heirs of Carrion, together 
with one of their kindred, should do battle against three knights of the 
party of the Cid. The guilty youths would have declined the combat ; 
but all their shifts were vain. They were vanquished in the lists, and 
for ever disgraced, while their injured wives were sought in marriage by 
great pi^es. 

* §ome Spanish writers have laboured to show% by an examination of 
dates and circumstances, that this story is untrue. Such confiitatiou 
‘ was surely not needed ; for the narrative is, on the f«we of it, a romance^ 
How it found its way into Mariana*s history is quite clear. He 
knowledges his obligatit^ns to the old chtonicles ; and ha4 

bun th^ Cbros^qa del Famoso Cavallero Cid Ruy Dies Oaupk 
which had bCMti printed as, early 9 ^ the year 1552. He litfte 
ell the m^^ktng^^ageain this chronicle Vrere odjjpd 
of the ItLUgttaga #d 

bu^ which ifcwed with no caCfifiunon 
|>«^n ofEiim Yet such was lite fact. w 

century aiiS i b^tlf MarMiia|^l^jpra)|d[ 


[t fact. 




wMcli one ittiper^ct copy on parchment, four hundred yew o&^ad 
been preserver at Biver, was forthi first time prated. Theiiwwas 
fymtd every iuteresting circumstance <^f the story of the heirs of 
6y Jhj eloquent Jesuit from a song of which he had 
tiei?4r hearaT^ma whicK was coinposed by a minstrel whose very name 
had loi:|||L l>een forgotten/ — pp. 31 -36."' 

» Ho^ then> did this tloman ballad poetry so lUtterly perish that 
no vestige should stai'Vive ? Mr. Macaulay suggests the ordinary 
causes of decay — change of manners^ of tastes, the complete domi- 
l^Ion of theGredan over the Roman mind, the misfortune that no 
patriotic or poetic antiquarian rose in time> no Percy or Walter 
Scott, to search out and to record the fragments of old song, whicli 
were dying ou#upon the lips of the peasantry and of the people. 
There are, however, peculiar ti> Rome, some causes of the total ob- 
of this hind of naturalj^cord which may also seem worthy 
of consideration. The Gre^m'ballad poetry, the Homeric (dis- 
tinguished, in Mffc Macaulay’s language, from all other ballads, 
and, indMd, from almost all other human compositions, by tran- 
$cendant merit), had an inestimable advantage besides its other 
inimitable excellences. At the timqj, of its earliest, undoubtedly 
of its most^mplete, developmen^lti the Iliad and Odyssey, the 
wonderfully and naturally musical ear of the Greeks had perfected 
that most exquisite vehicle of epic song^ the hexameter verse. From 
||jpmer t(» Nonnus this verse maintained its prescriptive and un- 
queslioned right to be the measure of heroic and narrative poetry. 
None, indeed, could draw the bow like the old bard ; but e\en lu 
their conscious feebleness the later poets hardly ever ventured to 
^^nnovate on this established law of epic song. Tlie Saturnian \ cTse 
* Was the native measure of Roman, or rather of Italian poetry. 
This Saturnian verse was unquestionably very rude, and, if we are 
to trust the commentator on Virgil, only rhythmical. t ^When, 
therefore, Ennius naturalized the hexameter in Latin poetry, it is 


no wonder that all eyes were turned on the noble stranger, who 
at once received the honours of a citizen, and from that time was 
ekablisbed in supremacy over Latin as w ell as Greek naiTativc 
Mptry. In this verse Ennius himself embodieil all the early 
l^^orytFf I fragments of 

his which, though yet indulging in cOrtain licences which 

, werei^prq^ed by Vir^ and' the la^er writers^'^ has soine bpes of 
• yery free now and cadence, to the few ^^rman verses wlj^h 


Vfe pseami copy this slludon to 
dSai Hy. Fmo msy day f oH 
unw-i^ wkieh ap^ared many ytsW airo^laB 
^ tbs Cam|KSulor. " [ M 

tnetro compta ad ryfbniaiilW 




arlvblM venwa # <}t, 
« 05 >i»pirt^o}|w»« uSsHiwif 

mtviifk 



463 


, MajcooUy’^J* of^Anoient Bo ne, 

1 I « 

survive from tbe Prmic War of his riVal Na'viuSi am! Hrfe shall not 
wonder that the Roman ear became fastidious and cUstastefii^f 


native melodies. The ballads, if they had still survived in 
common curiency, were superseded by the new and more popular 
poetic history of Ennius The Saturnian verse was abandoned 
to farce and popular satire ; though even satire sooW began td set 
up for a gentleman, and, with Lucilms, to speak in hexameters 


The Atellan farces (pantomimes in dialogue, according t#our use 
of the M ord, not that of the classic WTiters) ^wero still true to the 
featuiman measure. But the Atellan farces were Italian, not 


pi opeily Roman, entcrUiinments ; they were, perhaps, prigmally 
m the OibCau dialect; and whether or not they learned to speak 
Lalm befoie they migrated to Rome, they were then taken up 
by popular poets, Pomponius and Novius, an(^ became one of 
the regular amusements of the people.* ^ 

But piobably the most extensively^ operative cause of the rapid 
cvtinction of the Roman popular1||^etry was the dissolution ^ the 
Roman people The old plebeian families v^|;uch survived had 
become a pai t of the aristocracy. As they had attaine^^and either, 
like Ciceio, had struggled upwards into the higher rftnk, or had 
leached it by less honourable courses, whichever side they might 
take in the great contest the senate and the democracy, 

they assumed patiician manncis, tastes, and habits. "" Except here 
and theie some sturdy Maudatox tempoiis acti,’ some rough Cato, 
w ho affected the old lepublican manners, they belonged to that class 
winch had suirendeied itself —which prided itself on its sifrApip'' 
del —to Gieek influences. If family pride was still Roman in its 
1 cminiscences, if it delighted to lecall its ancestral gloriesi it 
would disdain the ludc old verse, and content itself with tbo 


chionirles which had now assumed the more authentic tone of 


history It would appeal to more authoritatiYe public records, 
or private archives. The man of rank w6uld be ashamed or 
afraid m a more piosaic age of resting the fame of his ancestors, 
or the truth of bis genealogy, on such suspicious testimonies! 
Cicero might have taste and vvisKlom enough to regret the loss of 
these ancient songs, both as poetry and as trustworthy records of 


former times ; but in his day they had entirely, and, it should 
seem, long, vanished from the more refined banquets of the h^her 
classes • they found no place among the gorgeous magnificence of 
the Luculh, or the more enervating luxuries of the CJodii. ^ 

If, then,* they Imgered anywhere, they would be oh ihe lij& and 

■ ' A y '■ — — — 

Satunuttli wsa common no of all r\ide itallcf verse 

in dialects. found it m tbe Umbrian in^ct^ons 

^ Euvu^ niy^P | f t> a iTrcatiae de Fabults Atelkuiif PK S, 
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10 ilbe liearis the Roman people. But where were the Roman 
pe^le? where was that stern, and frugal, and stronglj -Datmnsil 
j^leheian rftce, which so long maintained the Roman cWact^^f 
order, virtue, freedom; and which, if factious and unruly, was 
factious for noble ends, and unruly in defence or assertion of its 
rights? In city there was, as there always had been, a popu- 
lace, which from the first, to a great extent, was not of Roman 
descent, mechanics and artisans, the clients of the wealthy — 
now swelled in numb^s, and, though always held in low estima- 
tion, debased in character by the constant influx of strangers, not 
merely from Italy, but from remoter regions. This half-foreign 
population was maintained in a kind of insolent pauperism by 
largesses of corn and other provisions, and by the distributions of 
the wealthy with ooUtical views. This hybrid and shifting race, 
largely formetl of enfranchised slaves and men of servile descent, 
would be but precarious and treacherous guardians of national 
song^ probably in an antiquqj^fl||||dialect ; they would keep up the 
old Italic licence (so indelible, it should seem, in the Italian cha- 
racter) of poetic lampoon and pasquinade: any old traditions 
which heightened the fun and the revel of the Saturnalia might 
live among them : they would wdgpme, as we have seen, the 
low and farcical dramatic entertaisjU^ts ; but their cars would 
be unmoved, #nd their hearts dead^ tb the old stirring legends of 
the feuds and factions, the wars of neighbouring tribes, and the 
heroic deeds of arms of the kings or of the early republic The 
welf»known anecdote of Scipio .^milianus may illustrate the un- 
Roman character of this populace of Rome. When the mob 
raised a furious clamour at bis bold assertion of the justice of the 
^leath^of Tiberius Gracchus, ^Silence, ye step-sons of Italy! 
What ! shall' I fear these fellows, now they are free, whom I 
myself have brought in chains to Rome ? ’ These w ere the ope- 
ratives (opera?) who flocked indeed, not merely from the work- 
shops of Rome, but from all the adjacent districts, to swell 'the 
turbulent rabble of Clodius.* 


The territoiy of Rome, the demosne-lands formerly cultivated 
' by Roman ritlxeils, in which resided the strength of the Roman 
people, had been ^adoally drained of the (tee population. For 
seveifal^ centuries it had filled the legions, and those legions 
had^ai!diieved the conquest of the world. But that conquest was 
not woii^ enormous loss. The best blood of the Homan 

people* ha^^'^fertilised the earth, aljtnosi Euphrates to 

the, WeStem Ocean, The veterims who received 
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portiotiments of land, but more frequently in remote 
It^j^ the actual Roman territory, therefore, that in trhich^lhe 
ololloman language was the native dialect, and in which might 
survive tliat Roman pride which would cherish the poetic re- 
miniscences of Roman glory, was now, for the most part, either 
occupied by the rising villas of the patricians, or by the large 
farms of the wealthy, and cultivated by slaves. Tl^ home- 
stead, from whence a Camillus issued to rescue his country from 
the Gauls, ma;y now have become a workhoiS^ie, in which crouched 
the slaves of some Verres, enriched with provincial plunder, or some 
usurious knight ; a gang of Africans or Asiatics may have tilled the 
field where Cincinnatus left his plough to assume the consular 
fasces. For centuries this change had been gradually going on ; 
the wars, and even the civil factions, were continuilly wasting away 
the Roman population ; while the usurpation of wealth and pride 
was as consUinlly keeping up itsy^w aggression, and filling up 
the void with the slaves which ^^dk*ed in with every conquest. 
The story of Spartacus may tell how large a"^part of the luial 
population of Italy was servile; and probably thd? nearer to 
Rome, in the districts inhabited hy the genuine Roman people, 
the change (with some et^ptions) was most complete: the 
Sabine valleys might retam some of the old rotigh hereditary 
virtues, the hardihood and frugality ; but at a distance from the 
city it would be their own local or religious traditions which would 
live among the peasantry, rather than the songs which had been 
current m the streets among the primitive commons of Rome. 

I'hus, both in city and in country, had died away the genuine old 
Roman people ; and with them, no doubt, died aw ay the last ecHo 
of national song. The extension of the right of Roman citizen- 
ship, the diffusion of the pride of the Roman name through a 
wider sphere, tended still more to soften away the rigid and ex- 
clusive spirit of nationality ; and it was this spirit alone which 
would cling pertinaciously to that which laboured under the un- 
popularity ol rudeness and barbarism. The new Romans appro- 
priated the glories of the old, but disregarded the only contempo- 
rary, or at least the earliest, witnesses to those glories. The 
reverse of the fate of the Grecian heroes happened to those, of^ 
Rome— the heroes lived, the sacretl bards perished* 

It is time, however, to close these desultory observations on a 
subject by no mean^ exhausted, and to turn to Mr* MacauHy’s 
imaginary lays. * first, and, we think, on the whole the 
UpSe defence of bridge the Tiber, by Horaliws Coeles, 
the army POt qtute agree wilh^Mr. 

Macaulay in poe^O origin to tM$ legend : we think 

it mote j^nsisteur^Sill^allad poetry to consider it die poeik 

version. 
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i>eTfi07i of real fact. Mr. Macaulay^ as will be seen^ endows 
blifplebeiliDi bard with a fine eye for the picturesque, as w^l as 
with famiHar local kndWlecjge of the Etrurian cities Trom wttch 
the tilly of the Tarquins sutnmons hfs confederates. 


*The hoi semen and the footmen 
Are pouring in amain 
From man} a stately market place ; 

From many a fiuitful plain ; 

From many a lonely hamlet, 

^ Whieh, hid by beech and pine, 

Like an eagle’s nest, hangs on the crest 
Of purple Apenuine ; 


From lordly Volaterr®, 

Where scowls the far-famed hold 
Piled by the haud^l^, giants 
For godlike iSSPof old ; 

From seagirt Populoqi^ 

Whose sentinels descry 
Sardinia’s snov^'^ mountain-tops 
Fringing the 60uther;fi^; 

' From the proud mait of Pis«, 

Queen of the western waves, 

Where ride Massilia’s triremes 
Heavy with fair-haired slaved ; 

From >\hcre sweet Clanis wandets 
Through corn and vines and floweis ; 
From where Cortona lilts to heaven 
Her diadem of towers. 


Tall are the oaks whose acorns 
Drop in dark Auser’s rill ; 

Fat are the stags that champ the boughs 
Of the Ciminian hill ; 

Beyond all streams, Chtumnus 
to the herdsman dear ; 

Best of all pools, the fowler 
The great Volsinian mere. 


But^ijo# no stroke of woodman 
, Issheard by Aet^r’s rill ; 

hunteFttaohs the stag’s green &iil^ 
^ Up the Ciminian hij^h 
UiiWatched along OligHiis , ^ 
Gta2»s the t!^ik-ijP»RcT j 
^ Unharmed the 


The 
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- The harvests of Arretium, 

This yeatj old men shall reap : 

'This. year, young boys m U«abro 
Shall plunge the struggling sheep ; 

And in the vats of Luna, 

This year, the must shall foam 
Round the ^vhite feet of laughing girls, 

Whose sires have marched to Rome,*--pp, 48^0^ 

The Roman council on the walls, the approach of the T 
army, the determination of the consul to break dowp the bridge 
if it can be defended long enough, the self-devotion of Horatius 
and his two companions to this perilous service, and their valiant 
resistance, are dashed off with great animation : — 

‘ But all Etruria 8 noblest 

Felt their hearts sink to see 
On the earth the blod|i| (®npses, 

In the path tlie dauntless Three: 

And, from the ghastly entrance 
Wheie those bold Rom^s stood, 

All shrank, like hoys who unaware, 

Rifiging the to start a hare. 

Come to the of the daik lair 

Where, growling low, a fierce old bear 
Lies amidst bones and blood. 


Was none who would be foremost 
To lead such diie attack ; 

But those behind cried “ Foi waid! ** 
And those before cried Back I ” 
And backward now and foiward 
Wavers the deep array ; 

And on the tossing sea of steel, 

To and fro the standards reel ; 

And the victorious trumpet-peal 
Dies fitfully away- 


Yet^one man for one mdment 
Stiode out before the crowd : 

Well kno^n was he to all ihe Three, 
And they gave him greeting loud. 
Now welcome, welcome^ Sexfusl 
Now welcome to thy home ! 
WhVyJqst thott stay, and turn away ? 
the road to Rome.” 

Tlifi^4^ked city; 

Th$!^^oke^l^^|%tke dead ; 

And oti’^in futy, 

turndA brnhi; M dread i 


And: 
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Aiid, white with fear an^ hatred, 
Scowled at the narrow way 
Wher^wfi|bwing in a pool of blood, 
The bravest Tuscans lay. 

But meanwhile axe and lever 
Have manfully been plied ; 

“And now the bridge hangs tottering 
Above the boiling tide. ' 

“ Come back, come back, Horatius ! 
Hbud cried the Fathers all. 

Back, Lartius! back, Herminius! 
Back, ere the ruin fall ! 

Back darted Spurius Lartius ^ , 

Herminms daited back : 

And, as they passed, beneath their feet 

1 They felktl^j^ timbers crack. 

But when tney turned their faces, 

And on the farther shore 
Saw brav^Joratius stand alone. 

They wofedd have crossed once moie. 

But with a crash HKIHunder 
Fell every loosened beam, 

And, like a dam, the mighty wreck 
Lay right athwait the stream ; 

And a long shout of triumph 
Ruse from the walls of Rome, 

As to the highest turret-tops 
Was splashed the yellow foam. 

And like a horse unbroken ' 

When first he feels the rein. 

The furious river struggled hard. 

And tossed his tawny mane ^ 

And burst tlie curb, and bounded 
Rejoicing to be free ; 

And whirling down, in fierce* career, 
Battlement, and plank, and^ pier, 

Rushed headlong to the sea. 

^Alone stood brave Horatius, 

^ But constant still in mind ; , 

Thrice thirty thousand foes be&ffei 
And the broa(j[|oodbehi^K^' 

” Down with fiSSroextus, 

With a smik^Hp pa||^e« 

Now yield the^ die d^^ yliort^ena, 
Now yiril^ thee to 


Round 



Macaulay's Lays of Ancient Home, 


469 


Kound turned he, as not deigning 
Those craven ranks to see : 

Nought spake he to Lars Porseijii, 

Tb Sextus nought spake le ; 

But he saw on Palatinus 

The white porch of his home ; 

And he spake to the noble river 
That rolls by the towers of Rome. 

Oh, Tiber ! father Tiber I 
To whom the Romans pray, 

A Roman’s life, a Roman's arms. 

Take thou m charge tliis day !” 

So he s^iake, and speaking sheathed 
The good swonl by his sida; 

And, with his harness on his back, 

Plunged headlong in the tide. 

No sound of joy or 8ort<!fcr4 
Was heard from either bank ; 

But fnends and foes in dumb surprise, 

With parted lips and straii^ig eyes, 

Stood gazing w|gye he sank ; 

And when abolQ|^p^urge3 
They saw hisSSc'st appear, 

All Rome sent forth a rapturous cry, 

And even the ranks of Tuscany 

Could scarce forbear to cheer.’ — pp. 67-12. 

The reward of Iloratius is thus given; and, in our judgment, 
happily suggests the simplicity of the old bard, and of the times 
in which be is supposed to have sung bis lay ; — 

* They gave him of the corn-land 
That was of public right, 

As much as two strong oxen 

Could plough from mom till night; 

And they made a molten image, 

And set it up on high, 

And there it stands unto this day 
To witness if I lie. 


It stands in the Comitium, 
Plain for all folk to see ; 
Horatius in his harness 


upon one knee : 
catli is, |tritten, 



e 4^)8 of Qtd. 


\he bridge 


And 





470^ Macaulaj’i Lays of Ancient Rome. 

^ And still his uathe sounds stirring 
Unto the men of 

As tl;t^ trumpet' blast thaf cries to them 
yo chailfe the V(^ciau home ; ► 

And Avrves still pray to Jtmo ' 

For boys with hearts as bold 
As his who Ijjfpt the biidge so well 
^ In the brave da3’s of old, 

And in the nights of winter, 

When the cold north winds blow, 

AifJi the long howling of the wolves 
Is heard amidst the tnow ; 

When round the lonely cottage 
Roars loud the tempest’s dm, 

And the good logs of Algidus 
Roar louder yet withm ; 

^ W'hem the oldest cash is opened, 

And th^largcst lamp is lit, 

Wlien the chestnuts glow in the embers, 
And the kid turns on the spit ; 

When ytHhg and old in circle 
Around the close ; 

When the girls sftsp^weaving baskets, 
And the lads are shaping bows ; 

When the goodman mends his armour. 
And trims his helmet’s plume ; 

When the gnodwife’s shuttle merrily 
Goes dating thiough the loom 
With weeping and with laughter 
Still is the story told, 

IIow w'ell Horatius kept the bridge 
In the brave days of old.’ — pp. 74-76 


The 'Battle of the Lake Regillus,’ which Niebuhi\^^s pio- 
nounced to be a grand epopee, is done in a style more Homeric — 
in some resi)ects too Homeric for our taste. It deals too much in 
continuous combat and slaughter, and ^ minute desciiption of 
blows and wounds — the part of the Homeric battles fiom which, 
liowever wonderfully true and faithful, we are sometimes glad to 
escape, j^lii^acaulay $up{>os^ this legend to have been formed 
afW thl had obtained some knowledge of the Homeric 

Writix^s; aniuW^^l^tioKmbly there is a singular coincidence in 
Of Old doMu{« t 

^ ' which- 



it there IS one 

far of Troy and the^J 

V . - , 

M wir Of n pers^^m tb« 



srves especial notice, 
f caused by the licen- 
ffjSfApecttliarJy bound not 
pf battle. * 'Now the con- 

diirt 
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duct of Sextus at Re^illus* ^ ^e$cribed by so exactly r^^etnbles 

that of Paris, as desc|ibed at tli^ b^i^ning ^ th#third book o^{|he 
that it is diflicult to ’believe the ri%|nblan(^accidetitaL Paris 
before the Trojan ranks,, defying^ the bravest Greek to encounter h^ : 

Tpuktiv fiev irpo/Udxtf«*' ^AA^ai'^poc 6to€i^rjQy 
; . . . . *Apyd(3av iTp6Kft\(i£T0 Trdyrae &pi'ffr^vc, 
dyri€iot' /iax£(ra(rda4t iy (tir^ dr/iorfjri. ’ 

Livy introduces Sextus in a similar . manner : f Ferocem juvenem 
Tarquinium, ostentahtem se in prim^ exsulum acie.’’ Menelaus rudnes 
lo meet Paris. A Roman noble, eager for vengeance, spurs his horse 
towards Sextus. « Both the guilty princes are instantly terror-stricken : — 

ToyW ibc ovy kvQy\(nv ’AXeSavSpo? deo£idr)cf 
iv Trpofxaxoifft (ftayirra, KQvertXiiyr) (jiiXov ^rop, 
aij^ 3 ’ £r^(oy eic aXtdrijjy. 

“ Tarquinius,” says Livy, “ret^o in agmen suorum infenso cessuhosti.^ 
If this be a fortuitous coincidence, it is one of the most extraordinary in 
literature.’ — pp. 53, 84. 

This Lay, l^owever, c(>ntain|^liat strikes us to be the finest 
passage in the volume, the lii^l^'ffuly poetic, yet in pellet keep- 
ing with the general style. The LtUian chieftain, Mahciilius of 
Tusculuin, had l^en thus described: — 


‘ Their leader was Mamilius, 

Pi irfee of the Latiaii nanie ; , 

Upon his head a helmet 

Of red gold shone like dame : 

High on a gallant charger 
Of dark-grey hue he rode : 

Over his gilded armour 
A vest of purple do wed* 

Woven in the land of sunrise , 

By Syria’s dark-browed daughters, 
And hy.lhfe sails of Carthage brought 
Faro’^r the southern waters.’— p. J04. 


In the fierefest of the conflict Mamilius engages Hertninius, 
one 6f the defenders, with Herat ms, of the Tiber ^h^idge 

*All lound them paused the battle, 


The 


met m mortal fray 


lau and the ^J^sctdan, 

^dgrey, . 

^dius 

ite atid through breast I ' 


The Inyaei 
smi 

^ - p . 

And faa^wed Ihe purple Wood 
, jOver the pur^l^ ifkst. 


^ Mamilius 
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Mamilius smote Hermialus 

Thro1!|fli ^ai-piece and tlirough head ; 
And side by^de tbos£ chiefs of pride 
Together fell down dead. 

Cown fell they dead together 
In a great lake of gore ; 

And still stood all who saw them fall ^ 
While men might count a score. 

Fast, fast, with heels wild spurning, 

The dark-grey charger fled : 

He burst through ranks of fighting men ; 

He sprang o^r heaps of dead. 

His bridle out-streaming. 

His flanks all blood and foam. 

He sought the southeni mountains, 

, The mountains of his home. 

The past wa Atecp and rugged, 

The wolves they ho^^led and vihined ; 
But he ran like a whiilwind up the pass, 
And he 1 JI the wolves behii^d. 

Through many a hamlet 

Thundered his flying feet : 

He rushed through the gate of Tusculurn, 
He rushed up the long white street ; 

He rushed by tower and tcanple, 

And paus^ not from his race 
Till he stood before his master’s door 
In the stately market-place. 

And straightway round Inrn gathered 
A pale and tiembling crowd. 

And when they knew him, cries of rage 
drake forth, and wailing loud : 

And women rent their tresses 
For their great prince’s fall ; ^ , 

And old men girt on their old #WcWs, 

And went to man the walk ' " 


But, like a graven ima^, 

Black Auster kept bis place» 

I ever wistfully he looked 
ato, bis master’s face- 

that daily, 

^ ^ end fopd caresses, ^ ^ 

young HoimWe* washed aadpombed, 
And twhied ^ — 

And deck^ witK i 

''i 

In 



Forth 
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Forlh ^^ith a shout sprang Titus, 

And seized black Auster's rei^ 

Then Aulus sware ^ fearful olth. 

And ran at him amain. 

‘‘ The furies of thy brother 
With me and mine abide, 

If one of your accursed h<jfise 
Upon black Auster ride!** 

As oil an Alpine watch-tower 
From heaven comes down the 
Full on the neck of Titus 
The blade of Aulus came ; 

And out the red blood spouted, 

In a wide arch and tall, « 

A 8 spouts a fountain in the court 
Of some rich Capuan*s hall. 

The ktites of all the Latines 
Were loosened with dismay 
When dead, on dead Henninms, 

The bravest Tarquin lay. 

And Aulus the Dict^r 
Stroked Auster’s'^ven mane ; 

With heed he looked unto the girths, 

With heed unto the rein.^ 

“ Now bear me well, black Auster, 

Into yon thick atray; 

And thou and I will have revenge 
For thy good lord this day.** *-“Pp. 111-121. 

The appearance of the twin gods on their white horses follows 
with the same unflagging spirit, and then the flight of the 
Latins : — 

* But under those strange horsemen 
Still thicker lay the slain; 

And after those strange horses 
Black Auster toiled in vain. 

Behind them Rome’s long battle 
Came rolling on the foe, 

Ensigns dancitig wild above, 

Blades all in line below. 

So comes the Po in flood-time 
Upon the Celtic plain ; 

So corals the squall, blacker than night, 

Uponw Adrian main. 

Now, by our Sire^l^iitUUs, 

It wassfiMdly 
To see the^tnirty stand^a 
Swept dJwn the tide of flight. . 


i 


So 
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So flies the spray of Adria 
When the hkek squall doth blow ; 

So corn sheaves in the flood*tiftie 
Spin down the whirling Po. 

False Sextus to the mountains 
Turned first bis horse’s head : 

And fast fled FerentinnpH 
And fast Circeuim fled. 

The horsemen of Nomen turn 
Spurred hard out of the fray ; 

The footmen of Vehtim 
Thretv shield and spear awa\. 

And underfoot was trampled, 

Aniidstjthe mud and gore, 

The banner of proud Tusciilum, 

That never stooped before : 

And down went Flavius Faustus, 

Whirled his stately ranks 
From where the apple-blossoms wave 
On Anions echoing banks ; 

And Tiiiltt^^ Arpmum, 

Chief of the Vols^l^ aidi^; 

And Metius with the Jong fair curls, 

The love of Anxur’s ma^ds ; 

And the white head of Yulao, 

The great Ancian seer , 

And Nepos of Lauren turn, 

The hunter of the deer 
And in the back false Sextus 
Felt the good Roman steel, 

And wriggling m the dust he died, 

Like a worm beneath the wheel. 

And fliers and pursuers 
Were minglefl in a mass ; 

And ^ar away the battle 

Went roaring through tlk^s.’ — pp. 124-126.-' 


The Lay of Virginia, as we unejof^tand Mr. Macaulay, is 
"jiVOWedly the poetic version of an bistorid fact. It is supposed lo 
of a popular poet, strong on the jdebeian side, during 
The minsti els, accoi ding both to Niebuhr 
usually on, tlie popular side : yet, this 
, , Mngular that their songs should ha\e 

l>anquets &f the rich, and fur^ 
fyf ti|e/«heral oi^^arions c hiefly of the great patrician 
be j]Si^ as it it unpossibla to place, the 
“ I'Jn a mote odious uiifetonmble lighb or 
the firtsn and* cdiiiraijeo^ fre^om of the 

plebeian 
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plebeian party^ than in the history of Virginia, as it is so inimitably 
told by Livy. It may be worthy of remark that, according to 
the authorities whom it was in his powpr to consul the decree 
of Appius Claudius was so atrocious — at least its language — as to 
pass all credibility.* He gives therefore only its subst^ce, dis? 
carding apparently the blacker hue in which it has been" invested 
by popular halicd. Mr. Macaulay supposes his poet to bring 
forward and dwell on points which the historian loaves to the 
imagination of the reader : the grace and innocence of the victim, 
V^irginia, arc thus sweetly "described in the Lay : — 

‘ Just then, as through one cloudless chink in a black stormy sky 
Shines out the dewy morning-star, a fair young girl came by. 

With her small tablets in her hand, and hei satchel on her arm, 

Home she went bounding from the school, nor dreamed of shame or 
harm ; 

And past those dreaded axes she innocently ran, 

With blight, flank brow that had not learned to blush at gaze of man ; 
And up the Sacred Street she turned, and, as she danced along, 

She warbled gaily to herself lines of the good old song, 

How for a sport the princes came spurring from tlie camp, 

An4 found Luciece, combing^the fleece, under the midnight l^mp. 

The maiden sang as sings the lark, when up he darts his flight, 
h'rorn his nest in the green April corn, to meet the morning iiglit ; 

And Appnis heard her sweet yodng voice, and saw her sweet young face, 
And loved her with the accursed love of his accursed race, 

And all along the Foium, and up the Sacred Street, 

Ills vulture c^e puisued the trip of those siudll glancing feet.’ 

— pp. 152, 153, 

There is great energy and vigour in the speech of Icilius A, 

‘ Now, by your children’s cradles, now, by your fathers’ graves, 

Be men to-day, Quirites, or be for ever slaves ! 

Fiir this did Seivius give us laws? For this did Liicrece bleed ? 

For this was the great vengeance done on Tarqiiin’s evil seed ? 

For this did those false sonn make red the axes of their sire ? 

For this did Scievola’s right Jrand hiss in the Tuscan flrei’ 

Shall the vile fox-earth awe th^ race that stormed tlve lion’s den? 

Sliall we, who could not brook one lord, crouch to the wicked Ten ? 

Oh for that ancient spirit which curbed the Senate’s will ! 

Oh for the tents uhich in old time whitened the Saqred Hijp f 

In those brave days oiir fathers stood firmly side by 

They faced the Mercian fury they tamed the Fabimr|^fe5 " 

They drove the fiercest Quinctius an oiUJsuH^jibrth ftom 
They sent the haughtiest* Claudius fai&eed 

^ — 

* Quein ddcrcte mmoarm pnsteudeHt, foraan tfmm anetikes-iaitiM 

tradiderint lillttm io tanfi fmdldate 

quod constat uudvini viaetttt propou«idum*'-^|% 

von. Lxxt. KO. exut. v ^ Still- 
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Still let your haggard d^tora bear all their fathers bore ; 

Still let your dens of to^tnent be noisome as ot yore ; 

No fire when Tiber freezes ; no air in dog-star heat ; 

And store of rods for free-born backs* and holes lor free-born feet. 
Heap beawr still the fetters; bar closer still the grate ; 
Patien^*|j!l8theep^we yield us up unto your cruel hate. 

^ut, by the Shades beneath us, and by the Gods above, 

Add not unto your cruel hate your yet more cruel love 1 
Have ye not graceful ladies, whose spotless lineage springs 
Prom Consuls, and High Pontiffs* and ancient Alban kings? 

Ladies, who deign not on our paths to set their tender feet. 

Who from th|iircars look down with scorn upon the wondeiiiig street. 
Who in Corinthian mirrors their own proud smiles behold, 

And breathe of Capuan odours, and shine w ilh Spanish gold ^ 

Then leave the poor Plebeian hia single tie to life — 

The sweet, sweet love of daughter, of sister, and of wife ; 

The gentle speech, the balm for all that his vexed soul endures ; 

The kiss* in which he half forgets even such a joke as yours, 

Still let the maiden’s beauty swell the father’s breast w ith pride ; 

Still let the bridegroom*a arms infold an unpolluted bride. 

&are us the inexjiable wro^ag* the unutterable shame, ■* 

That turu^jhe coward’s Jieart to steel* the sluggard’s blood to flame. 
Lest, latest hope is fled, taste of our despair* 

AndlwWw proof, in some wild hour* how much the wretched dare.* 
, ' ^ ' — pp. 155-158. 


There something very striking in the rapidity of the transac- 
tion told by Livy ; the few hasty and emphatic words with 
'whi^lthe father makes known his awful purpose — ' Hoc te pno 
cft ^ | |fe suin raodo in lifeertatem vindlco.’ Mr. Macaulay para- 
this brief stern sentence into -many lines, in themselves so 
^pe^tutiful, that we cannot wish them away, though we aie not 
sure that they are in their pluce. We cannot, indeed, 
' refrain from extracting them, as an example of bis more touching 
vein 

,, ‘ Straightway Virginius led the maid a liWe space aside* ' 

^0 where the reeking shambles stood, piled itp with horn end hide, 
to yon low daii wrchway, where, in a crimson flood, 

4iWihi to the great sewer the gurgling stream of blood, 
i hy^ ^ block had laid his whittle down ; 

U|>* and hid it in hia gown. 

bial^^toeir^ircry dim* and hia throat began to swell, 
^dflao^ed voice he spake, “Farewell, sweet 

loved my darling ! Though stem I sometimes be, 
khow^stj -1 was not so. Whoj^uld be so to thee ? 
howto darling feved me ! 



child! 

r 


How glad^she was to hear 
the ^tesbdid when IjCame back last year I 
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And how she danced with pleasure to see my civic crown; » 

And took my swoid, and hung it up> and brought me forth my gowt» 1 
Now, all those things are over— )es, all thy pretty ways, 

Thy needlework, thy prattle, thy snatches of old lays ; 

And none will grieve when I go forth, or smile when I retur ^ 

Or watch beside the old man’s b^d^ or weep upon his urn. 

The house that was the happiest Within the Roman walls, 

The house that envn d not the wealth of Capua^s marble halls, 

Now, for the brightness of thy smile, must have eternal gloom ; 

And, for the music of thy voice, the silence of the tomb. 

The time is come. See how he points his eager hand thia^^way ' 

See how his ejes gloat on thy grief, like a kite’s Upon the prey ! 

With all his wit, he httlr deems, that, spumed, betrajed, bereft, 

Tli\ father hath in his despaii one featftil lefuge left. 

lie litile deems that in this hand I clutch what still can save 

Thy gentle \outh from taunts and blows, the portion ot the slave; 

Yea, and from nameless evil, that passeth taunt and blow — 

Foul outrage which thou kaow\t not, which thoit shalt never know. 
Then clasp me round the neck once more, and give me one more kiss , 
And now, mine own dear little girl, there is no way but this/’ 

With that he lifted high the steel, and smote her in tite side, 

And in her blood she sank to earthy and with one sob she died/ 

We will take the liberty of observing, in conclusion, though 
we gladly accept these Lays as the amuHtmenh — not uitbecoming 
amusements — ot a mind like Mr. Macaulay’s, we expect much 
greater things trom him. If, as is reported, we are about to 
encountei him as an historian, our only misgiving — as r^pecta 
the matter of style — is, lest his almost unexampled wealM^f 
imagery, of allusion, of all the treasures of a full -fraught Yet 
lead} memory, should betray him into prodigality. The excUe- 
inent, produced by continuous brilliancy, and effectiveness of 
writing,, which is stirnng and pleasurable m a dissertation, ot) 
af ^ technically call an article, may be too much lor moi4 
ream^ if maintained d|tfi0^hout along narrative. Htstory must 
flow op in Its mam course ip a calmer and more equable current^;; 
our attention must not overstrained or overwrought^ Nc^ 
where do fine pictures produce less effect than in the 
unbroken succession of the ipiuvre Gallery; weiw 

equally fine we should be utterly exhausted 
reach the end* ctuvBrtnm* The 

, vr LimlW «. ififir-siJkVyi* 

historic pictuns-galleryy 
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Art. IX.— a Biil to Amend the Laws which Regvlate the Re- 

g siration and QuahficationofParhamentary Electors m Eng-- 
nd und Wales, Ordeied^by the House of Commomi to be 
prii^j lOl^ August, 1842. 

TT is not usual for us to notice tbe^pending proceedings of the 
^ legislature, or to consider theUi as within the jurisdiction of 
lyiiticisin , but the tldl now before us forms an exception to the 
rule, and, indeed, asks for our remarks. Introduced towards the 
close of the jpsinon, it was purposely allowed to stand cn er for the 
consideration^ NUot only ol th^ members, but of the public: an 
intimation was given that it was desirable that the Bill should 
be ^examined and discussed, before it should be again presented 
to the House. We ilieTefore trust we shall not incur the im- 
putation of presumption, if w'e venture respectfully to express 
our belief, that the projected scheme will onlj add to the numbei 
of the experiments hitherto so unsuccessfully madelfor securing 
the legal exercise of the pailiamentary franchise. As yet, no 
ineasurc adopted by the Legislature has accomplished ih^ much- 
desire Asgpl^ of submitting the rights of the electors and the 
electfB ^mi^ sir^ able, and impartial tnbuna) 

the reign of Queen Maiy, the House of Commons 
had na^Kudiction over the return oi the wiit. Whoeier had 
the jurismrtion, it is quite certain that the House had it not. In 
fOUio cases, the cognizance of the matter seems to have belonged 

* hancery, into which couit the writ is letuinable V^arious 
writs of election anciently issued from the Chancery. Oi 
le most important weie, and, uidecd, still are, the wiit ioi 
election of the Coroner of the shire, the wnt for the election 
vpf the Verdurer of the forest, and the itiVit for the election of 
Knighb Citizen, or Burgess to serve in parliament,* which 

* Aitbough U may a(J>pear, from a perusal of Prymie, that tlie PatlidmeutaiW wiil^ 
fomse^ a distmet cla^ ai»ch la not by any means the caae. Take all otbei 
santo Chancery, they were kept in fitaciut — that is fo 9fty, strung upon a stTnl|^^ lilt, 
^fiatmlly a kind of eatguf, and tud up in bundles. From tho mahs, Prynne made his 


r worked tlie mine. Many more 


flails; bdt) diligent as be was, he only partially worked tlie mine. Many more 
nrofirtime, and added ^ Falgrmre^s Parliamentary Writs , and at 
Uppnten^ ^e^pmuiatton of the whole mase it tbe records tn Jilacm^ which weie 
re Up ancient council chamlier of the White Tower, has been 

^ hte ascertained to contaib more Parham^ntiiry documents 
^t^lW carcftilly avoided all antiquarian discuwions, 
t'to tm wbroh we are sure will ba highly iuteresttng 

btid hia ireaaeiri, vU , that amongst the unpubfistied documents is 
d tu ^ sberitForKebt,|a«t€Ki at Chesiei, I Sent , 3 Ed for the eleC'^ 
of Hie Sfibire to i^erva la l^liament to lie field at Westminster m 
9d}ut elected are Fwlk Pelforor and Henry 



^5^1 ii h^^Ciled ttp^i the *Cipie roll,* adiiHs oxj^ctod handles ssi 

wdl other lippoeiant dje^ebts, of which no ether record irerbbins 

^ several 
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several writs are emanations^ so to speak, from one system, atid 
guided by the same rules. But in early periods> the vaIi<Sty of 
the return was principally examined in relation to claims m$de 
h} thetiheinber, after the dissolution of parliament, for his wages; 
and the question was thus brought before other ^cour^^laucing 
off, as it were, from the Chaj^icery. In the reign ofHenl^V., the 
Lords in parliament inquired into the conduct of the returnftjg 
officer, and examined the returns. Possibly this course was fouM 
insufficient, and a common law remedy was given by a statute yet 
in force, and according to which the return is made by indenture, 
Elizabeth attempted, but fruitlessly, to check the^Ommons in 
their " impertinent meddling " with matters beldnging, as her 
Majesty asserted, to her Chancellor. James renewed the con- 
test : James was beaten ; and the resolution of the year 1624, 
that ‘ It is the ancient and undoubted natural privilege and power 
of the Commons in parliament, to examine thO validity of elections 
and retuina^^'oncerning their house and asscthbly, and to cause all 
undue returns in that behalf to be reformed,’ has been repeatedly 
confirmed by statute, and is now unquestionable law. It is rather 
an amusing example of the shortness of parlia^aenta^^^j^emorj, 
tlidt this right, so resolved to he ancient in 1624, older 

than many of the members ; yet we will not cavil Jfffii, 

‘ Cce^ar did never wrong ^ hut with just cause/ — wtim|m?er defect 
there may have been in the original title of the of Com- 

mons to the jurisdiction, we are not prepared to assert that, consi- 
dering the easy virtue of the Judges under the Tudors and early 
Stuarts, tliey should be blamed for having seized the 
their own hands. It may be that nothing short of such anWrak- 
tion could have secured the lights and liberties of the Iv^am^ 
But, having won the battle, the Commons ran riot in the exercise 
of their power. Their licence became intolerable even to them- 
selves. When Mr. Grenville brought in his celebrated Bill (10 
G«^. 1 1 1, c. 16), the foundation of the present system, he observed 
‘ great defects of the present manner of determining arose, first,' 

from the number of the |ud^s, as in all known courts of judicatute m 
the world there was none so large as in the House of Commons 
the consequence of this large number was, that gentlemen, 
particular tie on them of oaths and honour, and the t^iousness 
o( the causes, contented themselves with giving witho\jit 

amining the affair as they ought to do, sjielterii^^tb^wlves 
numbers who "did the same.’ ^ 

And, in a subsequent stage, Jtijf a4'^catc<r t]»0 
power of the House to the CcN||W<|ee for dw veiry 
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the House ot largf might not have anything to do in the decinon^ 
to 'nhicit it alwaya {nc^eeded in a moaner so justly complained of, to 
the shaino of tlie House, in a manner so justly reproached fey aU-without 
doors, and gave such scandal to the whole worlds That th<si^ W(|8 no 
method of jjuting this evil but by removing the trial from a court that 
was thin^lieai^nd full to judge ; from a court, the members of which 
openly avOwed that they decided not on^the merits of justice, but as 
l*^ir engagements stood ; and by deferring the hearinr^ and Jinal judg~ 
albO to a coUrt cotts^isting of a select number ^ of a few" members 
responsible for their fconduct, and acting under the sanction of «n oath. 
That this situ^tm was exaetiy that of a jury (!1 !) — that, whatever might 
be now the ddp^^ pro^gaoy and corruption in the world at large, yUt^ 
juries, dteir proceedings and verdicts, still remained unimpeached.’— 
p. m2. ' 


It is tot necessary to t^race the alterations which the Grenville 
tribunal^a panel of forty-nine, drawn by lot, reduced to thirteen by 
striking the surpllrs off, on either side, and increased liy two nomi* 
nt^^liae since sustained. And still less is it needfuw) observe, 
that the newly-modelled tribunal of seven selected members— a 
tribunal existing in a manner upon sufferance, the act bavilig been 
crnitifiuajfcmjl^ for one year (5 and 6 Viet., c. 73)— has not gained 
more its predecessors, either in the House or with the 

Strong as is the language which has been 
einplb}fi|p|^Pliord Brougham in attacking the constitution of the 
Gbmmitf^lK it hardly goes, so far as popular opinion is con- 
beyond the mark 

In order to analyse the causes of the incompetence of the 
must by endeavouring to obtain a full under- 
of what an election'^ committee is not. *An election 
li^^^iltee is not a trial by jury : it is not anything like a trial by 


Mr. Grenville, as we have seen, exul|^ that he was esta- 
hing his court upon the principle of a trial by jury ; and yet, 
when he so asserted that ' their siiuattort wa^9 exactly that of a 
jvTy> the words had hardly been out of his mouth by whic^he 
had flatly contradicted himself. In explaining his bill, he 
shown that his committee-men Were fudms, having, as they still 
* hearing and final judgment^ oi the cause. Further- 
>th^*Ftouhar character of out modern trial by jury— we say 
btoaua^ur present jury bas nothing, except the name, in 
cnniiton with ^Nipancient array of jurors from whom it is derived 
ftdm^tho tribunal being a ^ selest inumber, or 
Ufultt saneMm of an oath/ but because they dif 
of the Ja%e who the case' with them, and de- 

^ the law for them, them by his adrice> and to 

i,th% ate virtually mpdbsiblc loKiheir condttofu^^X<astly, 
indy fimn j^rt ofi b coititl, 4^ Whom any 
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fault which either may commit may be redressed. If the jury 
make a mistake in their decision upon evidence, the verdict may 
be set aside: if the Judge lays down bad law, you have a new 
trial^, atjdj lastly, if a wrong judgment be given by the court itself, 
you nave a writ of error to the Lords. But if the comimttee arc 
puz2led, they can ask for no direction. No correctioli caifne made, 
if they err on facts : no ap^i^l, if they misunderstand the law. 

It is the presence of the Judge which renders our jury 
trial so practically useful. From the union of Judge and Jury re- 
sults the salutary power, so imperfectly appreciated amongst us, 
and which continental jurists do not understand at alli|poss6ssed by 
the jury, of * doing wrong with just came;* that is to say, Of mea- 
suring out the particular application of the law to each individual 
case, without disturbing the general principles of the law, A 
swindler brings his action against a newspaper for eitposing his 
machinations. The Judge lays down the law : explains to the jury 
tliat the di^ndants have by no means been able to justify tfi© 
hbel ; but, at the same time, he tells them that they wilt give the 
such amount of damages os the justice of the case re- 
quires. Damages to the ^lount of one farthing is .t^ yerdict of 
the jury : the wholesome principle of the law, wh^j||p^ishies 
calumny upon the charact^ of an individual, 
untouched, the shabby plaintiff * walks out of is 

sued by his attorney for the costs, the said attori^^ &?Uing 
nothing for his pains but the non-assets, which, after a due peripd, 
appear in the insolvent's schedule. In criminal cases, eqtmtly, 
there is the same equitable adaptation, tUoUgh worked in 
way. The facts are proved : the Judge directs the jury 
the culprit guilty of the theft; but he listens to their recoip>^ 
mendation, and prongj^ces a sentence of a week's imprisonment^ 
after which the girl is to be sent home to her friends. — You fit the 
law to the case, without establishing any precedent which may 


des^y its stringency. 

in the Commiti^e, which, as we shall show hereafter, i$ 
mi k Committee of the jKoUse of Commons, there can be nope 
of this adaptation, this fleadbility : the members are j^dg^j^, 
law and of fact, and the Court is so constituted as to offordMite 
smallest possible chance of coming to a right deci§i|pn u^on 
It is a hopeless court ; for^ when a decision has B4||yi givext# trh#ec 
is no, mode q( correcting the Ihc Jud^ rf tl^ey J^e It- 

emed improj^r evidence or rmect^ 1^1^ 

.4 1 13 


ttrued the law. Possibly, in |||| 
(e. actiQiM for nuisances), 
UMaiil ^Dq^.ib which jad^< 


r,coBehf9ct,«,^'| 


in 'fee of the 
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departed from every principle by which Judges can be qualified 
for the s^tion which they enjoy. An election committee is a court 
in yvhicn the judges q,fe forbidden to acquire wisdom by their own 
experience. Our old proverb says^ that ^ experience mckes^ools 
wise,’ which isjnot true— lor a fool brayed in a mortar continues a 
fool; tiif it iiy^rue, that no wisdom can be acquired except by 
experience, In all other cases, the older a judge is/and the 
linger he has sat in court, the more skill and science he obtains ; 
but in the case of an election committee, any modicum of experi- 
ence your member has acquired by having once served as a judge 
is a ihsana^fe^ion from his further acting in that capacity ; and 
you he^ a sUfting court, which ns soon as it has begun to leant 
its alphabet, as far asi^ gieat A, little a, bouncing B,’ never has 
another opportunity of trying its incipient skill. Permanent 
courts, however arbitrary, are in some degree ruled by their own 
precedents. Tl8e Alcadc of Mogadore would not venture to de- 
lude 4hat what was white yesterday shall be black ^8»day. The 
election' committee is not bound by any precedents, neither from 
other committees, nor from any other court ; and thus, whilst the 
j^udges||||-tg, no stock of experifttice of their own, they refuse to 
of any one elsej* They do not know the road, nor 
will help of any guide. 

’ A controlled an<k supported in his functions by tlie 

and dignity attached to hl'l permanent station. He 
acquii^^ the esprit de corps y wifich makes him take a pride, and 
-E yjery honest pride, in the exercise of his fluty. He is not onlj- 
as well as legally, responsible for his conduct, but he is 
i^^P^cstrained by the w^ish toMustain his charactertf and in pro- 
^Uon as he likes his duty, so does he peiform it well. An 
diUction committee has no character to |p?stain; the members 
bave no responsibility, and are brought into the committee-room 
by an opeiaUon not exceedingly dissimilar to that of sailors who 
ar|p put on board ship by the tender mercies of a press-gang^ To 
use a homely but intelligible expression, there is hardly 
would not rather shirk the duty if he could. Of course there 
very many who do bestow great pains, and conscientious 
||txon, in the discharge of the duties forced upon them, yet 
^ would nil rather be excused : they have been driven into a 
^eeab}e4l|l^ 4 arid, acconhnpf to the ordinary average of 
i[tature,a^0i|:rnnable task is never well performed. 

" It is a couijt i^piihgufc authority over the bar: it is a court 
chdoes not ixmimnn<rthij||j^pect of the bar; it is a contt 
d^tified either by knowfcw^or constitution to «^ercise that 
if 4re^(my%nse tho.expresstons'^^^^h koeps 
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The Jnere breaking up of the court by ' Speaker at prayeri * en- 
ables the learned counsel to wor]k his pump %ain$t tiin|i when- 
ever such an expedient is required* ‘ 

IWiW * <5ourt, in which, at the greatest ex|^se, the client diS- 
rivest the least possible benefit from his counseK ^ consequence 
of the simultaneous sittings of the committees, a^unch^of bar- 
risters must be retained to ^gshsire the ch^ce of catching one. If 
Mr. Austin could, like Kehama, split himself into eight Austins^ 
and drive into all the eight gates of Padalon at once, he could 
hardly be present at the several committees for which bis briefs 
are bagged — ^bagged, but not held. All the tdiejljpici^nv^ixpeci 
from Mr. Austin is the contingent remainder of m' speech, and 
such assistance as he can give by advising upon the notes of evi- 
dence ; and here, mark the snowball of expense increasing as it 
polls. You are aimpelled to multiply your counsel, betause they 
do not attend the trial; the veiy non-attendanc^i^ which you ex- 
pect and fiy for, necessitates a consultation every evenings in 
order that }our leader may direct the morrow’s proccfedings a<> 
cording|ito the evidence which he has not heard : which same con- 
sultation inflicts u})on the happy petitioner three 
three fees to their three clerks, three additional brieH^ffl^three 
fees to the agent or solicitor for ^ attendances so 

on, as long as the committee lasts. ^ 

It is a court in which the judges do not openrS|SI||C^ tWr 
reasons for their judgments. We are mad after publicity iit 
legal proceedings. We often open the doors when they ought to 
be closed; and close them in this case, where, of all othS||^.the 
control of poialic opinion is require. ‘'c ' 

It is a court composed of an uneven number of judges, so as to 
give a casting votej ^ in other words, to enable* in very many 
cases, any clever manager first, to load, and then, to turn the soUe 
without any appearance of gross partiality. This formation 
grejydy dulls the moral sense of the judges. Hear Paley^s opinion 

* 1 should prefer an eveti to nn odd number of Judges, and four to 
almost any other number ; for in this number, besides that it 
Consults the idea of separate responsibility, nothing cru be decidaH P| 
by a majority of three to one; and when we consider every deSmiw 
establishes a perpetual precedent, we shall allow thi|i!qit odght to 
ceed from an authority not less If 

divided, nothing .done ; things they nyith 

^eonvenicncy, indeed, to the without 

of a hasty ^ecedent,* ^ 

, It witUQiBt>«n>ity 

fuerm^iit'lifaiidtiknow b*i« '."ITjlhfgf 
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otie another’s opinions They compare noteg-^each man is awan) 
of the ta,ck and tao^ of his fellow. They Icsarn to draw together. 
Bat the committee never become consolidated * they are brought 
together for once, and then never come together again. v 

Lastly^ It court composed of nnpmd judges. We arc not 
inclined to imintain that no judiaal duties can be discharged 
efficiently except by salaried func^smanes, or that good salaries 
^always make good judges ; but^ venly, a good salary goeib a good 
way. 

To this cpi^rt, so imperfectly constituted, are assigned txvo 
brattcii^s o^^dicature ^ssentiadly different from each other : the 
one is^criminiS, the other is civil. 

In cases of bribery and cotruption, the election committee is a 
criminal oourL It has to decide whether the elector has com- 


mitted a misdemeanor, which deprives him of the right ol giving 
bis suffrage. "Aus verdict is penal. Bribery committed by the 
mbmber, treating, misconduct ol returning officers, ate all misde- 
meanors, and followed by .punishment. 

In cases of sciuUny, the election committee is a civd court. It 
baa to whether the elector has m^^de out a good title to 

his nght depends upon a great number of inci- 

dentdS^^«^ facts, from which his qualiiication }iroceeds. 

these courts, m which respectively the business 
requires ^^wide difference of treatnmnt, are amalgamated to- 
gether, * and dealt with after the same procedure. It is true 
tha^ in either branch, the result is the same All that the 
Pelipcmer seeks is-— to get fais seat; he dodges and shifts hts 
from the criminal to 4|te civil side, just aajsthe way best 
open^ for the attainment of that end. All that the committee sec 
in' prospect m — the member retaining hii^eat, or the member 
lo^ng his seat ; and they never clearly discern the great differ* 
^ce of the two principles by which the result oi ouster or non- 
ouster IS obtained. They are always more or less m 
Any one who takes the trouble to watch the proceedings 
mittees, will observe how very widely the influence of this 43on- 
J Tl^n of ideas extends. W 

us now consider the means by which the Legislature, fully 
the imperfecrions of the court, and yet hitherto 
deterniUbea tq|l(i^aiit it> attempts to make it work somewhat more 
sadi^factorilyt* b^th to ffie conscience of the House and to the 
opinion of the comtunnity. 

Legislature has beensatis-^ ^ 
and c. 67) w^^^ieving *tiic petittomK^rom the 

of putoving *hmim gwmff evidence iads 

^^j^h the iihur^o of bribery is to be steilfeimed^ ap* 2 

pointing 
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S iniini]^, in certain cases, a public pi osecii tor (5 and 6 Vict. c* 1 02). 

ore facility has been given to the means o§ discovering truth, 
but na additional means for enabling them to form a right judg-^ 
menu 

In the exercise of the civil jurisdiction of the c^mittee, Par- 
hameiit has attempted to aid them by establishing %)fne nieans of 
testing the validity of the before it comes to be discussed 
before them- And here, a greats practical difficulty has arisen 
from the sweeping change in the fundamental principles of the 
elective franchise, consequent upon our seini-radical reform ; and 
with this difficulty Parlimnent has now to contends ^ 

Whatever may have been the common language of convel^ation, 
whatever may have been spoken in Parliament, whatever may hav e 
been written or printed, sung or said, our Constitution did not 
recognize the principle of representation of the people. Real 
property was repiesenled. communities were r^resented; but 
there was itb i epresentation of masses of population, merely 
because they resided within a common boundary They were to 
be united by something more than mere locality, by some common 
interest or bond. Even scot-and-lot voters, even pc^l^opers, 
only made apparent exceptions, inasmuch as 
originally connected with the Court Leet or 
There was no such thing as a mere naked rigw^^il^Wtifig. 
Whether tins fundamentsd principle of the old cd^sUtutioti,^ 
which made the parliamentary right always the adjunct ^or the 
appurtenance of some othei right or some other obligatiai|i, 
was beneficial or detrimental it is not our business to drsen^^ 
we notice thessKild order of things#imply m amuexion witfi^Snr 
present piactical inquiry. Under this old Constitution, the psfir*' 
liamentary franchise ^|fose either from certain tenures defined^ 
or which could be defined, by legal rules, or from the status of 
die voter as a member oi a corporation, whose lights also wet^ 
eithi^ defined, or could be defined, by legal rules. Moieover> in 
case, the courts of common law had a very considerable 
jurisdiction over the Parliaraentaiy right. It is tiuc, that the 
Kimg’s Bench could not meddle with the man as a V<yter at 1 
hustings,, but the Court bad him in their tight grasp in his 
diy of a freeman of the botough. The eommondajv jurisdiei „ 
of Westminster Hall goes to the very root of 
mentary franchise- The mandamuit mekes the voter, by 
pelling the corporation to admit hiui a$, a and the j 

wapanto takes avyay^his vote, if he ' 

no title borough frcedon^^deali^ 
of eleete^|8ut^cmild, tq n gredl^iieiit, \ 

the comtifmn lewder be aided by It . ^ 
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Oa the other hand, the new franchise, by which, the old 
^nstitni^ney is sWainped or d^troyed, is made np of odds and 
en^S* It IS a complicated right, partly arising frpnr mere 
casM^l inhabitancy or occupancy, partly from value, jwtly from 
payment pa^y frnm time, partly from distance, and partly 
from aets dmio by other parties, over which the voter has no 
contiol; con^quontly, leaving yC#Ch) expatiate in a wide field 
of uncertainty, in which you are deprived of the former legal 
basis. This difficulty was anticipated, though imperfectly, when 
the Reform Bjll was framed* Hence arose the law of registra-^ 
called), which many people were willing to con- 
^iacrS^'a scrutiny before the poll, and therefore, to a considerable 
extent^ anticipating the labours of the committee. How entirely 
the ^o^alled registry has disappointed this expectation it is unne- 


cessary to say ; and, surely, never was any scheme more inartifi- 
pally devised. The task has been assigned to two sets of Regis- 
trars, primary and secondary, who botch up the so-called Register 
between them. The court of the Revising Barrister is a species of 
court of appeal from the overseers, who, at the same time, may be 
conside^d as the Barrister’s ministerial officers, and yet officers 
^nte^d^p^fig^has no check or control. The overseers begin the 
wo^d^^p^PBarrister ; but he is not placed over them until afier 
thei BM^ l^ performed. A duty requiring great accuracy and 
great is imposed upon a class of men, who, with whatever 

♦ respect we would speak of all constituted authorities, and of the 
mofch of intelligence, are not peculiarly qualified for such a task, 
are left to stumble through it without inspection, without 
without any officiaJs^superior who can asast them by his 
^ ^vice, or direct them by his superintendence. The functionaries, 
who are to perfect the called Register^^by their revision, have 
the name of a Court without any of its leal attributes, and are con- 
stituted Judges, without any bond of unity by which consistency of 
jurisprudence can be preserved. Each Reviser is more tlia^^to- 
orat over the law, in his own fragment of a sliire. 

The proposed Bill seeks to diminish these ev ils : one portion 
.. .wit l receive unqualified approbation; it is that which, being 
llpntojy / at all events, prevent , the re<?urrence of con- 
^edisions upon certain contested points, arising put qt 
the obsOpr^egislation of the Reform Bill. The successive 
i^up/itipn of lands and tenements in Counties is not to inva* 
^date tbe V 0 te|:’^ right {§ 70 ). — -Joint occupiers in Counties jnay 
the yearly rent foV^lii|gh they ar^ KaWot when divided 
Jj^ m^ihumber of such occuf^ms^aballgiyp 501. for 71) 

jipt in passci«i<nt^^»pt to vote, -are imt 
tlievote is given by ^he 

the 
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the petsoti who is entitled to put the rents and^ profits of the pews 
of the meeting-house into his pocket, although he may receive 
th^ money through the hands Of the trustees (§ 72). — Misnomers^ 
or inaccurate descriptions of borough-voters, are not to invalidate 
the vote (§ 73). — Lastly (§ 74), the great dispute between the 
Crow-men, or those who calculate distances as the bird flies, 
and the Highway-men, or Ihose who calculate by measuring 
the way accenting to the neaiest high-road, is appeased for ever. 
The Orow-men have it all their own way. The seven statute 
miles are to be measured in a straight line. ^ 

Ail these settlements of the law are fairly conforShable^fe the 
spirit oi the Reform Bill : at all events, they set matters at rest. 
But these declaramry enactments are not sufficiently extensive ; 
and the framers of the Bill have not noticed some other points 
which are left in great uncertainty, particularly in the city of 
London. Shoitly after the last general election (1841), a gentle- 
man of consideralile note and respectability made, in our presence, 
an open declaration in these terms : — ' My father, and our partner, 
and 1, voted before half-past eight o’clock, our three votes being 
bad. We knew it, and know it ; but the clerk of our cp^aspapy put 
us upon the register, and so we went to the poll ^ 

Whether these voters were Whig, or whether they is 

nothing to the puipose ; any party would and will pld^’w^samo 
game. Such bad votes have recently (August, 1842) been de- 
clared good by the revising barrister. His argument is clever 
and acute, but quite inconclusive. We wish Ins decision 
be justified t but it is utterly at variance with the plain mee^ng 
of the Reform Bill ; and a trap is left open, into which, unless it 
be closed by Parliament, some unlucky candidate will certaiiiy 
fail. S 

The new Bill proposes that the registration process shall sus- 
tain many changes in form, but none amending its real defects* 
Tii^f IS one alteration, however, which many will consider to be of 
grcfetmportance. It is well known that the existing act imposes the 
pf^ment of a shilling by the claimant to the overseers. This pay- 
keeps away many an honest man from registering, prob a|^ 
when he thinks he cannot contrive to get twelve-pennyworth of g^p 
In exchange for twelve-pennyworth of silver ; and, ^cept so far’ as 
these shillings extend^ all the expenses of the ovei^ets are 
ail the act directs, out of the * moniei cotlee^d the relief of" ihe 
poor !' At present these shilli ng^ h^lp^ in a ahml) way, tadefW) 
But, in' future, ^^^shilKngS wMcfCj are 
burS^ iK|^!feseeia, 

rind electoral r^^stramafe fan 

for the relief We ^ 
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oOr readers, who will perhaps learn the fact for the first time, 
that the expenses and remunerations of the registrars, under 
the birth, marriage, and burial registration act, are in like manner 
paid out of the monies collected for ihe relief of the poor ! I ! Such 
legislation forms an instnictive commentary upon the Poor Laws. 
It may be quite right to render the poor-rate a species of consoli- 
dated fund, so as to prevent the net^Q;$ity of a diiect Parliamentary 
gvmt for paying the expenses of the overseers and the salaries of 
the dissenters^ registrars ; yet, instead of calling the rate the 
‘ Poor-rate,’ it might perhaps be more satisfactory to the rate- 
pay€||j|^to g^e it its right title, viz., ^ A rate for the relief of the 
poorHwd of Parliamentary electors, and of those toho, dmenU 
ing from the ( hutch of England, do not receioe her rites and 
ordinances ofhaptisnh marriage, and burial.* 

Dogberry is still to continue lord of the ascendant. The primary 
lists, as before, are to be made by the overseers. Eighty-fi\e 
barristers are to revise in circuits ; but instead of, as at present, 
being paid by the day, they are to receive what Lord Brougham 
calls a ^ slump* sum of 200L for their remuneration, including 
their tra^Uing and other expenses. This will overpay them in 
somoi|^il|(^^iiand underpay them in others. The alteration is, 
a right principle; it is not creditable to pay 
pubi at so much a>day — and their beer ; yet^ od<Hy 
enough, the system of payment, put right in this part of the Bill, is 
'^put wrong again in another, as we shall find hereafter. These 
blisters are to have much greater power than they now possess. 
SSiie of the new provisions are improvements, as far as any system 
which, runs entirely in a wrong channel can be said to be im- 
proved; but this portion will require so much levision, that^ to 
ii^mment upon it clause hy clause, takkig the subject simply 
within the luur corners of the bill, would require far more space 
fhan we could afford. 


We shall therefore pass at emee to the main defect in the s^t#m> 


and which, we regret to state, has been entirely ooerloo^f^ by 
, I^liament,-^the absolute nullity of the so-called register for any 
^the purposes which it ought to perform^ Before the Reforih 
^^^Spttihoquahfication vfast as we haveobserr^ the possetfsion of a 
^ the membership of a comwinnily : the qualificatlott 
reqnirOu ftftber act to perfect it; and such qualification' tni^^ 
be* well defined hy its simjde description. ^ Wdjiam Woolfey, 

in t.liJktinkAvt!*]n nf nnkiilArnAn 


f^eholder in theqf^arisfa of Hampstead Simon Mavthi^r freeman 


ijbs, ^rporatioD ot Chrisfa^her CiAA>: bortfewHif 

offYan&oatl>.’'rMiKn^ti all 50a had tf> th« 

^a!^fioatii|iik.>a> #e kai^^iefore i, |p^ !g|,egate 

a|id aot,/ wme It mihdt 


Chrisfa^her CuMii boin 
all yott had ta kaiifci 
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pf locality, of domicile, of payment, of time, of value, of dis- 
tance. If the notice is to be sufficiently siornificant — and if the 
register, which should contain all the contents of the notice, 
is to be of any use~both notice and register should be com- 
posed of answers to eoery queniion which can be propounded, to 
ascertain whether the voter is possessed of the aggregate which 
the law requires. Each should, before he is put upon 

the register, virtually answer an adverse interrogatory. He 
should he compelled to make out the whole of his case. He 
should give his opponent full opportunity of bculgering him. 
He should disclose all the particulars upon which ^^ihs de- 
pends, and give to the Court, as well as to tbe objector, the means 
of discovering every flaw. And this, for the best flossible reason^ 
— that, until he is registered, he is out of possession, and, so to 
s}>eak, he is trying to obtain a judgment in his favour — he brings 
an action to recover possession of the right he claims. 

Let us, for example, take tlie case of the city of London. Be- 
fore the passing ol the Reform Bill, liie right of voting was in 
freemen of the city of London, being also liverymen of a company. 

First, as to freedom : there are practically three modes of be- 
coming free of the city : — by patrimony, that is to sa^i ia# sort 
of a freeman born after the father has acquired 
by apprenticeship, that is to say, by serving seven yeartbvl^i^ree- 
inan -and by redemption, that is to say, the payment of a sum of 
money to the city. 

Next, as to livery : besides the city freedom, the livery 
be added. Without the livery, the qualification is incomplete ; Imd 
this livery is obtained from one of the livery companies. All the 
companies are not livery companies. Some are livery companies by 
prescription ; others have their livery by royal charter : otheinS 
by grant from the city ; and therefore the court of aldermen cai> 
make new livery companies if they choose. After a company 
lia%,a^cquired a livery, tire city has nothing more to do with it. 
The ^mpany is a corporation quite independent of the city cor- 
poration ; and you become a member of the company by a dis- 
tiiict admission, either as the son of a freeman, an apprentice, or 
a redemptioner. The company’s livery is conferr^ upon 
city freeman, after he is admitted into the company, by whatia 
letrmed a cult from the court or governing body. Iji fine is psid 
upon taking up the livery. In tte larger and opulent eompahies> 
sc^ae degree of selection is eJLercisofl: in the smaller 
pai)ie% they never turq away money, ^ In fact, 

npon as^opprearnedaud 

da upoi^H^ compounders. Bifore the . whe^i^* 

the freedto Md Men acquired by ^Hr^by aj^rentio^ 

dup. 
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ship, or by purchase, was indifferent ; anyhow the vote was good. 
The voter mig^t reside wherever he chose. The franchise had 
no connexion with locality; it followed the person; and name 
of party and name of company conveyed nearly all the informa- 
tion required. But how stands the matter now, as to all per- 
sons not, freemen and liverymen, previous to the 1st of March, 
1831? 

1. The freedom must have been acquired by birth or servitude, 
and WOT BY PURCHASE, .wnce that day. 

2. V If the freedom has been acquired subsequently to the 1st of 

183^1, it must be either by birth or by servitude*— that is to 
^^yj he must be either the son of a freeman or the apprentice of 
a freeman, and not a redemptioner. The title of the father or the 
master, from whom the title of the voter is derived, is suljiject to 
the same rules. If the father or the master was admitted to the 
freedom before the 1st of March, 1831, he may have acquired his 
right by birth, servitude, or purchase : if admitted since tlie 1st 
of March, 1831, the title of such father or master must depend 
upon birth or servitude, and not upon redemption ; and in the 
third and all ascending degrees, the title of every anvestor or 
bnf€{}iS^0^U also be subject to the same rules. 

3. Ip^S^mission to the freedom is the act of the city : the call 

to is the act of the company. Every Ineryman ought to 

be a freeman before he is called to the livery ; but it is quite in the 
power of the company to accommodate the voter by calling him 
t^phe livery, although he has no freedom in the city ; and in one 
cJmpany they make no great difficulty in so doing. The vote, 
therefore, is not good, unless the freeman by birth or servitude 
has been duly admitted to city and company, and called into the 
livery of his company- — that is to say, the company of his father or 
^aster'^tior unless his father or his master has also been duly 
Admitted to the city and company— nor unless also the admission 
of such father or master has been in conformity to the before- 
mentiohed rules. 

^ 4. The individual uniting in his person the characters of free- 
inan and liveryman, derived according to the foregoing rules and 

E vlsoes, must, previously to the last day of July in each year, 
6 resided for six calendar months Within the cit^ of London, 
pr within seven miles from Guildhall : which provision lets in all 
the complicated questions arising out of domicile by residenrej 
bonsiruc'tive domicile by carrying on business, or the like — ques* 
^iems Jisequently of great nicefyi^: Now, every one of the foregoing 
l^rtii^lars, positive or ncgalftfe, a® the case may an in*- 

in the qualiheation of the voter. 

1 lf^ 0 .abselice of any one element renders the vqte bad: if the 

notice 
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notice of claim is to enable an objector to a>ntest the title of the 
Vit>ter— or to gwe to the remiry barrister the means to judge of 
meh title, thofugk no objection may be raised— -it should disclose 
all the facts^ dates^ and ciTCumstances, which the voter is bound 
to prove. They are all within his knowledge, whilst a stranger 
may not be able even to guess where the voter s title is ^defective. 
And }et for this purpose, SO indispensable to the integrity of 
election, no provision is made. 

It is true, that, under the proposed bill, the clerks of the re- 
spective livery companies are required to make out alphabetical 
lists of claims in the form given below, ♦ and that to 

be affixed in Guildhall by the Secondaries, to whom they ire 
be transmitted. Yet all this absolutely amounts to nothing, as re- 
gards the real discovery and discussion of the rights of the voter. 

The transmission to the Secondaries was possibly intended to 
secure some kind of check on the part of the city; but if this be the 
reason, the lists ar^ sent to the wrong officers. The Secondaries 
are the officers of the Sheriffs, who ha\e nothing to do with the 
admission of city freemen, and their functions give them no kind 
of knowledge of the qualifications of the voteis. The Secondaries 
have no place in Guildhall. The lists might as seUt 

to the Horse Guards or the Admiralty. The city pro- 

perly cognizant of the qualifications, are the Tow^uSl^ and 
the Chamberlain, but the latter alone has in his possession tho 
records by which any fact relating to the city freedom can 
proved or disproved. However, even if this error (which 
bably arose from a want of knowledge of the details of 
city constitution) be corrected, nothing is gained. The notice 
of claim is so vague and meagre as to be quite besidethe mark* 
It does not give the objector any fair chance of discovering the 
defects in the title, and is only calculated to throw dust in bis 
eyes. Supposing, for instance, that the three gentlemen, father. 


♦ of Claimants to bo published by the Secondaries of the City of Loni^u. — The 
follovini^ persons claim to have their names luseited in the List of Persons entitled to 
vote as Preeraen of the City of London, and Liverymen of the several Companies herein 
tpeOiHed iiv the flection of Members for the City of London ; — 


Christian Name and Surname of 
Claimadta, as in the Claim. 

Name of the Company* 

Place of Abode, 

— — 

- 





day of 


(signal) ‘A.MK 

A ' ,if Iqaawi. " ? 

2 t, *' son, 


VOt. tXJtl. NOj .extw. 
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son, and partnejj, who gave tbeir bad votos before half-past eight? 
in the mprning> were liveryman Of the worshipful company of 
Pinmah^T^ (we name a company which does /to< o:s^i8t;, to avoid 
personalities)^ and that the sharp Clerk, the $tout ^ Prime^warden,* 
th$ jolly^ * Renter- warden/ and the joigai Court of Company 
bad an UQderstanding with the voter, the objector be left i» 
entire obscurity as to the title under which the voter acquired 
freedom ,and livery, and as to the time or tmiee of the acquisition 
of freedom and livery, upon which all depends. In such a con*^ 
stitu^cy as London, nothing short of the most jealous and strin- 
geij^ jl^cautlons can fairly guard the poll from the deceptions 
* out of fraud or collusion. 

Lastly, supposing an objector gets scent of a defect, bow is he 
to substantiate his opposition ? By the proposed Bill (§ 39) the 
Secondaries, Town-clerk, and Clerks of the Livery Companies, are 
to produce all documents, papers, and writings, in their emtody, 
possession, and pouer, touching any matter required for levising 
the lists of voters. And in what manner will this clause operate ? 

1. The Secondaries have no suck documents m their custody, 

possessing, or power. u 

2. has the Town-clerk any such doouments ; for they 
are possession of the Chamberlain^ 

3- Aid, 'as to the Clerk of the Worshipful Company of Pi»- 
makers, the documents are all in the power of the Court ; and if 
they transfer the possession and custody to the Prime Warden 
ai^tbe Renter Wardeii, as they are fully empiwered to do, a rc- 
trro of nUiil may safely be made by the Clerk who put the three 
bad votes upon the register. 

The clause is therefore a nullity. 

We must now aavert to the * Court of Appeal/ constituting the 
principal feature of the new bill (§ 55 — 68), and from which it is 
ejcpected that the greatest benefit will be derived, -*-the projected 
mode of treatment, for effecting a complete cure of the present 
imperlSctions and uncertainties of the register. This tribunal 
will have to deal with a sudden burst of business at the opep- 
ing, of eaeji new parliament : afterwards, it will enjoy a lull of 
nearly undisturbed repose. To render such an occasional court 
independenjt;, effi^ent, and respectable, is evidently a matter of 
g^eat diflSouJLty ; and we more than doubt wjbether tfio framers 
pf the Bill have solved the problem, evento^beir Own satisfae- 
The three Chiefs of the Queens Bench, Common Pleas, 
aiul Exchequer are jointly tq.appointr three ^bamsters to be the 
fudges of the Court of whieh arranffiemextij^actically 

f ^unts^tpeaph Chief having his nonunee, i, All value 

ancient precedent, will, we appr^fbend# itepre^at© thfr strange 

new 
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tBW platt of having Judg^-nia<le J’ri(dges 5 as an entire departui'a 
from forms as well as the principles of the e6n)^iitution. 
Some slight improvement might however be made by giving th^ 
appointment to the Bench of each Court, instead pf the Chiefs 
thereof. 'Fhese Appeal Judges are to possess all the immu- 
nities of the Judges of Westminster Hall : they are to hold their 
^^oes during good behlndour, subject only to removal dh an 
address from the two houses of parliament ; and they are to be 
sworn to the due execution of their offices before the Speaker, 
if that can possibly be called an oath, ifi which the appeal^ the 
Almighty t cmstituting th^ ^ery essence of an oathyis 
and what renders the matter more strange, is, that in the fWim M 
oath to be taken by the voters (§ 79), the adjuration which con- 
stitutes the oath is added in the proper and legal form 

The powers of this court of appeal aie limited m a singular 
manner. The appeals are to be on points of lai\ affecting the 
claims or decisions, and not upon matfeis of fact ; and therefore, 
if the revising barrister has received impioper or rejected pro- 
per evidence, or if he has decided against evidence, it should 
seem that his judgment cannot be questioned, and no remedy is 
provided. It our construction be incorrect, the Bill "^sj&o^ld be 
more clearlj worded. It should be recollected tltii ^b^stage 
called an appeal is really a new tiial. In an appdaa^to the 
House of Lords the law and the evidence are all opened again 
before them. 

The condition of the Judges is left in consideiable obscui^. 
Hie Judge of the court of appeal is not to hold any office^r 
place ot profit under the crown, nor to be capable of sitting in 
parliament: these provisions will not preveijt him from hold- 
ing any office m a court of justice, of which the salary is paid %ut 
of fees or the suitors' fund ; still less will thej prevent him (nor^ 
as we collect, is it intended to prevent him) from practising at the 
bar. ^ Now, when the Welsh Judges were abolished, the impro- 
priety of allowing the same individual to be a Judge upon the 
bj^ch to-day, and a fee’d counsel to-morrow, was very strongly " 
iiltsisted upon/ as oUe of the reasons for the suppression of that 
jurisdiction. Whatever were the objections in the case of the 
Welsh Judges, and they are too obvious to require our enlarging 
>Updti them, if they existed in that case, are they diminished in 
tw present?— Is it advisable that the ^ Judge of the court of 
appeiiil ’—whose independence you labour to secure, b/ putting 
him, as to permanencei Upon a level with those who are tfe con* 
etitutionjU^feardians of life and liV^y — should tliis "week de^e 
the' Imnip^ll^attiwientary franchise; mi4 tiextK week appear as V ' 
C5C?6iiisel a railroad committee?' ^ u * I 

2 L 2 . These 
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These jl^(]gei,are to ^be pi^d^at a oertiam rate per $o t<tS0 
as they shall "be called upon io At ; and here 'we may notice a 
remarkpble .inconsistency,. The payment^ per diem,^ of the com- 
missioners the court of bankrupt<^y^ thi^ barhicnissioners 

of^^lunapy^ was considered as not heih^ calculated to^Crease the 
respectabUity of the functionaries ; and, Consequently; has hee m 
Stored for a fixed salary. The same precedentis followed, in 
p^ry bill, with respect to the revising barristers, who are to i^eceiv% 
a fixed sura in place of payments per diem ; and yet in the case 
moa ^ pcn to objection, the House of Commpps iS to wheef abodt, 
jm^^^ontradict itself in this same bill, by i^ehewing the practice 
they havet in an anterior clause, aboliilled" 

It will be sufficiently apparent, from the pvec^in^ Statement, 
that the point which has perplexed the framers of the Bill hhs 
been the difficulty of providing for the Appeal Judges when unem- 
ployed. The simple answer to this difficulty is, that, supposing a 
court of appeal be needed, there is not the slightest necessiw for 
the creation of special Judges, or for any new tiibunal. If we 
consult the statute-book (which seems a sealed volume to our 
Legislatofsh shall find the best possible court of appeal 
ready^fl^l^* to our hands, composed of the highest and most 
respowU^^ functionaries, requiring no salary, constantly in opera- 
tion in deciding appeals brought before them in a manner closely 
analogous to those which would come up from the revising barris- 
ters, able and willing to exercise the duties with ease to thein- 
sq||<es and entire satisfaction to the community. " 

We allude to the method long since provided 1^ statute, for 
adjudicating upon cases of appeal stated and signed by the assessed- 
ts^ commissioners at the instance of parties appealing from their 
deHsion (4 Geo. IV. c. 2). Two or three of the puisne Jud^bs 
usually meot for a day a^r tcim, and decide, without counsel or 
argument, upon the several cases Wought beforb them. — The 
decisiem of the Commissioners is right: — ^the decision nf the 
Comimssioners is wrong : — no expense is hicurired, no trouble or 
vexation to the parties: the decirions are annually laid lieforb par- 
]iain&it^ and thus quietly are growing up inla a complete code 
pf ta:^4awv^ would be more es^y of more Satisfactory 

ihan W wdpt thy'^me plan, with reference to iji® divisions of 
tiie. revising^ barristers j, and it might be aecIarM thki sudh Ju- 
dicial opinions, after being laid for a certain humTber of days u|>ol;i 
s^uld, unless the house dissented" from fhi samk 
Redtiip ^he force of an enactment. Thus, the law df parl®mentafy 
^and^e would receive its ^hAoriS^ve ^ 

" ny specific doubt or difficulty Wo#e.' WS Ve^fute 
^®^enteryrVe?^ers to^considcj; ^tefitively how ^xtetiAMy thi$ 
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fpdple, apd yet inogt effics^cious;, njode of proceeding^ might be 
«tp]|^ied to the clearing up and amendment of ihaAy other portions 
the Ifi’vir. ^ 

/ Qne very important clause (§ 84^ in the proposed bill^ rdmeuns 
J^o be conader^. It is a clause which, if we construe it rightly, 
U intended to give a species of finality to the register. It should 
g^m that^ the committee are to be precluded from opening, cx- 
iamining, or deciding upon the right of any vote, except on the 
ground of legal incapacity, or such as are marked, by having 
become the subject of a special decision of the revising barrister, 
or of the court of appeal Now, the proposed clausgjjfpuld 
prevent the possibuity of any correction of the errors 
vising barrister y deciding without or against sufficient evidence, 
in cases where, from the neglect of parties^ no objection was 
made before him; and, however shaped, a register, having the 
character of finality, would inflict upon the country the per- 
petual recurrence of the election fever in the month of August 
throughout the }ear, without any possibility of diminishing its 
intensity. Important as it is to fight the battle in the register 
courts, still ^ou have a chance in the committee But if e\ery 
vote IS to become conclusively good, unless objected the re- 
gister must be constantly watched with ten times mdtd^^Jwlance 
than It is at present. In the court of every revisUdgujarristet 
theie must be a Radical attorney-general and a Conservative 
attorney- general in constant pay, under a perpetual retainer : 
the candidates never, as it were, can be out ot the field. These 
agents now receive from lOO to 300 guineas each , and^S 
tfe new sjstem would requiie more inquiiy and vigilance, their 
fees must be increased accoidingly It is, without doubt, very 
important to give encouragement to the profession ; and since 800 
smart young attorneys aie, on the average, added annually to the 
stock of about 8000 which we now possess, there cannot be any 
doubt but that^ sinking all party differences, such an expansion 
of the present profitable sjstem cannot fail to be bighly^opular 
amongst that influential branch of the community. 
t It is far more easy in all cases to discover faults than to sug- 
gest remedies. Here we have to contend With unusual difficulties, 

t isjngf f^om |he peculiar complexity of tlSf* present system of 
ective fcanchpe, and the uu^sound^ base upon which we must let 
It ; — an unsound base, — andj^ as far as any government not 

openly and decidedly te'^luttoHary iS concerned, idiloct^s 
^ unsound base ; whaWer incon^vatnences may be ittil^ined. 
It ii O ut of the qtf^tioti.^pering any mor^ with the 
system .Ili|ppresenta4iqp> The Refpm^ BiU franchise is 
ihe question 6iu$r^leff^ leist 
^io^jtimtual emd temporal and doiiimods^ edhunud to h^ttembjic 
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in the hi^ court of pariiam^ot: the remedies £(«• the disttttb- 
lince given to the principles of the monarchy must and will be 
found fti'^another way. 

Let tis e&amine what is the natojfe of the document which^ in 
this bill and in the Reform Bill* iS Called ""a Parlia- 

ment must often obey the higher authority Of (ihstbim^the jus ^ 
norma loijuendi It was quite right that ^cad* should be 
good English by statute, in order that, when Mr. Byers or Nm*" 
Stowell appear to lay their informations, the police-justice may 
^ke cognizance of the nomenclature of the road. The law 
wh^^^mpels the turtipike-toil-taker to ^ donsider tWo oxen or 
as one horse' does not follow the grazier to Sinith- 
^Ireld. The clause in the revenue act which de^nes ' operation ' 
to mean ' a quantity of tobacco ' is unobjectionable, because you 
have at least the parliamentary explanation annexed to the parlia- 
mentary term, saving all trouble to future parliamentary lexico- 
graphers. The> will know that it is not such an ^ operation' as 
is performed by Sir Isaac Goldsmid in ^ Mexicans’ on the Stock 
Exchange, or by Mr. Maemurdo on a limb in St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital. 

Sofaiis well — but if you give the name of * registration' to 
thatu^Mlj&is registration, but a complicated transaction^ of 
which ISife Writing or printing is merely the formal incident, you 
inevitably produce a constant swerving from any correct estimation 
of the means which are to be adopted for rendering such transac- 
tion conscientious and correct. Registration, in its real and pro- 
per sense, is a mere ministerial act, in which the registrar is not 
invested with any power of taking cognizance of any facts, except 
such as come before him in the exercise of his duty. He is desti- 
tute of any power approximating to a judicial power. If a Middle- 
sex Registrar should be perfectly certain tliat a deed brought before 
him to be registered is forged, still, if the party oflFering himself 
as the attesting witness persist in making the oath, the rcgistiar 
would Save no discretion — he must register the deed. In a parish 
register, the Minister puts upon record the act which he himself 
jllrlbrmed. But the parliamentary regiatradon is quite another 
thing : it involves a discussion, an unravelmeni of the inchoate 
lights f which, wbe# perfected by registration, create the franchise 
— is a dedsion, a judgment, T^e registration is the fbtm pr 
ceremony provided by statute, to enable the individual shaving 
such rights to pass from the condition of a non^ voter to the cdn- 
dition'of a voter, ^ ^ 

The ket, performed by joint agem^ of the overseer re-- 

^<|dsing barrister, is entirely analogous to the admissioifmS 
ri^^^inh»^|in ancient ^corporation, e. g. that of London,’ jG^ly 
one which still is (and long may it be so!) unaltered>|^ unfo* 

formed, 
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formed* The several conditions ii^posed by the JlefQfra Act for 
conferring a vote do not make the wter, but they give him an 
inchoate right to become a voter > which inchoate right is p^fected 
by means of the register* His title as a voter i$ completed by 
his being ^a<5ed^and retain^ upon the register, but not before. 
^Now, in me case of a Xiondon freeman, the act of admission is 
^^vformedi always virtually, and in many cases literally, by the 
l^erning body or the corporation. In ordinary cases, the admis- 
sion is made by the Chamberlain, ene of the highest officers of 
the corporation, and who admits the party upon proof of 1^ 
having acquit ed the rights into which he, the Chamberj^S^ e|- 
amines according to the city law, of which the Chamberiji® ^ 
snch purposes is the Judge. The entry in the ChambenaSa^ 
book is the record of his judgment ; and, should the case be spe- 
cial, the admission is made by the express vole or decision of the 
aldermen or common council. 

Following this analogy — instead of having a ^ claim’ made by the 
voter, which, as in the present shape, does not at all disclose the 
elements of his title, so as to show an adversary how to sift it — he 
should put in a document containing answers to every interrogatory 
which could be administered to him, upon all the points on which 
bis electoral title depends.* He should exhibit the of bis 

title. He should furnish the data whereby the funedondy, from 
whom he requires the admission, may judge whether be has made 
out a primd facie case for admission, and, further, to enable such 
functionary to call for evidence — if he thinks fit — in support of the 


* The followiug is an imperfect sketch of what would be needed lu I*oxidou ; to com- 
plete it, fout 01 live more heads of luquiry would be req^uiied ; — 

1 . Nome of voter. 

2. Place of buth. 

3. Date of btrth. 

4 . Date of admission to city fieedom, 

5. Title of admission to city freedom, viz., whether by 

Birth (rt). 

•Serv itucle (a). 

Uedemption, 
fi. Company. 

^ 7. Date of call to company’s livery. 

8. Place of residence within the statutory distance. 

9. Apy other place of residence. 

(a) If the party claims by admission upon hirth or apprenticeship since 1st IKarch, 
'1831, state in addition — 

I' Nohfe of fath^ or toaster. 

s,lU Ditto of father s or masterV admission to cHy fVeedoin# and whethe^vby ^ 
ffirth. 


irvitude. 

y^ption. 

. Date toufs admission to company. 

Ana to every perton through or jfVOto wKomitbe title to the freedom had 


; 

IS. 




^ 1 ^ CommMe4^ und 

thAtsC althougb no obj^dor i^honld^ ; and in ta$e^ of 

my wilfUi ttiiBHitatentoniv he^sbotdd iuout n roty heavy penalty, 
to be%scovered hy summary process^ fdi^ benefit of the 
infotmer* 

^ Ift plaoni therefore, of the re^stry, th<^r645hould covixt of 
fidniisskm/ of which the judge ahali ejo officio bo to sd[t 

the title of the claimants ; and this * court of admissaon ’ she 
be held before a functionary of the same rank and station as i 
i^evising barrister: one or mol'e to be appointed fon each coun^, 

~ pnld ^make circuits throt^h the different unions^ With 
details it is not necessary to trouble our readem The 
^ will, probably, not greatly exceed thC charges now in* 
yet, if it does, there will be no reason to grudge it^ 
although the money may come— not from the poor-rates but— ^ 
from ihe consolidated fund. And the court of appeal from the 
court of admission would be^titic Judges of Westminster Hall, as 
before proposed. 

Tlie next step would be, to give the most efficient powers for 
having e scrutiny ot the titne of the election, at the oydion of the 
defeaieA party ; and that, not at his exj>ense, so far as the payment 
of the a||8essor, clerks, and other officers is concerned, but at 
ihe pub^\^e3(!peme. It is not a piivate affair^ The correctness 
of the ireturn is really and truly a public concern. The present 
^ Bill (§ 79) declares that no scrutiny shall he henceforth allowed. 
This, we apprehend, is a most mistaken course. The denial 
6f a scrutiny deprives parliament, and the party, of one of die 
most efficient and convenient remedies. The bringing justice 
to every man^S dCor used to be the pride of the English constiiu* 
iion. Glmduct your inquiry upon the « spot, whilst the mattes is 
fresh, and a great number of the qudmons by which the time of 
committees is wasted and worn, such as personation, change of 
residencOi and so on, will be immediately and satisfactorily de- 
termined. One of the greatest impediments to cmnmitiee in* 
vestigations is the enormous expense attending the giving of 
evidence, An efficient scrutiny will intercept the expense ^ and 



pnriected wh«» parw^We been najmra% brought 
IkHr^bepiirpoee of theejifK’tion' • > , . , ^ 

. we Mxive at the court of ultimate rei^t, the court 

trhich i»to decide iqxM ihetyah^y leturoe. iCmuuyone. 
'thw failure of all the viuicnift^lpendlinents in th^mo^bi# 
Inutile Gomntittcie^ e^edt'that ua;^nteank of coni*^^ m 
. $1 will eucceeiy And may we not xather hope fbat|^«f^ IhU 
0f Cominong etJmlj'guaaidttf tbo aueerirpy they^JlMpua^ 



Electic^ Committees fitSSl RegistfoAi^ of Electors^ 400 


^propriety of giving up thef fancy — for it ia notbic® m0r©~\i?bidi 
makes them suppose that, because they elect the member|/of the 
election committee, they are ^erasing any jurisiliotioii .4>ver 
elections ? In fact, they are exercising none. They have, so foljg 
as the Gr grille system prevails, divested themselves of all juris- 
diction* Mt>vr strangely are wise men deluded by words i It is 
the members of the committee sit in a room belonging to the 
ouse, and they report their decisions to the House. But the 
House, as a distinct brapeh of the legislature, has absolutely de- 
parted with all that constitutes jurisdictionu The Home gives po 
one power to the overseers, no one power to the revising ' “ 
no one power to the committee. The House has no auti 
judge of the return. When the election committee is 
nominated, the committee is as completely severed from the 
House of Commons, as the Court of Vice-Chancellor Knight 
Bruce. The election committee is not a committee of the House 
of Commons. The House, by the Speaker, issues process for the 
committee ; but in so doing, or when they order the clerk of the 
crown to attend with the writ and to amend the return, the acts, 
whether of House or Speaker, with whatever form they may 
be clothed, are simply ministerial. The House is the officer 
of the committee, and nothing more; the jurisdiction^pjfjlhe com- 
mittee docs not proceed from the House of Commons^^ut, like 
that of Vice-Chancellor Knight Bruce, from King, Ixirds, and 
Commons, The committee is no more a House of Commons * 
tribunal than the Vice-Chancellor’s Court. They have no more 
to do with the Report made upon the petition, than they have 
with tlie equity decree; they have entirely abdicated all power 
therein. This was clearly ^pd forcibly shown by Mr, Dyson, in 
the debate upon the Grenville BUI. He 


* objected first, as the mode was novel and contrary to the usage and 
custom of parliament, and inconsistent with the constitution thereof, Uiat 
the House, by coming into such a proposal of establishing a committee, 
Wllicn WAS TO nBCIUB INnEPEUnSNT OF THE J13DGHENT OFTp^ HoUSB, 
Pin NOT* OlVBST ITSELF OF THB POWEES ESSENTIAL TO IT AND IfS JUEI5- 

nicTioN, but thot the doing it by act of oath f was still more dat|gerous. 
2'hai this doing it by an act, so far as it had a tendency to re^er the 
ftouse of Commons dejpendmt on the otFter brmches of tegistature in 
the exerciife of its jymctal ^owef^t ahu parli^afly in moHer^ qf "its 
own exclusive rights ahd prmkges^ had a direct tendency to destroy the 
balance of power between the several branches of parliamefnt^ and must 
BO far obstruct the freedom and eveuetistence of perUameni^: thai4beTe- 
fore, if he could see reuiove^^e insurmountable objectioiis which lay in 
she way mode of the pmlpoBal, he could yet neuer jrtVe his cm^ 
ii by Act of Pariioime^iU » That he disapproved the severaf 

b waatiug bsre— tbs f 'frnt, aa ks have bafin^^b- 

li ^ regulations 
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regulations proposed) acme as impr^ticab}^) others as inefficient x 
thought thft various T^ulations prescribed fqr^e forming the commitu^ 
as proposed in the biil> intricate and impracticable^ and gave his reasons 
in the particular discussion of each : he said further) that he thought that 
partiality might creep into this committee equally as 
House at large, esjtecially by means of the two additional jl^piers to be 
nomina|ed by the parties. He was apprehensive that^roe of thi^h 
regulations might draw into dangerous consequences, which the 
wa^no longer at liberty) or had the power, to remedy, when it should 
thus have delegated its judicial •power to a courts to he formed by Act 
of — Debrett^ vol. xxvii. p. 282. 

M t elbore Ellis took the same ground with equal emphasis : 

th6 idea of reverting to the old parliamentary system of trials by a 
select committee did not hold on this plan ; for there* though the com- 
mittee tried, the House determined : whereas^ in this billy the deter- 
i^ina^on of the committee was JmaL That the trial ot controverted elec- 
tion s'might be as well refeired t<fthe twelve judges, as to such an indk- 
PENDKNT COURT (POR I WIl.t NOT CALL IT A COMAIITPRE) aS thlS bill 

proposes, secluded by Act of Parliament from all communications with 
the House. That this proposed measure was veiy material — it was an 
essential alteration of the constitution of parliament — a total abroga- 
tion OP ©NE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT RIGHTS AND JURISDICTIONS OP 

THE HotdfeE OF Commons. That he doubted whether the representatives 
chosen lihder the possession of these rights, and having and using the 
exercise of the jurisdiction which they liad always used m matters of 
disputed elections, Ae doiihfed,’ he said, * whether they could give them 
upJ*-^DebreUi vol. xxvu. p. 294. 

But they have given them up. The rights and jurisdictions 
arO abrogated. And at this present mainent, all that the House 
of Commons gains by adhering to they suppose to be ihcir 
privilege is, tliat the validity of is tried by an inde- 

pendent court, comppsed of seven gentlemen, each of whom 
enjo}S the privileges of being permitted to eat his beef-steak at 
Bellamy’s, and of receiving his prepaid letters post free, he 
being addressed with M,P. tacked to bis name, 

" Mr, Shell, we believe, has suggested that a master in chancery, 
jadded as an assessor, might give more stability to the Coirir 
n^tee ; but such an assessor would naturally end by being every^ 
jt^g. Like Mr. ^|j(ob)er «ut the Mansion House, who ^ p^er- 
petual Lord Mayor, $0 would tl^e assessor absorb ihe committee ; 
and we believe that no efficient mod© will be found of remedying 
the present most defective state of the law, except by considering 
bdy the twp branches of jujrisdictidM^hicb> as we hi^ve before 
exist in the committee, ||pi each be sepatately^dea^ 
it, separate fbrm^of 'procew.*^" Both idiDula b4l^b*|Sf^]t 
^ ttij^nal. Composed at least in partof the 

I^erSps the|e ctrew^j^ par*. 
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liamentai^ purposes only ; and those should take place between 
the elections and the sitting Of the Parliament. (We believe 
something like this was suggested by Sir Robert and 

opposed W Mr. Williams Wynne.) As the law now stands, 
the fate ministry, or of the succession, 015 of the constitn- 
^n, mi^^tie decided by members illegally returned by gross 
^^ruption. by intimidation, by barefaced violence. We will 
say that any thing like this ever really occurred, but it 
might ; and Parliament should look to it whilst they have the 
power. The Commissioners in each commission should.sit as a 
Bench of Four. We should see no objections to 
other competent persons in the parliamentary commi^li^SsI^ 
addition to the Judges, not to this being done by a vote of^M^ 
House in the preceding parliament. In this case, each member 
should only be entitled to vote for half the number of commis- 
sioners required, — an excellent inode of protecting the interests of 
the minority; and which, by the way, we would apply to all 
municipal and parochial elections. Possibly, some of the forms 
of the common law might require to be modified ; but such is 
the wonderful good sense and consistency of its system — once so 
prized, and now in fast progress towards becoming as obsolete 
as the Dooms of Elhelbert and Ina — that no real ^difficulty 
would be found in adapting them to the peculiar cas^s which 
arise under election laws. And we may add more — we believe, 
and we make the assertion most deliberately — that there is hardly 
a single secular want of our present age, which the common law 
system, wisely expounded, would not supply. Let only those 
who are engaged upon the task, endeavour to be enabled to 
reject all party politics, conventional language, and, without 
slavishly adhering to the forms of our ancient jurisprudence, 
attempt to guide themselves by its reason*— and all may yet be 
well. 


Note.— A friend, fiom whom we have received many \dluable suggestions and 
much useful advice, and whom we would most gladly quote by name if etiquetfe 
jK^rmitted us so to do. is still of opinion tliat a good tribunal might be formed by a 
paid Coraniitfee of tlie House of Commons. Four members from each side of the 
House to sit de die in diem — and in c.ise of equality of votes, each of the four in roUtion 
tp luve the casting vote”, but with ai:r«oppeal in ail mses in which the Committee is not 
unanimous to another Committee appointed in lUm manner— members of either Com- 
mittee to deliver their judgments as judges in open Comt, with their reasons— with, on 
difli( uU questions of law or evidence, power to state a case, as the Lord Chancellor 
does, for the opinion and certificate of any* of the Superior Courts in the manner 
before suggesteih We give this opinion because it results from one who has hod very 
great practical experience ; but we oy^ct tc^e casting-vote ; and we cipnot help pre- 
i^rrihg tha scheme which we ha viyipi ggest^ of taking the matter wholly out of die 
waU| of the House, and adjudic 4 i||llf on tlie spot by !lwliameriiary eironits, as abovv 
|lKopo$4d; ilpdes whiph the Commit^ plan d<xw not movid«^a r^imedy ihr whsd wp 
eoMd^tlie meatesf evil, namely, the opening of the Parliament without a previous 
m the powers ofihe memh^ts. ^ 


Art, 
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Aht. %r — Amwcati Notes, for ^Qmkrat Circuhtion* By 

'Cburlcs t^jckeY>9* ^ % vols, post lionj3o% 184^, 

"VII^E iNsan^y wkh^atid re«uK>ns ox ^mft 

’ ^ night 6bvi5us-^that the morbid neilsibili^ Trane^ 

Atlauttc cehnins to the ^opinion of Eogluh vii^itors eomd be 
der^iiedk We wish it for otir own sakefs es^well an thdirn, 

to ail IhmT intercourse with us— whether literary or polf ^ 
deal — a jealous aspect and a captious spirit^ «paiufol to them- 
selv^ia^d therefore embarrassing to us. if we were disposed to 
national pride, we might represent it as a hind of 
^^pljPutary tribute to our superior taste and ^judgment— ^but it is 
^^^ute of such dubious value that we would willingly waive all 
claim to it-^ 

— ^it not enricheth us, 

And makes^lh^m poor indeed*’ 

The truth is, that instead of being the result of any rational defer- 
ence or good Will towards the father-land, it has a very opposite 
origin, and tends to directlj contrary results 

It seems at first sight somewhat unreasonable that Americans 
of education and good manners should feel so painfully, as they 
certainly do, criticisms on those other classes which must in all 
countnes be expected to exhibit some coarse peculiarities — why 
should they be more offended at such observations than French or 
English gentlemen are at exhibitions of the manners of ^ Rapee 
or Wappmg? iThe true explanation is, we believe, that this sus- 
ceptibility is a natural effect of their political institutions. The 
principle of universal eq^alUy <»^ly to make society very 

igniscellaneous, but it creates p co-partnerMp, ai$f it 

were, a^iong all ranks pl^Americans lOhe results, whether good 
or b^, which foreignerj'^ay attribute to that fundaipental doc- 
trine of democracy, ^nd this, on the other band, is one of the 
chief motives of the peculiar interest which the English public 
take in the weeing of the social machine in the United States. 
The curiosity 6n one side, and the soreness on the other, on many 
^pics apparently very trifling, have ^ deeper root than any kind 
Jf^ltonarjAlt^msi^ gfl in fact indications of thet‘ gaturel 


pOW' Watching eveiy step of the great 'experimental contest be-^ 


^een deipocmtical end inonsu'chic^ government it; ikJno% 


^tetope, ik the Americi^^ 


dappo^ tony personal 
tMtieatyj nor atgr desire* to diltwiBPheir ;^dirid\tat qusUtit^ 
Sel it^li^ns the euriodifyaitd whh^wlbich 

ltdiittweji tol<»li;.gt diea:'#<^]^st^ j »<a- can^l^ey r^MUtud^ 

%xpect 
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expect that we — who, like themselve$, admit that the test of a 
good form 6f govcrnriient j^jhe degJtee*<Jf mtelji^ehcej 

comfort, and general happm&' whicli it mely CotiUt on^tfie great 
mass of t^Bj^ple,^bould refrain inq’airing pre)#y 
into t^e j|®ical effect of their political instUiillaiW on natioMl 
,^rals aifd It i» nnly hy an appeal to such facts that 

relative merits of the adverse theories can ever be decided^ 
itmerican writers hare no scruple in observing pretty freely on 
the aristodratical manners of JEurope-^how can they wonder that 
Euroj^ans use the same freedom with the democratic of 
America? AU that either party has a right to requirc^plte 
the facts should be told with truth, and ' the argument cuhe^M 
with temper, , 

It is in this spirit that we are always disposed to deal with 
American topics, and while we gladly receive every successive 
addition to the facts — however midute — which may give j^s h 
fuller insight into their social life, we have no desire to see such 
subjects satirically or even llghtljy treated. What may he wrong 
we cannot affect to think right, nor can we always repress a smile 
at what may appear ridiculous ; but we are sincerely anxious to 
avoid on our own parts, and, as far as our influence might go^ to 
discountenance in other writers, any idle or wanton offence to 
their private feelings, or even their national prejudices* 

Both Englishmen and Americans should consider that our 
common origin and language, which theoretically ought to he 
a bond of moral connexion, are in practice very liable to pro- 
duce a hostile and jealous spirit between the two nations. 
When a French traveller, however cynical, visits America, he is 
aware that he is visitmg^j^fe|eign land-r-and feels no suiprise 
that the idiom and mann«w Of New Yprk differ from those of 
Paris ; and if he should happen to any unfavourable ob- 

servations, they are buried, as it were, in his own foreign tongue ; 
the busy men of Broadway neither know care what the idlers 
of the Palais Royal may be scribbling or jabbering about them. 
But with an Englishman the case is altogether different. The 
identity of language, which promotes commercial intercourse and 
creates a comc^iumty — to a certain extent — of literary taste and^of 
moral feeling^ feis a proportionahlj bad effe^Mfhere anythingi^e 
a personal oifferenc^ happens to arise. The mutual lanras^e 
then becomes a dpul^le wea^n-^j;|ie common fountain overiftows 
on ealteh ride with the wa^r^Tbitterness. ^ Vfi tUph dfe- 

cussifrg this on occasion we sm^^tbat when 

pb6|3|i or ^Ik itoofherin ^SferenV languages 

they ali me boxers sparring hi stuffed glpyes; but when tne 
4^ericans s^bhlf, tb their ^jpmon mngue it is 



504 


Dick^fnsV Notes, 


like hitting home with the naked fist — ev*ery blow gives a black 
eye or a bloody nose. 

It was therefore, we confess, with no particular pleasure th|^t- 
we beard were to have a picture of Afo^ca ^ 

Mr. DicketlSi Mr. Dickens is, as everybody knoWlpPf author 
of some pophlar stories published originally in peViomlkl parts-^ ^ 
reaujwkable as clever exhibitions of very low life — treated ho#4 
*ev4lf generally speaking, with better taste and less vulgarity^ thatf' 
the subjects seem to promise. We must say, en pa^sani, that we 
have little taste lor the class of novels that take their heroes 
j H H ^P eiygate and St, Giles’s, Even in the powerful hands of 
Jonathan Wild has always both disgusted and wearied 
^vS^fbtxl Fielding professed to have a inojal, object, and practically 
his rcvelatiOTis may have done good — at least, they ne\er could 
hove operated as an incentive to the saine class of crimes, which 
iln||fe, we fear, than caiT Ife Vaid for some of the novels and 
draum of the new school, whose Parnassus is a police-office, and 
whose Helicon the neighbouring lap. 

4 Of Mr. Dickens, however, it is but justice to say that little or 
^nothing of this offensive character can be charged against him — he 
^ manages his most ticklish situations with dexterous decency-^ his 
scenes, though low, are not immoral — his characters arc oi iginal 
without being unnatural — the pleasantry is broad, but never imle- 
licate, and seldom forced — the pathos is frequent and touching, but 
not maudlin — and in the peculiar walk which it has been his taste or 
his chance to adopt, he has, we think, fewer faults and more mCnts 
than any of his imitators or competitors. But we must confess 
that we doubt whether the powers — or perhaps we should say 
the habits of his mind — ar6 any sustained exertion. 

His best things^ to our ti|pte^ are sd^tx^liiort tales published under 
uthe absurd pseudonywhE^li Boz — in which a single anecdote, 
lively or serious, is told with humour or tenderness as the sub- 
ject may requure, bu#ialways with ease and felicity. His longer 
works owe, we are afraid, much of their popularity to their 
'^^havii^ been published in numbers. There is in them, as in the 
Others, considerable truth, but in the long run somewhat of 
safneness; and the continuous repetition of scenes of low life — • 
"thodgli^ a? we ha#r;,iBaid, seldom mlgarl^ treated^beeomes at 
lasi exceedingly tedious. We at least can say for ourselves that 
%e followed the earlier portions of ^ Nickleby,’ as they were 

— — 

TliS*, hosrevet, tnost be taken i^tM foy Mr. tMokens^s woiks Mford a 

^fidd^mpliWhQxi of tbe lietfip « ^ 

m low-life-^hj* Weller. Nojcea. or Msotellini*-'i8 


le,hosrever, tniut be taken for Mr. tliokeitB’s woiks a^Wd a 

^fidd^tnpliWhQxi of tbe <|«Sbte»ke l)etfip« ^ 

lOw-life— hi# Wellei:, Noggau or 

ofhi»attetnj^4t'^|f«tocfacy--*hi|lor%an^^ieap^ 

pablisbe^I 
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published, with that degree of interest and amusement which 
serves to while away what the French so appropriately call ^ hs 
womens perdus :* but it happened that we did not .see the latter 
half till whole had^hecn coUected in a lhen,^we 

most coii^^^>that we found some difficulty ixt gltting through, 
this concenti^ted shape, a series of chapters, which we have no 
dp^tllht we should have read, at the usual Intervals, with as mueh 
sfest as we had done their predecessors. In short, we are inclh)»ed 
to predict of works of this style both in England and France 
(where the manufacture is flourishing on a very extensim and 
somewhat profligate scale) that an ephemeral popularity^^||^«fe% 
followed by early oWivion. 

But, however this may be, there is, we think, little doubt 
it was Mr, Dickens’s reputation as a kind of moral caricaturist— 
a shrewd observer and powerful delineator of ridiculous pecu- 
liauties in diction and in manners^ €hat suggested the idea O&hil 
undertaking a voyage to America and this consequent pubiicamon. 
Certain it is that the American public was considerably excited, 
not to say alarmed, at the supposition that he was coming amongst 
them with the design of making and preserving in a more lasting 
form the same kind of satirical sketches of Transatlantic manners 
which Mr. Mathews had so ludicrously dramatized. 

Extravagant as it may seem, we can assure our readers that 
before the publication of this work we ourselves hoard from a 
most respectable person, well acquainted with America, a grave 
and really heartfelt apprehension, whether ^ Mr* Dickem's book 
mujht not counterbalance all the good that had been done by 
Lord Ashburton mission I ’ 

But with whatever intej^i^iSi?tr-*whether serious or comic — Mr. 
Dickens may have under his tour, tlie result, we think, will 
c(|ually disappoint those who feared anft|liOSe who hoped that he 
would exhibit the interior of American life with the same shrewd 
})erception of the ridiculous, and the sajjfo caustic power of 
describing it, for which he had become so celebrated at home. 
In fact the work has very little of Mr. Dickens’s peculiar merit, 
and still less, we are sorry to say, pf any other. It seems to us 
an entire failure j and yet, paradoxical as it may appear, the 
failure is probably more cr^itaWe to hi$J-^rsonal character 
than a high degree of literary success might have been. We 
have no personaT acquaintance with Mr. Dickens, and Idiow 
nothing of the secret liistorp^of his publication, but we tbink we 
can trace the genmaiunsiia^ of his work to very honourable 
sourees^ He seems to baw&en hospitably received into 
rican lio^ty, and could hardly faif fo see ^e painful , anxiety 
wWbh are, ^inj^me^^ tery gen^plj^ f^l^nd* 
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deiarly exhibited^ as to the cdonr his picture of America 
was likely to take, We can easily im^ne that he jnsy havj^ 
been much embarrassed between 1^ origmal Hterary object ati^ 
the delicacy of hi# pentdnal position — between sincerity and gratis 
tude — and ]he ^ctEbis to have made, at least during the greater part 
of his book» the prudent compromise of woidlng as possible 
l^a ajgfthh tig that was likely to give offence He ^ems also to havb 
^bi(jS delicacy — not very usual amongst modern travellers — as t6 
mentioniug anvthing whatsoever about private persons, or even 
pnv^ life. jNo one can complain in his case of civilities ill 
| i |g ( BW grof privacy violated“of confidence betrayed. He does 
mention one individual name.^He does not afford 
4p|Pne slightest glim^e into private society ; ^r does he, that we 
recollect, repeat anything that he saw or heard under any roof 
save those of taverns, hospitals, or gaols; nor make mention — • 
|Oq||^or bad — of any more itj^resting persons than the governors 
of prisons, the captains of sfeam-boats, the drivei s of omnibuses, 
^ and the motley inmates of such receptacles and vehicles. Nt)W 
this, with all our approbation of Mr. Dickens's principle, we 
cannot but think, is carrying it rather too far. We cannot doubt 

* that he might have given us, without any breach of the laws of 

hospitality — without revealing individual names, or any circum- 
stances that could tend to identify the parties of whom anything 
disagreeable might be said — some general idea of the interior of 
American society as he saw it — something of tbo manners and 
feeliugs of the no doubt respectable class with which it was his 
good fortune to associate — and of whom we hope and believe he 
might have told much that would have amused and informed us, 
without offendmg them — at leas^^vidually. His not doing 
so tends in a double defe8^^||rkind intentions; for such 

extraordinary reserve lead ttran injurious suspicion that 

he is silent because 1^ nothing agreeable to tell : — and, then, 
what he has to tell^-'^lf such low persons as he does mention — 
is necessarily of a coarser yam, and gives to the whole work an 
aspect' decidedly unfavourable to the American character — which a 

* little insight into better society would have softened and relieved, 

JSut this straug<^ana, as we think, uUra-delicate determination 

* lital it should not discoverable from his book that be had ever 
partaken of one private meal, or even entered one private house 
(or not mote than one), has forced Mr. Dickens to eke out his 
vtflumes with such common aiid general topics as we have bad 

^ — ■ -i 
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over and over again from other travellers, and by most of them, 
we think, better handled. It would be impossible to exhibit, by 
extracts, the extent to which Mr. Dickens pushes the practice of 
dwelling on certain clslsses of subjects which, think, might have 
been much more succinctly treated, and of starring over other 
matters on which we should have been desirous to hear his opinion ; 
but the following synopsis of the topics treated in the first half^of 
his first volume, including his sojourn at Boston, and of the S|^e * 
allotted by him to each subject, will explain the manner in which 
the book has been conaicted. 

His visit to Boston — the city of all America in wh^k 
gives us to understand — and we believe justly — that society 
eluding, of course, literature, manners, arts, &c.) is dn the 
and most satisfactory footing, concludes with the 142nd page — aTO 
these 1 42 pages are thus occupied 


Topics. Pages. 

* Passage out * . • . . . . .53 

Cases of a boy and girl in the Blind Asylum . . 32 

General observations on prisons, hospitals, and houses of 
correction ....... 30 

Religion, its various sects and influence — including two 
pages of a sermon by a sailor turned preacher . . 8 

General description of the city of Boston . . .6 

Com ts of law and administration of justice ... 5 

Hotels — furniture, attendance, style of living in them . 2 

Univeisity of Cambridge — excellence of its professors, 
and beneficial influence on society . . • 1 i 

‘ Social customs ’ and general modes of life . . 0 

The ladies, their beauty, education, moral qualities, and 
amusements . . • f • > • * 0 

The theatres « . . . . .0 

Appearance and proceedings of the Senate House of 
Representatives ...... 0 

‘ Tone of Society in Boston ’ . . . (nqfe quite) 0 

State of literature ...... 0 

Fine arts ........ 0 

Material, moral, and political condition, occupations, 
manners, &c. of the various classes of the people . 0 

Trade, commerce, finance, public works, army, navy, pro- 
fessions, dress, equipages, government, &c. ^c. Mc, . 0 


Lines. 

17 

14 

4 

3 . 

2 

0 ! 

0 !! 

Oil! 

0 !!!! 


Of New York, Hhe beautiful metropolis of America,^ as he 
designates it, his account is sUll more meagre. In the thirty-nine 
pages dedicated to that city, there is no intimation that he ever 
entered n private houde, a private gentleman, of that there 
even exifts any kind of civilised society — exc^t what may be 
infetfed Irom % couple of sep^i^ces — to wit 
yon. Lxxt Ko.,cxur.. ^The^^^ 
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* The tone of the best society in this city is like that of Bostoii^twhich he 
bad dispatched in less than tiw iims'l : here and there» it may be, with a 
greater infusion mercantile spirit, but generally polished and 
rei^d, and always mjli^Aospitable. The houseii and tables are elegant; 
the^ours later an4> rakish ; and there is, perhaps* a greater spirit 
of contention in reference to appearances, and the display ofVealth ar^d 
cosUy living. The ladies are singularly beautiful.* — vol- i/p. 229. 

^ all that he says on higher society and intellectual sub- 

jects is thus condensed into a few lines, pages ere given to 
gaols and lunatic asylums, and all the rest, thirty-three pages, 

® ^,i!fAt^-door descriptions of the grotesque, squalid rabble — 
;^%e|^^use, it would seem, of humanity — that swarm in 
istreMi. And even in the description atiklhis motley crowd 
there is nothin^peculiar or charactei^slic ; for a ^ mulatto land- 
lady' and a ^ blMfc fiddler,^ the main figures in this New Ycnk 
pa^rama, might be seen 'in Paris or London ; — but again, as at 
Boston, of private life, of atts or science— literature or politics — 
^ law or commerce — public works or individual enterprise — na- 
tional feelings or social manners — not a word. On ali such 
topics his account of the ‘ beautiful metrojiolis ’ as barren as 
if he had been bivouacking for a single night in some embryo 
village of the western wild ; and this is the more extraordinary, 
because New York is not only, as he admits, a very remarkable 
city, hithetto imperfectly described, but it has recently received, 
and is still receiving, a vast extension not merely of commerce and 
population, but of public works of great utility and magnificence : 
— for instance— there is, we are informed, just on the point of 
completion a very fine church in the Gothic style — a minste?', 
indeed, we may almost call it — by our Anglican brethren 
of New York ; and tb^^re is, alsCT tlllitly finished — at the cost, we 
are told, of 3,000,00^ j^terliiig-2c|n aqueduct for conveying an 
enormous sup|% of water from a distance of above forty miles 
into the city, which^^ls the solid utility of the old Roman works, 
and promises to vie m its ornamental details and adjuncts with 
Parisian splendour. No private delicacy can be alleged as an 
excuse for bis silence on such objects as a cathedral and an 
aqueduct — which, from their importance, their character, and the 
taste in which they arc execut^, seem to mark an era in the 
architectutal, and even the morale history of the States. 1 1 would 
not have been indifferent to the inhabitants of London to have 
heard by whoSe suggestion and designs, from what f^^^ and 
under what regulations and management this gre^t aqueduct has 
B^en ere^d and is to be maintained ; and still more interesting 
vTnuld it have been to have had account of the state of the 
.'^AnMlcan America^clFlilie means bv which, and the 

congregation 
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congregation for which so noble a temple has been erected. I nstead 
of anything of this kind, Mr. Dickons tells us with much detail that 
he saw in New York — ^besides flie mulatto tendlady ’ and "a 
black fiddler ’ — ^ on^ barrel-organ ‘ o^ie » dancing-monke||^* *— ^ 
and, he by way of climax, ^ not one iJbInte mouse^ Alfmis, 
we presumd; is meant for pleasantry ; but indeed the utter inanity 
of Mr. Dickens’s pages as to all topics of information, or evj|n 
i^tional amusement, is not more to be regretted than the awlk^fd*" 
efforts at jocularity with which he endeavours to supply their 
places. 

We might, in return, be very facetious in 
Dickens’s bad taste, l^ut we prefer seriously remonstratin^raljp^ 
on nonsense so de|^^able that we are almost ashamed tb giv^^q^^ 
other specimen* We have already stated th^of the account of 
New York a few lines only are giy^njto a general view of society 
in that city, while several pages aro^employed on the lowe^aiid 
most trivial topics ; but our readers . Will hardly be prepar^ for 
such stupid puerility as weha\e now to produce. It seems that 
the streets of the ^ beautiful metropolis ’ are very much frequented 
by jngH. This gives Mr. Dickens the opportunity of dedicating 
not merely to pigs in general, but to om individual and selected 
pig, three pages of his ^ Ametican Notes^' being, wc calculate, six 
times more space than he has given to the statesmen, orators, 
literators, artists, and heroes of America all put together : — 

‘ Here is a solitary swine, lounging homeward by himself. He has 
only one ear; haying parted with the othei to vagrant dogs in the course 
of his city rambles. But he gets on very well without it; and leads 
a rovintj, gentlemanly, vagabond kind of life, somewhat answering to 
that of our club-wen at home, , JSfe leaves his lodgings every morning 
at a certain hour, tl^ows hinM^j^tmon the to^n, gets through lus day in 
some maimer quite satisfaction nimself^!,.^id regularly appeals at the 
door of his own house again at night, my master qi Gil 

Bias. He is a firee-and-casy, careless, indiffer^t kind of pig, having a 
very large acquaintance among other pigs of tw same character, whom 
he rather knows by sight than conversation, as he seldom troubles him- 
self to stop and exchange civilities, but goes grunting down the kennel, 
turning up the news and small-talk *’of the city, in the shape of cabbage- 
stalks and offal, and bearing no tails but his own : which is a very short 
one, for his old enemies, the dogs, have been aMhat too, and have left 
him hardly enough to swear by. He is in every respect a republican 
pig, going wherever he pleases, and mingling vqith the best .society, on an 
eqv^ if not superior footing, for every one makes way when he appears, 
and 1^'baughtiest give him the wall, if he prefer it.* — vol^i, p. 205. 

And so on for three pages f* Our readers will, We ^'dbink, excuse^ 
us Strom producing anyr furtbor specimi^tis/of this species of plea-^ 
vsantry, md will oSy wondff^w any man,4|||b a^4lhe of Mr- 

2 u ^ ^ Dickers 
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Dickens’s cleverness and a g^ain of tael, could pubBsh such 
trash. irf 

We have alrf^j^gk^milted that a considerable share of Mr. 
Di% ns’s failure--jA^he failure is unquestionable^ — may be at- 
tribmed to his IftipSElIb reluctance to abuse the confidence of 
private society, tJBd to the consequent necessity of filling' up 
BS with— no matter what; but we think also that in no 
glances would he have written a good book of travels, 
the pen, hke artists of the pencil, have generally a style 
which IS proper to themselves, and from which they can seldom 
d«^'i|^ u^th success : Jan Steen never could have become a 
ir Morland, another great pai^^ter of pigs, a Rey^ 
the author of ^ Pickwicl^ anf|^ Nickleby ’ must, 
we suspeeV-as Im indeed may wellS^e content with the bril- 
liant, though circumscribed, successe^ of Boz. This opinion, 
to'*'^ljich wc liad from the firjst p<igcs a kind of instinctive in- 
dinalion, has been strengthened by a closer consideration of 
his narrative ; of which the best parts — or, to speak more truly, 
almost all that are toleiable — are scenes*' and descriptions in th(‘ 
st^Ie and character of the sayings and doings of Messrs. Samuel 
VVclIer and Newman .Noggs. In stage coaches, omnibuses, 
steam- boats, and taverns, he is in his natuial element ; ho diaws 
them with spirit, and, w e have no doubt, with accuracy, and in a 
con-amore minuteness and length of detail that w’ould fill very well 
the periodical number of one of his novels, though they occupy 
a great deal too largo a space in the canvass of a picture of llie 
United States. The bei^of these passages have been so generally 
quoted in the newspapers, and are moreover so disproportionately 
prolix, that we hesitate about them ; but having ex- 

tracted a few of the worst partS^f 3^. Dickerft’s book, it is but 
fair that we should end^S^r to room for some of the best : 

they are of a slight texture, but they are sometimes curious, 
and generally am using • We should have giv^ a description 

of an American stage-^ach and its black driver, which would 
have astonished Mr. Weller, senior, but we have seen it in so 
many papers, and it is, besides, long — no less than seven pages 

—that we must satisfy ourselves with shorter specimens : — 


' * Whenever the coach stopsi and you can hear the voices of the inside 
passengers; or whenever any bystander addresses them, or apy one 
among them ; or they address each other ; you will hear ong ^pifase 
w^^rfpeated ov^ and over and over again, to the most extraordina^^&tcnt. 
^ ht is an and unpromising phrw enough, being neithefflnore 

tier less Yes, sir but it is adapted to every variety of circum- 

and fills up every pause in the ^ gversatioo. EThus ; 

♦.The time is on€^|^1ock at noon. Tibirli^^ene, a place where we are to 

stay 
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stay to dine on this journey. The coa^h drives up to the door of an inn. 
The day is warm, and there are semal Idlers about the tavern, 

and waiting for the public dinner. Amou^pj^b^^ is a stout gen^raat^ 
in a brown hat, swinging himself to and fro^n .rqcking-chair on the* 
pavement; As the coach stops, a gentleman in a straw hat looks out of 
, the [coacli] window : — ^ 1 

‘ iitraw Hat (to the stout gentleman in the rocking-chair).— 1|^^on 
that’s Judge Jcffeiaon : a’nt it? 

‘ Brown Hat (still swinging ; speaking very slowly, and witBout any 
emotion whatevei). —Yes, sir. 

‘ Straw Hat. — Warm weather, Judge. 

‘ Brown Hat. — Yes, sir. 

‘ Straw Hat — waifc a snap of cold last week. 

* Brown Hat. — Yes, siif* , 

* Straw Hat. — Yes, sir. 

‘ A pause- They look at each other very seriously. 

‘ Straw Hat. — I calculate }ou’ll have got through that case of tne cor- 
poration, Judge, by this time, now? 

‘ Brown Hat. — Yes, sir. 

‘ Straio Hat. — How did the verdict go, sir ? 

‘ Blown Hat. — For the defendant, sir. 

‘ Straw Hat (interrogatively). — Yes, sii ? 

‘ Brown Hat (affirmatively). — ^Yes, sir. 

* Both (musingly, as each gazes down the street). —Yes, sir. 

‘ Another pause. They look at each other again, still more seriously 
than before. 

‘ Brown Hat. — ^I’his coach is rather b^^hind its time to-day, I guess. 

‘ Straw Hal (doubtingly). — Yes, sir. ^ 

‘ Brown Hal (looking at his watch). — Yes, su ; nigh upon two hours. 

‘ Straw Hat (raising his.eyebtows in very great surprise).— -Yes, sii ! 

‘ Brown Bat (decisively'i^t puts up his watch),— Yes, sir. ^ 

* AH the other inside Passeu^^ (among themselves). — Yes, sir. 

‘ Coachman (in a very surly tone). — a’lit. 

‘ Straw Hat ^to the coachman) — Well, I don’t know, sir. We were 
a pietty tall time coming that last fifteen milj|. ^’That’s a fact. 

‘ The coachman making no reply, and plainly dedining to enter into 
any controversy on a subject so far removed from his sympathies and 
feelings, another passenger says Yes, sir;” and the gentlem^anin the 
straw hat, in acknowledgment of his courtesy, says “Yes, sir” to him, 
in return. The straw hat then inquires of the brown hat, whether that 
coach m which he (the Straw Hat) then sits is not a new one? To which 
the btown hat again makes answer, “ Yes, sir.” 

tt^Mraw Hat— I thought so. Pretty loud smell of varnish, air? 
Ho/.— Yes, sir. 

the other inside Passengers. — Yes*, sir. 

Hat (to the company in general). — ^Yes, sir.^ ^ 

‘ The conversational powers jrf the company having been by this lime 
pretty heavily taxed, the Stra*# Hat opens Uie gete out i and all 

the rest alight also/ — voK n. pp- 153-156. ' ^ 

> js- . ^ ' This 
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Tliis is good force, and the better because it ^ savours strongly 

oftherealV J 

It seems from passages that Mr. Dickens, while tra- 

velling in those d^iNUlences, was not very careful to preserve his 
inc^nito j and iimded the public curiosity about the celebrated 
jj^^Kseems to have extended even to what in Europe would be 
lower classed of society : — 

MV^topped to dine at Baltimore, and after dinner took our seats in 
the cars for Wasliington. Being rather early, those men and boys who 
h^p^l||d have nothing particular to do, and were curious in foreigners, 
•*4lw% to custom) round the carriage m which I sat ; let down 

the windo^^s, thrust in their heads ancCjl|aoul({|^ hooked themselves 
on conveniently b^heir elbows, and fell mfcqjnparing notes on the sub- 
ject of my personal appearance, with as mu^ indifference as if 1 were a 
stu^lSed figure. I never gained-dO much uncompromising information 
reference to my own nose and eyes, the various impresii#ns wrought 
by my mouth and chin on different minds, and how my head looks when 
it is viewed from behind, as on these occasioiy^,* Some gentlemen were 
only satisfied by exercising their sense of ; and the boys (who are 
surprisingly precocious m America) were seldom satisfied even by that, 
but would return to the charge over and over again. Many a budding 
president has walked into my room with his cap on his head and his 
hands in his pockets, and stared at me for two whole hours ; occasionally 
refreshing liimself with a tweak at his nose, or a draught from the 
water-jug ; or by walking to the windows, and inviting other hoys m the 
street below to come up and do likewise ; crying, “ Here*^ he is ! 

Come on I “ Bring a^our brothers ! ” with other hospitable en- 
treaties of that nature/ - « 

We fear that few English sf^ similar class ever look the 

same lively interest about Was^^^ Irving as he sat in a coach or 
coffee-room at the Whit|^?|H[0rse but we flatter ourselves 

that any who did would mVe shown it in a rather less impressive 
way. All travellers arje a|;reed as to the free and easy style with 
which every individual American thinks himself authorised to 
catechise, pa thp most private and personal details, any stranger 
he may happen to fall in with ; but this is, we think, the first in- 
stance we have met of an actual imposition qj^amds. 

One scene, and one only, as we recollect, in the whole book, 
seems to exhibit some trace of individual character. ^ 

On board k steam-bOat, plying ftom Harrisburg to Pittsburg, 
the commander had chSisen to admit a number of passei^Wbe- 
' |e«iging to conveyance, which very much eloped 

and inocavrolenced the pmper passengers of the boatf^his 
.brought forward one indiyidual ^o h^ not ,bpen b^ore ob- 
served ^ 

* A tbin^^faced, spare-figured ni|py uf middle age and stature, dressed in 

" a dusty 
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a dusty drabbish-coloured suit, such as I never saw before. He was 
perfectly quiet during the first part of the iourney; indeed, I don’t 
remember having so much as seen him untU\e^^w40l‘ brought out by 
circumstances, as great men often are.* ^ ^ 

, At the introduction of these extra passen^r^V* 

* Our people grumbled at this, as people do in such cases, but suffwed ^ 
the boat to be towed off with the whole freigl^t aboard, neverj^jrfiSSi ; 
and away wc went down the canal. At home I should have pi^Mcd 
lustily, but being a foreigner here, I held my peace. Not so trts pas- 
senger : he cleft a path among the people on deck (we were nearly all 
on deck), and, without addressing anybody whomsoever, Bo\iloqulswi as^ 
follows: — > I 

‘ “ This may suit thilt may ; 'hut it don’t suit me. ‘'This may 
all very well with Down-^Sers and Men of Boston raising;* but it 
won't suit niy figuie, no how — and no two ways about that ; and so I 
tell you. Now! I’m fiom the brown forests of the Mississippi, /atflj 
and when the sun shines oit me, it does shine — a little : it don’t glimme/ 
where I live, the sua^don’t. No. I’m a brown forester, I am. I a'nt 
a Johnny Cake. There i^re no smooth skins where I live: we’re rough 
men there — -rather. If Down- Easters and Men of Boston raising like 
this, I’m glad of it ; but I’m none of that raising, nor of that breed. No. 
This company wants a little fixing^ it does. *I’m the wrong soit of man 
for ’em, I am. They won’t like me, they w'on’t. This is piling of it 
up a little too mountainous, tins is.” At the end of every one of these 
shoit senteilces he turned upon his heel and walked the other vvay; 
checking himself abruptly when he had finished another short sentence, 
and turning back again. 

Mt is impossible for me to say what terri|^c meaning was hidden in 
the words of this brown forester; but I know that the other passengers 
looked on in a sort of admiring and that presently the boat was 

put bacl^ to the wharf, and ^ the Pioneers [the intruders] as 

could be coaxed or bullied inf<i 4pjihg etwaj^y^ere got rid of. When we 
started again, some of the boldest spirits'' board made bold to say to 
the obvious occasion of this improvemenf * in our prospects, “ Much 
obliged to you, sir whereunto the brown forester (waving bis hand, 
and still w^alking up and down as before) replied, “ No, you an*t. You’re 
none J my raising. You may act for yourselves, you may : I have 
p’inted out the way. Down-Easters and Johnny Cakes can follow, if 
they please. I Johnny Cake^ I an’t. I am from the brown 

forests of the Mississippi, /am.” And so on, as before. He was 
unanimously voted one of the tables for his bed at night — there is a 
great ^^ntest for the tables — in corisideration of his public services; and , 
he ha^thc warmest corner by the stove throughout the rest of the 
ii. pp, 58-60. ** 

also makes a good comic scene, whic h th at Mt* 

• Oow:^*Ea9tera^ Men of lioston raimy, aiicl Johnny Oakea, are, it seems, the 
tem|)tuous terms by which the men of the West «]|taiess the very unfounded 

opinion th^t the folks of the Eastern States are deheient in spnt and shrewdness. 

Dickens 
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, Dlftens intended ; but a less sketchy traveller would probably 
have inquired o^ir|fal^tent means of redress the brown forester^s 
ejaculatory were founded — as his mere«lBoliloquizing 

up and down th^^^^l^^uld not have had the talLsmanic effect of 
expelling^ the^inH^drs ; nor does Mn Dickens make any attempt 
plain the strange gratitude and humility with which his 
passengers accepted his contemptuous protection^ and 
ed like sugar-plums the insulting epithets Down 
Easters* and * Johnny Cakes* 

This leads us to notice, as a remarkable discrepancy, that while 
^r. general statements are in the highest degree com- 

^^IJmcnfery ito American society, in^idual instance he 

"adduces has a di|pct contrary tenden^l^^For instance, the hotels 
are, for the most part, described as Wfy magnificent establish- 
— but the details, when we arrive at them, have rather an 
'llroomfor table aspect. The hotel at Boston, 

* a very excellent one, is called the Tremont House. It has more gal- 
leries, colonnades, piazzas, and passages tjiiaS I can remember, or the 
reader would believe ; and is some triSe smtHler than Bedford Square.’ 

^ Very fine ; but the inodes of life in this great establishment do not 
seem to be in a very polished taste. 

/The bar is a large room with a stone floor, and there people stand and 
smoke, and lounge about, all the evening ; dropping in aqd out as the 
humour takes them. There too the stranger is initiated into the mys- 
teries of Ginsling, Cocktail, Sangaree, Mint Julep, Sher^-cobbler, 
Timber Doodle, and other rare drinks. The house is full of hoarders, 
both married and single, many of whom sleep upon the premises, and 
contract by the week for their board lodging ; the charge for which 
dimiuishes as they go nearer thge sicy tq^Qoet, A public table is laid in 
a very handsome hall for breakfa^'^^for dinner, and for supper. 
The party sitting dowji f^ether to’^'th^se meals will vary in number 

from one tb tw o hundred sometimes more Our bedrOom 

was spacious and airy, but {like every bedroom on this side of the 
Atlantic) very bare of furniture* 

These and such like uncomfortable habits seem to prevail 
everywhere. On board the canaW^oat (vol. ii, p. 7) 

* the washing and dressing apparatus for the pffli^Ugers generally con- 
sists of two jack-towels, three small wooden basins, a keg of water and a 

^ ladle to Serve it out with, six square inches of looking-glass, fwp ditto 
ditto of yellow soap, a comb and brush for the head, and nothinf^irr the 
ieeth.^ Jivorybody uses^lhe comb and brash, except myself&ifjjllliry 
body stares fyrsee me using my own; affed two or three ge«)|i|a||^^re 
strongly to banter me on my prejudices, but don’t/ 


♦ An Attieri^ critic might take hU revenge on Mr. Di«ken^%y Sinking what 
provision Yor clesming pasamgers* expect^ the Weam-boat proprietors 

twijbave made ; and we may add that we have^^rd of clujis in liondon diat accom- 
modate their members with common combs aod hair-bimhes. ^ 

There 
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There is another peculiarity that former travellers have not f#ed 
to observe^ but which naturally , enough have made a 

deeper impression on a man of Mr.,,I)icij|t^j^^ij^ceUous turn-^ 
we mean the melancholy monotony of and absence of 

everything like gaiety and good humour tha^^'^ltais to pervade all 
classes of people and in all circumstances — even at table^ 
the most resei^ed European relaxes a little.of his gravity. 
as an ^^ample, one dinner out of many possessing the saMli^j^a- 
racterisiics — 

‘ Nobody says anything at any meal to anybody. All the passengers 
are very dismal^ and seem to have' tremendous secrets 
minds. There is conyersation, no laughter, no chlerft^ess,'^) 
sociality, except in spiltina^^d that is done in sil^t fellowship round 
the stove when the meaf^fte over. Every man stts do^ii, dull and 
languid ; swallows his fare as if breakfasts, dinners, and suppers yfgre 
necessities nature never to be coupl^-.with recreation or enjoyr^e^,; 
and having bolted his food in a gloomy silence, bolts himself, in the 
same state. But for these animal observances you might suppose the 
whole male portion of tlie company to be the melancholy ghosts of de- 
parted bookkeepers who had fallen dead at the desk : such is their 
weary air of business and calculation. Undertakers on duty w'ould be 
sprightly beside them ; and a collation of funeral-baked meats, in com- 
parison with these meals, would be a sparkling festivity. The people 
are all alike too. There is no diversity of character. They travel about 
on the same errands, say and do the same things in exactly the same 
manner# and follow in the same dull, cheerless round. All down the 
long table there is scarcely a man who is in anything different from his 
neighbour.’ — vol, ii. pp. 76, 77.^ 

Nor were the manners bpi other respects more satisfactory. 
Some of the company pile up on one plate beet-root, 

dried beef, yellow picktoMhw^^e, apple-sauce, pumpkins, sweet 
preserves, and roast pig ’—hut those Ij^o do not take all these 
dainties on their plate at once, 

‘ and who help themselves several times instead, y.sually suck their 
knives and forks meditatively, until they have decided what to take 
next; then pull them out of their mouths, put iheminAhe help 
themselves, and fall to work ag«^.’ — vol, ii, p. 76, , 

But worse, if possible, than all this, is that most remarkable 
peculiarity of American society— t^wliich is so nauseous that we are 
relaxant even to allude tojt, and would rather have confined 
q^^Jves to repeating Mrs. Trollope’s*, modest observation, that 
is carried to aif excess that decency fpfj^0s me to de- 
6‘crfjfc I but it forms so large a feature in Mr. I^^fes’s picture, 
and seend^to have increased, even since Mrs. TreSnopeV visit, ' to 
so monstrous an extent, t^t we cannot pass it over in. silence. 
Mr^ Dickens first raentiohs it in his railroaltf’ journey from New 

York 
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Vo* to PhU?udelphia, and treats it with a kind of levity and faad^^ 
ta^ste which di^fple^^yeMs almost as much as the subject of his 
misplaced ^ 

‘ My attention i^j^lpfeted to a remarkable appearance issuing from 
the windows o^^h^ij&^emeu’a car immediately in front of us, which I 
for some time was occasioned by a number of industrious 
ptf^Hiuside^ dipping feather-beds, and giving tha^feath|^s ,to the 
wSpSpAt length it occurred to me th^ they were only apittii^ which 
w^indeed the case ; though how any number of passengers which it 
was possible for that car to contain, could have maintained such a play- 
ful and incessant shower of expectoration, I am still at a loss to under- 
v«|tod-^|iptw^st^^ the experience in all aalavatory phenomena 
Wich I afterwards acquired.* — vol. i. p.^|^. - 

But i! socm becaihe so serious as to though not quite sub- 

du^, Mr. Dickens’s propensity to inopportune pleasantry; — 

\ Washington may be called the head- quarters of "tObacco-tinc- 
tured saliva, the time is come when I mnsl^ confess, without any dis- 
guise, that the prevalence of those two odiousf practices of chewing and 
^pectorating began about this time to be anything but agreeable, and 
soon became moat offensive and sickening. In all the public places of 
America this filthy custom is recognised. In the courts of law, the 
judge has his spittoon, the crier his, the witness his, and the prisoner 
his ; while the jurymen and spectators are provided for, as so many men 
who in the course of nature must desire to spit incessantly. In the 
hoapitals, the students of medicine are requested, by notices upon the 
wall, to eject their tobacco juice into the boxes provided for th^fe^urpose, 
and not to discolour the stairs. In public buildings, visitors are im- 
plored, through the same agency, to Squirt the essence of their quids, or 
“ plugs,** as I have heard them by* gentlemen learned in this kind 
of sweelmeaty into the national spittoop^^ilud not^about the bases of the 
marble columns. But in some parts '^custopx is inseparably mixed 
up vyith every meal and mofping ccjl^ and vyith all the transactmis of 
social life. The stranger, who follows in the track I took myself, will 
find it in its full bloom and glory, luxuriant in all its alarming reckless- 
ness, at Washington. And let him not persuade himself (as I once did, 
to my shame) that previous tourists have exaggerated its extent. The 
thing itself is an exaggeration of nastj||ess, which cannot be outdone.’ 


Even in the legislative assemblies it seems to be at least as bad 
^intb^e times when 'decency forbade* Mrs. Trollope to describe 
it. (^5ee voL i. p. 294.) It seems, indeed^ to have becqg^^ ^ 
habit as strong and irresistible as opium- eating in Turl^y^^^ 
more so tbati the worst and most d^raded cases of 
liinongst us^^n tbat most extraordinary case ,of the Soifiers 
bri^f-war which is now under exanfix^dll^lamidst'a 
of more awful circumstances^ lye obsewef 'inat tbe^Com^ 

' id^der stopped the tobacco of the sulpifoted mutineers, hi^d that 

- under 
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;Mnder this infliction the ijspirit of Mr. Spencer, the alleged leafler 
of the enterprise — who is represented as i(|tvips y p>l aimed inurder 
and mutiny, and faced danger and deatlr most stoical 

serenity— sank at once into feminine weaWaf^ t^ 

‘Having observed,’ says Captain Mackenzie tn%^^\O0^derful narrow 
live which he has giten of the affair^ ‘that Spencer Mi^as endeavouring 
to hold intelligence with some of them, I directed the faces 
prisoners to be turned aft, and that no tobacco should be 
when the supply they had upon their persons at the time of their arVest 
should be exhausted. I told them that I would see that they had every- 
thing necessary for their comfort; that each should have his ration ; 
that they should be abj^ndantlj^supplicd with everything fclp 

their health and convc!iieuc^.£ilut I told them that tobacco was only 
a stimulant, and that, as f^tuhed their minds tobmome aa^jnuiet and 
tranquil as possible — [fie meaning to hang them up at his leisure^ with- 
<mt any fom^of trial] — I could not alld% them to use it. ' ,, 

‘ The da 3 ?-«fter Spencer’s tobacco w'As stopped, his spirit gave way.' 
He would sit for a long time with his face buried in his cloak, and 
when he raised his hefidt his face was bathed in tears/ — Capt. Mac- 
kenzie's Narrative* ^ ^ 

In short, no place — no time — no company — ^are exempt from 
this abomination. It goes on night and day — abroad and at home 
— in private and in public — at the President’s court — in visits of 
ceremony — at the dinner-table — in bed — and even in female 
society, Mr. Dickens tells us — and it is very agreeable to us to 
repeat*-^that there is a very general deference and respect to the 
fair sex even in the lowest ranks of men ; but he does not say 
wh(*iher habit has so blunted the liner feelings of the American 
ladies, that they are beconjie ipdWferept to this vile practice, which 
we cannot but consider ai ^^i|^culiar mark of ill manners and 
disrespect towards them, %'hly front, its nastiness, but because 
it obtrudes upon them a selfish indulgence on the part of the men, 
in which they cannot participate. In short, we must confess that 
we cannot understand how society affecting to call itself civilized 
can tolerate so filthy a nuisance. 

To the unfavourable impressions that all these details must give 
of American society, there il* one obvious palliative answer, — 
namely, that similar stories might be told oi any similar class of 
person! in Europe ; and that it is>s unjust to iheasure American 
by the standard of stage-coaches and public-houses, as it 

r-' — — ' — ^ — ' — 

Slidell Mackenue is, it seems, 

m Spaia ’ was so favourably noticed in our 64th Nothing in 

the toiJe or seotimeritB of that work could have led us to anticipate spirit of cold- 

blodded and cruelty as this, his own e»cu/pator^ to us to cx- 

hihii We^ and w* believe we may aay the whole civilised, world, .hwait the result of 
this ai!SMr with mote painful anxii^^than any question of mere naval discipline cQuld 
have created. 

would 
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wotild be in France orEnglatid. Thei-e is, no doufit, sdrh^ truth 
in this obseriratiotji^^fii^ it leads us the rather to regret that Mr. 
pickens has no|^^vett*^s the more favourable view which private 
society would i|i|,^)uh^%ave afforded — but truth obliges us to say 
that this apoksgy cjinhot at all apply to the odious practice we have 
l^tj^oticed ; and that with regard to the other offensive habits, the 
^TO^^rison with the stage-coaches and public -hohses of Europe, 
am particularly of England, is not altogether just. In the ffrjfet 
place, though we admit that very coarse manners are to be found 
tn large portions of the population of this as of every country, we 
Ihink vje may assert that no American traveller has ever seen in 
any Eiiglisff steam-boat, stage- coac^w pyaMic-house such prac- 
tices as Jdr. Dickens complains off^l^^in the next place, we 
believe that the class of persons who irhvel by such public con- 
are very different in America and England. Here, 
wjhetf you find low manners it will b^ in low company, and 
persons of a better taste need hardly ever subject themselves to 
such disagreeable associations — but it ’is not so in America. 
From the nature of their institutions, and the feelings that these 
generate, there seems to be comparatively less private life there 
than we have ever heard or read of in any other part of the world ; 
^nd we apprehend that if the best bred lady and gentleman in 
America were disposed to make the same tour that Mr. and Mrs. 
Dickens did, they must have used the same conveyances, and 
fallen into the same society. In fact — and this is our reason for 
dwelling on so disagreeable a subject— these offensive manners — 
of which the main and worst featuie is that they arise from an 
overweening egotism and a selfish disregard of the feelings of 
others — are the natural consequence^ 

‘De ce 7 eve d'e^vieux qu^on nomme EoiLiTE.* 

Such equality is, really, nothing but an assumption of individual 
$upert07'tty, Jt is ibis an ogant selfishness that makes an Ame- 
rican think that he has a right to require eveiy stranger he meets 
to gratify his curiosity to any extent. It is this that inflated 
the Brown Foref>ter into such loud contempt for ‘ Down^Eaitters^ 
and ^ Jolinny Cakes ^ and deluded him into an imagln?ition that 
tlie sun shone brighter on him and his than on the rest of man- 
kind ; it is this that leads an American to mck his own 
then thrust it into the common dish — ^it is this that 
carpet and stains the marble columns of the Capitol 
it is, in shDHiCtj^to this self-indulgence, self-flattery, and kel^nWOr- 
Ship, in airings, great and small, that We may without 

Uny strained" inference, almost ever^hitig ihat^is offensive in 
“ American manners, as well as soi^fe^aver imperfections in the 
national charaeter, lo which we must now allude. 


After 



519 


Dickens’s Amerwan Notes. 

After Mr. Dickens has concluded the too-superjficial narrative of 
his. tour, he adds a couple of chapters of general remarks on Ame- 
rican character and manners, which seem t(f|^in tended ^ a STlhj- 
mary of the opinions which he formed in tjt^^^mate societies. 
which he did not think proper to introd|i^i/tis JJh the course of 
his journey. One of these chapters is dedicalgd to ^e subject of 
domestic slavery, on which Mr. Dicker^ had alreacly indulged in 
several occasional tirades, which read tb us as if, having 
tantly bottled up his opinions on so many other matters, h^'ipis 
glad to give them vent on that of slavery. We trust we are not less 
sincere — we certainly are somewhat older — enemies of slavery 
than Mr. Dickens, but we can by no means bring ourselves ta 
adopt the easy process by i|liich he is inclined to acWttf'for all 
the worst features in th^, J^^ican character by the existence of 
slavery in some of the Smfes. ^ 

He has republished a collection of advertisements of runaj^y 
slaves, a ^ 

‘ catalogue with broken arms, and broken legs, and gashed flesh, and 
missing teeth, and lacerated backs, and bites of dogs, and brands of red- 
hot irons innumerable’ — (vol. ii. p. 266.) 

which is, as he says, * sufficiently sickening and which forms, 
indeed, a sad commentary on the doctrines of civil and religious 
liberty professed by the model republic; but when ^ he turns to,’ 
as he says, " another branch of the subject,' and produces a cata- 
logue of murders committed during his residence in America, 
some of fliem not in slave states and others arising out of mere 
political violence, we hesitate to attribute, as Mr. Dickens does, 
these individual crimes to the general demoralization produced by 
slaver?/. y 

We readily admit — indeed Vfio does not? — the brutalising tend- 
encies of a system of slavery ; but the gjreat majority of the cases 
produced by Mr. Dickens are, we think, inUch more distinctly 
traceable to the political institutions of the whole country. Negro 
slavery is ant the only, nor even the worst, slavery that exists in 
the United States. Here is one extract from Mr. Dickens’s 
catalogue : — 

‘ Horrible Tragedy,-— By a slip from the Southport Telegraph, Wis- 
consin,, we learn that the Hon. Charjies C. P. Arndt, member of the 
^ounpilfor Brown county, was shot dead on the floor oj the council charhr 
&^,%fameBR. Vinyard, member from Grant county. The a fair 
of a nomination for sheriff of Grant county. Mr. E. S. mker 
wk^trofiilnated and supported by Mr. Arndt. This ^Jgi^ation was 
opposed by^STinyard, who wanted the appointment to, in his own 
hrotherv In tl^ijourse of de^te, the deceased made sdn^e statements 
which Vinyard pronounced fe^se* and ma^e use of violent and insulting 

language. 





dealing Jarg^ly i|i^]|^l5r«0naIHiej|, to which made no 

reply* After the^adjounp^eot, Mr. A^^^tepped up t0 Viuyard, and 
re«|oested him. to ret^t^ which he refused to do^ repeating the ofteasive 
words. Mr. Arndl^Ke^ made a blow at Vinyard> who $td^M bdek a 
drew a pis^olf^nd al^t him dead. • \ *i . 

Jhmi^hm^^^argiid Vinyard on vol. p, 26ft.^ 

Wd need tiot’^lfive more of this catalogue— since, in reyieWing 
ago Mr. Comb^nd Mr. Buckingham, we quoted largely 
un exactly similar one. The whole picture is very frighlfhl : 
^he^ instances of assassination, in various forms and on various 
jpiretexts, are frequent and appalling; but we see much more 
reason to attribute them to the fierce and ungovernable temper 
treated in the people by the frequenpj^.and violence of their poli- 
tical contests, and to a general spiril qi^jj^liscipline and disorder 
tL-vwEich^ey mistake for independeniOth— than to the indirect 

f gt of slavery, particularly in districts temote from davery and 
ianeful influences. But, moreover, domestic slaufery is as old 
America itself, aqd has been (we n%je) gradually reduced, 
both in ei&tent and intensity ; yA" these tiisassinations Were un- 
heard of (at least very rate) under the Vdgime, and they now 
seem to grow every day more iSrequent and atrocious, particularly 
in the new States — a practical proof, we think, (of what might 
have been expected a prion,) that these bad passions and the 
brimes they generate are the result of that restless, reckless, and 
insulting egotism of which we have already given so many speci- 
mens* It h, we believe, the republican Cicero who says — and 
higher moralists than Cicero have inculcated — that the best gmde 
to moi^ improvement is to control, and, as far as possible. Sub- 
due all violent, sordid, and selfish passions and impulses ; but 
an American citizen sterns to think that a directly opposite course 
is the best proof of dignity and independence* 

"But, after all, it turns out that Mr. Dickens is of our opinion : 
for in the very last chapter he gathers courage to speak out a 
little more than he had hitherto dope; and — after a due pre- 
amble of compliments to his individual friends — he^^ves us as 
unfavourable a view of the moral state of society as any former 
traveller, and indicates, not^ obscurely though somewhat reluc- 
tiemtly, that these natton&l drfects are closely connected with 
nafiimal insHtvtims. After stilting generally that he belieifes the 
American people to be, * by nature, frank, brave, c^di&f, hospi- 
table, and affectionate," which we are satisfied is as tru0 ^ 
as it would he of any other nation, l$e proceeds to sayiJijdRh^ 
mt^j' qu^di^es ' ^ 

^ are,lraweV(«»»y sadly sapped and blighted ijJ" their g?r0wth among the 
ihet there are infiiimces which endanger them still 

more, 
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more, and give but Utile present promise of their healthy restoration^ 
is a truth that ought to be told.*- — vol. ii. p. 9S8. 

Mr. D^ens’s exposition of these bad"i(|||^uences and of 
real working of their jiolitical institution^; Op private morals apd 
manners are by much the best — as they hfO , almost the only 
serious and thoughtful —passages of his work:^ tufid th% come 
with the greater authority from one who was evidently reluctant to 
find fault with America, and by no means unwilling, pre 
sorry to say, to disparage British institutions. And we should 
have made large extracts from them, but that we have the same 
subjects treated, very much in the same style, by an American 
authority, which we think opr readers will be more curious to see, 
and to which we shadl prdce1|d presently ; but we cannot conclude 
with Mr. Dickens without observing the force witl^v which he 
directly charges whatever is most blamable in American manners 
or character to that circumstance which is the most marked fcatippe 
— in a peculiar degree ‘ the child cmd champion — of her political 
institutions — a licentious and lUfe^ontrollable newspaper press. As 
this is a point on which his testimony may be considered as 
peculiarly valuable, we will quote his final remarks : — 

‘ Among the gentry of America; among the well-informed and mode- 
rate; in the learned professions; at the bar, and on the bench ; there 
is, as there can be, but one opinion in reference to the vicious character 
of these infamous journals. It is sometimes contended — I will not say 
strangely, lor it is natural to seek excuses for such a disgrace^that 
their influence is not so great as a visitor would suppose. I must be 
par(>oned for saying that there is no warrant for this plea, and that every 
i’act and circumstance tends directly to the opposite conclusion. 

‘ When any man, of any grade of deaert in intellect or character, can 
climb to any public distinction, no matter what, in America, without 
first grovelling down upon the earth, and bending the knee before this 
monster of depravity ; when any private excellence is safe from its 
attacks, when any social confidence is left unbroken by it, or any tie of 
social decency and lionour is held in tjie least regard ; when any man in 
that Free Country has freedom of opinion, and presumes to think for 
himi'clf, and speak for himself, without humble reference to a censorship 
which, for its rampant ignorance and base dishonesty, he utterly loathes 
and despises in his heart ; when those who most acutely feel its infamy 
and the reproach it casts upon the nation, and who most denounce it to 
each other, dare to set their heels upSn, and crush it openly, in the sight 
of all ipeu ; then I will believe that its influence is lessening, and men 
are upturning to their manly senses. But while that Press has its evil 
eye in every house, audits black hand in every appointm^t iu the state, 
from a president to a ^tman ; while, with ribald shihder for^s only 
atock in trade, is the standard literature of an enormous clisa, who 
-must find their reading in an^TVapaper, or they will not scad at all ; so 

long 
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long mmt its o4ium be vrppft the oouptry’a head» <md ,90 long must the 
erint ^orks Be pliably vi^e in the Rep^ic/~v^l. ii» pp. 294-296* 

Our jt^eindets' nuw tbve seeif^at hoWevct ijiferiof Mr. 
Diekena'a work b* Pose of C^tain Halk Hatton,’** or 
, Mit^Trollope, ^'and i^ever diferent the points of view from 
vii;||8^^$e wffters looked at the picture, he and ihey all 

airb^lmally al'^ljho same conclusion^ — conoluaion highly tin- 
fiG^»|ble to the state of society in America. No one supposes 
fw^^ysically or mentally the Americans a^e inferior to their 
European kindred: on the contrary, we believe that they are 
^ted with their full share of personal and intellectual ad- 
^<4|ntagear When 4hey come amongst us they are hardly dis- 
t^uisbahle from ourselves, and the^ clJifFerence, when percep- 
tiblcj, has been in many reinatkabie illtiances not unfavourable 
is with no personal prejudice, therefore, against the 
ricans^ that we dwell on the defectsi, the blemishes, the errors 
Se national character. We see in them the r^plt of their 
|lolUical and municipal institutions — the fruits, in ’’"ifcort, of a 
despot-democracp, which w^ belmve to be essentially hostile to 
the advance of civilisation — the rehnemenHof manners — the purity 
of morals — tbf growth of the human mind, and the consequent 
extension of human happiness. We believe that society y in the 
civilised meaning of the word, could not maintain itself in any 
European country under such a system, and that even in America 
it is visibly and rapidly descending to a lower scale — that its 
energies are* taking a most dangerous direction, and would pro- 
bably ere this have arrived at some violent crisis and explosion, 
but for fhe great safety-valve of western emigration ; and as that 
resource, though inexhaustible for many years to come, is already 
sensibly diminished, ^e existence of the federal republic is, we 
believe, at least as probleinatical as that of any European go- 
vei'cment. That the great Anglo-American people are immortal, 
we gladly acknowledge — that they have before them an inter- 
minable vista of power, happiness, and glory, we hope and believe ^ 
but not — we are equally convinced — under their present institu- 
tions. 

In this conviction — founded^ we think, on both the soundest 
theory of political science and the best attested experience — we 
are confirmed by all that we cai| Jearn of the opinions of the most 
respectable citizens of the republic themselves-^who, |»rdud of 
their country, gloryiii^ in its strength, and ant!ei|iatii^ a va$t 
increase of its physical greatness, app^ to entertain 'Colt^^en^ble 

^ WljiJlpStct t6 that, aa we are writing, we hear of ^ deceaee of thie amiable and 
ingeiiloUi gentle<niaii---a gallant soldier, a well-read |ohfi^,anda1|riter of remarkable 
tei^iest and eleg^ce. He died at Fisa In December, 1.842. 

anxiety 
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anxiety concerning its moral ^nd political cjonclition, and espe- 
cially the fitness* and efB^cy of some ^^prdminent parts of * its 
present constitution for the purposed of government. We 
have before ns ^ An Oration delivered before me^Authori lies 'of the 
City of Boston, 4ith July; hf^ora§BMmny Secretary of 
ihe Mnisachusetts,‘Education Board,] which seems to us to be 
many accounts. a Very remai'kalde production. T^hisi oration Was* 
delivered, on the. grand national festival of the anniversary of l^e 
declaration of Independence, and very n&turally turns on 
political and social consequences of fhat great event. Mr. Mann 
of course looks at the event itself with* veneration, and .its conse-' 
quences with strong predilection ; and this fenders hijs* evidence 
as to the defects of the political rnachme produced by that* revo- 
lution the more valuable. Mr. Mahn looks, as we hatl^don^ 
before we saw" his publication, at the constitution of the United 
States as ‘ the great experiment of the principle of rcpublicanii^m 
— the capacit}^ of man for self-government.’ He of course de- 
cides in the affirmative, but on conditions and under limitations 
wdth the help of wdiicli we can go almost the whole length of his 
opinion. He would hate the man intrusted with any share of 
self-government educated- (this is Mr. Mann’s main ohje(’t) ad 
hoc — so as to be <luly iin])res.scd with the religious, social, and 
political obligations of his station in the commonwealth ; and, cer- 
tainly, the abstract capacity of such men for self-government’ 
it is not for us or any otlior friend of representative government to 
deny; but. on the other hand, Mr. Mann, in his honest zeal for 
tlie spread of education, and sound religious, moral, and political 
instruction among the peojde, is led to show- that the present con- 
dition of the United States does by no means satisfy the con- 
ditions on whicli such a popular government can be safely based. 
Though he is himself an aiinivermry orator, he begins by some 
rather caustic ol)ser\ations on the national vanity that exhibits 
itself in such pioceedings. But hoar him open the real ques- 
tion : — 

‘ The great experiment of republicanism — of the capacity of man for 
self-govcTument •— is to be tried anew, which, wherever it has been tried 
— in Greece, in Rome, in Italy — has failed through an incapacity in the 
people to enjoy liberty without abusing it. Another trial is to be made, 
whether mankind will enjoy more and suffer less, imder the ambition 
and rapacity of an irresponsible parliifment, or of irresponsible parties ; 
under an hereditary sovereign, who must, at least, prove his right to 
destroy by showing his birth — or under mobs, which are like wild beasls, 
that prove their right to devour by |howing their teeth. A vacant con- 
tinent is here to be filled up with innumerable millions ofi^uman beings, 
who may be happy through our^ wisdom, but must be miserable through 
our folly. , ' V. 

VOL. LXXI. NO. CXLII. 2 N ‘111 
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‘ In this exigency I affirm we need far more of wisdom and rectitude 
than we possess. Every aspect of our public and private, de- 

monstrates that we need, |br their succes^ul management, a vast acces- 
sion to the common stoci^of intelligence and virtue.’ — p. 3. 

Ope of the boaSted^merits of a republican government is its 
simplicity. This, however, is not realised in the United States. 

* However simple our government may be in theory, it has proved in 
* complex government on earth. It is now an historical 

that more questions for legislative interposition, and for judicial 
exposition and construction, have arisen under it during the period of 
its existence^ ten to one, than have arisen during the same length of 
tihfie under any other form of government in Christendom.’ — p. 5. 

Though this may be with Mr. Mann.a matter of regret, we do 
not think, that it can he one of either surjirise or complaint. The 
laws anef^onstitutions of old nations have grown up with them 
imd. about them ; discordant principles and circumstances have 
^ been mutually reconciled and amalgamated by long -experience. 
Not so America. She was suddenly called on at full' growth to 
extemporise a constitution for immediate use, in which old prac- 
tical habits were to be subjected to new theories ; and it is no 
wonder that-*;- as in France, under somewhat similar circum- 
stances — tliere sliouhl have been a great deal of conflict and con- 
fusion in the working of the heterogeneous system. But though 
the cause be innocent, the result is — ^we agree with Mr. Mann — 
a serious deduction from the merits of the republican government, 
and this is more particularly felt in its federal and inlernational 
relations, which, as we have lately seen, are in a very complicated 
and perilous state of legal uncertainty. But much more sc-rious 
and important is Mr. Mann s exposure of the means by which the 
government is constituted,. and of the utter practical failure of all 
the plausible theories on which it was founded : — 

‘ The questions which arise for decision are submitted, not to one 
man, nor to a triumvirate, nor to a Council of Five Hundred, but to 
millions. The number of votes given at the last presidential election 
was nearly tw'o millions and a half. When the appointed day for 
making the decision arrives, the question must be decided, whether 
the previous preparation which has been made for it be much or little, 
or none at all. And what is extraordinary, each voter helps to decide 
, the question as much by not voting as by voting. If the question is so 
vast or complicated that any one has not time to make up his mind in 
relation to it — or if any one is too conscientious to act from conjecture 
in cases of magnitude, and therefore stays from the polls-^aiiother, who 
has no scruples about acting ignorantly, or from caprice or malevolence, 
votes, and, in,/the absence of the former, decides the question against 
the right. ... 

‘The founders of our government, ih^d, intended to increase re- 

sponsibility 
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s^wnsibility by limiting the number of its depositaries in the last resort. 
Hence, in framing the CQUifitution, they gave a two-years’ tenure of 
office to the representatives ; one of six years senators ; and of four 
years to the president : and, in their contemporaneous expositions of that 
instrument, they declared that the incumbents of these offices, ^during 
their official term, should act according to their own best knowledge 
and ability, irrespective of the vacillations of party, , or the gusts pf po- 
pular clamour. Indeed so runs the oath of office. * 

‘ Hut, through the practice of extorting pledges from a candidate be- 
fore the election — through the doctrine, or right of instruction, as it is 
called, while one cvuitinues in office — and emphatically by the besom of 
destruction with which a man who dares to act in accordance with the 
dictates of his own judgment and conscience, against the will or whim 
of his constituents, is swept into political annihilation — the theoretical 
independence of the replesentative, senator, president, is to a great ex- 
tent abrogated. Instead holding their offices for two, si%, and four 
years, respectively, they are minute men ; and many of them exan^ine 
each mail to see what their oaths mean until the arrival of the neiit;* 
-p.6. ^ 

Mr. Mann goes on to expose the fallacies, both theoretical and 
practical, of the doctrine of universal suffrage, with some ori- 
ginality (a merit on so trite a subject), and great truth and effect, 
and turns with some dext<jrity against themselves the arguments 
of the antagonists of monarchy and aristocracy : — 

‘ We laugh to scorn the idea of a man’s being horn a ruler or law- 
giver, whether king or peer ; but men are born capable of making laws 
and being rulers just as much in the old world as in the new, Wiifi 
us ever If 7'otcr i v a ruler and a law~makei\ and therefore it is no less 
absurd to say here that a man is fit to he a voter, by right of nativity or 
naturalisation, than it is, in the language of the British constitution, to 
say that a man shall be sovereign or lord by hereditary descent. Quali- 
fication, in both cases, is something superSidded to birth or citizenship ; 
and hence, unless w'e take adecpiate means to supply this cpialification 
to our voters, tlic Bishop of London or the Duke of Wellington 
may sneer at us for believing in the hereditary right to vote, witli as 
good a grace as we can at them, for believing in the hereditary right to 
nuLE.’ 

He then exhibits, with equal force, the practical effects of the 
ballot system — for the introduction of which into the British 
constitution there used, not long since, to be, p7'oh jjudor ! an 
annual motion in the British House of Commons : — 

Hn a republican government the ballot-box is the urn of fate, yet no 
god shakes the., .bowl, or presides over the lot. If the ballot-box is open 
to wisdom, and patriotism, and humanity, it is equally open to ignorance 
and treacheryi to pride and envy, to contempt for the ptjor, or hostility 
towards the 'riclt^ It is the Iqj^sest filler ever devised to strain out im- 
purities. It giv^s equal irigless to whatever comes. Ko masses of 

2^2 selfishness 



526 


Mann’^ Anniversary Oration. 

selfishness or fraud, no foul aggregations of cupidity or profligacy, arc 
so ponderous or bulky as* to meet obstruction in its capacious gorge/ — 
P-9. 

But he proceeds to #ider and still more awful views of the 
wholc^tate of AmericaUi society : — 

‘ \V^en an election is coming on, ^Yhether State or National, then the 
rival parties begin to play their game for the ignorant, and to purchase 
the , saleable. Mass-meetings are held. Hired speakers itinerate 
thiwgh the country. A thousand tireless presses are plied, day and 
night. Newspapers and pamphlets are scattered thick as snow-flakes in 
a wintry storm. Reading-rooms and committee-rooms are opened, and 
men abandon business and family to fill them. Tlil census is taken 
anew, and every man is labelled or ear-marked. As the contest ap- 
proaches, fraud, intimidation, bribes, are rifc. Immense sums are spent 
to carry the, lame, to hunt up the skulking, to force the indifferent to the 
polls. ^ Taxes are contributed to qualify voters, and men arc transported, 
^|iftrty expense, from one State to another. Couriers are despatched 
fthttt county to county, or from State to State, to revive the desponding 
i^ith false news of success. . . . 

* For the last ten years such have been the disastrous fluctuations of 
our National and State policy, on the single subject of the currency, that 
all the prodigality of Nature, pouring her hundreds of millions of pro- 
ducts annually into our hands, has not been able to save thousands and 
thousands of our people from poverty ; and in many cases, economy, 
industry, and virtue could not rescue their possessor from want. . . . 

* Durin'g all this time the course of our government, on this and other 
great questions of policy, has been vacillating — enacting and repealing, 
advancing and receding, baffling all the plans of the wisest. . . . 

* And this series of disasters, under which we are suffering, must 
lengthen to an interminable train : those anxieties which the wealthy 
and the educated now feel for their purse, they must soon feel for their 
characters, their persons, and their families ; tlie whole country must be 
involved in wdder and deeper^calamities, until a more noble and Chris- 
tian policy is pursued. . . . 

‘ I have shown — if not an incurable, yet, unless cured — a fatal malady 
in the head : 1 must now exhibit a not less fatal malady in the heart. 
I tremble at the catalogue of national crimes which ive are exhibltmg 
before heaven arid earth I The party rancour and vilification which 
rage through our newspaper press — the fraud, falsehood, bribery, per- 
jury, perpetrated at our elections, and the spirit of wantonness or malice, 
of pride or envy, in wliich the sacred privilege of voting is exercised I 
The practice of double votings like parricide in Rome, unheard of in the 
early days of the republic, is becoming more and more frequent. 
Although in some of the States a property qualification, and in some even 
a landed qualification, is necessary, yet the number of ^ven at the 
last presidential election equalled, almost without a fraction, one^sixth 
part of the wHole free population of the Union. In one of the States 
the number of votes exceeded, by a large, fraction, ona^rfifth of the whole 
population, men, women, and children, , "^ill it not be a hew form of a 
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republic, unknown alike to ancient or modern writers^ when the question 
shall be, not how many voters there are, but how many ballots can be 
printed and put surreptitiously into the ballot^ibox? Then there is the 
fraudulent sequestration of votes by the returning officers, because the 
majority is adverse to their own favourite candidates, which has ndw been 
done on a large scale in three of the principal States in. the Union ! The 
scenes of violence enacted, not only icilhout but icithin the Capjtol of 
the nation ; and the halls, which should be consecrated to order, and. so- 
lemnity, and a devout consultation upon the unspeakable magnitude and 
value of the interests of this great people, desecrated hy outrage, and Bil- 
lingsgate, and driven brawls (/) challenges given, and duels fought, 
by members of Congress, in violation or evasion of their own lately-enacted 
law against them ; and within, the space of a few days, a proud and pro- 
minent member, from a proud and prominent state — the countryman of 
Washington, and Jefferigon, and Madison— put under bonds /o keep the 
neace, lilce a wild, fresh-landed Carib. In two of our legislative assem- 
blies one merfdicr has been murdered hy another member in open day, and 
during the hours of session — in one of the cases the deed being perpe- 
trated by the presiding officer of the assembly, who descended from his 
chair and pierced the heart of his victim with a bowic-knile, arid still 
goes unpunished, though not unhonoured. What outbreaks of violence 
all over the country ; — the lynching of five men at one time at Vicks- 
burg the valley ‘'of the Mississippi, from St. I.ouis to New Orleans, 
lighted almost as with watch-fires by the burning of human beings ; — 
the rioth and demolitions at New York, at Philadelphia, at Baltimore, at 
Alton, at Cincinnati ; — yes, and the spectacle of our own more serene 
part of the heavens crimsoned at midnight by a confiagration of the 
duclling-placc of women and female children I . . » 

* And, in addition to this barbarian force and lawlessness, arc not the 
business relations of the community contaminated more and more with 
si)cculation and knavery ? In mercantile honour and honesty, in the 
intercourse between buyer and seller, is there not a luxation of all the 
joints of the body commercial and social ? The number of fraudulent 
bnukruptcies ; the rapacity of speculation ; the breaches of private 
trust ; the embezzlement of corporate funds ; the abscondings with 
government property ; the malversations of government fiduciaries, 
whether of a United States Bank or of a Girard College ; the repudiation 
of state debts; and tliat other class of offences which combines the cri- 
minality both of fraud and force— such as the shooting of a sheriff who 
attempted to execute civil process — or the burning of a bank with all its 
contents, by a company of debtors, in Mississippi, because their notes 
had been lodged in it for collection /’ — pp. 23 - 25 . 

Mr, Mann here pauses in what he justly calls ‘ this terrific 
array of enomiities/ because, though his catalogue was not ex- 
hausteil, he refrained from noticing some other makers * ominous’ 
to the very^existence of the Union — these being implicated with 
party politic^, from which ho had resolved to abstain. But has he 
not said enough — ten timel%iore than enough — to justify the regret 
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and apprehensions with which we look to the progress and pro- 
spects of a people, destined, beyond all doubt, to have a vast in- 
fluence on the future d^tinles of mankind? 

^ Mr. Mann appears to see no remedy for the enormous danger 
that he describes so forcibly but education — and, theoretically, he 
is right ; an educated people w^ould not tolerate such a system of 
government — but education can be at best but a slow and future 
reuifedy, while the evils are present, urgent, violent, and will far 
outstrip the schoolmaster and the lecturer. But, moreover, edu- 
cation is of different degrees — ^the religious ancL^oral education 
with which Mr. Mann would fertilize the hearis of his country- 
men could hardly be expected to reaph the masses in whom he 
has shown all political power to be lodged. Such an education, 
indeed, would of itself constitute a specks .of aristocracy — but we 
do^bt whether mere reading and writing, even if suddenly ex- 
tended amongst the electoral body, would in any considerable 
degree improve the working of the constitutional machine, which 
exhibits, we confidently believe, the ^ terrific enormities’ deplored 
by Mr. Mann— not because universal suffrage and the ballot-box 
are given to tongues that cannot read and to hands that cannot 
write — but because universal suffrage and the ballot-box exist at 
all. With such elements there can be no good government. 
Where or how this great and growing nation is to find its remedy 
for these fundamental defects in her organization we know not — 
but scarcely, me think, by the slow processes of education. It 
may more probably arise from the condensation of population, 
the increased difficulties of emigration, and the rivalry of states. It 
may be accelerated by accidents gf war, of faction, of patriotism, 
or of ambition. We can only express — with our best vvislies for 
her welfare and happiness-^our own fixed conviction that unless 
they will allow something in the nature of an aristocracy to create 
itself in the bosom of their society — some more permanent de- 
pository of public opinion — some more responsible guardian of 
national character than can be supplied by universal suffrage and 
the ballot-box, they can never attain that stability and integrity of 
public councils, public credit, and public principles which are 
essential to the dignity, the honour, the prosperity, and, we may 
even add, to the civilised existence of a people. 


Art. 
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Art. XI. — Life of Sir Astley Coojyor, Bart.; interspersed with 
Sketches from his Note-hooks of distinguished contemjjorary 
Characters, Bj Rransby Blake Cooper, Esq., F.R.S. 2 vols. 
8vo. London, 1 843. 

Q IR ASTLEY was of respectable parentage. Ills grandfather 
^ enjoyed reputation as a surgeon at Norwich. His father, 
the incumbent of Yelverton, in Norfolk, afterwards of Gi^at 
Yarmouth, seems to have been an accomplished and benevolent 
man. It appears that, shortly after the publication of Cowper’s 
^Task,’ the Rev. Samuel Cooper, D.I)., produced a poem with 
the same title : uf this we had never before heard, nor inde(^ is it 
now stated distinctly that it was ever printe<l ; but our author 
records, with natural pride, that Dr. Parr preferred it to its name- 
sake — witness an epigram ex cathedra : — , 

‘ To Cowper’s Task see Cooper’s Task succeed ; 

That was a Task to write, but this to read.’ 

This oracle will probably remind our readers of a classical pro- 
totype * yEacida, Romanos vinccre posse/ 

and some may still hesitate in what manner to interpret the 
‘ hum ’ from the vaj)orous tripod of Hatton. To write a good 
poem must alwa}S demand time and strenuous exertion: 

^Ei'' fxvploKTi ra Ka\u ytyverai ttocoic : 
but it seems a dubious compliment to tell a poet that the read- 
ing of his pi(icc is Task-work. Almost the only other circum- 
stance related by our ])iographor to the special honour of Parr’s 
poetical favourite, appears to us, we must own, of equally ques- 
tionabh? character. It is, that the vicar of Y'^elverton drove to 
the parish-church every Sunday moarning in a coach drawn by 
Hour powerful long-tailed black horses.’ If the distance was not 
unusually great, we are inclined to think the family might as 
well have performed their sabbath-day’s journey on foot; but 
unless they were all constructed on the model of Cheyne or Daniel 
Lambert, wliat pretext could there be for putting more than a 
pair of the blacks to the carriage ? 4Tie story says more for the 
Doctor’s living than for his life. 

His wife, an amiable and elegant lady, enjoyed in her own 
time a literary reputation more extensive than that of the Norfolk 
Task. One of her novels, Fanny Meadows, must have been 
familiar to ourselves at some early day, though we do not pretend 
to remember more of it than the title : of the rest, text and 
inargent, all memory seems to have perished, Mr. B. Cooper 
docs not intimate thaUhe ever saw a copy of any of his grand- 
mother’s numerous works# 


This 
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This couple ha<l a large family to fill their coach — and our 
author devotes a lengthy chapter to brothers and sisters, and even 
sisters-in-law, before we have a word about Sir Astley. We 
rather hesitate as to the propriety of this arrangement; but there 
can be no doubt that the collateral details so introduced arc 
wholly devoid of interest, Mr. Bransby Cooper might havt? 
waited for some fitter opportunity to do justice to the character 
own mother, of whom his uncle could have seen but little ; 
and his transcriptions of the epitaphs of sundry infant C'oopers 
would have been inex;cusable had they belonged to the blood of 
Cowper, 

after fifty pages, we reac^ the birth of the hero — 
August 23rd, 1768, and his baptism ^he 9th day of the suc- 
ceeding month. as appears from the registers ’ — with the 

.£hwdean addition, that ^ Mrs. Cooper, #hile pregnant with him, 
l^p^rience4 ntore suffering than with any of her previous childre#, 
h/r than she did with any of those born after him.’ Tantrc molis 
erat Then come copious particulars of the infancy and boyhood 
of the future Sergeant- surgeon. Our readers may perhajis ho 
satisfied to know tliat he was a handsome, good-humoured. 
Spirited lad, distinguished for the skill and courage with which 
he rode, first the cow, then the jxiny, and in due season one of 
the four black-tailed horses. His village celebrity, however, re- 
sulted chiefly from his audacity in climbing trees for birds’-nests, 
and capering along bridge- parapets or the roof of the barn, for 
mere sport. Many a page is given to miraculous leaps and 
tumbles^ hairbreadth escapes, maternal alarms, and fatherly re- 
bukes. These tricks and scrape| w^ere, as may be guessed, the 
salient features of a period of idleitess~and he found favour wiili 
no teacher except a poor dsiiicing Frenchman, who included the 
vicarage in his weekly peripatetics. All this is told with painful 
minuteness and solemnity. If Sir Astley had risen to eminence 
in any department of letters, such details might have had their 
curiosity. Was it worth while to exhibit with elaborate circum- 
sUmtiality that a man who scarcely read anything had no turn for 
biooks when a boy ? 

Let us, however, give one specimen of his pranks : — 

* A very laughable occurrence took place betwixt Master AstJey and a 

Mr. , who had an imbecile wife, and was, consequently, obliged to 

mariage bis domestic affairs himself. It came to the cars of Master 
Astley that this gentteman was much inclined to take unbeebming 
liberties with his maid-servants, and, resolving to ascehaifi the trutli of 
Silt report, on hearing that Mr. had a vacancy in hft establish- 
ment for a maid-^rvant, Master Astley resolution of disguising 

hiionself as one, and applying for the For this [ntr|»<ise be 

borrowed 
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borrowed a dress of one of the servants in the Doctor's house, and, ac- 
coutred in her habiliments, proceeded, in the dusk of the evening, to 

Mr. 's house. Arrived, he was introduced to Mr. , who, 

pleased with the appearance of the supposed maid-servant, engaged 
for the vacant situation, and, indeed, was apparently so pleased with her^ 
that he accompanied her part of the way home, holding a conversation 
till thfey arrived at a stile where they were to part. Previously to this 

taking place, however, Mr. endeavoured to impress a kiss ^,the 

lips of his companion, when Master Astley suddenly discovered hmiielf, 

and said, “Now, Mr. , I have often heard you 'were fond of the 

maids, but I am Astley Cooper and then, bidding him good night, 
said, “I shall say nothing about it to the Doctor.” * — vol. i. p. 53. 

Strong attachments of ,ftvery sort come usually by slow growth 
from obscure and unsuspected beginnings ; but it is never so with 
the love of a modern romance, and very seldom with the profes- 
sional devotion of a modern biography. Mr. Bransby Cooper, 
Accordingly, must trace his uncle’s choice of the' surgical calling 
to some one definite incident of his early days ; and we are in- 
formed that he liappened to call at his foster-mother’s cottage one 
fine evening, anno mtatis thirteen, just after her son, the playfellow 
of his childhood, had met with a bad accident in the reaping-field: 
the femoraV artery had been cut — the poor people knew not how 
to arrest the ha'inorrhnge — life was ebbing fast away : young 
Astl<?y Cooper took a silk handkerchief from his neck, and bound 
it so adroitly round the limb, that the flow of blood was stopped 
until a medical man reached the spot. To the praise which this 
jiroscnco of mind and cleverness of hand brought him, and still 
more to the pleasure he felt in saving his humble friend and com- 
panion, we owe, of course, tlij| selection of Sir Astley’s walk in 
tlie business of life. That the biographer considers as indu- 
bitable — his only doubts are, first, whether his uncle could ever 
at that time have heard of a tourniquet ; and secondly, whether, 
supposing him to ha> e heard the instrument described, we ought 
to admire the less on that account his readiness in devising and 
applying a substitute. But Mr. Bransby forgets two circum- 
stances, both of them recorded by himself — to wit, that the old 
surgeon of Norwich, having retired from practice, whs an in- 
mate in the vicar’s house during the later years of his life ; and, 
secondly, that the old surgeon’s son, William Cooper, by far the 
most prosperous and remarkable person in that generation of the 
fatrtijy, was an eminent London surgeon, lecturer in Guy’s Hos- 
pitiii, and an annual visitor at Dr. Cooper's parsonage (vol. i. 
p. 89). With such connections, but especially as domesticated 
under the roof with a retired practitioner, how could Astley 
have failed to have bih^boyish curiosity excited on the subject of 
suigery ? How unlike all other grandfathers must his have been, 

if 



532 


Life of Sir Antley Cooper, 

if he had never heard at least of a tourniquet. But is it likely 
that the old gentleman had so entirely dropped his trade as not to 
retain about him its commonest implements in case of domestic 
accidents? We should be surprised^ if the truth could be ex- 
piscated, to fiml that a tourniquet had not been among young 
Astley’s plaj^thirigs. For the rest, we have it in a subsequent 
page from Sir Astley himself, that at Norwich, two or three 
^esfei^ater, ho chanced to visit the hospital, and ^ saw Mr. Donnee 
operate (for the stone) in a masterly manner ; and it was this/ 
he says, ^ which inspired me with a strong impression of the 
utility of surgery, and led me to embark in it as my profession/ 
(vol. ii. p. 421.) So much for Mr. Brushy Cooper’s story of the 
foster-brother s ligature — ^ 

‘ one of those unaccountable occurrences Sfe which an individual, by a 
a^le action, seems to display an intuitive knowledge of a principle 
which it baa taken others, in the progress of science, years to arrive atf" 
and, in this instance, seems to justify the application to the surgeon of 
the observation usually applied only to the poet — Nascitur, non 
vol, i. p, 54. 

Nor is the last incident in Astley’s Norfolk history a whit less 
^ extraordinary. It appears that in his seventeenth year ho con- 
ceived a tender admiration for a neighbouring clergyman’s pretty 
daughter of the same age ; and so violent was the passion, that he 
borrowed, on a false pretence, one of the long-taded horses, and 
actually rode twenty-four miles to see his nymph and back again 
the same summer evening. Portentous exertion ! But the bio- 
grapher proceeds: — 

* What it was that prevented this midmtly mutual attachment from 
leading to their future union, their ages and position in life being so 
similar, I never heard : their youth, and the fact of their being at so 
early a period separated from each otlier, w^ere probably the only circum- 
stances which presented an obstacle to their apparently mutual wishes.^ 
—vol. i. p. 83. 

Cruel Mr. B. Cooper affords us no hint as to the subsequent 
fate of the heroine : it is so unusual a thing for a boy and girl to 
be enchanted with each other at sixteen, and yet not found at six- 
ahd-tWenty in the relation of man and wife, that we have reason 
to complain of this silence ; but he is too good a biograpHer not 
to make amends by communicativeness on topics apparently less 
in his way : — 

‘ During ray late visit to Norfolk, I went to this parsotiege, and there 
Saw the very room, the only one which has not undfCrgone oHorations 
nnca ihoit period, m which Miss Wordsworth and her father sitting 
when young Astley made his appearance long ride. Jt was 

then used m the dining-room, and, small the present incuml|i^t, 

a retmvo 
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a relative of the late Mr, Wordsivorthy informed me, that persons of the 
highest rank in the county y at that time , frequently met there and par- 
took of his relation's hospitality ; for Mr, fjTordsworth was distin- 
guished for his powers of conversationy and held a high reputation for 
profound classical attainmentSy as well as solid worth of character/ 

But enough of this nonsense. In 1784 the London surgeon 
paid the usual visit at the parsonage. The biographer now thinks 
fit to tell us that this Mr. William Cooper was not.only a sl^ul 
practitioner, but a man of lively conversational talents — that he 
was pleased with Aslley, and assured the desponding Vicar that 
many a lucrative career had begun with horror of book-learning- — 
that Astley was captivated^with his descriptions of Life in London 
— and, finally, that a very natural proposal on the part of the 
uncle, that the nephew ^sbotild be articled to himself and accom- 
pany him to town, was unanimously approved of by the family 
party. Tlie youth travelled to London accordingly — but the bin^ 
grapher is of opinion that, after all, he had been more smitten 
with the probable freedom and gaiety of a metropolitan existence 
under the roof of an agreeable bachelor uncle, than with the 
charms and attractions of anatomical science. * On the other 
hand, it seems that the uncle, though very willing to amuse and 
be amused in the intervals of business, had a profound respect 
for Number one and the main chance, and not the slightest idea 
of allowing his own interests or avocations to be interfered with 
by the domestic accommodation of a young gentleman of pleasure 
alDout town. We gather that during several months there was a 
pretty constant succession of squabbling in the establishment ; 
but the c(»nnection received its fouj) de grace from the occurrence 
thus related : — 

‘One (lay he had obtained the uniform of an officer, and in this dis- 
guise was walking about town, when, on going along Bond Street, he 
suddenly observed his uncle advancing towards him. Not having 
time to avoid meeting, he, with the utmost presence of mind, deter- 
mined to brave out the affair, shduld his uncle recognise him. Mr. 
Cooper, divided between the familiar countenance and strange dress, for 
a few moments could not decide in his mind whetlier it was his nephew 
or not ; but, soon convinced that it was he, and this one of his pranks, 
he went up to him, and, in an authoritative tone, commenced a some- 
what angry address about his idleness and waste of time. Astley, 
regarding him with feigned astonishment, and changing his voice, replied, 
th^t he must be making some mistake^ for he did not understand to whom 
or what he was alluding. “ Why,'* said Mr, Cooper, “ you don't mean 
to say that you are not my nephew Astley Cooper? ** Really, sir, I 
have not the pleasure of knowing any such person. My name is —7 

of the ^ th,” replied the^ young scapegrace, naming, with unflinching 

bomnesB, the regiment df which he wore the uniform. Mr. William 

Cooper 
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Cooper apologized, although still unable to feel assured he was not being 
duped, and bowing, passed on.* — voL i. pp. 104, J05. 

Very speedily after the detection of this masquerade, the articles 
were transferred from Mr. William Cooper to Mr. Cline — and 
Astley, on becoming an inmate in that great surgeon's house, 
appears to have in good earnest resolved on no longer trifling with 
h|is position. He soon acquired favour with Mr. Cline by the 
2^^^; With w^fa he took to the practice of dissection ; and his 
‘ genius for awlventures displayed itself in the acquisition of subjects 
for experiment. Exempli gratia — thus writes a fellow-pupil : — 

‘ I recollect one day w’alking out with him, when a dog followed us 
and accoinpanied us home, little foreseeing the fate that awaited him. 
He w^as confined for a few days, till we had ascertained thfct no owner 
would come to claim him, and then broU^t up to be the subject of 
vaj^ous operations. The first of these was trie tying one of the femoral 
Iperios. When poor Chance, for so we appropriately named the do^ 
l^iraa sufficiently recovered from this, one of the humeral arteries was sub- 
jlJcted to a similar process. After the lapse of a few' weeks, the ill-fated 
animal was killed, the vessels injected, and preparations were made from 
each of the limbs.J-— vol. i, p. 142. 

Mr. Bransby Cooper follows up his anecdotes of this class and 
date by a philosophical disquisition on the use and advantage of 
dissecting living animals : the chief argument being that 

‘ the surgeon’s hand becomes tutored to act with steadiness, while he 
is under the natural abhorrence of giving pain to the subject of experi- 
ment, and he himself is thus schooled for the severer ordeal of operating 
on the human frame.’ — voh i. p. 144. 

He goes on to quote his * friend Dr. Blundell,' who ‘has elo- 
quently discussed this question — 

‘ Men (says he) are constantly forming the most erroneous estimates 
of the comparative importance of objects in this world. Of what im- 
portance is it now to mankind whether Antony or Augustus filled the 
imperial chair? And what will it matter, a few centuries hence, 
whether England or France swept the ocean with her fleets? But 
mankind will always be equally interested in the great truths deduciblc 
from science, and in the inferences derived from physiological experi- 
ments/ — vol. i. p. 145. 

Now we do not feel it to be necessary to enter into the eloquent 
Blundell’s discussion, for it has nothing to do with the question 
which alone Mr. B. CoopjpFs clumsy narrative suggests. That ques- 
tion is not whether the dissection of living animals may or may hot 
be justifiable under any given circumstances, but whether it is 
justifiabl'e in the case of apprentices of seventeen, who have not 
yet acquired any knowledge worth mentbning from the disscc^on 
of dead subjects, either animal or human. And we believe 

Mr. 
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Mr. B. Cooper may rest assured that this question will re- 
ceive but one answer beyond the precincts of Guy’s. Tn young 
Astley Cooper’s case it is very evident that ^ the natural abhor- 
rence of giving pain’ was a slender influence. However, he, 
ere long, under Cline’s tuition, became an expert carver, and 
made rapid progress in all the knowledge requisite for his pro- 
fession. The biographer adds with regret that the society of the 
master’s house was less beneficial than his anatomical instruction. 
In later days. Sir Astley himself thus sketched the character of 
Cline:--- 

‘ Mr. Cline was a man of excellent judgment, of great caution, of ac- 
curate knowledge j particularly taciturn abroad, yet open, friendly, and 
very conversatiunable at home. In politics a democrat, living in friend- 
ship with Horne Tooke. In morals thoroughly honest ; in religion a 
Deist. A good husband, sop, and father. As a friend sincere, but not 
active; as an enemy most inveterate.’ — vol. i. p. 98. 

A most amiable picture of a highly useful friend and ben|t^ 
factor !— But let that pass. The Rev. Dr. Cooper and his worthy 
wife learned presently, to their great grief and dismay, that^ their 
son had embraced the politics of his master and his friends, Thel- 
wall, Horne Tooke, and Co. Our author admits that he took up 
the religious opinions or no-opinions of the set with equal docility ; 
but there is no evidence that the good folks in Norfolk were ever 
at all enlightened on that score. 

We now begin to be favoured with those ^ sketches of distin- 
guished contemporaries’ which eventually are found to occupy a 
full half of these ‘ Memoirs of Sir Astley Cooper.’ Some are 
from the note-books of Sir Astley— others from various ('ovre- 
s])ondents of his biographer — the greater part by Mr. B. Cooper 
himself. The earliest subjects for this species of dissection are 
fellow-pupils at Mr, Cline’s — and most elegant youths, to be 
sure, most of them had been. For instance 

‘ Clarke was a singular character ; he was an admirable scholar ; but 
a very idle fellosv, and never studied his profession. His father died 
during his pupilage, and left him a thousand pounds, and he bought a 
commission hi the Rovals. He drank hard. \Vhen in the West Indies 
he fell in love with the Coloners daughter ; and, to ingratiate himself 
with her, he became the soberest man m the regiment, and the Colonel 
used to point him out as a pattern of excellence : so he succeeded in 
marrying Miss Duncan, and in imposing himself upon her father as a 
man of fortune. He brouglit his wife to Dublin, and was drunk nearly 
the whole of the passage, <&c. &c.’ — [died {ft a ditch], 

< g also lived at Mr. ClihVs. He was desperately in love 

with Miss C- , who refused him, and he went into Essex disconsolate: 

there meeting with a Mrs. B — a widow, he offered to her, a fort- 
night after her husband’s death, but she s^id she had been engaged three 

weeks. 
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weeks. However, she jilted the man she had promised, and married 
S-— — ’ — [ditto]. — vol. i. pp. 146, 149. 

It had been stipulated in the articles of apprenticeship that 
Cooper should be at liberty to spend one winter at Edinburgh. — 
and he chose to do ao in 1787 — ^being then nineteen years of age, 
atid already well .^dvanced in anatomy and practical surgery. He 
had good introductions, and, besides attending diligently on Dr. 
Cullen’s medical course, Fyfe’s anatomical lectures, and Black’s 
cheinistry, found time to he a rather active member of the ^ Specu* 
lative Societ^,’ a debating club then and afterwards of consider- 
able celebrity and influence, which was recruited from stmlents of 
all classes, and was also indeed the favourite arena of as yet brief- 
less barristers. Each evening opened with an essay. The only 
recorded one of Astlcy Cooper's was meant to demonstrate the 
non-existence of matter — ^probably a CUnical theory. The con- 
nections thus formed must have been highly useful — his notes 
some on which any man might have been proud to look 

■'fe:— 

‘ Dugald Stewart was beyond my power of appreciation, — meta- 
physics were foreign to my mind, which was never captivated by 
speculation ; — but 6r. Black’s lectures were clear, and I knew enough 
of the subjects he treated upon to understand them. Never shall I forget 
the veneration with which 1 viewed Cullen : he was then an old man ; 
physic may have much improved since his time, but, if Hippocrates was 
its father, Cullen was its favoured son,* 

* Fyfe I attended, and learned much from him. He was a horrid 
lecturer, but an industrious, worthy man, and good practical anatomist. 
His lecture' was, “ I say — eh, eh, eh, gentlemen ; eh, eh, eh, gen- 
tlemen — I say,” &c. ; whilst the tallow from a naked candle he held in 
his hand ran over the back of it and over lus clothes : but his drawings 
and depictions were well made and very useful.* 

‘ Adam Smith was good-natured, simple-minded, unaffected, and fond 
of young people. Lord Meadowbank was a sharp man, something like 
Wollaston. Charles Hope was a man of reading, a gentleman, and 
dignified, and very eloquent.* — vol, i. p. 171. 

Of Dr. Gregory we have some good anecdotes in this chapter - 
the best from the biographer s own recollection — for he, too, in 
after-days was an Edinburgh student. 

* It was the custom for each professor to receive at his own house the 
feb from the new pupils. One day Dr. Gregory, that engaged, had 
uaed all his blank tickets, au4 was obliged logo into an^'adjmning; apart- 
ment to. procure anotherfl^ a student whom he left sitting in his con- 
sulting-room. The accumulated -money was lying on the table, and 
from this sum, as \ve was re-entering the room, he saw the young man 
sweep a portion, and deposit it in hia pocket. Dr. Gregory took bis seat 
at the table, and, a$ if nothipg bad occurred, hllcd up the ticket, and 

gave 
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gave it to the delinquent. He then accompanied him to the door, and 
when at the threshold, with much emotion, said to him, ** I saw what 
you did just now ; keep the money, I know what must be your distress ; 
but for God’s sake never do it again, it can never succeed.” The pupil 
in vain offered him back the money ; and the Doctor had the satisfaction 
of knowing that this moral lesson produced the dc^Sired impression on 
his mind.’ — vol. i. p. 162. 

The session over. Cooper made a solitary tour into the High- 
lands on horse]>ack, and then resumed his quarters at Mr. Cline’s, 
and the regular (Xrursc of his attendance at llie best schools in the 
metropolis. He is said to have attracted much notice at Edin- 
burgh by liis superiority to the other surgical students of similar 
standing — especially by the skilfulness already of his diagnosis — 
the fruit of. watchful observance of Cline’s precepts and practice. 
He now attended John Hunter, and that eagerly, and with vast 
profit. 

In 1789 he was appointed demonstrator at St. Thomas’s Udp 
pital ; and his time seems to have been fully occupied in the 
duties of this ofliec, and study of his profession, until 1791, when 
Mr. Cline paid him the high compliment of procuring his nomi- 
nation as joint lecturer with himself in surgery and anatomy. 
From this date the career was one of rapid and uninterrupted 
advancement. It was by and by found advisable to give him a 
distinct course of lectures on surgery; and by degrees, though he 
was not as yet anxious for private practice, a share of that also 
came to his band. 

Ills elevation at the hospital seems to have given satisfaction to 
evei vhody but the eloquent Dr. Blundell’s uncle, Haigbton — the 
‘ nu'vciless docior ’ of the ^ Pursuits of Literature.’ * This gen- 
tlcnnan, liowciver, >vas soon appeased by his owm promotion to 
another chair, and the sotaal intercourse of the rivals resumed its 
usual channel. One of our biographer’s correspondents furnishes 
him with a pleasing after-dinner anecdote of the period. Astley 
Cooper asserted, inter pocula, the impossibility of any animal’s 
surviving a certain operation. Haigbton took the opposite side — 
the dispute waxed warm. It was terminated against Cooper by 
1 faighton’s sending for a pet spaniel of his owm. 

‘ He asked Astley to notice his bulk* his healthy aspect, and his good 
keeping, and, this done, put a p6fiod to his existence in a moment. He 
then at.ppce demonstrated the results of a most careful and rigid oper^ 
tion to which the unfortunate animal had been subjected some three or 
four years preceding this dmouernent. If ever he had a favourite in ani- 

* See in Dialogue Fourth — 

* I spurn unfeeling Science — cruel talcs 
Of virgin rabbits and of headless snails/ &c. ; 
with the long note about Spalan^ani and otlier amateiuvbutchers. 
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raal life, this poor dog was one ; his Tendo AchUlis had been (;ut asunder ; 
his Femoral artery had been left to nature’s curative process, having 
been subjected to operation ; and his Recurrent nerve (a nerve connected 
with the power of voice) had been divided, — I rather think, to prevent 
his making known subsequent sufterings ; and it may be truly said 
the faithful animal ‘liiad fairly won his honours. But to confute a rival 
in a question of science and physiology, my much-valued old friend and 
master made not the slightest scruple Uy sacrifice the only animal I ever 
knew him to be in the least degree attached to. With all his foibles, 
and they were all of a little and trifling nature^ Dr- Haighton was a 
most superior man in his perfect knowledge of the machinery of the 
human structure.’ — vol. i. pp. 201,^202. 

This hellish story immediately precedes the tender one of 
Astley Cooper’s courtship. Miss Anne Cock (vve believe a hand- 
some and clever lady) was the daughter of an intimate friend of 
Cline's, a rich retired merchant, inhabiting a villa at Tottenham. 
Thither Cline often went on Sunday — his favourite pupil occa- 
si^tially accompanied him. The care of Mr. Cock, during a fit 
of gout, was principally devolved on tlic young surgeon — and it is 
not difiBcuU to understand the consequences. Towards the end 
of 1791 the wedding-day was fixed, when Mr. Cock was taki'n 
ill — so ill, that liis intended son-in-law had to announce the total 
absence of hope. The old man received the intelligence with 
calmness, called for his cash-book, summed up the current page, 

‘ to save his executor trouble,' and expired in the arms of Ciioper 
and Miss Anne. He died the very day that had been settled for 
the marriage, November the 21st. Mr. Bransby must give lh(^ 
rest of the romance. 

* A short time subsequent to this bereavement the frienils of the young 
people considered it advantageous that their marriage should be no 
longer deferred. In December a christening w'as to take place from the 
house of Mr. Cline, and he thought that this would afford an excellent 
opportunity for his young friends to be united, without attracting much 
observation, as tliey might join with the christening party on its way to 
church. The marriage was solemnized, and they afterwards retired, as 
if they had been merely witnesses of the christening. On the evening 
of the same day Mr. Cooper delivered his surgical lecture with all the 
ease of manner which characterized him on ordinary occabions; and 
the pupils dispersed without a suspicion of the occurrence. After lec- 
ture went to the house in Jefferies Square, which Mr, Cock, pro- 
imising to himself the happiness of seeing his daughter surrounded with 
every comfort, had but d^hort time before his decease purchased and 
furnished for them.’ — vol. i. p. 208. 

Under these circumstances the wedding trip was put off till 
June, 1792; and then the happy couple, neither of whom had 
ever before been on the Continent, proceeded to Paris, They 
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remained there during three terrible months — Mr. Cooper wit- 
nessed the 10th of August and the 2nd of September, and many of 
the horrors that intervened and ensued ; but though, in the few 
extracts which his nephew pnkluces from his journal, he expresses 
some disgust with the atrocities brought und'^jr his eye, they were 
not able to divert him from the two. great objects of the nuptial 
excursion — namely, to gratify his curiosity by attendance at the 
<lcbates of the National Assembly, &c., and to improve his pro- 
fessional knowledge by comparing the Parisian practice of surgery 
with our own. It must indeed have been a very favourable season 
for anatomical researches in the c^e of a student of his temper. 
No scar(;ity of subjects certainly, lie seejns to have gone to the 
hosj)itals daily, being decorated with a democratic badge, which 
ensured his personal safety in the streets, and politely welcomed 
in the interior by some of the leading surgeons, of whom the 
Journal has one or two entertaining anecdotes: c\ (J > — , 

* I once saw Desault dissect out a diseased absorbent gland frbm the 
neck of a boy, and, having succeeded in its removal, he began to extir- 
j)ate another; but his assistant suddenly looked up in the face of M. 
Desault, and said, “Monsieur', le garden est The boy was 

reniov(‘d from the operating-table, but tlie cadavre was brought in the 
next clay in order to show us that no great vessel had been wounded.’ 

He could have learnt no lessons either of humanity or of 
modesty in this school — though he may have treasured up some 
flourishes of dexterity and graces of the scal])el. 

Nor did his Parisian experience at all disturb Mr. Cooper in 
his adhesion to the ^ views which he had imbibed from Mr. Cline 
and the talented but misguided men with whom he had associated ’ 
(p. 218) : on the contrary, immediately after his return he is found 
in regular attendance at Thelwall’s ‘ Classical Lectures.’* And 
M r. T ravers hears testimony that he ^ went a step beyond 
WliiggisiTi, being an active steward at the festival of the Revolu- 
tion Society of London, in 1793.’ 

Our readers have this time discovered that Mr. Bransby 
Coojier’s present work is by no means intended in the main for 
readers of liis uncle's and his own profession. The Introduction, 
in fact, announces a separate work, devoted exclusively to the his- 
tory of Sir Astley’s researches in anatomy and surgery — the only 
sciences to which he ever applied himself with any zeal — and 
the development of his skill as an opcratt»r. What we now have is 
avowedly that part of his history which must, in the biographer’s 
opinion, be acceptable to all who feel a curiosity about eminent 
men of their own day, in whatever department they may have 

See ^PurauiU of Litetature ^ (notes 34 and 210)— -on the impudent wickedness 
of these * Lent T.cctnrcs ’ and ThelwalVs * School of Reiwou/ 
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attained their eminence. We need not therefore offer many apo-t 
logics for passing very rapidly over the strictly professional topics 
which do find here and there a place in the pages now before us. 
There is, for example, at the stage we have now reached, a neat 
enough disquisition, by Mr. B. Cooper, on the doctrines of John 
Hunter, and the manner in which the bold adoption and clever 
exposition of these by Astley Cooper contributed to fix public 
atteiilion on him, and, in fact, coupled with his constant and most 
skilful use of the cases which his pupils might themselves trace 
in the hospital at the moment, made his fortune as a lecturer. 
There can be no dis])Ute that he very soon took rank with the 
most instructive surgical teachers the world has ever seen. His 
first appointment to the professorship at Surgeons’ College oc- 
curred in this year, 1793; and he filled the chai,r with such 
«q)plause that he was re-elected to it by the Royal College, year 
after year, as long as he could place his services at their disposal. 
Though still far from pushing for private practice, the name he 
had acquired of course told powerfully in that direction ; and be- 
fore the close of the century he had reached, both as lecturer and 
as practitioner, an eminence with which any man of his standing 
might well be contented. 

The secret was industry. We sec how he felt this from 
what he writes about one who added industry to genius : — 

* *‘Mr. Hunter was, as Lavater said, a man who thought for himself; 
hut he^ was more : he was the most industrious man that ever lived. 
He worked from six in the morning till twelve o’clock at night, and 
sometimes later. He would stand over the most minute object for three 
or four hours before breakfast, dissecting and exploring it. His vast 
museum is a proof of what industry can accomplish, for it contains 
matter for seven years’ investigation. He worked, at each thing for 
himself, although he might have heard about it by his brother’s lectures, 
or by men who read for him. I went with him to the dissection of a 
uhale, and he examined every part for himself, caring nothing about 
dirt or trouble, and taking out parts of the animal for minute subse- 
quent examination.” ’ — vol. i, pp. 288, 289. 

The following statement from Sir Astley’s fee-book is curi- 
ous : — 

“ My receipt,” says he, ** for the first year was hL 5s. ; the second, 
2& ; the third, 64/. ; the fourth, 96/. ; the fifth, 100/. ; tlie sixth, 200/. ; 
the seventh, 400/. ; the eighth, 610/. ; the ninth, 1100/.” He himself 
appends a remark, which sufficiently shows his feeling on this subject : 
— ^‘‘Although I was a lecturer all the time on anatomy and surgery.’* * 

Blessed with vigorous health, buoyant spirits, an affectionate 
wife, extending reputation, and yearly increasing profits — he had, 
however, his share of losses and griefs even during this bright 
early period. Above all, the only chiW Mrs. Cooper ever gave 
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birth to was soon taken from them ; and this affliction seems to 
have left a deep trace behind it. Another sensible distress was 
the expulsicm of his friend Thelwall from a certain Physical 
Society, the majority of whose members did not approve of the 
philosophers pertinacity in urging on their attention his grand 
doctrine of Materialistn. Thirdly, his practice was interrupted 
for part of 1798, in consequence of a severe fall he had when 
riding one of the carriage-horses ’ in the city. The head was 
much damfl^ed, and life for some time despaired of: — 

‘ Mr. Cooper was, one morning after the accident, when in the full 
belief that he was about to die, lamenting to Mr. Cline the event, not so 
much on his own account, as because it arrested a train of professional 
inquiry in which he was then engaged, and which he thought would 
prove of the highest pu^W benefit. “Make yourself quite easy, my 
friend,** replied Mr. Cline ; “ the result of your disorder, whether fetal 
or otherwise, will not be thought of the least consequence by mankind/* 
The eager aspiring ambition of the young patient, and the calm philoao- 
j)hic coolness of his preceptor, form a curious contrast ; but at the same 
time the anecdote exhibits feelings highly characteristic of each of the 
two parties.* % 

It is a pity that Mr. Bransby Cooper cannot write with a little 
more precision. The man wh^ uses w'ords so absurdly can hardly 
be supposed to see things clearly. For ‘ but at the same time/ in 
this last sentence, lege ‘ in other words.' Tlie story deserved 
better treatment. Old Cline understood the world. ^ 

The next great step, the appointment c'ls surgeon to Guy’s 
Hospital, in 1800, was not unopposed. Asiley Cooper s French 
politics were extremely offensive to many of the electors; but 
the difficulty was got over by his giving a distinct pledge to the 
treasurer that he had * determined to relinquish the companion- 
ship and intimacy of his late democratical friends, and abandon 
for the future all participation in the strife of politics and party.’ 

‘ His maxim hccame, and this he never failed to inculcate in the younger 
portion of his acquaintance, “ That, as the duties of a surgeon extend 
alike to men of all parties and views, it must be most unwise for him to 
attach himself to any one particular set, and thus render adverse to him 
all maintaining contrary opinions,** * — vol. i. p, 298. 

All this is well; but we find nothing to justify the biographer in 
goiiig op to speak of 'this important change in his political feel* 
mgs* 8^ one that must have given ‘joy/^ to his loyal -hearteq pa- 
rents in Norfolk. They might well approve the prudence nf his 
change in conduct. He was elected without further demur and 
Dr. Roots says strongly, but truly, — 

‘ From the period of Astley’s appointment to Guy’s until the mo- 
ment of tis latest breath, he/^pfofi everything and all to the suffering 
aiiu afflicted : his name was a host, but his prekmce brought confidence 
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and comfort; and I have often observed that, on an operating day, 
should anything occur of an untoward character in the theatre, the raor 
ment Astley Cooper entered, and the instrument was in his hand, every 
difficulty was overcome, and safety generally ensued.^ 

This is, we repeat, most true. It was the result of his retain- 
ing the most perfect possession of himself in the theatre. He 
was, indeed, a great actor in more senses than one. >His admi- 
rable manual dexterity was not more obvious than^he love ol 
display that he broughf to the most critical of incisions. His 
nephew, we see, produces two extracts from bis note-book, in 
which he says that for certain classes of operation he had ‘ too 
much feeling.* (vol. ii. pp. 474-5.) But we believe no reially 
great artist ever quite satisfied himself^ ; A satirical Sawbones 
thus sung many years ago : — 

‘ Nor Diury Lane nor Common Garden 
Are to my fancy worth a farden ; 

I hold them both small beer : 

Give me the wonderful exploits, 

A||d joUy jokes, between the sleights, 

Of Astley'* s Amphitheatre.^ 

About tins time Cline removed to the west end of the town, and 
Cooper succeeded him in his spacious premises in St. Mary Axe. 
He of course succeeded also to a great share of C linens city practice 
— and that was in those days most lucrative. As yet the great mer- 
chants of London had not, generally speaking, abandoned the old cus- 
tom of having their town residences in connection with their places 
of business. They had comfortable, sometimes magnificent, villas 
within a few miles ; but the stately mansions, with their quiet in- 
terior quadrangles and little patches of garden, approached 
through massive folding-doors from some narrow street or lane 
in the heart of the traffic of this our Babylon— mansions which 
iiad originally, in many cases, been erected jiSid tenanted by the 
nobility of the seventeenth century — these were still kept up in 
splendour, and blazed witli hospitable light all through the winter. 
They are now, with hardly an exception, warehouses — their mas- 
ters flown to the precincts of the Regent’s Park, or Pimlico, 
Of Dr. Chambers's favourite locality, the splendid new city 
springing up on the estate of the see of London, towards Bays- 
water. In 1800 St. Mary Axe was about as different from what 
it is in 1843, as the Strand of 1800 was from the Strand of Bur- 
leigh or Buckingham. Mr. Cooper was in the centre of a most 
intelligent and opulent society ; and he lived to r^ret the days 
when his dealings were chiefly with oqr merchant princes. They 
seldom, it seems> hhd much loose about their persons ; and 
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* You know,’ said Sm Astley, ' when a man writes a cheque, he 
can hardly make it for less than five j^uineas.’ By and by he 
became accustomq^ to munificent fees. One ancient merchant, 
Mr. Hyatt, when pronounced all right .again, tossed his nightcap 
to the surgeon, who, bowing politely, put it in his pocket, and 
on entering his chariot found pinned inside a bank-note for 1000/. 
We doubt if any duke ever had heart for the like of this. It beats 
even the ‘big bag of gold’ which Cromwell’s pious son-in-law, 
Ireton, when^^in a scrape, offered to old Harney.* Others regularly 
paid him liberal annuities — a Mr. Coles, of Mincing Lane, for a 
long course of time gave him 600/. every Christmas. 

He was now in higli practice, and of course thrown constantly 
into familiar contact with the most eminent physicians of the 
time. His notes supply some shrewd sketches and some lively 
anecdotes : — 

‘ I recollect many of the physicians of iny early time ; and they were 
all empirics. With Dr. Curry there was only one organ diseased, the 
liver ; and only one medicine to be prescribed, calomel. He could not be 
corrected : for if one of bis patients died, and w’as examined, and Dr. 
Curry w^as told that there was no disease of the liverj he replied that 
he had cured il.f Dr Fordyce was a coarse man, a bad lecturer, got 
drunk every evening, and, Mr, Cline said, w^as not ovcr-careful about 
truth. He himself said he was the only Scotchman he ever knew that 
had entirely lost his native dialect ; and this he would assert in the 
broadest Scotch it could be spoken in.’ 

‘ Dr. Fordyce,’ adds the biographer, ‘was one evening, at a late 
hour, called to see a lady of title who was supposed to have been taken 
suddenly ill. Arrived in the apartment of his patient, he seated himself 
by her side, and, having listened to the recital of a train of symptoms 
which appeared rather anomalous, next proceeded to examine the state 
of her pulse. He tried to reckon the number of its strokes, but in vain ; 
the more he endeavoured to effect his object, the more his brain whirled, 
and the less self-control could he exert. Conscious of the cause of his 
difficulty, ill a mometft of irritation he inadvertently muttered out an 

exclamation, ‘ Drunk, by ! * The lady heard the remark, but 

remained silent ; and, having prescribed a mild remedy, one which he 


We believe the batidsomest fee on record is that which Dr. Dims<lale of Hertr 
ford received from the Empress Catharine for inoculating her children. He bad 
12,000/., it is said ; besides a snuff-box and the rank of a Russian Rarou. 

t Mr. B, Cooper add#, * With respect to himself, Dr. C«rry always believed he was 
labouring tinder a disease of the liver, and one of a peculiar nature ; for he thought 
that there was a worm in the gall-bladder. The supposed attempts which this wotm 
every now and then made to effect its escape through die duct created considerable 
irritation, and constituted one of tlie Doctor's hepatic attacks. For these he immediately 
flew to his favourite remedy, calomel. The reason which he gave for always failing in 
getting rid of the worm was amusing; for he aaid “ That directly the creature felt the 
influence of the mercury it ran back ^^gaia.to its ^11-bladder." I remember, when 1 
was a pupil attjuy's, that a report prc^iled that Dr. Curjjry sprinkled calomel on the 
meat in the sandwiches which he ate fdif luncb^n.’ — vol. i. p, 310. 

. invariably 



544 


Life of Sir AHhy Cooper^ 

invariably used on such occojsions^ the Doctor shortly afterwards took his 
depaiture. Early the next morning he was roused by a somewhat im- 
perative message from his patient of the previous evening, to attend her 
immediately ; and he at once concluded that the object of this summons 
was either to inveigh against him for the state in which he had visited 
her on the former occasion, or perhaps fdi^^^ing administered too 
X^otent a medicine. Ill at ease from these reflections, he entered the 
lady’s presence, fully prepared to listen to a severe repiWxand. The 
patient, however, began by thanking him for his immedi^e attention, 
and then proceeded to say how much she had been stnick by his dis- 
cernment on theX^revious evening; confessed that she -was occasionally 
addicted to th# error which he had detected ; and concludjpd by observ- 
ing that the object of her sending at so early an hour was to obtain a 
promise that he would hold inviolably secret the condition in which he 
had found her. ‘ You may depend upon mci madam/ replied Dr. For- 
^ce, with a countenance which had not altered its expression since the 
commencement of the patient’s story ; ‘ I shall be silent as the grave.’ 
Dr. Fordyce’s patient w as a lady of fortune and influence, and proved of 
essential service to him, by introducing him into the circle of her ac- 
quaintance.’ 

Sir Astlejpj^^ — it is, no doubt, a j)assage rich in innuendo — 

‘ Matthew*' Baillic was remarkable for his kindness to the whole pro- 
fession, butesj^ecially so to the junior members of it ; he knew his frown 
could chill their aspiring hopes, or a contemptuous word crush and de- 
stroy them. They had no fear of his seeing their patients witliout them, 
ns they knew no word of censure would escape his lips. He was not an 
assassin, who would profier one hand in friendship and stab in the back 
with the other. His integrity was as remarkable as his consideration 
and kindness. The candour of Baillie was another striking feature in 
his character. It was his cultivation and knowledge of morbid anatomy, 
and numerous opportunities in practice, which gave to medicine the 
scientific character it now holds.’ — p. 308. 

But we must return to Aslley Cooper himself, as professor to 
the Royal College, and surgeon at Guy’s. :An his later days he 
used to say that he had instructed 8000 suiffebns ; and, in fact, 
not only in every wrner of England, but almost in every con- 
siderable town in the north of Europe, there is at this moment 
some flourishing pupil of his school. He was a kind as well as 
-eareful master : this is apparent from all the reports, without ex- 
#^ption« with which his biographer has been favoured by those 
vmo tsi at his feet, especially those who had be6n his dressers, 
as&tants in the hospital, or, as the phrase b, had 'carried a box 
under Cw)per.’ The most valuable of these reports comes from 
one of the most distinguished of them tdl, Mr, Travers ; but it b 
far too Jong to be copied here. By a few sefrtences, however, 
and esjliedaHy by one happy phrtt$D, which we mark with italics, 
he sets tbo than before us to the 
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‘ Astley Cooper, when I first knew him, had decidedly the hand- 
somest, that is, the most intelligent and finely-formed countenance and 
person of any man I remember to have seen. He wore his hair 
powdered, with a queue, then the custom, and having dark hair, and 
always a fine healthy glow of colour in his cheeks, this fashion became 

him well was remarkably, upright, and moved with grace, 

vigour, and elasticity ; nor was he altogether unconscious of the fine 
proportions.^f his frame, for he would not unfrcquently throw his well- 
shaped leg mpon the table at lecture, when describing an injury or ope- 
ration of the lower limb, that he might more graphically demonstrate 

the subject of his discourse He would look at particular or 

urgent cases before and after lecture ; — and he generally went round, 
d loisir^ as a florist would visit his parterre^ with two or three elder 
students, on a Sunday morning,’ 

But the private parterre kt St. Mary Axe was his paradise, the 
constant object of his care'and scene of his delighting study. 
had a set of rooms over a long range of stabling fitted up entirely 
for dissection. There he was to be found at peep of day ; 
and if by chance he had an unoccupied hour in the even- 
ing, there it found the ardent florist, luxuriating oyer some choice 
specimen. We cannot liken it to a horius ssicemi- '" 3o\xn Hunter, 
we have heard, when a young roan from the country asked his 
advice about the study of anatomy, said, ^ The first thing is to 
conquer your nose/ This triumph no one ever achieved in 
higher perfection than Astley Cooper. A mong otl^er purveyors 
that he had in pay were several eminent fishmongers, who sent 
regularly to St. Mary Axe whatever article of any mark or 
dignity had been kept too long for the manipulations of the cook. 
With liiin all was fish that came to the net. An elephant died in 
the Tower. He begged the carcase, and it was safely delivered 
in his court-yard, but no efTort could hoist the huge spoil into 
the r(K)ins over the stable. Mr. Cooper had a tall hotd erected 
in front of the house, as if repairs were going on, and day alter 
day, with a choseiUKind of pupils^ cut and canned away — season, 
the height of summer — until every fragment of the putrid mass 
had been dealt with. The skeleton is now in the Royal College. 
But the pj)or dogs paid for their confidence in mankind ; they 
were the chief victims. A pupil states that he remembers m 
many as thirty dogs of viirious degrees, all tied up at one tiin% 
in an outhouse, waiting their turns to be experimei^ed on, 
and finally killed, and, if finely boned, articulated for the. tfiu- 
seum. The biographer intimates that the supply depended 
principally on the professional dog-stcalers ; but fiis own ser- 
vants, it is confessed, were all dabblers in the trade. The 
coachman and footman had eyes about them while he was 
paying a visit; and many an unsuspidous pet was lured into 

the 
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the odorous basket beneath the haniniercloth. The peccant 
parts of the piitients themselves were of course law^ful prize. 
Mr. Travers evidently smiles over his recollection of the trophies 
they used to carry home from a post mortem examination : — ‘ a 
curious but not ovet-fragrant part of the old lady,* and so on. 
Peradventure the business did not always res>here. When at the 
height of his fame and fortune. Sir Astley could B^ely tell a 
Committee of the House of Commons, ‘ No person dies in Lon- 
don, no matter of what rank or station, but 1 could hav^ejbis body 
in my dissecting-#6om if I chi>se.’ ^ 

Upwards bPone hundred pages (being an eighth part of this 
work) are devoteti by Mr. Bransby Cooper to one particular class 
of his uncle’s/ distinguished contemporaries ;* and who are these ? 
physicians, surgeons, or patients ? ^ They have their space ; but it 
IS more moderate. The favoured heroes are the bdfly- snatchers, 
or, to adopt their own technical designation, the ‘ resurgam hom- 
mos,* on whose exertions Astley Cooper, while at St. Mary Axe, 
relied mainly for what the same dialect calls ^ things.* We can- 
not deny that biographer might justly consider this subject 
within his pr^pmiie; for he proves abundantly that his uncle bad 
really a most close and confidential connexion with several of the 
most infamous desperados of his time ; that he was so inttin«ately 
mixed up in their transatJtions, that, wlicn they had been tried 
and imprisoped. he acknowledged their perfect right to de- 
pend on him for pecuniary support to themselves, and lor pensions 
to their families ; but nevertheless we must wish the affair had 
not been dealt with in such detail. The fa<*t, we cannot but 
suspect, is, that Mr. Bransby Cooper was educated by bis uncle 
exactly W’hen the trade of the resurrection* men was in its most 
palmy state. He was himself throwm into association with these 
daring ruffians at a time of life when adventure, of wliatever sort, 
has its charms; and now' that the system is ^aii end — we trust 
for ever — he a)uld not resist tSe temptation w a soft indulgence 
in the ‘ pleasures of memory.’ His picture of the traffic, more- 
over, may prove a popular feature. We shouhl not be surprised 
see it drawn upon liberally by the masters of our Japk Ketch 
school of romance. 

^se odious chapters we find a few — but a few— quotable 
appears that during the Peninsular war the London^ 
resunectiortists frequently followed the march of our armies. 
Had steam-boats been in fashion, the parterres at Guy's and St. 
Mary Axe would, indeed, have shown, a plentiful succession. 
But that was out of the question. The object was more limited. 
Towards the ejjd of the struggle Mr/ Bransby Cooper was him- 
self attached to #te of ri^iiE^ti*S/ One day a face, not to bo 

forgotten. 
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forgotten, presented itself at his quarters, near Sarre. This was 
one of the leading purveyors, hearing this laconic note from the 
patron ; — • 

* My dear Bransby, — Butler will tell you the purport of his visit, f 
hope you are well and happy. Your affectionate uncle, Astley Cooper.* 
And what was the purpoilrt of his visit? — 

‘ Oh, Sir, only^let there be a battle, and there’ll be no want of teeth, 
ril draw' lliem as fast as the men are knocked down.* — Ib. p, 401. 

This seems always to have been a regular though subordinate 
pursuit with them even at home. One of our author^ acquaint- 
ances, Mr. Murphy, robbed the yault under a London meeting- 
house, in one night, of teeth^w'hich he sold for 60/. N p wonder, 
then, if we find in a subsequent page that one of these fellows re- 
turned from Wat«n‘loo with a box of teeth tind jaw -hones valued at 
700/. Did the autimmal beauties of 1816 susj)ect this? But the 
most precious harvest of all was, we are told, that of 1813. ‘ The 
German universities,’ says a French dentist, ^ turned out many 
youths in their very bloom ; and our conscripts were so young 
that few of their teeth had been injured by the tobacco.* 

The polish Jews were very active at this work during ^apolei>n‘s 
later campaigns; and we remember a British dentist who was 
nicknamed l)f\ Pulltvshi from the notoriety of his dealings with 
them. After all, such things are not the worst that might be 
quoted in the tooth department; and we need not wander into 
the kindred one of curls and ringlets. 

M*'. Bransby Cooper wunds up his annals of the resurrectionists 
with a long, grave, solemn, even pompous, apology for his uncle. 
Wc all must admit that, as the law then stood, it was impossible 
for any man to become a great anatomist without at least >vinking 
at most heinous practice-s ; but the less that is said on the subject 
the belter. 

We have hitherto* referred to the first of these volumes. 
Throughout the second we have Astley Cooper before us as at 
the head of his calling; and his nephew (though not on the 
present occ^ision going into minute professional details) affords 
the general reader some notion of the most important opera- 
tions by which his high skill was from time to tim^ manifested 
— his reputation, if possible, still further raised and 
He notices also various essays which were published in tfi^. 
Transactions of the Royal Society, oi' separately, and some of 
which — especially those on the Mernbrana Tt^mpam, on Herma, 
on his own great operation of Tying the Aortn^ on Fractures 
and Didocatiomy and on . the fAnaiomy of the Mremt — will 
always continue to hold place among the re- 
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cords of the surgical art, though it cannot be said that any 
of them reflect credit on their author as compositions. But 
the principal merit of this a>mpilation is in the clear light it 
throws on the actual life-— the daily existence— of a first-rate 
London surgeon. Astley Cooper tti^de more money than any 
surgeon that ever lived before him. B|J>ne year, 1815, his pro- 
fessional income amounted to Upwards of twenty-one thousand 
pounds. No physician in the world has at all ap|)roached this. 
We do not believe that any barrister — not even Lord|Abinger as 
attorney-gen^i^al — came very near it. The nephew, the pupil, 
and fre(|uejut assistant of such a man all this must have his memory 
stored with details, which, if tolerably set forth, are sure to 
be thankfully received. Mr. BjSaiisbv Cooper, however^ tells his 
tale with such profuse verbosity .and fbng-windedness that it must, 
in mercy to the reader, undergo a •compressing process. 

Throughout the^ whole thoroughly active period of his life, 
then, Astley Cooper was in his dissecting-room, winter and sum- 
mer, by six o’clock at the latest ; by eight he was dressed (per- 
haps rather over-dressed) for the day, and at the service of 
gratuitous4^Sj&nts, who occupied him till half-past nine. Young 
physicianai-^^l surgeons owe much, of course, to their practice 
among the poor ; but the generosity with which the best- 
employed men in both branches devote many hours every week — 
^ every minute being a guinea’— to this inestimable cimrity, is. 
perhaps not sufficiently considered by the wealthier classes when 
the matter of fees is in discussion. No j>rofessional men sacrifice 
time to duty and benevolence at such a heavy cost to themselves. 
Few men liked money better than Cooper ; but he never aban- 
doned this honourable custom. His breakfast with his family 
occupied but a few gay minutes'; and by ten his waiting-rooms 
were thronged with patients, who continued to stream in by the 
dozen until one o’clock ; — • 

‘ To the right of the hall were two large rooms, occupied by gentle- 
men patients ; two drawing-rooms immediately above were appropriated 
to the reception of ladies. The hall had generally servants waiting fur 
answers to notes ; the ante^room was fur the one or two patients next 
in succession. The farther room on the right was full of gentlemen 
' Vaitihg their turn. These were anxious, perhaps, but still in a much 
less^gitiable state than the occupants of the first to the right. All in 
had undergone some operation, which unfitted them for the 
present to leave the house. It was certainly an object of interest, at 
times partaking no little of the ludicrous to me as an inconsiderate 
youngster, to see six or eight persons who had never set eyes upon one 
another b^ore, contorting their features into eit^^ssions of all the kinds 
of suffering, from the dnWest torment to the most acute pain — [happy 
’ youngster, and happy language movnig in anxious restless- 

ness 
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ness to different parts of the room — while some one would be asking his 
neighbour with eager curiosity what was the nature of the infliction he 
had undergone, still writhing, perhaps, under the effects of his own. 
These patients used to remain in this room until either their pain had 
ceascdj,. or Mr. Cooper hirnself dismissed them after completing the ope- 
ration to which they had Been subjected. 

‘ The patience;^ of the laAes, perhaps, was more severely tried than 
even that of .the gentlemen ; for as in Charles’s judgment their occu- 
pation was not liMy to be so important, nor their time so precious, 
he was accusthmeil” lather to expedite the admission of the gentlemen 
than theirs. "He most ungallantly used to observe, “ There was more 
difficulty in drawing one lady than ^wo gentlemen;” meaning in with- 
drawing the lady from Mr. Cooper.’f presence. The manner by which 
the ladies exhibited their impati^nkie was by frequently opening the 
drawing-room door, peeping over the banisters, or sometimes coining 
down into the hal\ and supplicating Charles; requests which he knew 
well enough how to answer. 

‘ The ante-room w^as sometimes applied to another purpose than the 
legitimate one, for Charles had some few chosen friends, who knew 
liow' to pay their way into this room at once. 

‘ Sometimes the people in the hall and ante-room wer^,,^ numerous 
and so importunate that my uncle dreaded the ordeal of ^l^laining the 
necessity for his departure. He was in the habit, under such circum- 
stances, of escaping through the back-yard into his stables, and so into 
the passage by the side of Bishopsgate church. He would then run 
round past l\|8 carriage, which was standing at the front door, into 
Wormurood Street, to which place he would be immediately followed by 
his coachman, who well understood this ruse,^ — vol. ii. pp. 72-77. 

He was in a few minutes at Guy’s — where a hundred pupils 
were waiting on the steps. They followed him into the wards 
of the hospital, and from be^ to bed, until the clock struck 
two — then rushed across the street to the anatomical theatre, and 
the lecture began. At three he went to the dissecting-rooms, 
and observation, direction, and instruction kept him busy here for 
half an hour. Tlien he got into his carriage, attended by a 
dresser, and his horses were hard at work until seven or half-past 
seven. His family were assembled : dinner was instantly on the 
table, and he sat down apparently fresh in spirits, with his at- 
tention quite at the command of the circle. He ate largely, but 
cared not what — ^^after twelve hours of such exertion he, as he 
said, "could digest anything but sawdust.’ During dinhcr.vha 
drank two or three large tumblers of water, and afterwards ti^o 
glasses of port-^no mure. Then he threw himself back in his 
chair and slept. He seldom required to be rousedi but awoke 
exactly as the allotted tm. minutes expired — started up, "gave a 
parting smile to everybody in the room> and in a few seconds was 
again on his way to the hosp^.’ i 

There 
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There was a lecture every other evening during? the season — on 
the odd nights, however, the carriage was equally at his door by 
eight — and he continued his round of visits till midnight, often 
till one or two in the morning. 

His carriage was well lighted; anc^’jby flight as well as by day, 
in passing from one house to another, liii attendant was writing to 
his diclalioii — the chronicle of each case kept "jiace with the 
symptoms ; 

‘ iV«tl Sunday shone no sabbath-day for'JKm.^ 

When called into the ^)untvy he usually said to the postboys — 
' I giye threepence a ntile for ha^ driving, fourpence for good, but 
sixpence if you drive like the d^l.’ Such for full fifteen years 
was the existence of the great^^sfurgeon of Broad Street, Saint 
Mary Axe. 

Industry of such ^ high pressure’ had, of course, some in- 
terruptions of relaxation ; but the diversions of the very busy 
are rarely very delicate. They are willing to accept what is 
nearest at hand, and may be entered on without preparation, and 
enjoyed without effort. He was hospitable to his pupils, whose 
reverence submission made them attentive listeners and ready 
laughers. He also entertained, though less frequently, those of 
his own or the other branches of the profession, with whom he 
had been connected familiarly in early years, or whom he en- 
countered daily in the rounds of his practice. Of these such as 
were, like himself, successful — were, if not like himself aWually 
overworked, aware that he was so, and under the habitual im- 
pression of his great professional ability; if the less fortunate did 
not always regard his prosperity without envy, his authority was 
so extensive, that some advantage might be anticipated from the 
cultivation of his goodwill ; among neither set, therefore, was he 
likely to find over-critical guests. With accomplished men, beyond 
his own calling, he seems in his prime neither to have held nor 
desired to hold much social intercourse; and in no particular did 
he less resemble most of those among his own brethren who in 
our time have attained similar reputation. Their minds have, 
in general, been expanded and refined by a variety of studies ; they 
delight in the society of their intellectual compeers ; and we think 
on the whole, of all orders of professional men, their conversation 
in mixed company has been commonly acknowledged to be the most 
interesting, affording the happiest combination of instructiveness 
and entertainment. We might, it is possible, fill an amusing page 
by quoting from Mr. Bransby Cooper’s picture of his uncle’s city 
dinners and suburban clubs, but we are afraid that the result might 
be Ui leave a somewhat disrespectful notion of the professif)n itself 
— thai which has perhaps justly been called " our most accom- 
plished 
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plished profession.’ We leave therefore some chjipters, filled 
with what seems low-enough merriment, and occasional v arses y in 
which we can discover nothing but dismal imbecility, to be 
explored by those who are ^curious in such matters. Cooper’s 
own chief distinction apidsi these scenes of festivity appears to 
have dopendcid on joyousliilkrity, practical jokes (much in the style 
of his youth at Yarmouth), and, above all, the incessant audacity 
of puns. ^ 

It is, howcV'er,%bll attested that he was even then a very different 
sort of converser in a tete a-tete. When shlit up by chance in the 
same carriage with any man of talents, the tenacity of his memory 
— the searching sagacity with wh^h he had observed whatever the 
course of life had brought unSef his view — and the unaffected 
frankness of his temperament, secmi to have been more than suffi- 
cient to render llis talk richly diverting. To hear him thus, we 
suppose, was like being present at one of the best of his Q(|sy 
colloquial lectures on comparative anatomy. The truth is, he 
was then, as at his lecture, enjoying the exertion of his powerful 
faculties. In the favoured conviviality of the evening be thought 
only of unbending them ; or if, indeed, he had corrie at last to 
confound boisterous pleasantry with the fascinations of wit, we 
must not forget how easily almost any man who is much flattered 
learns to flatter himself; and that of all weaknesses the most 
harmless, as well as the most common, is vanity. 

Of fk memory his nephew gives some striking examples ; and 
they will be considered as of great importance by those whose 
experience has brought them to our own conclusion — namely, that 
this faculty is almost always in exact proportion to the general ca- 
pacity and vigour of the intellect. It may be greatly strengthened 
by culture : but where it has not been largely given, or successfully 
improved, all other talents are vain and fruitless. We are aware 
that some people on the verge of idiotcy will exhibit an all but 
miraculous power of memory as to some one particular class of 
objects ; but we speak of cases where the mind is not actually 
incomplete or deformed — where there is the usual set of faculties 
to be measured and appreciated. 

His sagacity was shown in some remarkable extra-profes- 
sional incidents. Being called in to see Mr, Blight of Deptford 
when wounded in 1806, the aspect of the partner, Mr. Patch, in- 
stantly conveyed to him conviction of his being the assassin. 
When, on examination of the localities, he signified that the shot 
must have been fired by a lefjfc-handed man, the attendants, who 
were far from having taken up any similar suspicion^ exclaimed 
that there was no left-hahded person near except, friend Patch 
— who was tried and condemned and i^ho confessed before his 

execution. 
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execution. In like manner when Nicolson, the trusted and re- 
spected old servant of Mr. and Mrs. Bonar, arrived in Btoad 
fcitreetwitK the news of that midnight catastrophe^ the man’s coun- 
tenance4Satifiified Astley Cooper that ^ murderer was before him. 
We- all know how slow the family to adopt this opinion — 
and also that he too confessed his criAe. In.mither of these 
cases, however, could the acute anatomist pretend to define the 
source of his iippressions. He could only ^ There was an 
indescribable something.’ 

To illustrate the Happy exercise of these gifts within Sir 
A sttey’s professional departmet|f^ would be to write Ws life— as it 
has not yet been written. 

By 1815 the change in cityvhabits was well advanced, and he 
had besides come into very gres^ practice amoqg^^lhe nobility and 
gentry at the other end of London. He therefore made up his 
miiid to do as Cline had done before him, and established him- 
self in the neighbourhood of the Court — New Street, Spring 
Gardens — where he continued a course of life not much unlike 
that of B^d Street, except that he had now retired from his pro- 
fessorship lit the Royal College, and begun to affect more silkiness 
of manner and finery of habits. 

With his private patients he was, we believe, more popular than 
any other contemporary practitioner in either branch. His goodly 
person had its effect with the ladies — his good-nature with all — 
and the varnish of feeling with most. With oil enough ifll wery 
wound, he was the com^eyer of more comfort than any one of his 
more sensitive brethren. We know, from Cheselden’s account 
of himself, that the greatest of surgeons may feel his profession a 
burden and torment all through the most successful of lives. 
John Hunter turned pale as death whenever he had to use the 
knife. Abernethy, in our own time, whom many took for a 
coarse man merely because of his rough humour, could never 
think of an oj>eration without heart-sickness. It was the same 
with that great ami Ill-requited genius. Sir Charles Bell — we must 
not name living names. But all came and went more easily with 
Astley Cooper. When a friend of ours, returning casually with 
him from a consultation one day, dropped something in a me- 
lancholy tone about the anxieties of their common profession, 
f I don’t understand you,’ said he ; ‘ upon my word I think ours 
a very pleasant life. Is it such a h^dship to chat with a succes- 
sion of well-bred people every morning, and seal up a round 
sum for your banker as often as you get home ? ’ But we must 
pot understand such sayings too Ihetajly; No man had a better 
fight to the natural satisfaction 6t reflecting that human suffer- 
j|ig$ bad been largely relieved by his ministry. 


If 
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If Mr. Bransby Cooper had thought fit, we dare say he might 
have produced extracts from the Notes of this period which 
would have gratified abundantly the malicious curiosity of the 
public. As it is, they supgly but little amusement, and very 
seldom demand censure. « Tfce most interesting passages are per- 
haps those about the late L.ord Liverpool, the Duke of York, and 
George IV.; but even these contain nothing novel as regards 
characters or even manners. Mr. Cooper was not on the royal esta- 
blishment when the king first chose him to operate on his pei:son. 
There was an 4igly tumour on the head ; and it was understood 
at the time that, for once, Coopey’s nerves rather failed him, and 
that Cline had to complete the job ; and the biographer, though 
he does not cortfirm the common stpry, says nothing that distinctly 
contradicts it. JHe mentions Cline as present, and, casually as 
it were, that he did something. The king, however, made Ctwper 
his serjeant-surgeon soon afterwards, and in due time, most pro- 
perly, a baronet (with remainder to his eldest nephew) — and our 
author says he continued to grow in favour until he made an un- 
lucky lapsus — that is, told his illustrious patient a certain offen- 
sive anecdote. But though Mr. Bransby Cooper twice promises 
to give his readers this anecdote, he reaches finis without having 
screwed his courage to the point. It must, we suppose, have 
been something far more awful than what he does mention as 
having occasioned a little interruption in the intercourse — namely. 
Sir A stiff's waiting on His Majesty one morning just after per- 
forming an operation: — The King’s face darkened — the jocular 
baronet wag abruptly dismissed — and discovered, as he entered 
his chariot, that there was blood on his wristband — * Out, damned 
spot ! ’ It would not be difficult for us to cap that story if we 
chose. 

Sir Hans Sloane’s baronetcy, given by George I., was the first 
title of hereditary honour granted to any medical gentleman in 
this country. The profession has since furnished at least its fair 
share of recruits to the baronetage. Between 1796 and 1837 that 
rank was, if we reckon aright, conferred on seventeen physicians 
and surgeons, one oculist, and two apothecaries. 

The complete change which time and prosperity had wrought 
in Sir Astley’s political sentiments is evident from some of his 
Notes. 

‘ The first time I ever saw George the Fourth was at the time he was 
Prince Regent, He was walking with the Duke of York and the Duke 
of Bedford, and he looked far superior to*either. They were the three 
finest men in England, but he was the prince of grac^ and dignity.’ 

Here is some mistake. The Duke of. Bedford woe a * fine 
man' — Francis — died a doiseu ye&rs' bef4W'e George IV. was 

Regent ; 
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Re^nt; noi* do we think that Cooper ever saw /Am walking; 
tp|;etherv 

* He o|^n awoke early, and read froni five or six o’clock in the morn- 
ing or ten, and thus he acquainted with all the new 

books, wWnh he read of every d^ripti^-r-novelsj .po^phlets, voyages, 
travels, playa-^and he liked to talk thfena/ He nsq^ilv received me at 
from ten to eleven o’clock, iq his bed. . He chatted w^tfi me for half an 
hour or an hour, and was generally very^ agreeable, although now and 
then irritable.. He was not stifetly attentive to facts, .but embellished 
all bis stories to rende®4hem more amusing, so that it would not answer 
always to.^j^peat his sayings of nth^s. 

‘ WJIj^o ill the King would nevcl^llow that it was cauied by his own 
imprud^ce. One morning bis tongue was white, and he was much 
heated. “ By G — said he, ‘‘ it is very cftj^aordinary that I should 
be thus heated, for I lived very abstemiously, an d^ig jpt to bed in good 
time — I must have some heaunie de vie^ sir.” t^en we went out of 

the room, W said, “You must not professionally act upon what 

His Majesty said: he was drinking maraschino at two o’clock this 
morning.” 

‘ He was a good judge of the medicine which would best suit him.* 
He bore endrmous doses of opiates — one hundred drops of laudanum, 
for instance. In bleeding, also, I have known from twenty to twenty- 
five ounces taken from him several times. 

* The King was irregular in bis times for eating and drinking. 
“ Bring me cold chicken,” he would say at eleven, before he rose., 
“ Yes, sire.” “ Bring it, and give me a goblet of soda-water.” Soon 
after he ate again, and at dinner largely ; but he did not M general 
drink much at dinner unless tempted by the society of men he liked.’ 

It is hardly fair for a gentleman who visits a Prince only in his 
medical capacity to volunteer descriptions of the patient’s ordinary 
habits. When out of sorts the King’s meals were, wc sujipose, ir- 
regular enough ; but in general, wc believe, he abstained entirely 
from meat of a morning. Probably he was, like ourselves, of the 
sect whose tenet it is tliat no man eats luncheon who has a proper 
respect for his dinner. 

® The King would sometimes be coarse in his conversation and anec- 
dotes, but again nobody could be more refined and polished when he 
chose. Every story of a character about town, every humorous anecdote, 
he was perfectly acquainted with, and was constantly seeking means of 
adding to his stock, and then took the greatest pleasure in relating them 

* The biographer says: — ‘He had been very early iastmcted in anatomy, by the 
desire of his father, at whose request iohu Hiintse a coraidete set of prepa- 
rations, especially for the use and infonnatloii (^, the young prince and iiis brothers. 
He frequently conversed on the sut)ject; on sevjEyral occasions, when an account 
reached his ears of something novel or extraordinary beihfiT with in the course of 
«t^t^ijh»nical investigation, he had the actual speeiioen (wrought to him for his inspection. 
Hjie kiWJwledge of medicine was^sp ac^ ihat,.lt live heard my uncle say he was 
i^liged to be unusually carefiil when Wxitmg a prescription for the King.* 


to 
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to otliera. He was himself witty, but the points of his conversation 
consisted principally in anecdote and the relation of jokes. 

‘ The King was indolent, and therefore disposed to yield, to avoid 
trouble ; nervous, and therefore anxious to throw every onus from his 
own shoulders. He was the most perfect gentleman in his manners and 
address — possessing the fin^sst person, with the most dignified and 
gracious condescension, yet excessively' proud ; familiar himself, but 
shocked at it in others ; violent in his temper, yet naturally kind in his 

disposition. I hdve seen him spunv from him, yet in ten minutes 

say that he liked nobody so much about him, and that no one but he 
should do anything for him. 

‘ George the Fourth had an extraordinary memory,--— he recollected 
all that he had read or seen, — and had the faculty of quickly compre- 
hending everything. If he saw a steam-engine, he would describe not 
only its principles of action, but^nter minutely into its construction. 
He could recoufU)^ anecdotes of everybody, and could quote the beauties 
of almost all the works, in prose or verse, in English literature. He 
also prided himself on his knowledge of Latin, being, in fact, an 
excellent classic, and frequently quoted Horace. Dates, also, in history 
he could well recollect ; and it was dangerous to differ with him con- 
cerning them, as he was sure to be right. Tlie connexions and families 
of the nobility he was quite familiar with. 

‘ He spoke German and French as well as his own. language, and 
knew a little of others. He spoke remarkably well, but did not write so 
well, because he would not give himself the trouble, and therefore 
always sought assistance from others. His life had been, since the age 
of sixteen, conversational, from which time he had given very little 
attention to writing or composition. He told me that from the time he 
was sixteen he knew everything, bad and good, and that he had 
entered into every amusement that a gentleman could engage in. His 
judgment was good as regarded others, and as respected his country. 
If I had wanted to decide upon what I ought to do, nobody would have 
given me better advice ; but he very likely would have practised just 
the contrary himself. 

‘ The abilities of George the Fourth were of the first order. He 
would have made the first physician or surgeon of his time, the first 
lawyer, the first speaker in the House of Commons or Lords, though, 
perhaps, not the best divine. As a king he was prosperous, for he had 
the good sense to be led by good ministers, although, however, he did 
not like them all.*— vol. ii. p. 347-352. 

In all this about the King we see nothing to complain of. Of 
some of the accomplishments above mentioned the Serjeant-sur* 
geon was little qualified to judge ; but if he formed an extravagant 
opinion of His Majesty’s natural talents, he at least erred in 
good ^company. Sir Astley’s thinking it worth record that the 
King of England was well versed in the family history of the 
English nobility is very good. We doubt as ta the criticism on 
the King’s writing. The letters printed in Sir W. Knighton’s 

VOL, LXXl. NO. CXLIE 2 P Life 
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Life are poor and slovenly ; but they, we believe, were mere re- 
fuse, put in to fill space, when the real Intended publicaion was 
suppressed. We once read part of a MS. Memoir on some inci- 
dents in His jVfajesty’s personal history, and it seemed to us easy, 
elegant English. It he had been 'invisfibly* helped, assuredly 
it was not by either Knighton or Cooiifer. 

The Notes on Lord Liverpool have not been weeded so care- 
fully. It was hardly fair to print, if to write down, some of the 
premier’s unkindly communicatfcns about one of his colleagues. 
The mete feet of his lordship’s opening his lips at all on such a 
subject to hisiturgical visitant must be considered a symptom that 
his disease, had reached his mind ; and in such a state what more 
common than fretful jealousy ? Our author should also ha\'e 
thought twice before he published his own sarcastic description of 
a ‘court physician* coming into Lord Liverpool’s chamber just 
after he had been bled for apoplectic sym])toms by Mr. B. Cooper 
himself — bowing three times to the patient as he lay insensible 
on the sofa — and then asking the young surgeon if he was aware 
of the responsibility he had assumed in bleeding the prime 
minister of England before his own arrival. The passage indi- 
cates no great respect for the physician on the part of the nar- 
rator — but it also suggests what the physician’s opinion w?n.y of 
Mr. Bransby Cooper. Dr. Radcliffe has recorded how narrowly 
William 1 1 1, escaped dying before his time, in consequence of its 
being held unlawful to bleed the sovereign without the consent, 
not of the court physician only, but of the privy council : but 
we were not before aware that such notions of sanctity had ever 
been attached to the vein of a minister. 

Sir Astley was also sergeant-surgeon to King William TV. — 
and we shall gratify all our readers by one extract from his N otes 
under that head. 

‘ We often saw the queen, who ap]>C}ired a most amiable lady, elegant 
but simple in her manners, and sensible in her conversation. She was, 
in truth, an excellent person, and, though gracing the dignified position 
which she occupied, would equally have made an admirable clergyman’s 
wife, and in such a situation have employed herself among her parishion- 
ers in acts of kindness and benevolence from morning to night.’ 

» There is a very striking account of the behaviour of the late 
Sir John Leach, when first cut for the stone. The patient 
having been placed in the required position; Sir Astley, who had 
already the knife in his hand, laid it ?isidfe for a moment to 
write a prescription. As he resumed his instrument, the ex- 
pectant’s countenance indicated much disturbance. Sir Astley 
paused. ' ‘Excuse me,’ said the Judge; ‘but, pray, don’t leave 
the peji in the ink.’ During the operation, which occupied longer 

time 
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time than usual^ he never moved a muscle. When it was over. 
Sir Astley left hiS nephew to keep watch in the chamber, By- 
aiid-by Sir John Leach turned his head on the pillow, and whis- 
pered that he wished to see his housekeeper : it was to tell her 
that Mr. jBransby Cooper would stay to dinner, and to order some 
entree in which his cook #as supposed to show particular merit. 
He had to undergo that terrible operation three times, and al- 
ways did so With the.Jame imperturbable coolness.^ What a 
mixture is man ! Who has forgotten Lord Byron s scornful 
sketch of this astute, hard-fafced old lawyer, as a Mayfair tuft- 
hunter, aping dandies, and fawning on dowagers? We hope 
Byron’s future editors will have the candour to quote the sur- 
geon’s testimony to the higher qualities of this victim. Much 
less heroism, we apprehend, was shown at Missolonghi. 

In these lat^r years our author was the regular assistant of his 
uncle, who had^ himself begun to suffer from attacks of vertigo, 
and was not always in condition for exertion. Sir Astley was by 
this lime very rich — and he now indulged himself by purchasing 
a considerable estate in Hertlordsliire, with a handsome mansion- 
house and grounds, to which he often retired for repose and re- 
laxation. By degrees he became extremely fond of the place— ^at 
last ho usually spent three days of the week there—and contracted 
many of the feelings and even the habits of his new order. He 
was a rigid preserver of his game, for example ; and what is by 
no means so common, he made money by keeping a large farm in 
his own hands. This Avas chiefly the result of his and his coach- 
man’s skill in horseflesh. Michael having informed him that the 
horses sold at Sinithfield were usually of three classes, almost all 
cripples, some fit only for the knacker, others bought for the 
chance of their becoming sound, others by people who did not 
rare for permanent lameness so they would but draw , — 

‘ niy uncle desired him to go every market morning into Sniithfield, 
and purchase all the young horses exposed for sale which he thought 
might possibly he convertible into carriage or saddle-horses, should they 
i;ecover from their defects. He was never to give morc^ than seven 

pounds for each, but five pounds Avas to be the average price In 

this manner I have known thirty or forty horses collected at Gades- 
bridge, and thus Sir Astley procured stock to eat off hia superfluous 
herbage. In the winter these horses were put into the straw^-yard, and 
his waste straw thus converted into manure, thereby saving many 
hundred pounds in the purchase of this commodity. 

‘ I believe, however, the greatest pleasure derived from this iicav plan 
was the occupation it afforded him, by treating these horses as patients, 
and curing them of their various complaints. On a stated morning 
every week the blacksmith csine up from the village, and the horses 
were in successive order caught, haltered, and brought for inspection. 

2 p 2 He 
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He then examined into the causes of the particular defect of each 
animal, and generally ascertained that there was disease of the foot. 
The blacksmith took off the shoe, pared out the hoof, and then Sir 
Astley made a careful examination of the part. Having discovered the 
cause of the lameness, he proceeded to perform whatever seemed to him 
necessary for the cure — cut out a corn, medee depending opening to 
cure a quittor — order the proper shoe for a contracted heel, 

‘ The improvement produced in a short time by g^d^feeding, rest, 
and medical attendance, such as few horses before or since Jiave enjoyed, 
appeared truly wonderful. .... I have myself paid fifty guineas for one 
of thesfe atid madti a good bargain too ; and I have known my 

uncle’s ciijfi^gbToV years drawn by a pair of horses which together only 
cost him ttove pounds ten shillings.’ 

The baronet’s battues had, in like manner, their professional 
features. The brother sportsmen were, for^ the iTfiUst part, phy- 
sicians or surgeons of renown. Some of them Were tolerable 
shots, and so was their host ; but he at least could seldom play 
out the Squire’s part for a whole morning. 

‘ It was not an uncommon event to lose him for an hour or two ; for 
if a bird towered, or a hare, after being shot at, evinced anything par- 
ticular in her death-throes, he would either quietly sit down under a 
hedge, or would walk home to his dissecting-room, and examine the nature 
of the injury, and the cause of the peculiar circumstances which had 
attracted his notice. Nothing could afford him greater delight than when 
he arrived at an explanation of the peculiar phenomena w'hich had'fttsti- 
gated him to make the inquiry.’ 

The vision of Arcadia would he incomplete without what fol- 
lows : — 

‘ It rarely happened but that one or two of the dogs which, we had 
out with us had been submitted by Sir Astley to some operation or ex- 
periment, a circumstance which in some measure accounted for their 
inferiority as sporting dogs. Some avxusemeM was always afforded by 
the timidity which these animals manifested when near my uncle.’ 

Hereabouts the biographer describes his uncle as ' crying like 
a child’ over something in ' Oliver Twist.’ It must have been a 
great relief to his Recurrent Nerves. 

An unfailing member of these shooting-parties was Dr. Babing- 
ton, whose Irish humour seems to have l>een the prime condiment 
of the evening banquet. Our author gives several of the Doctor’s 
etoxies — let us find room for one : — 

* He told us that, after having been many years from Ireland, an 
irresistible desire again to see his native soil made him determine, dur- 
ing a certain vacation, to revisit it. In order to reach his native 
vtljf^q^e it was necessary for him to cross afjyer by a ferry. Years 
before he had passejj at this spot a thousand times, and, as he sat in the 
boat^ vivid recollections of his youth recurred, filling him wdth mingled 
sentiments of pleasure and pain. Afte> some minutes* silence, he in- 
quired 
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quired of the ferryman if he had known the Rev. Mr. Babington, the 
former rector of the place. “Did I know him? Faith, and I did, for 
the kindest of men he was to us alL” “ He was my father,’’ said 
Dr. Babington. “ Was he, by the powers !” exclaimed the fellow, and, 
wrought up at once to a, wonderful pitch of enthusiasm, “ Then I’ll 
take you neaier to the fklls .than ever man showed his nose before.’* ’ 

Sir As^egr.^ad the misfortune to lose his lady in June, 1827, 
and the shock^as so sem'e that he resolved on withdrawing from 
practice. September he, sold his house in .jSpring Gardens, 
and remained for a time shut up in Hertfordshire^!? JhqtJ the in- 
terval was not long. The retirement became intolerable— -within 
a few months he had taken another house in town/nn^ resumed 
his profession — ^and in July, 1828, he re-married. 

His anatoB^iieal zeal attended him to the last, wherever he was. 
He makes, late in life, an excursion to liis native Norfolk— and 
his journal is mostly of this tenor : — 

‘ Cromer^ Sunday, SopL 2bth, — Rose early and dissected eels ; went 
to church. 

‘ 26th. — Rose early ; rude on horseback along the beach, and saw a 
boat with 1400 herrings come in : the beach a busy scene. Picked up 
three dog-fish ; beautifully clean animals for dissection. 

‘ 27/A. — Rose early, and rode before breakfast. A porpoise this 
morning of about four feet in length. Dissected a gurnet. 

‘^8/A.— Before breakfast walked ou the beach, and dissected dog- 
fish and herrings’ brains. 

‘ “ 29/A, — It rained, but I went to the beach for a little time before 
breakfast. They brought me a porpoise; I sent the heart to Guy’s 
Hospital, and dissected dog-fish. The brain is composed of,” &c.’ — 
vol. ii. pp. 421, 422. 

Another of his later trips was to Paris. His reputation 
procured him a most flattering reception there. Among other 
attentions he was invited to a grand dejeuner by Dupuytren : — 

* “ We w^ent to the Hotel Dieu, and I found a room devoted entirely 
to myself, a cadavre there, &c. I dissected for nearly two hours before 
breakfast.” * — vol. ii. p. 408. 

Sir Astley was made on this occasion a Member of the Insti- 
tute. His honours, indeed, had accumulated rapidly. William 
IV. bestowed a Grand-Cross of the Guelphic Order— Lotii§ 
Philippe sent, through Talleyrand, the decoration of the Legi)en 
— various Scotch and foreign Universities showered diplomas on 
him — and at the Duke of Wellington’s Oxford Installation in 
1834 he was admitted D.C.L. 

He continued ardent in practice until bis increasing infirmities 
disabled him for it, and expired at his country-seat, after a short 
confinement, on the 12th of February, 1840, in the seventy-third 

year 
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yenv of his age. His will is in all respects honourable to him — - 
not least so, considering what his mode of study had been, the 
clause by which he commanded the dissection of his own body. 

He left a very large fortune — and a reputation, as a practical 
surgeon, second to none. But it cannot be said that Sir Astley 
Cooper was a man of genius, or even, in any high sehse of the 
word, a man of science. He will neyer be cla^fNl with the 
great luminaries of his own branch of fhe profession — and out 
of that he was no more than a shrewd, intelligent man of robust, 
vigoroufi^/a^tiildes, sharp set on the world and its interests, scarcely 
tinctured;.wip^etters, as remote as any clever man could well be 
from high or elegant predilections of any sort. It was 

said of Lawrence ttiat he could — 

* Fix noble thought on Abel Drugger’s face|^. 

And turn Malvolio’s attifude to grace 
but his pencil has preserved, without flattering, Sir Astley’s portly 
presence — his handsome, acute, self-satisfied, and unrefined phy- 
siognomy. It was also most proper that his Life should be 
written ; but if we are to have two bulky volumes of this gossiping 
class, and then a strictly professional supplement, about every 
man of such calibre, the prospect is rather formidable. 

Of Mr. Bransby Cooper’s taste and talents we have enabled 
our readers to form their own opinion. 


Art. XII. — 1 . Obsermlions upon the Treaty of IVashinyton, 
signed S)lh August, 1842, By George William Feathers ton- 
haugh, Esq„ F.R.S., F.G.S., late one of Her Majesty’s Com- 
missioners for the North American Boundary. London. 1842. 

2, Speech of Mr- Benton, Senator for Missouri in the Secret 
Session of Congress, in Opposition to the British Treaty, iWi 
August, 1842. Washington. 1842. 

3. Speech of W. C. Rives, of Virginia, on the Treaty with 
Great Britain, delivered in the Senate \7th and 19i/i August, 
1842. Washington, 1842. 

readers, having heretofore received from us such detailed 
information on the origin and progress of our boundary dis- 
pute with the United States, will naturally expect us to complete 
our task by laying before them the final result of that complicated 
discussion — a result which, though it fall^, in our opinion, far 
short of the abstract justice of our case, is yet, we think, as 
satisfactory as — considering all the difficulties in which the incre- 
dible ignorance, negligence, and incapacity of our former nego- 
tiators 
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tiators had entangled the question— could reasonably have been 
looked for. 

Of the clear> unequivocal justice of the v^hole of our claim we 
never have had the ^lightest doubt, nor do we believe that any 
one, even amongst the Americans, has ventured directly to deny 
that the British line apjpiroadied most nearly to the intentions 
of the origpj^l negotiators ; but we have already had occasion to 
show that the wording of the treaty was so curiously infelicitous 
as to be no|liing short of nonsense, or at least to afibrd a sufficient 
colour for the King of Holland’s award that its tei^ vffte ^ in- 
explicable and impracticable' {Quart. Rev., voL pa 507.) 

In consequence of the difficulty, or, as the lilyal uiqpire thought, 
the impossihiliiy of reconciling the letter of the treaty with the 
claims of either of the par ties, h^ took upon himself to recommend 
a new line, /ar to the northiArd of the St. Johns, of which the 
result would have been to give the United States two-thirds, and 
England about one-third of the disputed territory. 

We confess that we have never been able to discover the 
rationale of that award. On what imaginary evidence the royal 
umpire carried the United States beyond the River St. Johns — or, 
having once crossed the River St. John s, upon what reasoning 
he stopped short of conceding their entire claim — or why, finally, 
wlien he had discarded both the terms and intentions of the 
treaty, he did not carry his conventional line along so obvious 
a boundary as that of the St. John's — we cannot comprehend. 
Mr. Benton, in his velicinent attack on the treaty of Washington 
as more unfavouraljle to the United States than even the Dutch 
award, thought proper to remind Congress that the King of the 
Netherlands was ‘ on the list of British generals, and in the pay 
of the British Crown’ (p. 6) — a statement which happens, like 
too many others in Mr. Benton's speech, to be totally untrue : 
but might it not with more plausibility be surmised, considering 
the state of the relations between England and Holland in 
January 1831, when this award was made, that any bias which 
might be imputed to the umpire was not likely to lean towards 
a power which was at that moment threatening Holland with 
hostilities in favour of the Belgian insurgents? But the per- 
sonal feelings of the Ex-King of Holland — if (which we are 
reluctant to believe) any such existed — can change nothing in the 
facts of the case, as we have now to deal with them. The award 
was made, and, according to the terms of the reference, ought to 
have been final and conclusive ! The British ministry, with 
what we may almost call an excess of good faith, accepted it ; 
and it would no doubt have also been accepted by the United 
States, but it happened that at this moment the American 
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ter in Holland happened to be Mr. Preble, himself a citizen of 
the state of Maine, which had a great territorial and pecuniary 
interest in establishing their pretended boundary, and had shown 
a great deal of angry feeling in the preceding discussion. We 
have seen of late such remarkable instances of ministers of the 
United Stales at foreign courts taking, Without reference to their 
government, public steps with the apparent and avowed 

object of making themselves individually popular at home, tliat 
wc n,ow lool^,}^k with less surprise than we then felt at this 
citizen of Maine having, two days after the award, addressed, in 
his pul^Uc xiiamcter, to the Dutch government a protelt against 
theawar(i». 0 |i ibe^giiiknd that the arbiter had exceeded his powers 
by recommending a new boundary, instead of adjudicating the 
boundary specified by the treaty of i783 ; — and though it is known 
that President Jackson was not only willing but anxious to accept 
and ratify the award, the Senate — ^to whicli the oj^position of the 
State of Maine obliged General Jackson to refer the question — 
adopted Mr. Preble’s view of the matter, and rejected it by a 
decisive majority of 34 to 8 ; the present President, Tyler, and 
the present Secretary of State, Webster — who, as Mr. Benton 
insists, have made a less favourable arrangement — voting in the 
m^ority. 

It seems at first sight difficult to understand why the United 
States should liave rejected a decision which was so extravagantly 
in their favour; but it must be remembered that, under their 
Constitution, the general Government is held to have no right 
to dispose of any portion of the territory of any individual State, 
and as Maine; insisted that the whole disputed region was her 
incontrovertible right, the President could not cede an inch 
without her consent. Nor are we much surprised at the re- 
sistance of Maine ; for when the King ol Holland had once taken 
the extraoi^inary step of carrying the line to the northward of the 
St. John’s, we ourselves must confess that he seems to liave esta- 
blished the whole principle of the American claim (though he 
negatived it in several minor points), and that it therefore was not 
unreasonable in the people of Maine to insist that, the principle 
being thus decided in their favour, they were entitled to, and would 
by perseverance undoubtedly obtain, all its consequences ; — an 
expectation which, however, we think it no disgrace nor even incon- 
sistency in Messrs. Tyler and Webster to have resigned when ex|>e- 
rience had proved its futility. We must also recollect that England 
was at that moment under the misrule pf the Reform mob, 
aiu) in a condition that may have encouraged, if it did not suggest, 
the idee-*^not, it seems, altogether unfounded- — that she might be 
safely pressed upon with impunity. These were^ perhaps, the 

motives 
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motives that influenced the Senate at that day ; but we cannot so 
easily explain the readiness of Lord Palmerston * to acquiesce 
in this award.- No doubt the precaridhs state of the country 
— the general and growing difficulties of Ihe Whig cabinet, 
and the oljvious jealousy of all the Conservative cabinets of 
Europe, may have osfiad# him oVer-anxious to extinct sjyifds de 
pluribus but [iupieradded to these motives there was also, 

we have no doubt, some feeling of respect to the d^ision of the 
arbiter, whose award, however erroneous it might ^Smly be^ vpuld 
nevertheless have a considerable influence on thtJ^Ublio ojiinion 
of mankind ; and the rather, as the antagonist pafty appeared to 
complain of it as unjuipt towards them. Btft whatever were his 
motives. Lord Pafmerston, carrying candour and patience to the 
utmost vcrgfeiof endurance, cou^nued wijling to accept the Dutch 
‘ decision, till at length, finding that the States' would not give way, 
he, on the 30th of October, 1835, Mvithdrew his consent to the 
territorial compromise recommended by the King of the Nether- 
lands.’ So far, although we think the offer of acquiescence in 
the Dutch award was impolitic in itself and persisted in too long, 
we impute no blame to Lord Palmerston ; — but while he was de- 
bating this point in a very desultory correspondence, another pro- 
posal was interjected by the American government, on which we 
think his Lordship’s conduct is more liable to question, if not to 
reproach. 

The then President, General Jackson, had, wc have no doubt, 
an anxious desire — a laudable ambition wc may venture to call it — 
to settle this boundary question; and when the constitutional diffi- 
culties raised by Maine, and sanctioned by the Senate, restricted 
him not merely from ratifying the King of Holland’s arbitration, 
but from concluding any conventional line whatsoever, by binding 
him to the strict terms of the treaty, he evinced something, as we 
think, of his characteristic spirit, by making a proposition which — 
evading the constitutional difficulty by which he had been just de- 
feated — would have accomplished his object of concluding the 
affair on terms not more onerous to England, and even less advan- 
tageous to Maine, than the award that Maine had compelled him 
to reject. Our readers will recollect that one of the first difficulties 
in following out the treaty-boundary was this : — the treaty provided 
that the boundary-line should run due north from the head of the 
River St. Croix, till it came to certain Highlands — which were 
supposed by the British, and, we believe, by the United States, to 

Though throughout the articlo ivo shall generally use his Lordship’s name as the 
ostensible Minister, yet we ate v^ry well awaiti that he must iu strictnes# he consideretl 
as one only of a cabinet, all equally respimsii^lc. Against Loril Palmerston indi- 
vidually we can have no personal hiaB—gittjVc V/re reverak! 

exist 
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exist ,wi/th of the St, John^s ; but when the due north line came 
to be drawn, it appeared that there were no such Highlands to be 
found in that line. This was the foundation of all the subsequent 
difficulty — and this General Jackson professed to obviate by pro- 
posing, through Mr. Livingston, his secretary of state, tp Sir Charles 
Vaughan, the British minister at Washington, that a' joint coin- 
mission should be appointed, with a mutual umpire/4? to make a 
scientific survey of the country, and if, as was supposed, the due 
north line did not fall in with the required Highlands, then that 
such Highland^ should be looked for elsewhere, and that, wherever 
found, drawn from them straight to the head of the St, 

Croix should be taken to be the north-eastern boundary of the 
Llnited States. This proposition was accompanied ly^thc follow- 
ing diagram. 



showing that if the Highlands should be f)und at C or D, the 
lines A C or A D, as the case might be, should lie the north- 
eastern boundary of the United States; and this Mr. Livingston 
further explained verbally, by exhibiting a map which showed 
that the probable point of the Highlands was about 50 miles west- 
ward of the river St. Francis. 

This was thd proposition for which the shrewdest and most 
experienced of the advocates of the United States’ claim, Mr. 
Gallatin, censured the American Secretary of State, — 

‘ who, on this very question, did, subsequent to the award, propose to 
substitute, fot the due north line, another which Avould have given to 
dreat Britain the greater part, if not the whole, of the disputed territory. 
Why the proposal was made, and why it was not at once accepted^ 
cannot be otherwise accounted for, so far at least as regards the oiFer, 
than by a complete ignorance of the whole subject .^ — Correspondence laid 
before Parliament 1838, p. ix. 

We are entirely of Mr. Gallatin’s opinion, and so, we think, 
will be our readers, when they shall have examined and com- 
pared Mr. Livingston’s proposition and explanation with the sub- 
joined sketch of the country, where we have marked the American 

and 
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and British daims respectively, and the King of Holland’s award ; 
and have also applied to the actual locality the lines of Mr. Living- 
ston’s diagram : — those lines, be it always remembered, which 
were to be in the specified cases the nortlx-east boundary of the 
United States. 



The very inspection of this little map will satisfy our readers of 
the many great advantages which this proposition opened to us ; 
but let us observe specifically, — first, that whatever might be the 
result of the new survey, it must be of great value to us in 
ulterior negotiation, that the Llnited States, while stickling for 
the strict terms and very letter of the treaty, should have volun- 
tarily departed from the only terms of the treaty that were un- 
disputed and undisputable-— the due north line ; — secondly, any 
alteration which could have been made on Mr. Livingston’s prin- 
ciple 
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eiple in the original American line musi have been to our cer^- 
tain advantage; every degree of defiecticm to the westiVard 
was so much ceded of the American claim^ and so much clear 
gain to ns: the gain might be more orjiess, as the Highlands 
might happen to be found more or less to the southward of the 
American claim, or more or less to the westward of the due north 
line ; but it must always be a gain, and in no possible circuiii'- 
stances could be a loss. The result might have been that wc 
should, as Mr. Gallatin thought, have obtained the whole of our 
claim, or if ^Mr. Livingston’s anticipation — of carrying the line 
fifty miles westward of the St. Francis — should be fulfilled, 
something ^ good as our claim ; but in no ^'ent could the 
Llnited States have gained an additional inch ujion theirs. 

This, as it seems to us, most conciliatory proposition — accom- 
panied by the strongest professions, and, we may say, proofs of 
General Jackson s sincere hope and wishes for the success of 
the expedient — Lord Palmerston treated with unaccountable cool- 
ness. For six months he took no notice whatsoever of it ; and 
then only after the American Secretary of State had jogged Sir 
Charles Vaughan, and Sir Charles Vaughan had jogged his 
lordship f and when at hist ho did answer, it was — to use a com- 
mon but expressive phrase — by throMoing cold water upon it. 
He began, by objecting that if tlie President could not ratify the 
King of Holland’s deviation from the terms of the treaty, how 
could he ratify the greater deviation suggested by Mr. Living- 
ston I This seems to us to have been exceedingly strange. 
It would have been an excellent objection in Mr. Livingston’s 
mouth if the proposition had been made by Lord Palmerston ; 
but was certainly not so appropriate as a reply of Lord Palmer- 
ston’s to Mr. Livingston. 

General Jackson, however, still persisting in thinking that he 
best knew his own power and position. Lord Palmerston was driven 
to find other difficulties, and amongst them he suggests the delay 
and expense of a new survey — as if any probable delay and ex- 
pense could be worth consideration in so momentous an affair, 
which bad already lasted so long and cost so much: — but, admit- 
ting that>tbe delay and expense of a new survey were likely to be 
more considerable than we suppose — ^what then ? The rejection of 
Mr. Livingston’s proposition c/id in fact occasion, some years after, 
the eicpmse of a new survey, which was ordered by Lord Palmer- 
ston himself in 1839 — it Aa# caused a delay in settling the ques- 
tion of nearly nine years— >and, finally, \%hm settled the question by 
forfeiting more than half the territory which that proposition — as 
far as we can judge — would have secured to us. 

But Lord Palmerston’s main point,, and on which the 

proposition 
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proposition ultimately failed^ was, that his lordship required as a 
preliminary to his accepting Mr. Livingston’s proposition, that the 
President should admit, as adjudicated and settled, so much of 
the Dutch award as intimated an opinion that the St Johns and 
Ristiijouche were not AUamtic rivers in the meaning of the treaty. 
We have not the slightest doubt of the fact itself, nor of the King 
of Holland’s opinion having be^ with us on that point— but it is 
not expressly stated ; and Lord Palmerston never could have ex- 
pected the President to make such an admission, or to accept an 
unfavourable fragment of an award of which he had rejected the 
whole! — even if its meaning were unquestionable. ThO impression 
on our minds from this part of the correspondence, coupled 
with Mr. Livingston’s explanations, is, that the President expected 
that the survey would give those rivers, or at least the greater 
part <d* them, to England, and was very reluctant to be forced 
to say beforehand anything that might trammel his future deci- 
sion, and probably defeat his ultimate object. It may be very 
reasonably doubted whether the President would have had 
influence enough to have carried a boundary line westward of 
the due north, and of course giving up more or less- of the 
American claim. But General Jaetkson was a man of resolution 
and sagacity, and not likely to liave taken this course if he 
had not seen his way through it; — he had, we are satisfied, a 
strong and laudable ambition to settle the question — he thought 
he had found a mode of neutralising the — we must call them- — 
factious difliculties raised by the state of Maine; — and having in 
former days gallantly defeated us in the field, he was stronger in 
jjublic opinion than any other statesman would have been for no\v 
doing us justice in the cabinet. It was therefore, we must always 
think, highly impolitic in Lord Palmerston to push him to the 
wall by this preliminary sme qua non, which he could not possibly 
concede. But, however all that may be, even if General Jackson’s 
proposal had been either insincere (which we cannot suspect) or 
unsuccessful— if he had failed to make, or been unable to ratify, a 
satisfactory treaty, or if any other impediment had intervened,— 
still the very fact of a negotiation on'^ such a basis,— jiarticularlv 
if the arrangement should be accepted by the Executive, even 
though it were to be afterwards negatived by the Senate, — would 
have been of the greatest eventual advantage to us, and must 
have, sooner Or later, led to our ultimate success: — just as Lord 
Palmerston’s protracted acceptance of the King of Holland’s 
award has obtained for the United States the acquisition of the 
greater part of the territory so awarded— awl would have insured 
the WHOLE of it, and probably more than the awwd contem- 
plated, but for Ike concurrence of favourable circumstances by 

which 
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which Lord Ashburton was enabled to rescue a pai't of it — in 
extent comparatively smalL but in importance and value much 
tlie greatest — as we shall see by-and-by. 

We have dwelt upon this episode — which may now appear 
somewhat obsolete — for threOy we thinks sufficient reasons — first, 
historicalty, to mark tiie hopeless position in whidx Lord Pal- 
merston placed the negotiation, and in which it remained — under 
four Presidents — from 1833 to Lord Palmerston’s retirement 
in 1841 : secondly, politically y in hopes of leading the American 
public to a more just appreciation of their own case than Mr. 
Benton and iSntc other violent opponents of Mr. Webster would 
now mve them; by showing that ten yeais ago General Jackson 
and Mr. Livingston were ready to have risked^ and had indeed 
taken steps towards concessions,^ infinitely greater, in Mr. Galla- 
tin s opinioUj than Mr. Webster has eventually made : and 
thirdly, from, we must confess, a sense of retributive justice, with 
a view of showing that he who, in this country, is supposed to 
have, directly and indirectly, censured the treaty of Washington 
as a shameful capitulatioriy is the very person w4iose general 
conduct of the whole affair, and whose special error in this por- 
tion of. it, had rendered so good a treaty, hopeless — and a better, 
impossible. 

But while these negotiations were dragging their slow and tor- 
tuous length along, certain citizens of Maine — instigated by per- 
sonal cupidity — by tlie national spirit of adventure — and by, we 
fear, the opportunity of insulting England — ^resolved to take the 
decision of the question into their own himds ; and, sanctioned [>y 
their local legislature, and subsequently backed by a military 
demonstration, they seized upon and occupied successive points 
of the disputed ground, which up to this time had been in the 
de facto possession and jurisdiction of the British colony of New 
Brunswick. 

Before these successive and outrageous encroachments, the 
British cabinet and its local authorities retired! We abhor war 
-^particularly a war for territory-above all a war for a worthless 
territory ,?!^ a questioned title ; but here was assuredly a case of 
land committed by an individual State, and by individual 

citizens of that State, not merely without the sanction of, but ih 
direct opposition to, the desires of the Federal Government, and 
altogether under circumstances so unjustifiable, that England 
would have been fully entitled to have repelled these robbers by 
force, and to have maintained — pending the negotiations with the 
general Government — the status qm of the territory against the 
marauders ’ — we thank Mr. Benton ' for teacluog us that word.’ 

But we do not blame onr Cabinet ios theiv^-forbcarancc. It 


was 
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was justified in point of honour by the amicable intervention of tlio 
Federal Government at Washington to arrest the local mischief; 
and it was recommended by considerations both of humanity and 
public policy — for who could foretell how far a flame kindled in 
the woods of Aroostook might have spread ? — what distant echoes 
might have been awakened by a single shot on the obscure and 
barren banks of the Madawaska ? But our forbearance — justifi- 
able, and wo will n<yw say fortunate, as it was^ — had naturally a 
very unfavourable effect on our position in the question. It not 
only accredited throughout the United States, and even in Europe, 
the opinion already unanimous in the north-eastern States, that 
the right of Maine was indisputable and that England would not 
venture on a hostile resistance — but it took from US the practical 
advantage of the de facto possession and it deprived us of the 
diplomatic resources of the uti possidetis. Our readers will see 
liow all this must have fortified the arrogant pretensions of the 
( itizens of Maine, and complicated the general question of sove- 
reignty with additional difliculties of slate finance and private 
property. 

In the mean while there had arisen and were in progress other 
more serious, tliougli perhaps not so imminent, dangers to the 
peace of the two countries, and elements of discord seemed to 
accumulate on every side. General Jackson — who, like other 
eminent soldiers, seems to have been — from his experience of the 
calamities and risks of war — sincerely disposed to the preservation 
of peace — had retired from office, and was succeeded by a man 
loo feeble in public opinion to make any adequate resistance to 
])opular impulses, and who could not venture, even if so disposed 
(wliich he certainly was not), to bate one jot of anything that his 
predecessor liad stickled for — a result that Lord Palmerston 
ought to have foreseen, and which should have made him the 
move reluctant to break oft’ the negotiation with General Jackson, 
who certainly could have afforded to have given us better terms 
than any possible successor. Mr. Van Buren, therefore, had 
nothing to offer, and there was nothing he could accept ; and he, 
therefore, of necessity, as well as, w'e? ^believe, from private feel- 
ing, took his stand on the extreme and rigorous verge of the ori- 
ginal claim. There was, therefore, nothing conciliatory to be 
expected from Wasliington, * 

During the whole of the period we have been treating of, a 
republican and revolutionary spirit bad been gradually developing 

* Theio Asoro also bamulary difficulties in the/ar M but as they had not then, 
and indeed have not yet (though fonning a promiiicut object iii Mr. Benton *sphi|ip]^)iej, 
created any sensation it» tile public wc pasli them over in our pjesenf discuswori, 

HS not constituting any noticeable ottttiicle to Lord Ashburton's success. 

itself 




570 


Treaty of Washington. 

itself in our Canadian provinces, and we need not waste time in 
showing in hoW many and how important points these unhappy 
disturbances must have increased and complicated our difficulties 
with the people of the United States. We say the people : because, 
however well disposed the Federal Government might have been 
to adhere to the principles of international amity* il liad no more 
power to control the adverse sympathies of individual States with 
the Canadian rebellion, than the mdividual States had, or at least 
exercised, to restrain the active hostility of individual sympathisers. 
Our province of Lower Canada was invaded from the state of 
Vermont^and Upper Canada, from New York across the Erie 
waters* Then came the case of the Caroline, on account of which 
so loiid a cry Was raised against us, because we had destroyed, in 
waters comnjon to both parties, but close, .w’e admit, to their 
shore and within their jurisdiction, a vessel which was there em- 
ployed by our rebels and their sympathising allies in actual hosti- 
lities against us, and witH which their aulhorities either would not 
or could not interfere. In self-defenc^ we destroyed her ; but 
our readers can have little idea of the fury with which we were 
assailed for this exercise of the first right of nature lliroughout 
the Utliun, but particularly in the very States which were, at the 
same moment — not in self-defence, but voluntarily and wantonly — 
lending their territory and sending their citizens to aid the Cana- 
dian rebellion. Again, the intervention of the General Govern- 
ment — tardy and imperfect from the defects of their federative 
constitution — supervened and saved the countries from immediate 
hostilities. w 

While this unlucky concurrence of irritating circumstances — 
in which we can boldly assert that England was in no case to 
blamc> and in which our government showed, perhaps, an ex- 
cess of patience — had spread a hot and hostile spirit against u$ 
along the whole line of northern States, an accident occurred 
W'hich extended the same bad feeling to the south. A vessel 
called the Creole was employed to convey a cargo of slaves bred 
in Carolina— where slavery is lawful — round, as it was alleged, 
into the Americar^^ ports in the Gulf of Mexico. This 

waif, hfWe code of those States, a lawful transfer. Some of 
the slaveli; however, fearing, or affecting to fear, that they were 
not really destined to an American port, but were to be sold to 
the Spaniards, rose on the master and crew, murdered one man, 
and ran the vessel into the port of Nassau, in one of our Bahama 
Islands. There the American consul demanded that the ship 
and slaves should be delivered to him, to be all sent back to 
America, The British authoritiei^ were ready to deliver the 
vessel^ and to keep the slaves actually concerned in the murder 
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in custody for trial ; but the great body of the slaves who were not 
cliJM'ged with any crime, they thought they had no authority to 
interfere with, as, being free, ip^o facto, on arriving in a Britisli 
colony. This declaration excited great indignation, and, it would 
seem, alarm* . in all the slave States. Mr, Benton, is so ridicu- 
lously unjust as to chai^bterisc this accidental and unforeseeable 
circumstance as. a deliberate attempt, on the part of England, ^ to 
exoite a S<m Domhigo instnreclion in the south* (p. 16). This 
case involves many curious and difficull^ tpiestions of the laws of 
the States, the common and statute laws of England, ai^ the laws 
of nations, into which we need not enter : sufhee it here to say 
that this incident (though it did not make much noise in Europe) 
had a vast, and, to England, unfavourable thdugh unjust, effect 
in all the southern and western States. 

Misfortunes, says the proverb, never come alone;, and it is 
peculiarly true of what we may venture 10 class as misfortunes, — 
national misunderstandings/ The spirit that generates one ge- 
nerates many. There arose, or rather were revived, alK>ut this 
time, discussions on a most serious, and, in the United States, 
inflammatory topic. The execution of our slave-trade a>j:tventions 
on the coast of Africa had unavoidably led to the visit of slops 
bearing the United States f|^g, in order to ascertain whether 
they were really Americans, or only guilty vessels usurping and 
abusing that flag to escape detection. Our readers will recollect 
our explanations on this subject (Quart, liev*, vol. Ixix. p. 273), 
and our exposure of the — as we thought and think — most unwar- 
rantable means by whicli*Mr; Stevenson, the late minister of the 
United States in London, had endeavoured to confound the mutual 
right of visit — common and necessary to all nations — with a bel- 
Uyerent right of search : — leaving, at the moment of his recall, an 
inflammatory remonstrance against this phantom injury — for such 
it really was — a remonstrance which he himself is stated to have, 
somewbU indecently, we think, characterised as ^ very hot shot, 
and a bomb-shelly thrown into the British cabinet at his departure.’ 
These proceedings of a public minister,^vith some coni^t*cut cir- 
cunistances in France, wluch we shj)^ mcntjkm pjjffse»il|^, raised 
a considerable ferment in the United States, which easily mixed 
itself up with all the other elements of hostility before cuiunerated.; 
and, in fact, we believe that never was there a nation moie un- 
justly, but more conipletely, angry tvith another than the United 
Stales were with Great Britain towards the close of the year 1841. 

On the accession of Sir Robert PceVs administraiion it was 
felt that this state of things could not be endured; by either 
country ; that the cup of 8tri%bad, by a long series of ill-lu^k 
and misinanagemefnt on both si^s, beCotUc brim full, and that the 
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slightest acewlemt Was now certain to cause the awful calamity of 
a hostile overflow. Some remedy must be found ; but what I 
and where ? All the usual topics, resources, and expedients of 
office bad been ihutually exbaostwl; tlie routine of diplomacy 
had been trodden and at every new step ^hc business, 

intdead of advancing, had retrograded^ aitd? was now ap- 
parently irt a more desperate state than at any former stage of the 
negotiations^ Tt wasa lucky sagacity that thought of a special 
mi^^onf an especially fbrtuflatp judgment that selected iorri 
The special mission was itself a concilialmy ov’et- 
ture; th^^l^sen minister was himself a pledge of the frank, 
eordM> and generous views of the British cabinet We nor<l 
not state to our readers, of a man ^ so known, so honoured ’ 
as Lord Ashburton, nil the Circumstances, public and private, 
which regdered him the best informed and most comjietont judge 
of all our febminercial, aiM particularly of ouv .Transatlantic inte- 
rests, and at the same time the most -acceptable and p^ipular 
mediator that we could have employed in a case, where the pre- 
jndices and jealous susceptibility of our antagonists were to lx* 
calmQ^ before we could hope for any fair discussion of real 
and tfpliabinttal interests. On all matters of business Lord Ash- 
burtou was ati authority whose weight must be felt by both parties : 
ahd in poims of honour and national pride, which constituterb we 
really believe, on the part of the United States, full two*thirds 
of the difficulties, Loivl Ashburton was certainly the Englishnmn 
to whom the Americans would look with the least jealousy. 

But what hope w^as there that bis Lordship would undertake 
the office ? Retired into the bosom of his family after a long 
and prosperous life, what could induce him, at his age and ja 
bis personal position, to cross the Atlantic on so difiioult and 
apparently inauspicious a mission—a mission having none of the 
ordinary diplomatic temptations, and which, exactly for the same 
reasons that peculiarly fitted him for the task, must necessarily 
be one of peculiar anxiety and painful responsibility? This 
sacTific e»^A OWever, of private feeling to public duty Lord Asb- 
burton ^mlilStely consentsli^to make, j He shared, we dare say, 
something of the same laudable ambition that We have attributed 
to General Jackson, of closing this unhappy contest ; and he felt 
probably the inspiriting conviction, that if H were possible to be 
done, be wOs, from a fortunate concurrence of citetunstancos, the 
m^u to do it. The result has, in every pbini, justified these 
sOllfcipations ; though, even before he embarked, things had oc- 
cutted which rendered his success much more problematical than 
U might have seemed a month before. 

We hare already stated the ferment created in the American 

mind 



573 


Treaty of fVashingion, 

mind by the question of visiting vessels suspected of carrying false 
colours, and the uncandid and (judging from his own statement) 
ill-intentioned misrepresentations of Mr. Stevenson; but about 
the time when Lord Ashburton’s mission ^as first resolved on, a 
circumstanee had occurred which promised to smooth the diffi- 
culties of this 1^68110114*^6 mean the treaty between Austria, 
France, England, Piussia, andJRussia^ ooncedinx a conventional 
and mutual right of search for the suppression of the Slave trade. 
Wo ourselves confidently believeil^(Q«rtr^. Kev, vol. Istfat. p. 279) 
that the Republic would accede to this system— ^tbat sfie would 
not consent to remain, alone of all nations,^ excluded from this 
humane and honourable alliance — and we still Mieve tliat she 
would have so acceded — but unfortunately the Cabinet of the 
Tuileries hatl, we know not why, delayed to ratify this treaty, 
and the opposition in the Chamber pf Deputies st^^ed it as a 
party weapon of personal animosity against M. Guisot, and i)t 
national hostility to England ; — and a vote — more unconstitutional 
than anything, we believe, that had been done by any of riheir 
assemblies since the days of the Convention — was carried which 
forbade the ratification of the treaty. Towards exciting th^ ©om- 
motion, General Cass, the United States Minister at Paris» mrgely 
contributetl. Actuated, we ^believe, by the motive of jpakmg 
himself personally popular at^ome (where we hear that he is, on 
the strength of this public service, a candidate for the Pi:esideucy) , 
he took upon himself to remonstrate with the French Govern- 
ment and Chambers against the ratification of this quintuple treaty ; 
and the result was, that instead of the anticipated facilities of 
arranging the question with the United States, Lord Ashburton 
found them ami France united and arra}ed in a most violent gnd 
warlike opposition to any arrangement of the question. We shall 
go more at large into this matter by and by; here we only 
mention it to explain how much this sudden and unexpected 
junction of — we will not say inter€Sts^(ior the supposed right 
of seal ch IS a mere bugbear) but of paftaicn — ^between two such 
powers as France and the United Slates, must bl^^senhanwd 
the difficulty, and, at the same tisqi^ithe ,ir^eoessity )S|%ttranging 
our American differences. 

Lord Ashburton sailed from England in February, but, having 
had a passage of extraordinary length, did not arrive in Washing- 
ton till the beginning of April ; end above a month was emplo}^ 
in assembling at Washington three Commissioners from the state 
of Massachusetts, and four from that pf Maine, whose consents 

■ f . .. 

'' Bwili Penniukf Hollaiul, Na^, Portu^, BstdItiS,, IumI 
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were ronstitutionally neeess{it*y to the ndoptir^n of any conven- 
tional line. The negotiations .^hei'^^fore did not formally com- 
mence till the middle of June; but they were opened on both 
sides With so much fraplcne^^ and conducted with such aciiviiy, 
that, although o^mpHcated by the intertrention of the Slate Com- 
missioners, they were terminated by a ir^my signed on the 9lh of 
August, of which we may confidently a^rt that bears on its 
face the broad charactcrktics of being a good, a just, and honour- 
able tneaty t — it moderates and a|r{)roxi mates the extreme preten- 
sions of both iHUrlics — it grants to each what thought most 
essential lb it4 own interests-^ii has satisfied the two governments 
— it ha« been sanctioned by the vast majority of ptiblic opinion in 
both countries; and in both countries it has been by a small ami 
partisan section oi‘ public men censured on the most contratlicloiy 
and irreconcilable pretences. Mr. Beaton calls it a humiliaiiiig 
surrender of AmcricAn rights — by Lord Palmerston, or at least b) 
those who are supposed to be his Lordship's organs, it is stig- 
matised as a shameful capitulation on the part of England. With 
whatever ability, or upon whatever authority, such opposite charges 
may be uigecL it is ob\ ious that they cannot both be true, and a 
little will satisfy us that neither is. Mr. Benton 

tbinks^Sfa&tthe^^whole claim of his country was incontrovertibly just 
— think same of the whole of our claim— and iherelbrc 

rkt jusliee ^ou\d, under these opinions, rec^uire the adjudica- 
tion of the whole claim to one or to the other. But a treaty is 
not a triui at law^ in which a court decides on the issue joined ; 

• — a treaty is a compromise of national differences which there 
is no tribunal to decide, — a balance of interests having no dcfineil 
standard or measure, in which, to avoid the frightful alternative 
ef— the vltima ratio--^ appeal to the sword, concessions a id 
compensations are mutually made. In all such cases, if eitlicr 
of the parties will only reckon up its own sacrifices, without 
looking to the Other side of the account, the fairest treaty that ever 
was made WouUl appear a * humiliating capitulation but when 
you come ei^mine the opposite scale, and find that the conces- 
sions are foiriycKmnierbalanccd by compensations on 

the fim have all that National honour can require, or human 
justice secure. 

We will add one otlier practical considei^imii wliich, obvious 
as it may seem, is too much overlooked in thnso unilateral ertii- 
Gisms of treaties— that no treaty, which is imt founded im mutual 
and, as far ae may be, equal advantages^ can ,be eUher honour- 
able or safe, or be, in fact, expected to last beyond the first oppor- 
tunity of infraction or We look, therefore, upon tlie oppo- 

site yet sfmultimeous attacks of Mr. Benton and Lord Palmerston 

on 



Treaty of Washington. 575 

on the treaty of Wi^^bington as primd facie, evidence of its excel- 
lence, and a happy promise of success and stability. 

Let us examine, however, the value of their objections in detail ; 
and in doing so we shall be> on the principle ,we have just stated, 
as anxiousnu do juslie^ Mr. Webs^ agi^insjt Mr, Benton, as 
to Lord Ashhmrtpn against ou^ own cti^ics, Both negotiators 
acted, ns it cteOms to »us, remarkable ability, intelligence, 
and zeal, and, we have no doubts tbe.puuP$t patriotism: we firmly 
believe that each carried persglei'ancc in his propositions to the 
very verge of prudence— that the fund of concession on.both sides 
was exhausted^ — and that, had either held out for fi^ther advan- 
tages, the rope would have snapped, and theu^ 7 -;^ 

But— 

‘ Dii itteliora piis, emremque hostibu§ ilium/ 

I’lie good sense of the negotiators preserved them from this fatal 
error, iqto which the r^sh counsels, how advocate^ by their ene- 
mies, would have plunged them and their countries. 

The main objection on both sides is, of course, to |he settlement 
made of the main question — the north-east boundary ; apd for c'l 
dearer understanding of this point, we beg our r(ej^ders..to turn 
bade to our sketch of the localities. They will 

1st. The AmericoAi bi^undary, running parallel to Law- 

rence, overlooking the vallej^,- and approaching within i Jew miles 
(in some points pnly elecen, or even less) tUP banks of the 
river. ^ 

2 nd. The Award boundary, which would have deprived the 
United States of the region east of the St. Francis and north of 
the St. John’s, but left them the most impottant part o| the fron- 
tier along the St, Lawrence. , 

3 rd. The boundary obtained by Lovd Ashburton, which, 
removed the frontier cxjnsiderably inimtd, dividing into nearly 
equal parts the disputed territory between the American claim 
and the lliver St. John’s, and giving hmgland the inuuntapipus 
range overlooking the valley of the St. Lawrence, ipid command- 
ing the (xunmunicatiOns between Quebec and j^t^-Scotian 
provinces. The territorial gain tu^Englapd by ;tbi^^^^ation of 
the Dutch boundary is calculated ut &93 square milesi 517,520 
square acres. 

We have alsoimarked on this sketch the line o| 
tary toad that ^unects Quebec with Nova Spotia Hew 
Brunswick^ which we have not seep in miy English frtapf but 
which is an important feature in thp case-rrfor the facility, apd 
security of ihatcp^mimication had been, alk along,, our great 
objcctr amHhatLoid Ashlmi tPn has obtained, , . 

TSiesb are i&e naked facts of the me;: and it must be admitted 

that 
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that i\fn Benton's objections (though, as we fthall afterwatds see, 
not more substantially just) are much more plausible than those 
of Lord PatnierstOQ and his organs. Mr* Benton first insists on 
the whole of the American claim; and reminds President Tyler 
and Secretary \T(ebster tkekt th^, ns senators, were membei's of. the 
majority that forced General jadksoif to abject ibfii^ tlntch award, 
and that Mr. Webster on that occasion shmved sterfk a personal 
conviction in the extremest^lfieW of the American claim, that he 
offered hims^f * to shoulder a la^ket, and march to the north- 
eastern corner of Maine in defefticc of tliat boundary/ How, 
then, asks l^onton^ can these sam^ men now propose to 
sacrifice the boundai'y they would have so recently foUjarht for, and 
to accept — not even the a\Aard they had rejected — but an egre- 
triously un(avourable fragment of that award, l)y * the surrender of 
the fmvnf^ip bound(e/y,^ and 893 square miles of territory along 
the northern frontier of ifaine t This point Mr. Benton deve- 
lops at great length and with mucli zeal— Jjuf the following pas- 
sages of his speech w ill be sufficient to explain to our readers tlie 
American view of this portion of the Ashburton cajnUilation ; — 

^ hundred miles of this strong national frontier have been 

surrendw^i 7 % this treaty — being double as much as was given up by 
Thercjedj^ijaatdK The King of the Netherlands, although on the list 
of British gangtf^, and in tlie pay of the British Crown [II!], was a 
man of too mden honour to deprive us of the coratpanding mountain 
frontier op^^ite to Quebec. . . . 

‘ Our n^miator gtites up the boundary for one hundred and fifty miles 
on tliis side the head of th(5 St. Francis, and without pretext; for the 
moontaiurTidge was there thTce thousand feet liigli. The new part 
given up, jfrom the head of the St. Francis to Metjaimctte portage, is 
invalutihle Vo Great It covers her new road to Quebect 

remaps us farther from cily^ places a mountain between us, and 
brings her into Maine, To comprehend the value of this new boundary 
to Great Britain, and its injury to us, it is only necessary to follow it 
on ft map—to see its form — know its height, the depth of its gorges, 
and its mgh and«ro€ky sides. . . . 

Th» barrier is yielded to Great Britain. Now take up a 

rnap^fol^^||» tliountain north* 7 -see how it bears in upon Quebec — 
approoi^l^na^^hm two^fnatch^s of that great city, and skirting the 
.^t. Lawre^Tor some hundred miles. All this is given up. One 
hundred ftn^ fifty mile* of this boundary is given up on thi« side the 
nwardeld lind ; and the country left to guei» and toofl^kr at the enotmiiy 
and fatuity of the sacrifice* Look at the new ihiliiary road from 
Halifax to (^ebec^th^t part of it which approaches Quebec, and lies 
between the mountain and the St. liuwrence. 

‘ * Baen by the awarded line, thift road waft forced to cross the 
mountam at or beyond the bend of the Bt* Francift, and then to follow 
the base df t^id mouutftin for near one hundred miles, With all the dis- 
advantages 
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advantages of crossing the spurs and gorges of the mountain, and the 
creeks and ravines, and commanded in its vvhole extent by the power on 
the mountain. See how this is changed by the new boundary ! The road 
permitted to take either side of the^Ountain — to cross where it pleases 
— -and covered and protect in its whole extent by the mountain heights 
now exclusively British. " j’Why thb mew etld this security for the 
road, unless ^4 Vantages over us than the 

awarded bound&y gav0?’^5enfon^# Sgeech^ p. 6. * 

Though Benton’s cor^anA' is ti^ust, Bis facts are true. 
The complaint is unjust, as M^^^ives, in his reply, inclusively 
proved, because it anmines tlia| this* was the lawful and i-ecog- 
nized boundary of Maine — while iwe utterly denii^ it, atid Mr, 
IVebster might have seen — since the former discussion — reason to 
sus 2 }ect that we were in the ^yight ; because it also assumes that 
this was a smxmiex^ without compensation, whereas it was in fact 
but one side of a hard-fought bargain ; and be^twe, when he 
proves that this boundary yvas so essential to Ert^aud for the 
communication betweien her North American provinces, he esta- 
hlibhes a main argument of the British case — one which we have 
always considered as of the greatest force, namely— that such a 
line of houndary never could have been in the contem|datioj4'of the 
original negotiators ! Bpt his facts4ire true — the ]Ximii^atli'’range 
is essential to England for her internal coidmum^lioig^and for, 
in case of aggression, her external defehce, while Jt Can only be 
valuable to the ‘United States as a menacing position against 
Lower Canada, and especially Quebec. Mr. Bentoiv reproaches 
the new line with being ^ a British line made for the security of 
Quebec,'' {Ib,) Be it so — what fitter or ^ore natural provision 
could wo expect to see in a treaty of peace and amUyf, What 
amity could exist — what peace could bc;:expected-^if the United 
States had persisted in retaining a position admitted to be in our 
hands a defensive one, but in theirs a means of menace and 
aggression ? 

But what shall we say to the objections made by Lord Pal- 
merston’s organs to this boundary? They call ’it a capitulation, 
because we really hardly know wher6"to because. 

Is it because it resigns about An^4he disputed — Lord 

Palmerston bad himself stated that he thought the rh^l 'Suitable 
adjustment wot^d have been ^ an equal division of the territory in 
dispute,’ {Dispf^^Gih October, 1835i) and had been all along 
willing, and e^ eager to give up — not merely otie-Aq^ but — 
tirodhirds. 

Is it because it resigns a strip of territory north of the St. 
John's ? — Lord Palmerston was pressinglyimffiotts to give up that 
same strip M territory, and os mttdh more iilto the bargain. 


Is 
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Is it Iwjeause it abandons hajf the Madaw^&ka settlement ?— 
Lord Palmerston bad offered ip surrender that same settlement 
without a stru^^le ; and he rg^ted Mr.^ l.iviiig^ion's proposition, 
which, wbat^ver^JJt^r effect it "might bave^had, would assuredly 
lia\e j|iven us the Ji^olc of the J^e^aw^^a'WtUcment,, 

Is it because ^Lord Ashburti^ It^^^giy;^ the States a 

limited naj^gatioU of, or, to spM(; ‘more ti^uly* for the 

‘ unmanu^t^red produife of the forest’ through, Uie Lower Su 
John’s? \{51HaH< uppd^ 6u^lvcs to say that that concession 
was a” necessary consequence of H^rd Palmerston^s acceptance of 
the King of Holland’s award, ai^ mitfit have eventually followed 
any arranget^nt which gate ilie United States the upjier waters. 
To have refused it would have been the occasion of constant 
bickerings and animosity. It would also have been highly inju> 
lions to our own ^province of New Brunswick and our town of 
St. John’s. They must, we presume, under$t^^pLd their ow n inte- 
rests, and there the treaty is unanimiiiudy popular ; and without 
this ImtUi we are convinc ed that the iState of Maine never would 
Iiave acquiesced in the loss of not only the territory cast of the 
St. Francis^ but of above 500,000 acres, which Lord Ashburton’s 
treaty ^ks'^obtained beyond the award. 

We hes^]^ Urish that Lord Ashburton could have obtained the 
line of — first, because it would have been a nearer 

approach to what wc shall always consider as our original right; 
hut, secondly, because it would have been a more distinct and 
better bomsdary — though we learn from both parties that the 
strip whicfi the United States retain on the north of that river i$ 
of very^^ittle value ; bjat liuw could Lord Ashburton have ven- 
tured ip'i^ke a stand on this point, which had been over and 
over again 'abandoned b|r^Lord Palmerston? How could a man 
of common sense, comipon honesty, or common humanity, run 
the awful risk of a war foMlie possession of some miles of morass 
which for so many yp^s tSjie English Secretary of State bad readily 
and unequivocally rtSnounced? 

We confess ttet wc /mrsclves never could anticipate by what 
means these rciteran?S offers on our part, and the firm refusals of 
the Unite^^iSCtiiles to accept the Dutch boundary, were to be got 
over. circumstances had all tenchki to damage our 

positioning, to speak more accurately, to encoufi^ and strengthen 
the United States in their pretensions :^he revolt — the 

rases of the Carolitte and Creole — the right orlASph^rfi question — 
and, above all, the Union of France anu America in the hostile 
feeling of which this Question was made the signal and excuse, 
rendm^ iti in our Utimon, exceedingly unltkely fhat Lord Ash- 
})urtori ^hle io establish even the King of Holland s 

award, 
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awards which America had rejected^ when our general political 
position was much stronger^ * VPe certainly had little hope that 
he would have been ahl^ to any^ the slightest amend- 

jnent of the boundaiy : hixi to oui* ^ual surprise satisfaction 
ho did so — and foV the exVeut of the adv^antage we refer bi^ck 
to the evidence of Mt* Bfetttbili ^nch as wd have secif of the 
injustice and bliit^Khess of party, certainlyi^' never were more 
astonished than at th^dissatisfaction expi^essei^' at this suetJess by 
tliosc who would have gladly Fati|^ nfUch less advantageous 
terms. ' 

Hut a postscript to Mf* Fcadjirstonhaugh’s paijpWet has 
announced the accidental discovery of a map, in which lir. Fmnk- 
lin liirnself had described the British line as the true ohe. This 
discovery naturally created, for theJ&noment, an opinion that, if Lord 
Ashbuiton luid been more pertinacious, we might perhaps have ob- 
tained a better b6undairy — one south of the St. .l^hn’s, if not our 
original and rightful claim. Franklin's map does certainly 

tonfirm that original claim by additional and, wc think, conclusive 
c\ idence ; and we cannot now doubt that it has been the secret 
cause of our obtaining not only the awarded boundary which h^ 
been so often refused, but the imjiortant addition of the mountain 
Irontier, for the concession of which wc have honestly g^lmittetl 
that we could not very well account : but we have very strong 
doubts, which we shall hereafter explain, whether this secret — if 
*oui negotiator had been fully aware of it — could have procmed us 
miy, or at least any considerable modification of the terms we 
have obtained. The facts arc these ; 

A little before Lord Ashburtons arrival hi America Mr. 
Webster received a communication from Mr, Jared Sparks, the 
eminent biographer and historian, then in Paris, to the following 


eflect ^ 

* While pursuing my researches among the voluminous papers re- 
Itinng to the American Revolution in the Archives des Affairts 
Eiraufjercs m Paris, I found m one of the bound volume;^ an original 
letter from Dr. Franklin to Count de Vergentics, of which the followitig 

it> an exact transcript: — ^ ^ 

‘ i^ssijy Deceniher IitS* 

< «< Sir,— I have the honour of refcumiag herewith the map ytm# Ex- 
cellency sent me yestci^^ay. I have iraarked with a sirong TedrHm^ 
according to your des^j^if (h® liniits of the United States, as settled 'iu 
the preliminaries betw^ee|3t the British and American plenipotentiaries. 

' ‘ “ With great respect, I am, &c., 

* “ B. F|i4NKun.*^ 

‘ This letter was written six days after the prelimiiwgies vrere siped; 
and if wc could procure the identical map mentimiea by FraiikBn* it 
would scorn to afford conchuve evidence m to the meaning affixed by 

the 
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bm 

th« tp thp liinguftge of the treaty on the subject of the 

bouudaries. ^ Yqo niay well suppose thatl lost uo time iu making iii’ 
quir^ for tlm map, wot doubting would confiim all my previous 

opinions respeqti^ t)ic vah^itv of our cli^m. Ip the geographicdl de- 
partment m thp AreniVes are sixty thousand maps and charts ; but so 
wdl an^nged w ith cataln^ueffe phd indeyea th^it any 'one of thqm may 
be easily found. Aft^r a Kttle ffeemrdh in the^'AiSWcHu division, with 
the aid of the he6^, I came ttpon a map '"SfHI'otth America, by 
D’AnviHc, dated 17^46, in aize about eighteen Infehes square, on which 
was drawn a sirmg red liihe throughout die ^hre boundary of the 
United States, answering ^precisely to Franklin’s description. Ihc line 
IS ]iold distinct in every p«l*t, made with red ink, and apparentlv 
drawn with a hair-pencil, or a pen with a blunt point, Thcie j& no 
other colouring on any pait of the map. 

‘ Imagine my surprUe nn discQf^ermg t\al this line runs wholly i^oulh 
of the SuJqkn^Sf and between the head of thajt liver and those of 

the Penobscot and Kennebec, In sboit, i/ *9 exactly the line vow con- 
tendid for by Great Bulhin^ except diat Concedes 7nore than is 
claimed. The north line, after djCfiartittg from the source of the St. 
Croix, instead of proceeding to Mars Hill, stops far short of that p<.int, 
and turns off to the west, so as to leave on the British hide all the 
smiles which dow into the St. John’s, between the source of the St. 
Croix and Mars Hill. It is evident that the line, from the St. Croix 
to the^Oauadiau highlands, is intended to exclude all the waters running 
into fte St. John’s. 

* There is no positive proof that this map is actually the one marked 
by Franklin; yet, upon any other supposition, it would be difficult to, 
explain theciicumstances of its agreeing so perfectly with his desciijition, 
and of its being preserved in the place where ii would naturally be de- 
posited by Count de Vfitgennes. I albO found another map in the 
Archiv^es, on which the same boundary was traced in a dotted retl line 
with a pen, apparently copied from the other. 

‘ I enclose herewith a map of Maine, on which I have drawn a strong 
black hne, correspofiding wuth the red one alwve mentioned.’ — jip. 104- 
106. 

With this 4Se^et in his possession, Mr. Webster commenced 
what we mpy call his triple negotiation — with Lord Ashburton 
and the Commijisioners of the States of Massachusetts and Maine 
respe^tiifely — and w e think that any one who attentively considers 
thC" Correspondence will see reason to suspect that Mr. 

negotiations with these States were quite as difficult as 
that with (ireat Britain ; in fact, we arc diirselvcs satisfied that, 
but for the opikirtune discovery of Dr. map, secretly 

communicated to the Commissioners in not even the con- 

cession of the navigation of the St. John’s would have overcome the 
9 hstinate spirit resistance that existed and even still suivives in 
the of Maine^ The concurrence of the Senate In a treaty of 
reasrii%b}e Sind ynutual concession would probably have been not so 

hopeless 
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liupcless as that af Maiixe ; b»t it would still have been, we believe, 
a matter of considerable difficulty — for even after the Secretary of 
State had made a secret communication to the Senate of Mr. Sparks’s 
discovery, there was still a strong* inclitiation to resistance, and a very 
general expression of opinion that this piee^ of evidence, though 
admitted to be waiby no means conclusive. Even ^Ir. 

Rives, the chainj|i!nW, the committee of foreign relations — who 
made the secret communication, and who answered with great abi- 
lity and with several strong additional facts Mr. Benton’s objection 
to the authority of the map imputed to l)r.» Franklin — was himself 
obliged — in compliance, we presum“&, with the prejudices of kts 
audience— to introduce it as " an embarrassing, though 
document.’ In short, when we consider the long and pertinacious 
rejection of the King of Holland’^ award, and more particularly 
when we recollect that 'all the energy and authority of General 
.Tnekson, with the additional temptation of 1,250,000 dollars, 
laded to satisfy the State of Maine, we cannot reasonably doubt 
that without the influence of Dr. Franklin’s map that Stale — in a 
much stronger position than she was when she rejected General 
Jackson’s instances — would have rejected the worse territomi 
ti'rms of the treat} of Washington. 

All this, it may be said, is very true-— but Was not the British 
negotiator deluded, and is not Mr, Webster chargeable with bad 
faith and duplicity when in the outset of the negotiation he thus 
**.i<1dresse(l Lord Ashburton ? — 

‘ I must be permitted to say that few questions have ever arisen under 
this Government, in regard to wliich a strorttger or more genera/ con^ 
i iclion wa^ fell that the country was in (he rights than this qwstion (f 
the north-eastern boundary J — Dispatch, Stfi July, 1842. 

Upon this Mr. Feathers tonhaugh remarks that — 

‘ we are unavoidably brought to a conviction that whilst the highest 
functionaries of the Ameiican Govenmient were dcaJmg with Loid 
Ashburton with a seeming integrity, they were, in fact^ deceiving him ; 
and that whilst they were pledging the faith of their Government for a 
perfect conviction of the justice of their claim to the tefritory which was 
in dispute, they had the highest evidence in their possession \vhij?h the 
nature of the case admitted of, that the United States never had Nri die 
slightest shadow of riglit to any part of the territory which they have 
lieen disputing with Greil^ Britain for near fifty years.* — 102, 103, 

Now we cannot concur in Mr. Featherstonhaugh s cen- 
sure of the America^, Junetionaries. We doubt -in the abstract 
how far a public minister or a private advocate is- bound to pro- 
duce to his adversary evidence hostile to his own case, particularly 
\x lieu that evidence has been cor^ded to him i§‘ %ik capacity of 
minister or advocate. Our readers all recollect Sir Henry 
Wotlon's punning definition of an ambassador, made when he 

himself 
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himself was an ambassador : — * An bonart man sent to He abroad 
fo]|Lthe good of his conntry and Xhetfs is some difference in such 
meters between the iuypestio fat si and the snppressio mn; but 
we n'eOd not discuss these cases, because Mr. Webster can- 
not, we thinks be justly charged With elth^, for sUyfelg that 
^therd» Were few^^uestions on which hii erftertidned a 

stronger or more general cohvictioti for it was per- 

fectly true j — so true, that we have Been asfctS^that the produc- 
tion of Franklin’s map has nOt made any change In the opinion of 
even the most respectable Americans. This Seems wonderful, 
but sUch.they tell us is the ftct. But there ist another consWer- 
ati^irt Still more in Mr. Webster’s favour. All attempts at adjust- 
ment under the tern\^ of the treaty had been abandoned by 
mutual consent, and in the most estpKcit terms; and when Mr. 
Webster alluded in one of his first dispiitbhes to tevidence expla 
natory of the intentions of the origM^I tr^ty. Lord Ashburton ic- 
minded him that the time of dtscc^sSing the terms of the tieaty 
w as gone by, and that they were now to arrange a pin ely con- 
\entional line, not on discussions of evidence, but on consider- 
mutual convenience and compromise. If, therefore, Mr. 
Webster had had still more absolute and conclusivx‘ evidence 
tliat the English construction of the treaty was the correct one, 
it could not have been considered, we believe, by the most scru- 
pulous casuist, as obltgaiory upon him, in a new negotiation for 
a line of convenience and compromise. Mr. Benton, indeed,* 
strongly insists that Lord Ashburton himself was aware of the 
discovery of Franklin^s map: — 

‘ I’hc Brilij^h luinister knew our secret before we knew it ourselves.* 
■^Speech^ ]>. 16. 

This, we are satisfied, was not the case. Lord Ashburton 
knew that there was a great — according to our own views an 
invincible — mass of evidence to prove that the British line was 
that intended by tlie treaty; and Mr. Fcalherstonhaugh informs 
us that after liis lordship’s departuic further evidence was disco- 
vered iri England which coincides in a remarkable manner with 
Dn^^lill^Un’s map. But we do not believe that Loid Ashburton 
had imy knowledge of Mr. Sparks’s discovery : the phrase m one 
of Jxwd Ashburton’s letters to Mr, Webstej|^on which Mr. Benton 
bu^ds his conjecture — ^ 

‘ If this qtwsrtion should uufortunat% go to reference, / stmhi 

by no meam despair qf finding ^ome confirmmon of thu [tl>e British] 
mfitv of the case * — {Diyp, 11th July, 1843)— 

was probably;^ finly a general expression of con^dence in the jus- 
tice ^ or perhaps sumo allusion to the, additional evi- 

dmqe mentionetl by Mr, Fcatherstonhaugb. 

\Ve 
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VVc have no suspic ion wlKitsoever (though we arc tplil that 
some persons profess to have) of . the authenticity of Pr. Frank- 
lin’s map. It received, Mr* Rives informs us, ^ most remarl^lo 
and unfonuteen f^nQrmatlon* (p, 5). fey other evidence fouj^d in 
the archives of Senate, and fpriperly belonging to 

Mr. doubt that . if th^ map, and the 

various corrohora^^i|^^ ^mch have slncc^ appeared, had been 
known earlier, ,at^/|^tt^ittbd to the arbitrator, they must have 
had their due epbpt, ' .M even they luid been discovered between 
the arbitration and pnrd Ashburton’s mission, they might have 
given^ different turn to the negotiations, and afforded,!^ 
trial on this better evidence; but when Lord Asliburtoil"'^"iniss»oo 
had been once opened on the principle which the British go- 
vernment had been for so juiany yeurs urging on the Cabinet of 
Washington,— fttrf.aban^onjiig ^^ll discussion of the treaty and 
negotiating for a Une^ — we know not that the discovery 

rould have been better employed than it was by Mr. Webster, 
in overcoming the hitherto intmctable violence of Maine, and by 
moderating tlie formidable opposition which we may learn from 
Mr. Benton’s speech the new treaty would have otherwise encoun- 
tered in the Senate. 

'riiere are several circumstances that prove that, even with the 
assistance of Franklin’s map, the success of the treaty was not 
easy — the tone of the debate in the Senate was by no means cor- 
* dial. One of the senators of Maine voted .against the treaty ; and, 
after all, Mr. Webster was forced to draw from the almost bank- 
rupt coffers of the national treasury a sum of 500,000 dollars, by 
way of compensation to Maine and Massachusetts for territorj to 
which, if I)r. Franklin’s map were to be received with implicit 
ac(|uiescencc, they hatl not a pretence. This payment of 500,000 
dollars is an unquestionable proof that the President and Mr. 
Webster (lid not think the map conclusive , and that the terms of 
the treaty appeared so favourable to England, that — notwithstand- 
ing Mr. Sparks's discovery — Maine and Massachusetts were 
entitled to tliis large compensation, * 

And, indeed — without relying implicitly on all Mr. Benton’s 
able, but we must be allowed to say partial, statementi^vte see 
good reason to believe that the in terror cm production of Dr. 
Franklin’s map wouM probably not have sufficed, if Lord Ash- 
burton had not able to propitiate some of the northern 

Stales as well as public feeling of the whole Unbn, by 

giving, in return for the strong highland line on the Canadian 
frontier, some local amendments of ilie boundarie,s of New York, 
Vermont, New Hmnpshire, and Massachusetts. We cahnat alto- 
gether deny Mr. Benton’s assertion that these concession^ were 
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rentlj little or no sacrifiee on our part; but the arp^ument of (oi- 
vemence, which Lord Ashburton Emitted in these cases> helped 
hihl in his ulterior object^ and became applicable with the greater 
fwce^ as well as the better graae> to the Canadian boundary. The 
affair was this: the boundary between the just mentioned 

ami our possessions was, by the original line coincident 

with the forty-fifth parallel of north }iDi^til^^^tin€f<liate}y after 
the treaty that line was set out ; but, by the surveyors, 

it deviate by about an average of half a mile to the northward 
of the true parallel. That error had been since discovered, 
but this half-mile strip had been in the meanwhile thickly 
settled*'by ^citizens of the United States; and Lord Ashburton, 
taking into consideration the hardship of disturbing people who 
had been so long in a boiid Jide possession of \i^hat they and all 
the world considered as their native soil, and feelilKg probably, ns 
Mr. Benton suggests, that these AfOefieM> eiiixms might not be 
very desirable Canadian mbjerf$, he willingly consented — indeed 
he may be said to have offered — that the erroneous line should stand 
as the true one — on the same principle by which a mmilar error 
made In tracing the dne north line has lieen adopted to our ad- 
vantage. 

Upon the former transaction Mr. Benton observes, first, with 
regard to a part of the slip where it joins Lake Champlain, and 
where the Americans had formerly a fort, called Rouse’s Point, 
which the Dutch award had jiroposed to reserve to the State** 
of New York, while it granted all the rest of the strip to Ca- 
nada:**^ 

'It is not to be dissembled that its recovery gratifies tlie public feel- 
ing, propiHates two States ill favour of the treaty, and facilitates the 
grand Object of the British mission. The British negotiator conducted 
skilfully in conceding for a price what he had no wish to maintain — 
what had been given up without a price in the award— what had an 
illusive value in our eyes, and none at ell in his ; and the concession of 
winch was smoothing his way to Maine. 

‘ Tlie strip iu Vennont was given up by the British negotiator for the 
same reason — he did not want those people; his government would not 
have fipii f but the concession recommends the treaty to Vermont. 
Tti^o i^s more for the treaty.'' — 4. 

, There had also been a quesibn about wIMi wa« the wentern 
head of the Connecticut river : the Kin^ of ^Holland decided that 
a stream called Perry’s Creek, running into the lake called Con- 
neetievt, sbotild be so considered, though it lay several miles to 
the M^tftoard of a branch called Hall’s Creek the intermediate 
space diad almsbys been in the possession of New tiampshire. 
Lord Ashburttm would not atand mt, on the more than doubtful 

authority 
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authority of tlje Datdi award> against the plain intention of the 
treaty — ^he ceded the district in question':—- 

* The concession.’ says Mr. Benton, ‘of the British minister changes 
nothing ; but, while changing nothing, it prevents an objection, and 
conciliated mpporffor the treaty in the State of New Hampshire*^ — Ih, 

In the same represents a kind of exchange of 

two disputed mb water boundary — Sugar Island and 

Bois Blanc — a|' a^b3c by which Lord Ashburton, while accom- 
plishing his own object, 

‘ sweetened the treaty to the palate of the young State of Mi^igan, 
conciliated that State in favour of his treaty, and marched 'straight to 
the grand object of his miisiou.’ — /6. pp. 3, 4. 

It is not for us to make any comment on the motives thus im- 
puted by Mr.’ Benton to so many members of the august body to 
which he himself beloz^^ We think their assent to the treaty is 
easily traceable to higher^ larger, and more patriotic considera- 
tions ; but we may, at least, accept his testimony that Lord Ash- 
burton reacbcil what we have hitherto considered as the beau 
ideal of diplomacy, when, making an excellent bargain for his' own 
(MTiployors, he satisfied the rights and conciliated the good feel- 
ings of the other party. * 

iSo much for the questions of boundaries. 

The next most important provision of the treaty regards I lie 
■suppression of the slave-trade on the coast of Africa. Our posi- 
tion in this matter was twofold : — 

First : — Hitherto, as we have already stated, the fraudulent use 
of the American flag had obliged the British cruisers to inquire, m 
certain peculiar cases,, into the right of suspicious vessels to the 
flag they carried. . 

Secondly : — Great Britain has also, by treaty with the several 
countries before enumerated, not s^) much the right as the duty 
of searehhig vessels under the flags of those contracting parties, 
I'or the detection of slave-trading. 

We brg our readers to attend to the distinction between these 
two cases — 1st, the right of itiquiring whether a ship i% what she 
])retends to be; and, 2nd, the right of searching her in ^^eution 
of a treaty — a distinction which, clear as it is, there seems not to 
be ten men in Fraliee,* besides the Due de Brc^lie, M. Guteot, 
and M. de Gftspeirfete -WI kt are able — or should we flot rather say 
willing? — ^to comprehabd. 

The first, or right of inquiry, now somewhat inaccurately called 
right of risit, is a practice as old as navigation itself — common to 
all nations in all times— -equally necessary to the safety of all, and 
to the security of ' the A%A-road of nations,* as the Amertcatis 

love 
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love to call the sea ; and we, in this discussion, can have no 
kind of objection to the designation — for, inasmuch as upon 
liie high-roads of civilised states the police, and even acci- 
dimtal passengers, have a right, in cases of danger or strong 
suspicion, to satisfy themselves that malefactors are not endanger- 
ing the safety of the public under £ad|ie false passports, 

and other guilty disguises ; so it is eqtig^y Ti0^^|^able and neces- 
sary for the public safety that smugglers, refers, mutineers, 
murc]erei*s, and pirates should not be enabled to prosecute their 
criminal career with impunity by so cheap and easy an expedient 
as the. hoisting, when in danger of detection, a piece of burning 
— the eolaur of any nation under the sun save that one to which 
the cruiser which alarms them may happen to belong. But 
England has no more desire for, and no more interest in, this 
practice than any other country ; and if it were really produc- 
tive of incot ivenience to any one, except the guilty, she would 
suffer the more in projiortion to her extended commerce. 

The right of search in time of peace, either for supj>ressing the 
slave-ti ade or for any other purpose, is altogether a different thing. 
We adinit no such right in others, nor do we claim it bn* our- 
selves : no nation concedes or acquires that right but by treaty — 
by express stipulation — by which, for reasons special to each occa- 
sion, two countries may, under what limitations and restrictions 
they please, grant a mutual right of search for a particular object. 
Such are the treaties that we have made with so many powers fe^t 
the suppression of the slave-trade ; treaties, let us observe, that for 
any maritime purposes of our own we had much rather be released 
fropt^i^which we entered into only for tlie sa^te of humanity ; and 
if more effectual way could be discovered of suppressing the 
slave-trade, there is, we suppose, no statesman in England who 
w'puld not be glad to be released from the cost, the trouble, and 
the responsibilities imposed upon us by the present system ; but 
the truth is, tlmt^$(;mc powers whose flags are the most Iial)le to 
abuse have not themselves the means of protecting them from 
this abuse, arfd arc therefore obliged to appeal to our assistance. 

The hostile French press — that is, nineteen-twentieths of 
everythir^ published in France— ^is exceedingly elated because 
the treaty of Washington has not created a reciprocal right of 
search between England and the United Their triumph 

on ibis ntatter is exactly proportionable to ikm ignorance of the 
subject, and to the extravagance of the mistake they have adopted, 
namely,, that of supposing that tee have any individual object of 
either profit or honour in the riyfft of search. We have neither, 

W.C mye sauh beyond the common feeling of humanity ; ancl 
hod abstractedly rather be witlmut it. We are therefore quite as 

glad 
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glad as our French neighbours can be that the treaty of Wash- 
ington does not im])ose this fresh burden upon us, while it pro- 
vicbs still more efectiial means ’for the great and indeed only 
objcct^we have in view, the suppression of the slave-trade; for 
instead of throwing upon- as, as most other countries have done, 
the whole troubI#^^d ei^nse of this duty of humanity, America 
stipulates to send' out and maintain on the African seas a force 
sufficient, if duly employed, to the extermination of any slave- 
trading on the part of bona fide Anxericans, and consequently 
of the fraudulent abuse of the American flag. But of the ancient 
and i^elf-defensive right of inquiry the treaty says nothing, and 
leaves that question where it found it. The vigilance of the 
A inerican cruisers will probably put an end to the abuse; but 
wherever such an abuse shall be found to exist — wherever there 
sliall be a fraudulent assumption of false colours for guilty pur- 
poses, whether by slave-traders on the coast of Afrira— or by 
smugglers, Carlists, or Bonapartists on the coast of France — or 
by mutineers or pirates in the Gulf of Mexico — w^e may be sure 
that neither hmgland nor France, nor the United States, will ever 
submit to resign a right of inquiry necessary to their own interests 
anti honour, and to the safety of all who travel ^ the great high- 
road of nations.’ 

What we have just said refers more particularly to the arrange- 
-inents made by the treaty of Washington ; but we feel it to be our 
duty to add, that few questions have suffered more under the united 
mystification of malevolence and ignorance than this of the right of 
sc.'ircli. While the great mass of the public in F ranee and Aiherica 
seeju to have known nothing, or to have forgotten everything; of 
the earlier history of this question, the disturbers of public 
peace in both countries, a class unfortunately but too numerous, 
have seized upon it eagerly, not for its own merits, but for its use 
in promoting their mischievous purposes. Gcneiral Cass, at first 
by a pamphlet which he sent round to all the members of the 
French Chambers, and subsequently by his formal intervention as 
American minister, mainly occasioned the rejection of the quin- 
tu]>le treaty by France. He appealed to the sympathies of France 
not to abandon tlie American to the tyrant of the seas by 
further sanctioning this conventional tight of search, against which 
they had invariably 4^ggl€il. - €hir lively neighbours have never 
been remarkable fot' being well informed of what passes in the 
world — out of their own portion of it — but what shall we say of 
an American minister who could So state his case? We must pro* 
nounce him to have been ignorant, that we may avoid bestowing 
ujion him a harsher epithet, 
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America) he says, has befen fighting perseveringly this battle 
for the freedom of the seas. 

to 

States pressedJt^^mestly on all the powers of Europe, in pur- 
suance of an almost unanimous vote of Qc>ngi:^ss> the principle of 
an universal right of search ? The American State papers show 
tlieir diligence and eagerness in this laudable crusade of humanity. 
The African slave-trade ,was to be pronounced ^ piracy and, 
fearful that the signification of the word should be misunderstood^ 
it must be ^piracy by the lam of natioiis " — a phrase which could 
have no other meaning than that slave-traders, under whatever flag, 
might be run at by all as offenders against the human race. The 
result of this short-lived fever of liumanity, and of some of the ap- 
plications to European powers, is worth following up. In London 
the communication was, as might be supposed, favourably received ; 
and a treaty for reciprocal search wa« signed by Sir Stratford Can- 
ning and Mr. Huskisson on our pari, with Mr. Hush on that of 
America. The then secretary of state, Mr. Canning, acceded to 
the peremptory demand that by Act of Parliament the trade 
should be delared piracy — though, with more sulniety in his zeal 
than the other party, he refrained Trom any ‘ unautliorized in- 
terpolatiotis in the general law of nations,' In this treaty, which 
was in substance the same as proposed to us by the United States,^ 
their Senate, on its being presented for ratification, desired lo 
make an alteration, which we must say appears to us not to have* 
be<m unreasonable. In describing the zones within which reci- 
pmSl seizure might take place, the coast of America was in- 
cluded i and as these words evidently authorized our acting off 
their own immediate coasts and harbours, the Senate proposed to 
strike them out. The words were not inserted by us, but origin- 
ally proposed by the States : ive are at this distance of time at 
a loss to understand why Mr. Canning refused this seemingly 
reasonable proposal. But for this accident, this treaty, thus lost, 
would now' be in force ; and England and the United States would 
have been acting under a reciprocal right of search, projmed by 
the States i of an infinitely more stringent character than that 
dtMCribed by the quintuple treaty represented by General Cass to 
be so instdthl^ to bis country, and so fatal to Ifie liberty of the seas. 

This simple narrative of facts must, we think, suffice to settle 
oar opinion of General Cass. This intrepid defender of the seas 
have made amoi^ the electors of the backwoods what is, we 
there termed *mUiical capital ' by his zeal ; but he can 
much applause from persons possessed of the most 

ordinary 


Why, does not General Cass know that long before France agreed 
the treaties of 1831 and 1 833-^viz. in the year 1824 — the United 
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ordinary information, either in Europe or in his own country. His 
champion and follower in Paris, M. de Tocqueville, — an example 
of those occasional reputations made for a man by a party, and 
unmade by himself,— has been so effectually demolished by Lord 
Brougham, that we abstain from further pursuit^ the defence- 
less. We must^- out of more civility to him, oRlclude that he 
really knew nothftig of the earlier history of this question ; and 
we should think, with Lord Brougham, this ignorance ^ marvel- 
lorn, if we were not aware of the levity with which those vulgar 
elements of knowledge called facts afe overlooked by ingenious 
theorists on laws and institutions. 

Among the applications by America to the other courts of 
'Europe, that to the Netherlands is remarkable for a very able and 
j>rcssing address to the same purport ; indeed, the known earnest- 
ness of this country for the suppression of slave-trading seems, il' 
possible, to have been exceeded, at the time of which we are speak- 
ing, by the government of America. Our limits will not. however, 
j)erniit us to follow up thcoc details, but the result of the application 
to the couit of France is so singularly illustrative of what is now 
taking place, that we will close this part of our subject by shortly 
noticing it, 

Mr. Sheldon, the then American minister at Paris, made pro- 
}K)sals, similar to those made to us and to other governments, to 
M. de Chateaubriand, who, jiersonally favourable to the design, felt 
himself obliged to reject the application, from the apprehended 
aversion of the French people and of the Chambers, which — he 
went on to explain — was not to the measure itself, but because 
th<jy suspected tj^at the original proposal was from Englat^d^ ^ If 
w e submit it to the Chambers,’ says M. de Chateaubriand, ^ there 
is danger, not only that it will be ^ejected, but that what has 
already been done towards the suppression of the slave-trade will 
be revoked.’ If, for the year 1824, wc read, transposing the two 
last figures, 1842, and for M, de Chateaubriand read M, Guisot, 
the cases are identical — only the poct-stalesmani seems to have 
shown a dt'eper insight into the humour and temper of his country- 
men than the historian and moralist. 

liie greatest impediment to the bettering of the condition of 
mankind seems to this unfortunate angry and hostile feeling — 
we will not say the ttoo peojdes, because we believe we may 

safely aflimwthat does not exist with Eijglishmert> bat---^a the 
part of Fnince — allpeling industriously cultivated and aggi^avated 
by all that too numerous class to whom the peace of the world is 
u grievance. M. Guizot says this feeling dates fro|n our opera- 
tions in Syria: we wish we could believe it had iio deeper wt; 
but of this we are sure, that the^efforts evidently ^m?tde end making 
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bjr Sir Robert Peel’s goverpment to cure this disease^ so fatal to 
the world, merit our applause and our best wishes. 

We liave further, as connected with these topics, to remark with 
great satisfaction the ninth article of the treaty, which runs in 
these terms 

‘Wliereas, notwitlistanding all efforts which may be made on the 
coast of Africa for suppressing the slave-trade, the facilities for carrying 
on that traffic and avoirliiuj iho vigilance of cruisers by the fraudulent 
use of flag Si and other meauf , are .so great, and the temptations for pur- 
suing it, while a market can lie found for slaves, so strong, as that the 
desired result may he long delayed, unless all markets be shut against 
the purchase of African negroes : the parties to this treaty agree that 
they will unite in all becoming representations and remonstrances, with 
any and all powers within whose dominions such markets are allowed to 
exist; and that they will urge upon all such powers the propriety and 
duty of closing such markets effectually at once and for r Ver.’ 

Wc trufit that tins strong stipulation towards closing 
markets all over the world — at once and for eoer — will have a 
decisive effect ; and we cannot see without satisfaction in so solemn 
an international instrument, the broad admission of the great ex- 
tent to which ^ the fraudulent use of flags to defeat the vigilance 
of cruiser's ’ has been carried on the coast of Africa— for it is not 
only an earnest that the United States will lend their cordial 
assistance to suppress that abuse hereafter, but it affords an obvious / 
vindication of the vigilance heretofore exercised by the British 
cruisers, and which has been made the pretext of so much misre- 
presentailion and rancour, both in France and the United States — 
of iXi^fhomh-shell ’ dispatches of Mr. Stevenson — -tl^i^ electioneering 
paniplueU of General Cass — the at once flipparit and profound 
ignorance of M. Tocqiieville, and the ridiculous but malignant 
falsehoods of M, Emile Girardin, or whoever does the Pt'csse 
under that person’s auspices. 

The next and last topic of the treaty is one that provides for 
the Eoctraditiorif, as it is technically called, or the mutual delivery 
up to justice of persons legally charged with the crimes of min der, 
piracy, arson, robbery, or forgery, 

, We have before stated that the case of the Creole was com- 
plicated with many difficulties of municipal and international law, 
as Wjell ^ of public policy, the resolution of whicti no treaty could 
accomplish, and which were therefore most properly adjourned 
to diploinatic communications in Uondon. We very much incline, 
as Lord Ashburton seems to do, to Mr, Webster’s doctrine, that 
shi^ driyen by of weather into a foreign port, carry with 

tlie^ w|i^t ^ wo may call their native rights, and are liable only to 
a, niunicipaj jurisdiction in the port in which they happen 

to 
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to arrive ; for instance^ in the case of slaves — a main branch of the 
case of the Creole — we are inclined to think that if a foreign 
vessel, having slaves lawfully on board, should be forced by stress 
of weather or other irresistible circumstances into a British port, 
the British law that emancipates slaves on touching the British 
soil cannot fairly apply to such a case ; and al||bough, if such 
slaves should esoape asliore, it seems certain that our municipal 
law" could afford no means of apprehending and sending them 
back to the foreign vessel, still it seems equally reasonable, though 
not equally certain, that our municipal Jaw ought not to intervene 
to alter their condition towards their ship — that is, their country — 
and we can say, with a fuller conviction, that no local authorities 
sliould interpose to help any such escape, or to encourage any 
part of the crew of any vessel to any infraction of the law of the 
country to which the vessel belongs and under which they stood 
before the ai ,^ident had forced the ship into the British harbour. 
For instance, if while the War spite was lying at New York 
w-aiting for Lord Ashburton, some of tlip ©row hrud been spirited 
away by tho Amcilcuii authorities, under the plea that their en- 
gagement to her Majesty s service was not valid in New York, 
<*ould it be pretended that such conduct would be justifiable? 
We think not — and we confess that we do not see, in an inter- 
national view, such a difference between service and servitude as 
to justify the Bahama authorities in dealing with the crew of an 
• merican ship (above all if forced in by stress of weather) differ- 
ently from what the American authorities would be authorised 
in doing to a British ship at New York. But though we see this 
obvious principle to which we inight appeal as a general rule, we 
are by no means so clear about its individual application, for 
there are an infinite number of accidents which would vary each 
particular case. The most curious part of the Creole affair is that 
— after Mr. Webster had written a very able paper on this sub- 
ject, but concluding with a severe censure of the British autho- 
rities at N assau-r-Lord Ashburton replies t(f Mr. Webster — 
liimself lately a senator of Massachusetts — by the following un- 
answerable fact : — 

‘ The present state of the British law in this respect [the emancipation 
of slaves on arrival in the British dominions] is too well known to re- 
quire repetition ; nor need I remind you that it is exactly the same with 
the laws in every part of the United States in which a state of slavery 
is not recognised ; and that the slave put ashore at Nassau would be 
dealt with exactly as would a foreign slave landed under any cireum^ 
stances whatever at Boston.’— 6th August, 

This was, to be sure, a pretty convincing reason why Lord 
Ashburton could make no arrangement on the subject ; and it is 

a still 
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a Atill stronger answer to the insiiination which dishgnre^ Mr. Ben- 
ton’s able speech, where he represents this fortuitous and unfore- 
seen transaction at Nassau as the ^result of a plan formed in 
England, to create a St Domingo in the Southern United States" 

But though this question was not settled, and in fact could 
not be settled^^by the treaty, it probably produced the article 
of .Extradition that we have just mentioned. Besides the ques- 
tion of the emancipation of the slaves in the Creole, there was 
also a question of murder — our authorities should willingly have 
given up the accused for., trial before their natural and national 
tribunal, but that the United States had formerly repudiated 
a convention of Extradition^ There had been, we think, under 
Mr, Jay’s treaty such an arrangement ; but it had been renounced 
by America, and she had rejected all overtures for renewing it* 
This case, however, brought her back to a reconsideration of the 
mattei* and its various bearings; and the result has been this 
article, which, We really believe, is of more real practical im- 
portance to the two covintrUe than all the Other special provisions 
of the treaty put together. It is really a clisgiaci? to countries 
calling themselves civilised, that a criminal guilty of offences 
jigainst society in general, so heinous as to be punishable by 
the laws of all countries, should he able to escape punishment 
by just slipping over a boundary-line — that a robber or a mur- 
derer, whose crimes are equally odious and punishable in New 
York and Canada, in France and England, should nevc^v^ 
theless secure impunity by passing across from Buffalo to Chip- 
pewa, or from .Dover to Calais. The Ashburton treaty removes 
this great error and disgrace from the Western Continent ; and 
though the article is, perhaps hot unwisely, made terminable 
at the will of either party, we are satisfied that it, or something 
on the same principle, must soon become the acknowledged and 
permanent law of all civilised peoples. We believe we may ven- 
ture to announce that a similar arrangement is almost agreed 
upon with Fra^ice ; and we have learned with •still greater satis- 
faction that our Government intend to bring a measure for mak- 
ing the criminal process of any part of Her Majesty’s dominions 
current and effective throughout the whole. This will remove 
{mother disgraceful anomaly in the practice of our laws. 

The Caroline affair, still less than that of iheXJreole, could have 
entered into the treaty-— it was a mere accidenti without likelihood 
of reentrence, and stood upon its own accidental grounds — never, 
we hope, likely to occur again. Lord Ashburton, without giving 
u^ a jot of our justifiability in the whole of that aflfeir, has by a 
fa&r anA honeisi statement of the circumstances and a dignified 
regret at our having been forced by the Americans 

themselves 
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tliemselves to retaliate a violation of territory, rtitisfied the cabinet 
of Washington, and has — only with a little more courtesy than 
on the first occasion — towed the Caroline out of the jurisdiction 
of the United States^ and sent her down the abyss of Niagara, 
never more to be heard of. But there are some circumstances in 
this case, and that of Mr. M'Leod which was connected with it, 
that deserve particular notice. In these cases, as in that of the 
aggressions in Maine, i\ie peo])le behaved very ill ; and the local 
(jovernments not much bettor — in Maine, from ill disposition- 
in New York, w'e believe, chiefly from impotence; but in both 
cases it is but justice to say that the General Government be- 
haved well — as well, we believe, as the laws of their anomalous 
constitution, that regulate or rather confuse federal and local autho- 
rity, would permit. The federal attorney-general was sent to aflbrd 
Mr. M‘Leod legal assistance and personal countenance; and — as 
it was rumoured that, if the regular court of justice should acquit 
the accused, there was a court of Lynch-laio ready to do its atro- 
( ities on him™ a military officer of rank and lepuiaiion was sent 
to the spot to diiticc the national forces for Mr. M’Leod’s per- 
sonal protection : — this was, we believe, General Scott, who had 
already been employed in similar amicable missions during the 
preceding border commotions both of Maine and New York. 
A new law was also introduced which it required all the autho- 
rity of the President and Mr. Webster, and all the conciliatory 
'influence cif Lord Ashburton’s mission, to pass through Congress, 
for transferring such international cases as M‘Leod's from the 
local to the federal courts — a considerable security for the future 
peace of the frontier. When the General Government had thus 
done its duty by us, and not only relieved itself from all suspicion 
of having countenanced these aggressions, but shown every dis- 
position to arrest and to prevent them, it was certainly entitled 
to the explanation that Lord Ashburton gave of our regret at 
having been forced, in legitimate self-defence, to' trespass, as we 
assuredly did, on the territorial rights of the GSiefy.l Federation, 
The last question suggested was that of Impressment, on which 
Mr. Webster wished to have made a formal arrangement— but 
this subject Lord Ashburton was not authorized to enter upon — 
nor could he have done so to any good purpose. At the bottom 
of this question is the great principle of allegiance — which all the 
nations of the Old World hold to be indefeasible- — a right belong- 
ing to tlie native country, and not a mere transitory obligation 
which individuals may cast off at their pleasure ; while, on the other 
hand, the Unite<l States, Ijeing, as it were, created by immigrations, 
and granting their rights of citizenship on very easy terms, repu- 
diate, naturally enough, the ancient doctrine of national allegiancei 

Whether 
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Whether thcso contradictory opinions can ever be reconciled — 
whether the Old World may relax some of its strictness — or 
whether the United States may not hereafter find it necessary to 
assert for their own security some principles of national allegiance 
— we cannot venture to guess ; hut at least it is certain that Lord 
Ashburton and Mr. Webster were quite right in finall]/ agreeing 
that it would be inexpedient to embarrass their urgent prac- 
tical aiTangements with the discussion of this additional and 
speculative difficulty. Wc say speculative — for although, as 
Lord Ashburton admits, , the question might, in the event of a 
war, take a formidable practic al form — still we must observe that 
it is not every war — nor even the most probable war — that would 
bring this principle into action. Our own opinion is, that the 
case itself has become, from various causes, highly imjyrobable, 
and we apprehend that little good would eventually result from 
attempting to jirovide for the unforeseen contingencies and emer- 
gencies of future wars. 

We have iliuo p;ono through all the provisions of the treaty, as 
well as the collateral topics which came iut<> dUcussion, and we 
think we may now venture upon fuller evidence to expect the 
concurrence of our readers in the opinion we expressed at the 
outset, that — considering the state? in which Lord Palmerston left 
the boundary question — the many subjects of irritation between the 
parties which had supervened — and the new position which 
h ranee had taken with regard both to us and the United States^P— 
the treaty of Washington is a wise treaty and a good treaty, and 
not the worse because each side may see something in it to regret 
or complain of. The best — because the fairest — treaty for the 
arrangement of differences and counter-claims must always bo 
one in<>vhich the advantages are mutual, and the sacrifices not 
unequal. >Such eminently is the character of the treaty of Wash- 
ington, and we infinitely prefer it — both as to its present effect on 
j)ublic opinion^ and as to its future stability — to any arrangement 
which shouhlji likve been more unexceptionably satisfactory to 
cither party. 

One great merit of this treaty — besides the main and proniineiit 
value of settling the points in discussion — was its collateral effect 
on the public mind in the United States, where their political in- 
stitutions, and the uncontrolled action of such a press as has been 
described in a former article of this Number, give to what 
is called public opinion a degree of violences intensity, and 
power, of which we, in our more temperate political atmosphere, 
haye little idea. We, of course, never can steer our policy by 
their irregular impulses. On the contrary wo should, on a 
fitting occasion, say with Brutus, — - 


‘ Must 
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‘ Must I give way and room to your rank clioler ? 

Shall I be frighted when a madman stares?* 

But still in a country where the peojde act so directly on the 
government, we owe it to ourselves as well as to them not to be 
indifferent to ])opular feeling, and to be ready to avail ourselves 
of any opportunity of cither averting or allaying such excesses of 
temper — forwhidi — and that is the main international defect of 
their constitution — there can be no tangible responsibility. Wo 
therefore saw with great satisfaction the frank and favourable re- 
action so suddenly produced in the public mind of the United 
States, not mt'rely by the terms of the treaty, ])ut by the special 
mission itself, and more particularly by the conciliatory yet dig- 
nified language*, manners, and deportment of the British minister. 
He found the Stales in a ferment of what we jiiay call hostility to 
us, and to overythiug connected with us ; he left them in a temper 
of more apparent cordiality than lirad, w'C think, existed since the 
original separation. 

/riiis leads ns to observe, in conclusion, on the admirable and 
original character of Lord Ashburton's diplomatic corresponflencc : 
llie clearness and simplicity of the style — the unreserved and 
impressive candour of the statements — the calm sagacity with 
which he dissects his antagonist’s assertions, and the ingenious 
yet sound dexterity of his own arguments, are very remarkable, 
make us think what we have seen of his Lordship’s dispatches 
about the best both in matter and manner that \vc have ever 
read. 

We must, in justice to Mr. Webster — and the rather because 
he has been, as we think, so unfairly censured — add, that we see no 
reason to doubt that Lord Ashburton’s sentiments were responded 
lo by him personally in a similar spirit — though we are not always 
equally satisfied with either his arguments or his style ; which too 
frequently (though necessarily perhaps from hi&^^Sition as the 
organ of President Tyler, now a candidate for reflection) have 
the air of endeavouring to obtain mob popularity : — an object 
which the President himself has flagrantly pursued in the — lo say 
the least of it — uncaiidid Message with which he opened the pre- 
sent session of Congress ; and which, together with a speech lately 
delivered by Mr. Fairfield, Governor of Maine, has increased, 
we must fairly say, our satisfaction that the wise and conciliatory 
counsels and condhet of Lord Ashburton and Mr. Webster have 
removed the many important and delicate topics settled by their 
treaty, out of the hands and beyond the jurisdiction of unscrupu- 
lous speculators in ^Political CapitaV 
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